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Dear all,
Here we are already, blazing into fall. The leaves
have turned, the rain has come, and we’re getting
used to the new rhythms of life. One thing that
comes in the fall are our charge conferences. For
those who aren’t so fluent in Methodist-ese, these
are meetings that figure out church business. We
had our business meeting after church. I was glad
that we could all get on the same page. It’s
important to me that everybody is kept in the loop
of what is happening. The more transparency
there is, the better we will be able to function as a
church.
One other thing I talked about was the future of the Church. The Church across the whole Western
world is on hospice. We have ways of doing church that have worked pretty well for the past few
hundred years. However, there has been a paradigm shift over the past few decades—a shift that
doesn’t just rearrange the furniture, but tore down the whole room and rebuilt it. By the time I
retire in 45 years, a full 1/2 of the churches in America will have closed. The majority of the ones that
remain open will be on the life support of endowments. 90% of the churches that exist today will not
be able to make the shift to a new way of thinking, of being community. However, I have an insane
amount of hope for Seabold UMC. I honestly believe that, if we choose to, we could be one of the
10% of churches that survive. And not only survive, but thrive! I have an obscene amount of hope.
And imagine the amazing privilege to be blazing into literally uncharted territory. No one knows
what this new church looks like, because no one has ever done it yet. We have the potential to leave
an amazing legacy for our descendants—a church that will change their lives like it has transformed
ours! It’s natural to be scared. And I completely understand that. But I hope that you will join me in
taking the leap of faith, to see what transformative things God can do with a little church at the
intersection of 3 communities.
One of the few things that we know about the new shape of the church is that it is not focused inside
our four walls. It is living and breathing in the community, focused on serving others rather than
cloistering ourselves away. One way that I am living into this vision is through an exciting (brandnew) program that I am beginning at North Kitsap High School. I will be a reading specialist with
them. I will be working with those students who have fallen behind. When someone falls behind in
reading, the whole educational process suffers, as do their chances at high achievement further
down the road. I am excited to start working with the youth who are falling through the cracks to
begin to get more fully integrated into our community.
Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke tenderly of the “Beloved Community”—the place where all are accepted
as they are and works to shape a broken world back into the shape God originally made it.
Beloved Community, may we forge on boldly. God is calling us to incredible things. It is up to us to
decide whether or not we will take God up on the offer to be great.
Best,
Pastor Colin

101st UMW Holiday Bazaar!
The Big News of the United Methodist Women for
November is the Annual Holiday Bazaar which will
be held in the Fellowship Hall from 9 am to 2 pm
on Saturday, November 12th.
Come and have fun shopping for good collectibles,
jewelry, hand-made items, artwork, novels, cards,
toys, games and more! Remember there is a
special shopping room just for children where they
can find a variety of gifts for family and friends for
50 cents each,
and they will
have help
choosing and
wrapping.
Looking forward
to a coffee or
tea break with Darren Murphy’s delicious
cinnamon roll treats? You can enjoy sitting with
old or new friends at charmingly decorated small
tables. Also you can choose from a luscious variety
of fresh homemade baked goods, breads, candies,
soup kits and more that will be on sale for you to
take home with you.

November Calendar
11/1

Prayer Group @10am

11/2

Bible Study @ 3:45pm

11/8

Prayer Group @9:30am
UMW Meeting @ 10am
Finance @ 2pm

11/12

UMW Bazaar @ 9am

11/15

Prayer Group @ 10am
Church Council @ 7pm

11/16

Bible Study @ 10am
Trustees @ 7pm

11/20

Sandwich Sunday

11/22

Prayer Group @10am
Days for Girls @ 10am
Staff Parish @ 7pm

11/23

Bible Study @ 3:45pm

11/24

Happy Thanksgiving!

11/28

Super Supper @ 5pm

11/29

Prayer Group @10am

11/30

Bible Study @ 3:45pm

Enjoy this fun event and know that all proceeds
from the bazaar go to Helpline, Fishline and other
worthwhile missions.
November Birthdays

UMW November Meeting
Besides being Election Day, November 8th is the day
the United Methodist Women meet at the church for a
business meeting at 10am
to finalize details of the
Bazaar. A DVD Program
presented by Mary Schroff
will follow at 11am. Lunch
is at noon, and all are
invited to participate in this time of food and fellowship.
Each person is asked to bring a can of soup to share.

11/7

Evelyn Weaver

11/8

Keisha Brownell

11/12

William Klein

11/16

Silven Moench

11/18

Dorothy Callaham

11/18

Barbi-Jo Smith

11/19

Dorothy Romig

11/20

Liam Stoulil

11/29

Andy Strom

Anniversaries
11/20

Jim & Jessie Lee

November Book of the Month:
10 Gospel Promises
for Later Life
by Jane Marie Thibault
We're living longer. In fact,
the population of 85 (plus)
year-olds is the fastest
growing segment in the
US. Life expectancy is
increasing in all developed countries in the
world.
With the gift of longer life,
though, comes pain. The
worst physical ailments
and frailties may seem
inconsequential when
compared to the feelings of emotional and spiritual
abandonment that many elders report today.
"I can't relate to Jesus' message any longer. The
gospel calls for action. I can't do what Christ wants me
to do, and I feel guilty."
"The Old Testament comforts me more than the
gospel. These writings relate to my situation more
since I'm old, flat on my back, and utterly dependent
on others."
"The church has no place for old people."
"I feel that I have outgrown Jesus - he's for beginners
in the spiritual life.
Out of Thibault's reflection on the relevance of the
gospel to later life comes hope.
"While secular society offers long-term care insurance,
Jesus offers the promise of abundant life in the here
and now as well in heaven," Thibault says.
Each chapter of 10 Gospel Promises for Later
Life addresses a fear about aging and faith and gives
an example of its negative effect on a person's daily
life. Next you'll find a response, the promise of the
gospel, the assurance of God's constant love that
offers hope in all circumstances.
Identify your own fears (or the fears of a loved one)
about aging, and learn from Thibault's sensitive study
how to make the most of God's gift of longer life.
Questions for personal reflection or group discussion
are included at the end of each chapter, making it an
ideal book for individuals or classes.

Helpline House Thanksgiving—
It’s Not Just a Day, It’s a Season
We can help Island residents who rely on
the food bank have a joyful and abundant
Thanksgiving celebration. Helpline House
relies on the generous Bainbridge Island
community to provide much of the feast.
Holiday foods will be available to food
bank clients beginning Monday November
14; donations received by November 11
will be stocked on the shelves. Baking ingredients are particularly appreciated.
Basic food staples are also needed to fill
client’s shopping bags!
Perishable, refrigerated or frozen holiday
foods are welcome on Saturday, November
19, 10AM to 3PM
Grocery store gift cards of $35.00 are popular alternatives to shopping in the food
bank during Thanksgiving week, especially
for singles and couples who do not plan to
cook a big Thanksgiving meal.

FINANCE UPDATE
Report of Financial Status - January thru September

Income
Expense
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Unauthorized Camping
Ordinance
On October 19, 2016, Poulsbo City
Council passed the Unauthorized
Camping Ordnance, amending Title 9
of the Poulsbo Municipal Code. This
makes living homeless a misdemeanor
crime, punishable by up to $1000 fine and/or 90 days in jail. Specifically,
one cannot camp or store one's possessions on any public property
(including parks, streets, sidewalks, or parking lots). This includes living in

Exciting Change to

one's car or an RV at any public parking. The ordinance specifically does

Sandwich Sunday!

not apply to non-homeless uses of the property, such as taking a nap in the
park or family bringing an RV for a week.
The Council employs the rhetoric of enforcing this law "compassionately."
To do so, the police officers responding to a homeless violator will be
accompanied by a mental health professional. The city intends to build up
an social services infrastructure to provide resources for the homeless.
When the police approach someone to enforce the ordinance, they will
offer them assistance from these to-be social services. The penalty for the
crime will not be enforced if they accept the social services. However, if
the services are unavailable or if the homeless person refuses the services,
the police officer would enforce the penalties. The first time that someone
is cited for this offense, they will receive a warning, a copy of the
ordinance, and community resources.
As noted in the North Kitsap Herald, referring to comments made in
designing the ordinance, "the ordinance is intended to offer help to those
who are homeless by circumstance, while sending those who are homeless
by choice 'down the road.'"
Pastor Colin has assembled more resources and analysis at
www.seaboldchurch.org/poulsbo.
As we learn more and are able to process this information, we will decide
how we as a community will respond. If you are passionate about working
with this issue, please let Pastor Colin know

(pastor.colin.cushman@gmail.com).

We are excited to be moving
Sandwich Sunday!
We are moving Sandwich Sunday
over to our side of the water so that
we can be working within our own
communities. We will now work
with Coffee Oasis in Poulsbo to help
feed their homeless youth and
young adults.
We will switch from 200 sandwich
once a month to 50 sandwiches
every week. We're figuring out the
logistics now, and will let you know
once we know them.
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