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This month has been full of a wide variety of activities
for me. Some were continuations of things we had
been planning for a while. For example, we
successfully transitioned our Sandwich Sunday
feeding program to Coffee Oasis in Poulsbo. It has
been well received and is helping meet a need for
homeless youth in our area. Another thing that has
started in earnest is my working with students at
North Kitsap High School. We have finally finished
planning it, and I have been working with small
groups of students on their reading skills.
It has also been a month of a wide variety of
meetings. This month, I met with three mayors (present and past), the district superintendent of schools,
as well as dozens of other meetings that sound less impressive but were just as informative.
This is one of the things about the Church as it will be in the future: if it is to survive, we must change from
facing inward to facing outward. While taking care of our own is by no means a bad thing, we cannot
allow our church to become insular. Us Christians are called to deeply engage with the entire world. We
are not so much the light on the hill, bringing everyone toward us with our attractive glow. Rather, we as
Christians go out into the world to find where God is at work, so that we can join in building God’s
kingdom. After all, Jesus didn’t cloister himself up with his disciples, making a perfect little community.
Rather, he worked in the rough and tumble of the real world. The future of the Church is not about belief;
it’s about participation.
Facing outward is a threatening posture, when we think about it. To be blunt, research shows us that
those not already in Church aren’t interested in what we’re peddling. And the slice of society
that is interested is declining more and more rapidly. This is a threatening realization, because it means
that we need to change if we are to survive. Our response to this can’t be condemnation of “the world” for
rejecting us. Rather, we need to learn from them. They can teach us a lot:




What is broken in the way that we do church?
Why are we drawn to this Church while many are not?
What are ways to faithful that we have never thought to consider before?

When we are faced inward, we can hardly learn from these teachers. By facing outward, we can truly love
our communities. That’s what I’m trying to do by deeply embedding myself in our communities. By doing
so, we can together invent what the future of the Church looks like.
Best,
Pastor Colin

December Calendar
12/6

Prayer Group @10am
Church Council @ 7pm

12/7

Bible Study @ 3:45pm

12/13

Prayer Group @9:30am
UMW Meeting @ 10am

UMW Projects a Resounding Success!
Great news concerning the Holiday Bazaar that the United
Methodist Women put on Nov. 12th! With the help of the
whole church in contributing collectibles, hand-crafted
items, books and baked goods, as well as participating in the
Bazaar and making purchases, the revenue to date
amounts to $3622.75. (Yeah!)
UMW will have the job and the joy of dispersing the funds
at the December 13 UMW meeting. There will be more to
come about these disbursements in the January
Newsletter. Thank you all so very much in making the
Bazaar such a fun and successful event!
The clothing drive in
October was also a
success with quite
a number of boxes of
good clothing collected.
These clothes were
taken to the Lucky Star
consignment shops
(Silverdale, Kingston and
Poulsbo) to give clothes
buying credit to women recipients involved in the Kitsap
County Scarlet Road project.

UMW December Meeting
The upcoming December UMW meeting will be held in the
Fellowship Hall Tuesday, Dec. 13. The business meeting will
begin at 10:00 am, followed
by a Christmas Program that
Janet Condon and Mary
Schroff are putting
together. Please each bring
one can of a broth soup
and we will have a stone
soup luncheon at noon with
bread, dessert and beverages provided. All women are invited
to come to this time of planning and fellowship together.

Finance @ 2pm
12/14

Bible Study @ 10am

12/20

Prayer Group @10am

12/21

Bible Study @ 3:45pm
Trustees @ 7pm

12/24

Christmas Eve Service @

12/25

Christmas! Happy Birthday!

12/26

Super Supper @ 5pm

12/27

Prayer Group @10am
Days for Girls @ 10am
Staff Parish @ 7pm

12/28

Bible Study @ 3:45pm

December Birthdays
12/2

Prudence Brownell

12/3

Steven Roberts

12/3

Deborah LeCerff

12/19

Nancy Quitslund

12/21

Laura Isenman

12/24

Beth Balder

12/30

Madi Cushman

12/31

Tommy Smith

Anniversaries
12/13

Varon & Anne Mullis

12/27

Chuck & Mary Schroff

Pictures of 2016
EASTER 2016

Pentecost Sunday—May 15,2016

A Fond Farewell to Pastor Henre
June 2016

And a big welcome to Pastor Colin & Madi
July 2016

And our very own Seabold Montessori is flourishing!

101st UMW Holiday Bazaar—Fun, Festive & a Success!

Book of the Month
One Imperfect Christmas
By Myra Johnson
Graphic designer Natalie Pearce faces the most difficult Christmas of her life. For almost a year, her
mother has lain in a nursing home, the victim of a
massive stroke, and Natalie blames herself for not
being there when it happened. Worse, she's allowed
the monstrous load of guilt to drive a wedge between
her and everyone she loves—most of all her husband
Daniel. Her marriage is on the verge of dissolving, her
prayer life is suffering, and she's one Christmas away
from hitting rock bottom. Junior-high basketball
coach Daniel Pearce is at his wit's end. Nothing he's
done has been able to break through the wall Natalie
has erected between them. And their daughter Lisa's
adolescent rebellion isn't helping matters. As Daniel's
hope reaches its lowest ebb, he wonders if this
Christmas will spell the end of his marriage and the
loss of everything he holds dear.

FINANCE UPDATE
Report of Financial Status - January thru October

Income
Expense
diff
cum diff

Jan
9,667
11,830
-2,163
-2,163

Feb
Mar
14,297 15,208
13,188 12,445
1,109 2,763
-1,054 1,709

Apr
11,460
18,761
-7,301
-5,592

May
18,123
17,557
566
-5,026

Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
13,323 13,804 8,492 14,944 14,761
15,618 18,378 13,090 12,965 14,601
-2,295 -4,574 -4,598
1,979
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Seabold United Methodist Church
6894 Seabold Church Road
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
Phone 206.842.3622/877.842.3622

Christmas
Eve Service
7:30 pm

