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In Faith and Community, We Love, Serve and Grow
Dec 2016/Jan 2017

Dear all,
This time of year is always a little bit crazy and
a little bit hectic. I certainly am no exception to
that. Add onto that all of the insanity happening
at a national and international level, and it
makes for a recent past that is anything but
normal. But even in the midst of this craziness,
we are called to (in the words of the spiritual)
“keep our eyes on the prize.”
For me, the prize I focus on is being in deep,
abiding community with our cities. Of course, we
as Christians are called to be out and about,
working faithfully within our communities—not to “save” them, but to be able to participate in
the great thing God is doing through them. As Christians, community is baked into our DNA. In
our church, we practice communion every week. We share with each other those things on our
hearts. And we join together in leaving the world just a little bit better than we found it.
One of the things that I recently did was an excellent in-depth training about domestic
violence through the YWCA. Some of you will remember the recent conversation we had with
Amy Sanford-Schmidt about the upcoming Morrow Manor transitional home. (If you don’t, the
sermon is posted on our website.) We talked about how Domestic Violence persists in our
communities and affects many of us. As Christians, living and working within our communities,
this is the type of thing that we get involved with. We help take care of those most hurting.
All throughout the Bible we hear this topsy-turvy message that the first will be last, and the
last will be first. That the poor will be lifted up, and the rich cast down. That the ones that you
need to take special care of are the orphans, the widows, the immigrants. As Christians, that is
what directs our work: helping to care for the least of these. Sometimes that means helping to
bandage them after they have fallen. And sometimes that means going upstream to prevent
them from falling in the first place.
Remember: we as a church need to do something differently, because the (capital-C) Church
is dying. We are in the position where our old models just flat-out aren’t working anymore. We
need to invent new ways of being church. However, we do need some moorings to hold us as
we invent new ways of being. And this is one strong mooring of the Christian faith: God cares
deeply about the most wounded.
As we keep pondering what we will be in the future, let us keep doing the good work within
our communities.
Best,
Pastor Colin

Seabold United Methodist Women
2016 Year-End Distribution of Funds
Bazaar Receipts

$3,768.70

Total Funds Available

$4,509.58*

Undesignated Gift to UMW Mission

$1,000.00

UMCOR

$400.00

Atlantic Street Center

$350.00

Tacoma Community House

$250.00

Imagine No Malaria

$100.00

North Kitsap Fishline (Poulsbo)

$300.00

Helpline House (Bainbridge)

$300.00

Island Time Activities

$300.00

Freedom from Fistula (Africa)

$100.00

Coffee Oasis (Poulsbo)

$300.00

Scarlet Road (Kitsap County)

$100.00

One Child One Heart (Swaziland)

$100.00

Si a La Vida (Nicaragua)

$100.00

Morrow Manor for Domestic
Violence Survivors (Poulsbo)
Total Giving

$300.00

Ending Balance

January Calendar
1/3

Prayer Group @10am

1/4

Bible Study @ 3:45pm

1/10

Prayer Group @9:30am
UMW Meeting @ 10am
Finance @ 2pm

1/11

Bible Study @ 10am

1/17

Prayer Group @10am

1/18

Bible Study @ 3:45pm
Trustees @ 7pm

1/24

Prayer Group @ 10am
Days for Girls @ 10am
Staff/Parish @ 7pm

1/25

Bible Study @ 3:45pm

1/28

4-H Cooking @ 2pm

$ 4,000.00

1/30

Super Supper @ 5pm

$509.58

1/31

Prayer Group @ 10am
Church Council @ 7pm

UMW January Meeting
Our January United Methodist Women business meeting
will begin at 10:00am on Tuesday, January 10th, followed by
a Gratitude and Service Program led by Mary Schroff at
11:00am. All women are invited to come and asked to please
bring a broth soup to heat up with othe3r soups for our
luncheon at 12 noon. Beverages, bread and dessert will be
provided. A fun time of fellowship and chatter will surely
ensue.
The next Days for Girls workshop will be held on Tuesday,
Dec. 27th at 10:00am at the
church. Looking ahead to
2017, Interfaith Advocacy
Day at the capitol in Olympia
will take place Thursday,
February 9th. Looking even further ahead, Mission U will be
held in Ellensburg July 14—17.
Happy New Year to All!!

January Birthdays
1/4

Carol Webb

1/4

Margaret Loving

1/7

Virginia Bond

1/11

Kathleen Berfield

1/11

Amy Singh

1/16

Caroline Roberts

1/20

Chuck Schroff

FINANCE UPDATE
Report of Financial Status - January thru October

Income
Expense
diff
cum diff

Jan
9,667
11,830
-2,163
-2,163

Feb
Mar
14,297 15,208
13,188 12,445
1,109 2,763
-1,054 1,709

Apr
11,460
18,761
-7,301
-5,592

May
18,123
17,557
566
-5,026

Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
13,323 13,804 8,492 14,944 14,761 11,599
15,618 18,378 13,090 12,965 14,601 11,392
-2,295 -4,574 -4,598
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Not much to report this month. Income and expenditures about equal with income slightly higher. We are already
into December as you read this report. December is traditionally a good month in terms of income so we hope the
tradition continues.
You will soon be receiving a mailing from the church that leads us into the 2017 Stewardship campaign. We will tell
you how important your gifts to the church so we hope that you will carefully consider your giving at Christmas (so
that we can pay our 2016 apportionments in full and enter 2017 in a stronger position than we entered this year.)
2016 is our last year with an adjustment to our apportionment. We had a 50 percent reduction in 2015, a 20 percent reduction this year so now we face a full apportionment for 2017.
We wish you and yours a Merry and Meaningful Christmas and a Happy New Year.

The Finance Committee

Seabold United Methodist Church
6894 Seabold Church Road
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
Phone 206.842.3622/877.842.3622

