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F RO M T H E P R E S I D E N T
Fast and furious would be a great way to describe this planting season. It’s hard to believe what a difference a year
makes. Potato planting has wrapped up in the Central Sands. Peas and carrots are being planted on a steady basis and
sweet corn planting has started. Potato hilling is being done as well. In fact, we have reports of potatoes starting to
emerge already. I would estimate that if the weather holds, the majority of the field corn and a large portion of the soybeans will be planted in the state by May 15th. Various areas of the state have received some much needed rain.
I certainly feel we are going to see a very challenging year ahead for agriculture. I think commodity prices will stay
low. Input costs need to come down. I am surprised that fertilizer prices have not come down. I would certainly hold off on
purchasing any Nitrogen as long as possible. With natural gas prices as low as they are, fertilizer companies are making a
lot of money. A few years ago these companies were shutting down their plants because natural gas was to expensive for
them to compete with foreign production. Now there are several huge facilities being built in the U.S.
Credit is going to become a larger issue in coming years. While we have not seen too many issues this year, I believe
that if commodity prices—corn, soybeans, wheat and milk—stay low, that lenders are going to scrutinize loans much more
closely. I believe that lenders will lend a certain amount to a grower and tell him to have his suppliers finance the rest of his
inputs. The only problem with this is that the bank or other lender holds all the security. It’s not much fun being an unsecured creditor in good times but a lot worse in tough times.
All of us at T H want to thank you for the support you have given us over the years. We look forward to working with
you again this year and strive to help make your growing season successful.
I would also like to wish all the wonderful Mothers out
there a Happy Mother’s Day!
“The pessimist complains about the
wind. The optimist expects it to
Sincerely,
change. The leader adjusts the sails.”
Robert L. Zimpel
John Maxwell
President
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We are in full bloom in the Gays Mills area. This is
about a week earlier than normal. We put the bees in
last weekend. Looks like we are going to have a good
bloom. Sturgeon Bay was in Green Tip. It appears that
the cherry crop may have suffered some damage this
winter. This may have occurred when we had some cold
temperatures in December.
Now is the time to be considering applications of Agri
-Strep if you have had Fire Blight issues in past years.
You will also need to keep a good scab spray program
going with all of the rain.

This is going to become a bigger problem every year.
Every business I talk to is lamenting how difficult it is to
find help. It is becoming especially tough in agriculture.
No one wants to work the hours and weekends that we
have to in production agriculture. Money doesn’t seem to
be the motivator it once was. Do you think it might be
easier to not work and get paid than work??
We are blessed at T H. We have the same experienced staff we have had for several years plus we have
been able to add some other very qualified people. Take
a look on the next page as we introduce our newest team
members!

Insects
The warm weather has accelerated insect activity.
Bob Zimpel
Spotted Tentiform Leafminer, Redbanded Leafroller,
robertz@thagrichemicals.com
Obliquebanded Leafroller and Oriental Fruit Moths are
showing increased activity across the state. There is also a
report of Thrips in a Fond du Lac county orchard.
PLEASE SUPPORT
YOUR LOCAL
Bob Zimpel
robertz@thagrichemicals.com
FARM MARKETS!
(They will be open soon!)
**Agri-Strep is a registered trademark of ADAMA.

Welcome New Employees Ben, Connie, Tom & Bob
Ben Jahnke ~
T H is happy to announce that Ben Jahnke has accepted a sales position with us.
Ben lives in Manchester, WI. He graduated from UW-River Falls with a degree in
Agronomy. He will be calling on customers in southern WI for us.
He enjoys being active in the outdoors, hunting and fishing.
Please give Ben a warm welcome to the T H family!
Ben can be contacted via cellphone at (715) 570-7055 or email him at
BenJ@thagrichemicals.com.
Connie Beggs ~
We are happy to have Connie Beggs join T H as an administrative assistant! Connie has lived in the area for about eight years. She previously worked in the medical
field and is working on her nursing degree. Connie and her husband Doug own a local
business, DJ’s Corner Bar. She enjoys reading, cooking and gardening in her spare
time.
Please give Connie a warm welcome when you call in or stop in the office!
Tom Guth ~
Tom has lived in the area all his life and worked as a farmer. He knows what it
is like to work in agriculture. He is married to Margi and they have three daughters
and have eight grandchildren that they enjoy spending time with. Tom also enjoys
working in the garden. He went to high school in Almond and took a WI Farm Short
Course in Madison.
Tom will be delivering to our customers and helping in the warehouse. Please
welcome Tom to T H!
Bob Happersett ~
Bob is a life-long resident of Redgranite, WI and owned a used auto dealership
for the past 28 years. He has been married to his wife Linda for 39 years and has
two children, BJ who is in Minneapolis and Melissa (Brad) Gustin and a new granddaughter Rylee Gustin.
Bob will be delivering to our customers and helping in the warehouse. Please welcome Bob to T H!

STRAWBERRIES
You should begin applying your first application of fungicide and other products. In addition to fungicides (Pristine is
one of my favorites), I also add 5 lbs. of 20-20-20 and 2 ozs. of Messenger Gold to the tank. We have lost Endosulfan, Thiodan and Thionex for insect control. I feel that Tarnished Plant Bugs are the worst problem. I am going to use Assail 30
SG for control of this pest. Tarnished Plant Bug adults are currently being found in alfalfa fields. So far the Spotted Wing
Drosophila (SWD) has not been an issue in strawberries but I would certainly keep vigilant because there is a lot we don’t
understand about how this insect over winters. There are several different traps available to help monitor this insect.
Also, if you had any Thrip issues in the past keep a close eye out as warm day weather can allow these populations to
increase rapidly.
Bob Zimpel
robertz@thagrichemicals.com
**Pristine is a registered trademark of BASF; Messenger Gold is a registered trademark of Plant Health Care; Endosulfan 3EC is a
registered trademark of Drexel Chemical Co.; Thiodan EC is a registered trademark of Bayer CropSciences; Thionex is a registered trademark of ADAMA; Assail 30 SG is a registered trademark of United Phosphorus.

Need Better Quality and More Alfalfa?
Did the winter kill get you short of
feed inventory? Consider using a fungicide to help promote higher yield
and quality. Disease starts lower in
the canopy and will continue to linger
when conditions exist, such as cool and
wet weather.
Using Azoxy 2SC at 6 ozs per acre
will help protect your crop. Apply
Azoxy to 6 inch tall alfalfa but 14 days
prior to harvest. It is best to treat prior to cutting both first and second
crop. It is very economical and will
help that alfalfa in the long run.
Give us a call if you have any
questions.
Jeff Luttropp, CCA
jeffl@thagrichemicals.com

**Azoxy 2SC is a registered trademark of Willowood USA.

WATER LESS, WATER LESS, WATER LESS!!!
What part of water less don’t we understand?!
Precision Labs has developed two products to help growers use less water and electricity to irrigate crops. These
products will also reduce clodding on heavier soils. This will also reduce soil compaction. Use of these products will also
improve movement of water, nutrients and soil-active products in the root zone.
Quicken is the first product. Quicken should be applied at the rate of 1 quart per acre after the last tillage operation. Quicken can be applied with herbicides, insecticides or fungicides. Growers should apply a second application of
Quicken at 1 pint per acre, two weeks later.
Tolero is the second product that was developed for irrigated crops. Tolero can be applied through the irrigation
water at 1 quart per acre, with subsequent applications of 1 pint per acre at 2 week intervals. The product should be
used after an application of Quicken or used by itself as a replacement for the first application.
The use of tensiometers is encouraged to optimize irrigation and use LESS water.
Give us a call with any questions and past results.
Steve Rosenthal, CCA
stever@thagrichemicals.com
**Quicken and Tolero are registered trademarks of Precision Labs.

FUNGICIDES
Many of you are aware that chlorothalonil fungicides like Echo ZN, Equis ZN and Bravo ZN are in short supply.
We placed our orders last September and are fortunate to be receiving product. We will certainly have enough
product to take care of our regular customers and additional product may be available to supply growers that may
not be able to get it from their regular supplier.
Give Steve or myself a call to discuss your fungicide requirements.
Bob Zimpel
robertz@thagrichemicals.com
**Echo ZN is a registered trademark of Advan-Sipcam; Equis ZN is a registered trademark of ADAMA; Bravo ZN is a registered
trademark of Syngenta.

T H Agri-Chemicals, Inc.
P.O. Box 265
617 E. North St.
Plainfield, WI 54966
Phone: (715) 335-6343
Toll Free: (866) 666-THAG
Fax: (715) 335-4949
Email: thag@thagrichemicals.com
Website: www.thagrichemicals.com

Cellphone Numbers
Robert Zimpel

(715) 570-7091

Steve Rosenthal

(715) 570-7092

Jeannine Chilewski

(715) 570-7093

Jeff Luttropp

(715) 570-7082

Randy Billington

(715) 570-7095

Ben Jahnke

(715) 570-7055

Summer Hours: Monday—Friday: 7 am—5:00 pm & Saturdays: 7 am—noon

CORN HERBICIDE FLEXABILITY!
Growers looking for an excellent herbicide program should consider using Instigate herbicide. DuPont has developed
this product to give you the same results as a Lumax type program, but with a much lower cost.
Instigate can be applied Preplant. PPI and early post up to V-2.
Applying Instigate with Parallel (Me-too-lachlor II, etc.) along with Atrazine will give you an excellent season long weed
control program.
A good program for most soils would be as follows:
Instigate
5 ounces/acre
PLEASE ALWAYS READ AND
Atrazine 9-0
½ - ¾ lb/acre
FOLLOW ALL PRODUCT
Parallel
1 ½ - 2 pints/ acre
Give us a call with specific crop recommendations for your farm.

LABEL DIRECTIONS!

Steve Rosenthal, CCA
stever@thagrichemicals.com
**Lumax is a registered trademark of Syngenta; Instigate is a registered trademark of DuPont; Atrazine 90DF and Me-toolachlor II are registered trademarks of Drexel Chemical Co.; Parallel is a registered trademark of ADAMA.

CHRISTMAS TREE NEWS...
JOY OF THE JAPENESE BEETLE?????
Growers shipping containerized, balled and burlapped or rooted plants west of the Mississippi River will need a Japanese
beetle compliance agreement. If you are only shipping bareroot stock it does not apply.
Wisconsin is designated a Category 3 state, which means we are generally infested with Japanese beetles. If you are
shipping these plants to these states you will have to either dip B & B and container plants in a registered insecticide if the
ball is 32 inches or less with chlorpyrifos or bifenthrin. Pre-harvest soil surface treatments can also be made with imidacloprid or thiamethoxam. Irrigation or rainfall must occur within 24 hours after application to move the active ingredient to
the root zone.
Growers can find details at http://nationalplantboard.org/documents-and-policies/japanese-beetle-harmonization-plan.
Growers can also call Ellen Hermanson, Plant Pest Specialist, at WDATP, (608)-224-4576, or email her at:
ellen.hermanson@wisconsin.gov.
SPRING HAS SPRUNG –THE GRASS HAS?????
The weather in Wisconsin has changed rapidly in the past couple of weeks. Many growers have called and stated that
everything has greened up in the fields and they did not get time to apply any pre-emergent herbicides. Growers still have
options for controlling weeds and grass. Clethodim 2EC (Arrow 2EC, Fusilade DX, etc.) can be applied for grass over the top
of most trees even after budbreak. Read the label for the addition of surfactant or crop oil. Stinger can be applied for
broadleaf weeds as well. Weeds should be no taller than 5 -6 inches, and no additional surfactant is needed. The two products can also be mixed together, but the additional surfactant should not be added. Growers can expect to see results in 10
– 14 days.
Give us a call with questions.
Steve Rosenthal, CCA
stever@thagrichemicals.com
**Clethodim 2EC is a registered trademark of Willowood USA; Arrow 2DC is a registered trademark of ADAMA; Fusilade DX is a
registered trademark of Syngenta; Stinger is a registered trademark of Dow AgroSciences.

