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FROM THE PRESIDENT
This will be the last newsletter for the 2016 season. While things are winding down for us at T H, harvest will be going
hot and heavy for the next couple of months. Crop yields are very good and with the additional heat units this year’s harvest on sweet corn and snap beans will be completed about a week earlier than normal.
The labor situation continues to be a big issue with very few exceptions, everyone is having a difficult time finding
help. It isn’t easy to lay awake at night knowing you have produced a great crop and not know how you are going to get it
harvested or shipped to market. If it’s this bad now where are we going to be in five years? At least Donald Trump is starting to recognize agriculture and the issues we face.
We at T H are thankful for the support you have given us again this year. As we go forward into our 35th year we know
that we owe our success to the many loyal customers that have supported us over the years. We appreciate this and look
forward to working with you in the future. Please stop and visit us at the winter trade shows, we will exhibiting!
Agriculture is still the greatest business to be involved in!
PLEASE SUPPORT
YOUR LOCAL
FARM MARKETS!

Sincerely,

Robert L. Zimpel
President
robertz@thagrichemicals.com

Politics from the President
With the Second Amendment continuing to be under pressure by gun control advocates I would like to share
the following information.
The world’s largest army is American’s hunters. If you add up the following information you will see how this
striking conclusion was reached. If you total up the deer licenses sold you can see how this number is reached.
Each year Wisconsin has over 600,000 deer hunters. This would make this the eighth largest army in the world.
Add in the 750,000 hunters in Pennsylvania and Michigan’s 700,000 plus 250,000 for West Virginia, it establishes
the fact that hunters from these 4 states would comprise one of the largest armies in the world. Finally, add in all
of the hunters from our other states and it’s millions more.
The point is that America should be forever safe from foreign invasion with that kind of home grown fire power. Hunting is not just a way to fill the freezer, it’s a matter of national security. That is why all enemies foreign
and domestic want to see us disarmed.
Overall it’s true, so if we disregard some assumptions that hunters don’t possess the same skills as soldiers
(many of our hunters are veterans so we will have experienced leadership) the question would still remain, what
army of 2 million wants to face 30, 40, or 50 armed citizens?
I feel good that I have an army of millions of law abiding citizens who would protect us and our lands. It’s important that we do everything possible to protect our Second Amendment rights. If our forefathers had not had
their firearms and the courage to fight for our freedom, we would still be an English Colony.

God Bless America!
Bob Zimpel
robertz@thagrichemicals.com

FALL WEED CONTROL
Are you taking out a sod field or burning off that wheat stubble? Fall is the best time to control winter annuals
like dandelion, chickweed or even alfalfa. Product choices are determined based on your crop rotation. There are
good options available even if you don’t know what’s next, such as Panoflex™ by DuPont™. Panoflex™ is rotationally friendly to plant wheat, corn and soybeans. Panoflex™ mixed with glyphosate and 2-4D will give you the best
kill. Remember, we can still spray after the first killing frost, you just need to pick out a warm day.
Fall is also a good time to control dandelion in your established alfalfa with a product called Tuscany™. You will
need to spray overwintering regrowth before 6 inches tall.
Give us a call if you have any questions or need to place an order!
Jeff Luttropp, CCA
jeffl@thagrichemicals.com
**Panoflex™ is a registered trademark of DuPont™; Tuscany™ is a registered trademark of Nufarm.

MINI-BULK TANKS
Please give us a call if your mini-bulk tanks are empty! Next time we are in the area we will
arrange to pick them up! Thank you for your support!

TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL WHEAT ESTABLISHMENT
Listed below are the top 7 recommendations for successful wheat establishment from Shawn Conley, Small Grains
Specialist with UW Madison:
1. Variety selection: Use the 2016 WI Wheat Performance Test to look at the varieties with superior winter
survival, disease resistance, lodging scores, test weight and the top yielding. No one variety is ideal for every
location.
2. Plant new seed, it’s not the best to plant saved seed. Most varieties are Plant Variety Protected, you may
replant on your own land, but not resell them to your neighbor. Always check the germination, ideally plant a
minimum of 85% germ. If you sprayed glyphosate as a harvest aid, do NOT replant, as the germ could have
been affected.
3. A fungicide treated wheat is recommended for WI. Seed treatments only protect the young seedlings
from seed borne and soil borne pathogens, therefore they do not have any effect on infection next spring. If
you are using saved seed, treatments are a must.
4. Wheat should be planted 1 inch deep. Shallow wheat is more susceptible to winter kill.
5. Target planting wheat from September 15th to October 1st and from 1,300,000 to 1,750,000 seeds per acre.
6. After October 1st you should increase your population to account for reduced fall tillering.

7. Crop rotation matters. Tests show growers that plant wheat after soybeans do the best followed by corn
silage, grain corn, and lastly wheat. Do not plant saved seed if planting wheat on wheat, and make sure all
the volunteer wheat is killed off to prevent a bridge for insects.
Remember to follow up with a great herbicide and fungicide program next year to protect your investment.
Give me a call and we can discuss the best program for you.
Also, please consider planting Legacy wheat on your farm, it has done very well in the yield trials this year and in
past years. T H has been recommending Legacy Seed for several years now and we can help you pick the best
choice for your farm.
Jeff Luttropp, CCA
jeffl@thagrichemicals.com

SUDDEN DEATH SYNDROME & BROWN STEM ROT OF SOYBEANS
Often people get these two diseases mixed up because both
show similar signs. Sudden Death Syndrome (SDS) initially shows interveinal chlorotic spots on leaves between the veins, then the leaves Sudden Death
turn brown and cupped. As we move into fall the leaves will fall off
Syndrome
and the roots will become rotten allowing for the plant to be easily
pulled from the ground. A greyish colored area typically develops on Picture by UW
Extension WI
the lower stem and the inside of the stem will remain white, unlike
Field Crops
Brown Stem Rot (BSR). If you see SDS only a few things can be done.
Pathology
The first, is to have the field sampled for nematodes as they are often
associated with this disease. There is a seed treatment you may consider using, plant a resistant variety, reduce soil moisture with drainage and minimizing compaction helps.
BSR is a pathogen that affects the plants vascular system, eventually
reducing the movement of water and nutrients. You will have to cut open
the stem to identify BSR. The stem will be brown inside and the leaves will
become discolored and look wilted and cupped. Unlike SDS, the leaves typically hang on after maturity. Control measures include crop rotation and
early planting dates, which should be coupled with seed treatments. Seed
treatments do not help against BSR, but they do help the plant get off to a
quick start if planting early.
If you have any questions please give me a call and we can discuss your
plan for next year if you’ve been experiencing these issues.
Brown Stem Rot - Picture by UW Extension
WI Field Crops Pathology

Jeff Luttropp, CCA
jeffl@thagrichemicals.com

FUMIGATION
We will start fumigating potato ground right after Labor Day. At T H we have updated our
equipment and we are ready to go! Let the most experienced company provide you with the best
fumigation job available.
Give Bob or Steve a call today to get on the schedule!

WATERHEMP OPTIONS

MAKING THE CASE FOR ERASE!

We continue to receive calls about waterhemp in
soybeans. Right now there aren’t any options. There
are a couple of things you may consider at harvest
time, give me a call if you are interested in more information.
T H is planning two grower meetings for December
about how to control this invasive weed. The dates
and locations have not been picked yet but they will be
near Oshkosh and Plymouth. We will post information
on our website when we have it.

One of the most important things you can do in the
fall is clean out your spray equipment. Ammonia and
bleach may help, but they will not clean out the hoses in
sprayers.
Precision Labs has developed a great product called
Erase. It is the only product we have found that will clean
out the tanks and the hoses as well.
You can go on their website at
www.precisionlab.com or give us a call for more information. Start 2017 off with a clean sprayer and prevent
problems before they start!

Jeff Luttropp, CCA
jeffl@thagrichemicals.com

Steve Rosenthal, CCA
stever@thagrichemicals.com

T H Agri-Chemicals, Inc.
P.O. Box 265
617 E. North St.
Plainfield, WI 54966
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(866) 666-8424 Toll Free
(715) 335-4949 Fax
Email: thag@thagrichemicals.com
Website: thagrichemicals.com

Cellphone Numbers
Robert Zimpel

(715) 570-7091

Steve Rosenthal

(715) 570-7092

Jeannine Chilewski

(715) 570-7093

Jeff Luttropp

(715) 570-7082

Randy Billington

(715) 570-7096

Winter Hours: 8:00 am—5:00 pm Monday through Friday

Hillcrest orchard has
Apples for sale!
Give me a call on what apple varieties are
currently available! We also may have pumpkins
and squash available.
Bob Zimpel
(715) 335-6343 Office
(715) 570-7091 Mobile
RYE FOR SALE!
Rich Swanke has 7,000 bushel of Rye for sale.
Call (920) 299-6028
AN OLD FARMER’S ADVICE







Keep skunks and bankers at a distance.
A bumblebee is considered faster than a John
Deere tractor.
Do not corner something that you know is meaner
than you.
If you get to thinking you’re a person of some influence, try ordering someone else’s dog around.
(Unknown)

FRUIT UPDATE
Apple harvest has started in earnest in many
areas of the state. At Hillcrest, we have completed
harvest of our Red Free, Paula and Dandy Reds,
Ruby Macs and have color picked our Zestar and
Gala once. The size and quality of the fruit is excellent so far. I have never had Gala this size. I don’t
know if we just got lucky thinning or if the easy
winter and a lot of rain had more to do with it. We
do have a lot of frost rings in our Honeycrisp and
some areas of the orchard have little or no fruit. It
still could be a good year if we can get the crop
picked.
The tart cherry crop was excellent along with
blueberries. We even had a decent strawberry crop
at Hillcrest after the freeze where we lost our King
blossoms along with some of the larger berries on
clusters.
The pumpkins, gourds and squash crops look
good, although pumpkins are ripening a little too

early.
It appears that we have developed some effective programs to control the Spotted Wing Drosophilia. There will be more information about this at
the winter shows, come see us at our booth!
Bob Zimpel
robertz@thagrichemicals.com

CHRISTMAS TREE NEWS...
Labor Day is here and it is time to start thinking about fall applications of herbicides. If you decide that fall is time to
apply, you should increase the rate of herbicides by 10%, but do not go over the highest recommended rate on the label.
If you are considering using glyphosate in the fall, make sure that you feel the buds on the trees. If they are hard like
a pea, then you should be ok. Application of glyphosate should be avoided for two weeks after shearing trees, or severe
injury may occur.
2016 Convention
Dave and Laurie Propst did a great job in putting on an outstanding convention. I know how much hard work goes
into putting on this event and they came through with flying colors. Thanks to all the growers who stopped at my booth
and for the purchases you made. We will see you in Fond du Lac at the winter convention in January!
Steve Rosenthal, CCA
stever@thagrichemicals.com

