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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Happy birthday T H Agri-Chemicals, Inc.!! On June 1st, 1982 T H Agri-Chemicals, Inc. was incorporated right here in beautiful Plainfield, WI. We were fortunate that the company I worked for, Thompson
Hayward Chemical, decided to get out of the Ag business and were willing to give the managers of three retail
outlets in the U.S. a chance to purchase them. When we purchased T H the Ford Expedition that I drive now
is worth more than my net worth was then. Fortunately when big companies decide to do something, they can
be very flexible.
From June 1st, 1982 to now we have experienced significant growth. We have been one of the
CropLife Top 100 Largest Ag Retailers in the U.S. for the last 26 years. This growth would not
have occurred if we had not had the support of you, our customers. We continue to strive to provide you with
the best products available, whether it is from a basic manufacturer or a generic on, at a competitive price.
Our personnel have had many years of experience in a wide variety of crops, which allows us to give you the
best advice possible to take care of whatever problems you may have in growing your crops, whether it is on
insects, disease or any other pestilence that may occur. Our support staff in the office, warehouse and our delivery people are all dedicated to making working with T H a satisfying experience.
Sincerely,

PLEASE SUPPORT
YOUR LOCAL
FARM MARKETS!

Robert L. Zimpel
President

STRAWBERRIES
Strawberries are staring to ripen at Hillcrest. We have opened
for picking on June 6th.
We found thrips in a customer’s field on May 30th. The infestation was bad enough that they were starting to bronze the berries.
Several years ago, they were so bad several growers lost their entire
crop.
One thing I have noticed is our berries tend to be a little smaller
this year. Could be that the cold, wet weather is an issue.
We are going be charging $1.80/lb. for you pick this year and
$5.50/qt. if we pick. If you purchase 10 qts. of pre-picked berries at
one time, the price drops to $5.00/qt. Don’t be afraid to charge a
fair price for your berries. It takes a lot of hard work to produce a
crop and you should be rewarded accordingly.
Be on the watch for the spotted winged drosophila. I have never
had a problem with them in past years but I am going to be putting
traps out this year because this insect appears to be arriving earlier
every year. Traps are available at www.greatlakesipm.com or call
#800-235-0285.
Bob Zimpel
robertz@thagrichemicals, Inc.

PHONES
One of my biggest pet peeves in life is
calling a business and have a machine
answer with a list of options on how to
contact a person or department.
As long as we are operating T H, a real
person will be answering the phone!
Bob Zimpel











One Liners
Early bird gets the worm but the
second mouse gets the cheese.
I intend to live forever, so far so
good.
If you ain’t making waves you ain’t
kicking hard enough.
The only substitute for good manners is fast reflexes.
If you choke a Smurf what color
does it turn?

IT’S MESSENGER TIME!
It won’t be long and some of the potato plants in the Central Sands will be starting to close rows. Cool,
wet weather seems to make the spuds grow overnight.
Fresh market growers should put the first application of Messenger Gold on at tuber initiation, with a
second application 2 -3 weeks later and with an additional application 2 weeks before vine killing. The rate
for each application is 2 ounces per acre. Growers will see scab reduction, better quality and increased yield
when they use Messenger Gold. Seed potato growers should make the first application at hooking if they
want to increase the set of the variety involved. Give us a call with any questions.
Steve Rosenthal, CCA
stever@thagrichemicals.com
**Messenger Gold is a registered trademark of Plant Health Care, Inc.

FERTILIZER UPDATE
Nitrogen prices are starting to decline. Buy on an
as-needed basis. Call us for current pricing.
Other fertilizer products are mostly flat, but expect
some deals on potash, DAP and other raw materials as
companies come out with summer fill programs.
Bob Zimpel
robertz@thagrichemicals.com
In this time of political turmoil and fake news I
feel the following quote from Thomas Paine is
very appropriate.
“To argue with a person who has renounced the
use of reason is like administering medicine to
the dead.”

Spee Dee & UPS Shipments
PLEASE make sure to open up all boxes
you receive from us when we ship product to you via Spee Dee or UPS. We often consolidate the products into as few
boxes as possible to save you money. So
even if the box says Credit 41 Extra, it
might have a 2.5 gal of that and also a
2.5 gal container or other packaged product you ordered with it inside.

Thank you!

WHEAT HERBICIDES & FUNGICIDES
Wheat is moving along very quickly and in some areas a lot has reached the heading stage.
Once heads are out, we can no longer put herbicides on and our fungicide options are very limited.
If you do have weeds, you can apply glyphosate (Credit 41Extra) once the grain moisture is a max
of 30%. Credit 41 Extra can be applied at 1 quart per acre, 7 days before harvest. Note - treated
wheat can be feed to livestock. You may also choose to add in 2,4-D or a banvel product for added weed control. Follow the label for preharvest intervals and crop rotations in case you are seeding it down to alfalfa or cover crops.
For fungicide spraying, most of the products can no longer be used. We need to switch away
from any azoxystrobin products after heading is complete. Products like Prosaro 421 SC, Teb 3.6
SC and Bumper also suppress Fusarium head blight (FSB) or scab. Conditions have been great for
disease development and timing of fungicides is critical. Please call T H if you have any questions
or need to order product.
Jeff Luttropp, CCA
jeffl@thagrichemicals.com
**Prosaro 421 SC is a registered trademark of Bayer CropScience; Teb 3.6 SC is a registered trademark of Willowood; Bumper is a registered trademark of ADAMA.

WHAT’S BUGGIN YOU?
The recent WI Pest Bulletin by DATCP shows there is a lot of insect activity, especially if you are
a corn or soybean producer. Black cutworm calls have been coming in all around the state. A perfect storm is developing due to late termination of cover crops, and substantial moth flights, delayed planting and lack of weed control have all contributed to the problem. Scouting closely over
the next few weeks by walking your emerged thru V5 corn. Spraying is required if feeding is observed. Armyworm flights have started so keep an eye out for them, especially in wheat, watch for
head clipping. If you must spray for armyworm use Mustang Maxx (14 days) due to the PHI. Most
other insectides won’t fit your harvest and feeding schedules (30 days). Slugs are being observed
out there in no-till, and wet fields. On slugs there is nothing we can do for control other than hoping for dryer weather.
Jeff Luttropp, CCA
jeffl@thagrichemicals.com
**Mustang Maxx is a registered trademark of FMC.
**WI Pest Bulletin by DATCP can be found online at: https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/pb

TANKS A LOT!!!!

Growers have struggled to not only get crops planted this year but also to get any spraying done when they
do get crops planted. We have had to invest in more tanks, pumps and meters to keep up with demand. Usually
we start getting these tanks back and can re-use them for other growers, but not this year.
Please let us know when you do finish with our equipment so we can pick them up and use them for other
growers. With all the rain we have had we also ask that you keep the electrical parts (meters & pumps) as dry
as possible. Cover them with plastic or a pail. We also thank you for your patience and understanding this spring.

Thanks in advance for your help!

HOLY TOLERO!

CRANBERRY UPDATE

I have had a number of questions about my last
months’ article in regard to eliminating clods this
fall. Growers wanted to know what the difference
was between Quicken and Tolero. Both products
are made by Precision Laboratories and will help
reduce the need to irrigate as well as prevent soil
from clodding, which will slow down digging of potatoes.
Both products are applied at the same rate. 1
quart/acre after last hilling with an additional 1 pint
with the first fungicide. The difference between the
two products is two-fold. Tolero can be applied
through the irrigation and also has rehydrating
ability. The rehydrating aspect will help keep moisture in the hill after a small amount of rain. This
could really help in both non-irrigated and irrigated
situations.
Give me a call if you have any questions.

The red headed flea beetle seems to be a hot
topic this year and is proving to be a formidable opponent for many growers. The flea beetle starts as
an egg that is laid in the ground the year before by
an adult and it overwinters in the soil; the eggs are
not damaged by long periods of flooding and there
is not a known chemical treatment for the larval
stage of this pest. The beetle becomes active underground in June feeding on runners, the adults start
to become active above surface in July with a lifecycle through mid-September. During their time
above the surface doing damage to your vines they
are also laying eggs in the bed for the next year,
which only compounds the problem.
There are several products that are labeled for
this pest and T H will have them in stock ready to
get them to you to help fight the good fight against
this pest. Please contact us with any questions or if
you would like to get one of the labeled products on
order.

Steve Rosenthal, CCA
stever@thagrichemicals.com
**Quicken and Tolero are registered trademarks of Precision
Laboratories.

Jeremy Eichhorn
jeremye@thagrichemicals.com
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Randy Billington
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Summer Hours: 7:00 am—5:30 pm Monday - Friday & Saturdays 7:00 am—Noon

FRUIT UPDATE
We didn’t get the desired results when we thinned the first time.
Cold, wet weather I am sure was the problem because we used the
same products and timing as last year and had excellent results. We
are going to try again today, June 1st, even though the fruit is a little
larger than I like to see. We may not accomplish anything or I may
end up with a lot of pigmy fruit! I will let you know in the next
newsletter.
It appears that the Michigan apple and cherry crops got hit hard
with the freeze a while back. I talked to one of my large apple customers there and he estimated that he had about 50% of his crop left
and he figured a lot of that 50% would have frost damage. He was
going to try to thin the tops of the trees, he said most apples were
about 25 mm.
You should be checking your traps for codling moths. The cool
wet weather has delayed the flight.
Bob Zimpel
robertz@thagrichemicals.com

Return Policy
T H will accept product returns only if the
product is in clean, re-salable condition.
We will not accept dirty, water stained,
or greasy containers. Any containers that
have been opened or the seals broken
will NOT be accepted. This policy is for
everyone’s protection against contamination. Remember, don’t send anything
back that you would not accept if we
were delivering it to you. We will also
need products returned in a timely
fashion.
We will be unable to accept
returns on Herbicides or Insecticides
after July 31st, 2017

CHRISTMAS TREE NEWS...
RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY?

Growers throughout the state have seen an abundance of moisture this spring. The adequate moisture will surely help the new plantings as well as activate the pre-emergent herbicides that were applied.
Growers should be scouting fields for both disease and insects if this weather pattern continues, especially if temperatures increase. Rapid development of both could result and the only
way to detect problems is to scout fields. (It will be good exercise as well). Please let me know
what you find and we can come up with control measures.

WEED AND GRASS ESCAPES

If you get too much moisture some of the herbicides may lose effectiveness before the season ends. There are products that we can apply over the top of actively growing trees for both
grass and broadleaf weeds. These products can be mixed together to kill both at the same
time.
Stinger for broadleaves, and Clethodim for grass should be applied to actively growing
weeds. The weeds and grass should be no more than 5 inches tall. You will see activity @ 7 –
10 days after application. Give us a call for rates and questions.
Steve Rosenthal, CCA
stever@thagrichemicals.com
**Stinger is a registered trademark of Dow AgroSciences; Clethodim 2EC is a registered trademark of
Willowood USA.

