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My son, do not forget my 
teaching, but keep my 
commands in your heart, 
for they will prolong your 
life many years and bring 
you prosperity.

 — Proverbs 3:1-2
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COMMUNITY
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Breaking news
IMPACT senior surprised 

with KPRC scholarship

High

83
Low

76

WEATHER

H I B A C H I
GRILL & BUFFET

HAPPY HOUR!
Senior Citizens 60+ $6.95

Mon-Thurs • 2-5 pm
3703 Garth Road, Baytown • 281-838-8168

SENIORS:  
Lunch   $7.39
Dinner  $9.39

KIDS:   3 -8 $4.99

  9-12 $6.99

ADULTS:

Lunch   $8.69
Dinner  $10.89

• Today: Oficers will be at 
Payton’s Blend, 4318 Hugh 
Echols Blvd., from 6 a.m. to 
10 a.m. where residents can 
enjoy a cup of coffee with 
them. 

• Thursday: From 9 a.m. – 
10 a.m., Baytown oficers 
will join a Zumba class at 24 
Hour Fitness, 3501 Garth. 

Getting the Greenlight

Photos by Nicki Evans for Covestro

Eight-grader Britney Martinez from Gentry Junior School in Baytown studiously watches the effects of mixing chem-
ical at the Greenlight for Girls event Monday in Houston. The event, sponsored by Covestro, is intended to increase 
girls’ interest in the science, engineering and technology ields.

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Mentoring and tutoring students 
with trained, seasoned professionals 
is always a good thing. 

The Baytown Chamber of Com-
merce hosted the 29th Annual Part-
ners in Education and Scholarship 
Luncheon Tuesday to honor those 
who shined a light for students to fol-
low toward success. Beacon Federal 
Credit Union presented the event, 
which was held at the Baytown 
Community Center. 

One huge highlight of the event 
is the recognition of the 2016-2017 

Photos by Matt Hollis

This year’s 2016-2017 Partner of the Year award recipients are ExxonMobil Chemical and Baytown Junior 
School. They were honored at the Baytown Chamber of Commerce’s 29th annual Partners in Education lun-
cheon Tuesday. Pictured are, from left, Macie Schubert, Baytown Chamber of Commerce/PIE chair; BJS Prin-
cipal Matt Bolinger; Melissa Lehmann; Kendall David; Bob Catudal, ExxonMobil Chemical Plant site manager; 
and Chamber board Secretary Roger Elswick.  

Chamber salutes school volunteers

BY ERIC TUCKER, JULIE PACE 
AND CATHERINE LUCEY

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump personally appealed to 
FBI Director James Comey to aban-
don the bureau’s investigation into 
National Security Adviser Michael 
Flynn, according to notes disclosed 
late Tuesday that Comey wrote after 

the meeting. The White House issued 
a furious denial near the end of a tu-
multuous day spent beating back po-
tentially disastrous news reports from 
dawn to dusk.

The bombshell Comey news came 
as the beleaguered administration was 
still struggling mightily to explain 
Monday’s revelation that the presi-
dent had disclosed highly classiied 
information to the Russian foreign 

minister and the country’s ambassa-
dor to the United States.

Defending Trump’s actions, ofi-
cials played down the importance 
and secrecy of the information, which 
had been supplied by Israel under an 
intelligence-sharing agreement, and 
Trump himself said he had “an abso-
lute right” as president to share “facts 
pertaining to terrorism” and airline 
safety with Russia. Yet U.S. allies 

and some members of Congress ex-
pressed concern bordering on alarm.

As for Comey, whom Trump ired 
last week, the FBI director wrote in 
a memo after a February meeting at 
the White House that the new pres-
ident had asked him to shut down 
the FBI’s investigation of Flynn and 
his Russian contacts, said a person 
who had read the memo. The Flynn  

White House denies bombshell report
Memo: Trump asked FBI director to end Flynn probe

TRUMP

n ExxonMobil, Baytown 
Junior School named 
Partner of the Year

SEE PIE • PAGE 10

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

To help grow the number of 
women pursuing careers in the 
Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math ield by means of in-
spiration, Covestro sponsored the 
Greenlight for Girls Day in Hous-
ton Monday. 

For the irst time in Texas, hun-
dreds of local girls, ages 11-15, par-
ticipated in the day-long interactive, 
hands-on science event with retired 
NASA astronaut Brian Duffy along 
with nearly 100 Covestro scientists, 
engineers and other employee vol-
unteers. 

Girls from Cedar Bayou, Gentry, 

Highlands and Horace Mann junior 
schools and girls from underserved 
school districts around Houston 
spent the day code-breaking, mak-
ing batteries from fruit, building 
their own Mars Rover and creating 
their own polymers. 

“They told us that anything is 
possible and I like that,” said Ma-
riah Smith, eighth-grader at Gentry 
Junior School who wants to be a 
neonatal nurse. “It made me believe 
that I can do anything, and no one 
can tell me I can’t.”  

At each Greenlight for Girls 
event, they want girls to take away 
the idea that “anything is possible.” 
In fact, they yell this at the end of 
every Greenlight for Girls event. 

“They said that anything is pos-
sible in the future as you make 
it happen,” said Amanda Lopez, 
eighth-grader from Baytown Junior 
School. “And that was encouraging 
because I want to be a pediatrician. 
I don’t like seeing children that are 
sick and I just want to make a dif-
ference in children’s lives.” 

Founded ive years ago by engi-
neer Melissa Rancourt, Greenlight 
for Girls has volunteers operating 
in every continent of the world, 
encouraging girls of all ages and 
backgrounds to get involved in sci-
ence-related careers, through a va-
riety of activities. 

SEE PROBE • PAGE 3

Event inspires girls in the sciences

SEE GREENLIGHT • PAGE 9

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Lee College has taken 
steps to become prepared 
for handguns to be carried 
legally on campus.

On Aug. 1, community 
colleges in Texas will be-
gin to allow students and 
visitors to carry concealed 
handguns on campus. 

Steve Evans, the col-
lege’s vice president of i-
nance and administration, 
had headed a task force 
designed to look at how the 
college’s policy on campus 
carry would form. 

They took portions of 
other college policies, in-
cluding at the University of 
Texas and the Texas A&M 
University. The law began 
allowing campus carry 
on four-year universities 
since last year. Some oth-
er area community college 
policies, such as from San 
Jacinto College, were also 
used to make Lee College’s 
draft policy. 

Evans also said their task 
force had held town hall 
meetings on the subject as 
well as campus meetings. 
A survey was handed out 
to make people aware and 
to see what ideas they may 
have on how to enhance the 
policy. In addition, the poli-
cy underwent legal reviews 
by the college attorney John 
Hopkins and the Texas As-
sociation of School Boards.   

“This has been looked 
at from every angle and 
should have a modiied pol-
icy for approval in June,” 
Evans said.

Evans said before they 
bring a draft policy to the 
board in June for inal ap-
proval, they plan to work 

 LEE COLLEGE

Carry on
College preps 
for guns on site

SEE CAMPUS • PAGE 9
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Money&Markets
                                                              NET     1YR

TREASURIES          YEST       PVS        CHG     AGO
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YEST

6 MO AGO

1 YR AGO

3-month T-bill .89 .91 -0.02 .25

6-month T-bill 1.03 1.03 ... .37

52-wk T-bill 1.10 1.10 ... .53

2-year T-note 1.30 1.30 ... .79

5-year T-note 1.86 1.86 ... 1.26

10-year T-note 2.33 2.35 -0.02 1.75

30-year T-bond 2.99 3.01 -0.02 2.60

                                                              NET     1YR

BONDS                          YEST     PVS    CHG     AGO

AP Muni Bond Idx 2.46 2.46 ... ...

Barclays Glob Agg Bd 1.61 1.60 +0.01 ...

Barclays USAggregate 2.56 2.56 ... 2.09

Barclays US Corp 3.25 3.25 ... 3.05

Barclays US High Yield 5.59 5.63 -0.04 7.52

Moodys AAA Corp Idx 3.87 3.86 +0.01 3.57

10-Yr. TIPS .50 .50 ... .12

Interestrates

The yield on the 
10-year Treasury 
fell to 2.33 per-
cent on Tuesday. 
Yields affect 
rates on mort-
gages and other 
consumer loans.

Crude Oil (bbl) 48.66 48.85 -0.39 -9.4

Ethanol (gal) 1.48 1.51 -0.07 -7.8

Heating Oil (gal) 1.52 1.51 +0.45 -11.0

Natural Gas (mm btu) 3.23 3.35 -3.55 -13.3

Unleaded Gas (gal) 1.60 1.60 +0.56 -3.7

FUELS                      CLOSE       PVS.       %CH.     %YTD

Gold (oz) 1235.00 1228.60 +0.52 +7.4

Silver (oz) 16.69 16.56 +0.80 +4.8

Platinum (oz) 937.00 928.70 +0.89 +3.9

Copper (lb) 2.54 2.53 +0.45 +1.9

METALS                  CLOSE       PVS.        %CH.      %YTD

Cattle (lb) 1.22 1.22 -0.45 +2.4

Coffee (lb) 1.29 1.31 -1.52 -5.7

Corn (bu) 3.68 3.68 ... +4.5

Cotton (lb) 0.81 0.85 -4.69 +15.1

Lumber (1,000 bd ft) 370.50 387.50 -0.31 +17.0

Orange Juice (lb) 1.43 1.44 -0.62 -27.6

Soybeans (bu) 9.76 9.65 +1.14 -2.0

Wheat (bu) 4.24 4.23 +0.24 +4.0

AGRICULTURE         CLOSE       PVS.       %CH.     %YTD

Commodities
U.S. crude oil 
prices fell 0.4 
percent and
natural gas
prices plunged 
more than 3.5 
percent. Gold 
prices rose 0.5 
percent and
silver prices rose 
nearly 1 percent.

A click of the wrist

gets you more at www.baytownsun.com

Foreign
Exchange

The dollar fell 
against the
euro, the British 
pound and the 
Japanese yen. 
The dollar also 
fell against the 
Mexican peso 
and Canadian 
dollar.

USD per British Pound 1.2922 +.0027 +.21% 1.4392

Canadian Dollar 1.3582 -.0065 -.48% 1.2895

USD per Euro 1.1095 +.0117 +1.05% 1.1320

Japanese Yen 113.03 -.65 -.58% 108.98

Mexican Peso 18.6249 -.0549 -.29% 18.1863

                                                                               1YR.
MAJORS                     CLOSE     CHG.   %CHG.      AGO 

Israeli Shekel 3.5970 -.0082 -.23% 3.8198

Norwegian Krone 8.4618 -.0810 -.96% 8.1631

South African Rand 13.0627 -.1182 -.90% 15.6278

Swedish Krona 8.7793 -.0467 -.53% 8.2638

Swiss Franc .9849 -.0113 -1.15% .9781

EUROPE/AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST

Australian Dollar 1.3461 -.0025 -.19% 1.3717

Chinese Yuan 6.8897 -.0078 -.11% 6.5201

Hong Kong Dollar 7.7883 -.0010 -.01% 7.7637

Indian Rupee 63.944 -.121 -.19% 66.851

Singapore Dollar 1.3947 -.0028 -.20% 1.3692

South Korean Won 1115.10 -1.63 -.15% 1177.90

Taiwan Dollar 30.09 -.05 -.17% 32.64

ASIA/PACIFIC

AT&T Inc 1.96 15 38.19 -.40

Allstate 1.48 15 84.33 -.20

AEP 2.36 17 67.86 -.70

Ashland 1.56 10 63.31 +.38

BP PLC 2.38 54 36.24 +.53

BkofAm .30 15 23.99 -.07

Boeing 5.68 21 182.70 +.31

CampSp 1.40 19 57.11 -.38

CenterPnt 1.07 20 27.19 -.23

Chevron 4.32 ... 107.25 +.40

Cisco 1.16 18 34.30 +.07

Citigroup .64 13 62.49 +1.07

CocaCola 1.48 27 43.85 +.12

ConAgra .80 20 37.57 -.28

ConocoPhil 1.06 52 47.13 -.31

ConEd 2.76 20 79.14 -.47

CrownHold ... 14 56.71 -.22

Disney 1.56 19 107.98 -1.15

DowChm 1.84 20 62.30 -.10

DuPont 1.52 24 79.10 -.36

DukeEngy 3.42 18 83.12 -.46

EnPro .88 43 69.56 -.92

EntProdPt 1.66 21 26.94 -.17

ExxonMbl 3.08 37 82.55 -.25

FordM .60 6 10.94 ...

GenElec .96 19 28.04 -.14

HP Inc .53 12 19.47 +.11

Hallibrtn .72 ... 46.78 +.27

HomeDp 3.56 25 158.26 +.93

HonwllIntl 2.66 19 132.01 +.03

Intel 1.09 16 35.82 +.19

IBM 6.00 12 153.68 +2.17

JohnJn 3.20 19 127.77 +.78

Kroger s .48 14 28.82 -.32

McDnlds 3.76 27 147.29 +1.01

Merck 1.88 17 63.79 +.28

Microsoft 1.56 30 69.41 +1.37

MorgStan .80 13 43.38 -.05

NRG Egy .12 ... 14.92 -.16

OcciPet 3.04 ... 60.53 -.78

Oracle .60 22 45.29 -.03

Penney ... 15 4.60 +.26

PepsiCo 3.22 24 113.79 -.15

Pizer 1.28 14 32.60 -.52

ProctGam 2.76 23 86.24 -.09

Qualcom 2.28 17 55.95 +.55

RoyDShllA 3.76 85 56.16 +.51

SpdrDJIA 3.98 ... 209.95 +.02

S&P500ETF 4.13 ... 240.08 -.22

Schlmbrg 2.00 71 71.37 -.63

SearsHldgs ... ... 8.32 +.01

SouthnCo 2.32 17 49.34 -.64

SwstAirl .40 16 58.27 +.24

Tenneco .25 10 57.56 -.47

3M Co 4.70 24 197.91 +.28

TimeWarn 1.61 16 97.87 -.66

UnilevNV 1.43 ... 54.72 +.45

UPS B 3.32 18 104.50 -.79

USSteel .20 ... 20.20 +.06

VerizonCm 2.31 11 45.31 -.07

WalMart 2.04 17 75.11 -1.18

WalgBoots 1.50 18 84.51 -.07

WellsFargo 1.52 13 53.26 -.06

LocalStocks
NAME            DIV      PE      LAST   CHG

Advanced 1306

Declined 1605

New Highs 181

New Lows 60

Vol. (in mil.) 3,310

Pvs. Volume 3,258

1,922

1,756

1397

1408

213

72

                      NYSE   NASD

DOW 21033.53 20932.88 20979.75 -2.19 -0.01% s s s +6.16%

DOW Trans. 9082.77 9017.98 9062.85 -4.38 -0.05% t s t +0.21%

DOW Util. 703.74 697.10 697.21 -5.27 -0.75% s t s +5.70%

NYSE Comp. 11642.85 11594.82 11606.49 -7.75 -0.07% s s s +4.97%

NASDAQ 6170.16 6139.10 6169.87 +20.20 +0.33% s s s +14.62%

S&P 500 2405.67 2396.10 2400.67 -1.65 -0.07% s s s +7.23%

S&P 400 1733.07 1719.86 1729.52 -1.61 -0.09% s s r +4.15%

Wilshire 5000 25015.13 24906.43 24965.49 -16.03 -0.06% s s s +6.57%

Russell 2000 1396.35 1384.82 1394.68 +0.76 +0.05% s s t +2.77%

                          HIGH          LOW         CLOSE         CHG.    %CHG.    WK    MO  QTR     YTDStocksRecap
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21,080 Dow Jones industrials
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Change: -2.19 (flat)
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6,200 Nasdaq composite
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Target price:  $1.75

Sell        Hold        Buy

Avg. broker rating (2 analysts) 

Alex Veiga; J. Paschke •  APSource: FactSet    * last twelve months

2017 is turning out to be a good year for big 

homebuilders — except one.

Shares of the 10 largest publicly traded 

homebuilders measured by number of homes 

sold have jumped 19.1 percent on average this 

year. Earnings and new-home orders in the 

January-March quarter 

were positive overall, 

reflecting a 12 percent 

increase in U.S. sales of 

new homes in the first 

quarter versus a year 

earlier.

But Jersey City, New 

Jersey’s Hovnanian 

Enterprises hasn’t 

profited from its sector 

rally.

Hovnanian, the U.S.’ 

ninth-largest homebuild-

er according to Builder magazine, is down over 

12 percent this year. It lost money in 2016 and 

remains saddled by billions of dollars in debt 

racked up during housing’s last boom-bust cycle.

Hovnanian has exited several markets and 

scaled back operations in hopes of being more 

competitive while 

tackling its debt. Even 

so, it’s going to 

continue to struggle 

relative to other big 

builders through next 

year, says Peter Martin, 

a JMP Securities 

analyst.

“The company’s 

balance sheet, given its 

high leverage, has 

really neutered its 

growth,” Martin said.

Building a comeback?

Shedding 
debt: 

Hovnanian is 

scaling back 

operations to 

make the 

company more 

competitive. The 

stock is down 

12.5 percent

this year. $1.51 2.96

Hovnanian Enterprises (HOV)

52-week range:

Dividend yield: none

P/E ratio: 32*    5-Year Avg.: 28

Tuesday’s
close:
$2.39

May 13
$1.54

(Previous and change igures relect current contract.)

Interested in sponsoring Pet Adoption Alert? Call 281-422-8302

Visit Baytown Animal Services 
(705 Robert Lanier, 281-422-7600) 

to adopt one of these pets.  The shelter 
is open from Noon -  5p.m. Tue - Sat 

pet
    Adoption

ALERT!

“With the Covestro team, we look to ar-
eas around the world where we feel we can 
make a difference to inspire more young 
women to enter science,” said Rancourt, 
whose collaboration with Covestro start-
ed more than four years ago. “We love to 
share the stories, projects, inventions and 
products that Covestro creates as a means 
to demonstrate future career paths and 
industries, especially with an innovative 
and creative company such as theirs. This 
is where inspiration can happen — and to-
gether, we can make a difference in the fu-
ture of young women around the world.”

Since 2010, more than 150 Greenlight 
for Girls days have been held in 45 cities 
across six of the world’s seven continents.

“Covestro has long been committed to 
advancing STEM education and bring-
ing more female and underrepresented 
minorities to the STEM table through 

scholarships, internships and support of 
educational programs, like g4g,” said Rod 
Herrick, vice president and site manager, 
Covestro Industrial Park Baytown. “As 
an innovation company, we know that 
the best ideas come from people who 
bring different perspectives, ideas and ap-
proaches to solving problems.”

For Covestro and Greenlight for Girls, 
the mission is to expose more girls to 
STEM subjects and role models to in-
crease participation in STEM careers. 
According to the National Science Foun-
dation, while women have made gains in 
U.S. STEM ields, they remain underrep-
resented in engineering (15 percent), the 
physical sciences (31 percent) and com-
puter and mathematical sciences (25 per-
cent). 

“Our advice is to seek out those who in-
spire you, connect with others of any age 
and experience who will help motivate 
and guide you — and reach out whenever 
you need help,” said Rancourt. “At Green-
light for Girls, we’re always here to help.”  

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GREENLIGHT

with the TASB to sum-
marize the administrative 
regulations and take out 
some procedural detail. 

“What we’ve done is at 
this point constitutes ad-
ministrative regulations,” 
Evans said. 

Evans told the board 
that there were only a cou-
ple of changes to the poli-
cy draft from the irst time 
he presented it. 

The irst change was 
that a gun is allowed to be 
carried in a backpack or 
purse as long as it is hol-
stered. The other change 
is that any faculty mem-
ber or employee that has 
ofice assigned only to 
them has to put their gun 
in locked ile cabinet or 
drawer. The gun must also 
be holstered in the locked 
drawer or ile cabinet. 

Newly elected Regent 
Gina Rivon asked if the 
backpack has to be on the 
person. 

“It has to be on the per-
son,” Evans said. “It can-
not be across the room or 

down on the loor or on 
your desk.”

The board questioned 
how a person carrying 
their weapon in a back-
pack or purse would 
change in motion if they 
needed to grab their gun. 

“If someone is carrying 
a gun in a backpack or 
purse, how can they be ac-
commodated if they can-
not wear it while sitting 
at a desk,” asked Regent 
Mark Hall.  

“My understanding is 
that they can reach it with-
out a major movement,” 
said Regent Weston Cot-
ton. “If it is sitting on the 
loor by them or at their 
feet at a desk on top of 
the desk, they can reach 
it. It has to be within your 
arms’ reach of space. They 
cannot leave it by the door 
and go get it.”

Evans read from the 
policy, saying about the 
person carry a gun in a 
backpack or purse, that a 
“licensed holder may car-
ry a holstered handgun in 
handbag or backpack and 
it must be close enough 
for the licensed holder to 
grasp it without materially 

changing position.”
“They must carry it with 

them if they leave or go to 
the restroom,” Evans said. 
“Or if they lock it in ofice 
and leave, they must take 
it with them.”

Regent Susan 
Moore-Fontenot asked if 
there was going to be a 
plan of communication to 
everyone about the cam-
pus carry policy.

“A subcommittee will 
do nothing but communi-
cate the rest of the sum-
mer and also work with 
signage,” he said.

Regent Pete Alfaro said 
they will be ready for the 
June meeting and have a 
game plan how to commu-
nicate with everyone.

“We all need to be on 
the same page,” Alfaro 
said. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CAMPUS

Photo by Nicki Evans for Covestro

Jayden Joseph from Gentry Junior School adds blue dye to a test tube during the Green-
light for Girls event Monday.

SELL YOUR HOUSE

Call 281-425-8008 
to get started

Cornyn doesn’t 

want FBI job
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— Texas Sen. John 
Cornyn has told the 
Trump administration he 
isn’t interested in serving 
as FBI director.

“Now more than ever 
the country needs a 
well-credentialed, inde-
pendent FBI director,” 
Cornyn said. “I’ve in-
formed the administra-
tion that I’m committed 
to helping them ind such 
an individual.”

Todays street 
closings in city

The city is micro-sur-
facing some streets from 
today until May 23. 
This means there will be 
some street closings. For 
today, expect portions of 
these streets to be closed 
while crews micro-sur-
face the pavement:

• Bowie Street 
• Allman Street 
• Carlton Street
• Duke Street
• Dailey Street 
• Denby Street
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