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Dear Residents,
Happy New Year! This time of year is often filled with resolutions and good intentions for the
year ahead. Turning the calendar over to a new year feels like an opportunity to renew and
refresh – a time for new beginnings and new ventures.
PUBLICATION TEAM
PUBLISHER: Colleen Farley
CONTENT COORDINATOR: Jennifer Kierecki
Designer: Sarah VanDerGeest
PHOTOGRAPHER: Marisa Poselovich
Sweet Image Photography
www.sweetimagephotography.com
ADVERTISING / QUESTIONS
Contact: Colleen Farley
Phone: 585-967-5866
Email: cfarley@bestversionmedia.com
COMMUNITY SUBMISSION INFORMATION
Are you part of a local organization? Contact us
for information on how you can submit articles,
updates, reminders, events and more.
FEEDBACk/IDEAS/SUBMISSIONS
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We are kicking off the New Year with a fun announcement. We’re excited to share that we
are launching a Facebook page for Brighton Connections! We will post exciting Brighton
Connections news and updates including information about our featured families.
We hope this will be yet another way to stay connected with your fellow residents and
happenings in Brighton. Please “like” our page to get updates on your community and
previews of upcoming issues.
In our January issue, we are featuring Sebastian Maroundit and Mathon Noi, two former
Sudanese Lost Boys. They were among thousands of refugees displaced by war in South
Sudan. After leaving their families behind and encountering many atrocities of war, they both
resettled in the U.S. - Sebastian now resides in Brighton and Mathon lives in Buffalo.
I had the privilege of speaking with these two young men about their experiences and am
honored to share their stories with you, our readers.
Sebastian and Mathon founded an organization called Building Minds in South Sudan and
built a school in their home village. They are currently working toward their goal of raising
funds to build another school.
These men endured many difficulties in their journeys, and yet they are filled with gratitude.
They are grateful for the local community here that helped them adjust to new lives in America
and to those that are supporting their efforts to give back to the village they left behind.
I hope you will be as moved by their stories as I was, and that you’ll enjoy this issue of
Brighton Connections.
From all of us at Brighton Connections, we wish you a happy and prosperous 2016!

Jennifer Kierecki
Jennifer Kierecki
Content Coordinator

Colleen Farley
Publisher
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Elizabeth Randisi is an associate attorney with Weinstein & Randisi focusing
on Trusts, Estates, and Elder Law. Her practice includes Wills, Trusts, Health
Care Proxies, Living Wills, Powers of Attorney, Estate Administrations,
Estate Tax Planning and Estate Tax Return Preparation. Elizabeth is
a member of the Monroe Co. Bar Assoc., the NYS Bar Assoc. and the
Greater Rochester Assoc. for Women Attorneys. She does pro bono work
with Volunteer Legal Services Project and also represents developmentally
disabled individuals in Guardianship proceedings in Surrogate’s Court. And
she was a one-day champion on Jeopardy! www.randisilaw.com

This Month’s Expert Contributors

Brighton Police Department 585-784-5150
Brighton Fire Department 585-381-3200
Brighton Town Hall 585-784-5250
Brighton Central School District 585-242-5200
Brighton Memorial Library 585-784-5300

David Brickman is co-founder of Bodymind Float Center, the region’s sole
resource for floatation therapy and salt therapy. He lives in the Highland
Park Neighborhood with his wife and business partner Patricia Sunwoo and
daughters Claire and Lillian. Mr. Brickman is an accomplished violinist who
has performed with Leonard Bernstein and James Taylor. He is a member of
the Amenda Quartet (www.AmendaQuartet.org).

Sangita Patel, Owner of At Your Home Senior Care - At Your Home
provides the means for seniors to live in their own homes with dignity
and independence. Dedicated, high integrity, compassionate senior
companion care is their #1 priority. They employ professionals to
help seniors live a better quality life, in their own home. They are
a bonded and insured companion agency, serving the Rochester
community. www.atyourhomesenior care.com
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The Lost Boys of Sudan

Lost No Longer
By Jennifer Kierecki
In 1988, Sebastian Maroundit and Mathon Noi were less than ten years
old when their village in South Sudan came under attached by militia.
Sebastian was playing outside with his younger sister when they heard
yelling, cries of warnings that the militia was coming. His mother was
shot and collapsed, his sister, just five years old, was killed in front of
him. Sebastian’s mother told him to run.
Sebastian and Mathon were among thousands who fled South Sudan
during the Second Sudanese Civil War, leaving their family members
behind. Most of the adults in the village were killed. Women and mature
girls were kidnapped, raped or murdered. The boys who fled were
known as The Lost Boys of Sudan.
This was the beginning of the long journey for Sebastian and Mathon
to the United States. They came to Rochester in 2001. Sebastian now
resides in Brighton and Mathon lives in Buffalo.
The Lost Boys spent three months, covering over 1,000 miles on foot
to reach Ethiopia. They walked with no shoes and had no blankets for
sleeping. On their journey, the only food or water they had was what
they could find along the way, which wasn’t much. Many were forced
to drink their own urine.
Mathon says he couldn’t think about the family members he’d left
behind. His only focus was making it from one day to the next. “I just
thought about my survival – will I make it to tomorrow?” Noi said.
“Maybe that’s why I survived.”

4		

Even once they had escaped the war in South Sudan, life was not easy.
There was some food, but not much. There was no hospital or doctors
for the sick. The boys remained in Ethiopia for three years until the
Ethiopian government was overthrown and all refugees were forced out
in 1991. They had no choice but to return to South Sudan.
The only escape was to cross the Gilo River back into Sudan. Those
that could not swim either stayed and were killed or were swept away in
the current. Those that could swim faced the chance of being eaten by
crocodiles while being shot at. “I was lucky,” Noi said, “I could swim.”
Back in Sudan, it wasn’t any safer and they were attacked again. “On
that day, every person I knew was either wounded or killed,” Noi said.
“Before the attack I had ten best friends, but after the attack six of my
best friends were killed. The other four were wounded. I was shot in my
left hand, left thigh, and left leg.” There was no ambulance to call and
no one to help the wounded.
Eight days after he was shot, Mathon managed to reach the Red
Cross Hospital in Kenya. The grass and the dirt in his wounds caused
infection. A doctor told Mathon he didn’t think his hand could be saved
and he wanted to amputate.
“I was crying,” Noi said. “I am here by myself. I don’t know where
my family is. If my hand is amputated, how will I survive, who will take
care of me?” The doctors cleaned his wounds and he remained in the
hospital for two months until he was discharged. Thankfully, he kept
his hand.
At a refugee camp in Kenya, the boys had access to schooling for the
first time. Sebastian began first grade when he was 14 years old. They
spent nine years at the Kenyan camp and were educated through the
8th grade.
In 2001, Sebastian and Mathon were among 3,800 selected to resettle
in the United States. “I wanted go even though I didn’t know where
America was,” Sebastian said.
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Upon their arrival in the U.S. Sebastian and Mathon experienced
extreme culture shock. They came from a village that had no electricity
or running water and camps where the latrines were holes in the ground.
They were taught to do simple things like turning lights on and off, how
to use a toilet and to cook on a kitchen stove rather than over a fire.
Sebastian was able to continue his schooling and got a job at Strong
Memorial Hospital. He attended Monroe Community College and
transferred to SUNY Brockport. Mathon underwent surgery on his
hand. He took English as a Second Language and enrolled at Monroe
Community College. They are now both U.S. citizens.
In the summer of 2007, Sebastian and Mathon returned to South Sudan
for the first time, reuniting with their surviving family members. They
returned to find their village in poor condition and the school destroyed
due to the long war between the north and the south.

They found that the children in the village
wanted an education. “They didn’t ask for shoes,
they didn’t ask for clothing. They wanted to go
to school,” Maroundit said. “I saw that as an
opportunity to do something for them.”
Sebastian and Mathon co-founded Building Minds in South Sudan, a
non-profit organization dedicated to providing educational opportunities
to people adversely affected by conflict in the Republic of South Sudan.
“To me, education is life,” Maroundit said. “Education could lift them up
from that situation in the village and would be the only way to transform
the village.”
It took four years to raise enough funds to build the Ajoung Primary
School in the village of Mayen-Abun which was completed in 2014.
Sebastian believes that despite everything he and Mathon went through,
it was worth it to be able to now support the lost community they came
from. “I think it happened so we could change the community.” There
are now over 800 students enrolled at the school, including 304 girls.
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Culturally, girls often leave school once they reach puberty. They are
not eligible for marriage if they become pregnant and there will be no
dowry (cows) for the bride’s family. With the new school, the villagers
want the girls to get an education. They see this as the way to bring
economic prosperity to the country if girls are educated.
BMISS is now campaigning to build a school for girls. The hope is
that the school will hold 800 students. Villagers are already showing
their support and getting involved by making bricks by hand to build
the school.
Feature continues on pg 6

Your coffee is
waiting. Get back to
it faster With Toro
Snowmaster ™

Come in & see what’s new for 2015!
3551 Winton Place, Rochester NY 14623 • 427-2333
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Feature continued

Your pet is always there for you...

The organization is also working on an initiative, Pads for Girls. Judy
Schwartz, of Brighton, is board member for BMISS and helped start
this initiative. In South Sudan, girls are often excluded from attending
school during their menstrual cycle, causing them to fall behind. Many
of these girls do not have underwear or even know that underwear
exists. Pads were made by volunteers in Rochester and taken to the
school by Linda Werts of Newark Rotary Club.

... let us be there for your pet

Sebastian and Mathon present locally about their life experiences to
various groups, students and faith communities. “It’s not about me
or Mathon,” Maroundit said. “It’s about the people in the village.”
Sebastian and Mathon continue to raise funds and are seeking fiftythousand dollars to complete the girls’ school.
Sebastian is making his annual trip to the village and will return in
February. He hopes that by sharing his story and bringing donors and
supporters back to his village, his efforts in the village will continue
long after he’s gone. “I want to create a connection, village to
village.” He hopes there will be supporters right here in Brighton and
the Rochester area with a connection to the Mayen-Abun village in
South Sudan.
For anyone wishing to support Building Minds in South Sudan, every
dollar helps. BMISS is a 501(c)3 and non-profit and donations are tax
deductible. Please visit bmiss.org for more information.

Checks can be made payable to:
Building Minds in South Sudan
5880 Pittsford-Palmyra Road, Pittsford, New York 14534-2444
Phone: 585-350-4035
Email: Contact@BuildingMindsInSudan.org

Do you know a neighbor
who has a story to share?

Nominate your neighbor to be featured in
one of our upcoming issues!
Contact us at cfarley@bestversionmedia.com.
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Join the Best Version Media team

How well do you know your lawyer?
At Weinstein & Randisi, we want to develop relationships
with our clients that will last for lifetimes
We are proud to represent multiple generations of families grandparents looking at long-term care, baby boomers
planning to transition into retirement, and young
professionals starting families and businesses
Let us be your family's law firm, too

As Advertising Account Manager for Brighton Connections!
The ideal candidate must have a friendly personality, confident
communication skills and strong customer service skills.
Financially rewarding commission plan - you keep 30%-70% of your
sales. Opportunity for advancement. Sales experience a plus, but
not required, will train the right candidate.
Send resume in confidence to colleenfarley.bvm@gmail.com
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290 Linden Oaks, Suite 200 • Rochester, NY 14625
(585) 248-3800 • www.randisilaw.com

Has a friend or family member, or a hospital or
nursing home employee advised your client orJanuary
loved one2016
to “spend down” assets in order to qualify for Medicaid?

