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A drive through the area slated for development along 
with a copy of this article can give one a better idea of what 
is being considered and proffered here. I hope you may gain a 
real sense of what is at stake and take this opportunity to do 
something to protect this irnportant Jackson County resource. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO 
COMPLEMENT THIS ARTICLE MAY BE 
FOUND ONLINE AT jCHS.ORG. 

Paul IGrkman is a recent graduate of Columbia College (which has 11 

satellite campus in Independence), He lives in Independence with his 
wifc, Shawn, and daughter Shannon. Kirkmnn has a B.i\. in History 
and has just completed an archival internship for the Jackson County 
Historical Society. P;ml has achieved success as a profession:!.1 entertainer 
over the P:lst 25 years, but is now seeking new opportunities to employ 
his education, life-long interest in history. as well as his unique work 
experience. 
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TWO RECENT FINDS SURFACE ABOUT JACKSON 
COUNTY'S 1859 JAIL 

The Jackson County Historical Society recently acquired 
two items that add to the growing documentation of Jackson 
County's earliest surviving jail f.'lcility known today as the 
1859 Jail, Marshal's I-lome and Museu m, acquired and 
restored by the Society in 1959. 

now runs. [The exact location of the quarry has not been 
identified, but you can still see and drive along sectio ns of the 
old Westport Road from Rock Creek towards Independence 
Square. The electric line was likely along what became known 
as \iVinl1cr Road, connecting to Lexington Avenue (which at 
one time, there was a stretch called Electric A venue) .] 

JAIL STONEMASON [DENTI Fl ED "Platt and M oore of Kansas C ity were the contractors. 
"Ve'dlike to thank long- time Society member (and ""Vhen completed the jail was considered a fi ne one. It 

current Historical Society Board of ,---'--------------'-, was the on ly one in the county as Kansas 

Director) B ill Bundschu, who, in the City did not amount to rnllch in those 
course of conducting research on his new days. 
book about the Bundschu fa mily store "The brick hOllse in front of the jail 
o n the Courthouse Square, located the was built at the same time and was the 
following article about the construction of res idence of the sheriff and jailer. 
the limestone cell blocks of the 1859 Jail. "Mr. Cassell came to Jackson County 

In a July 20, 1906,jllrkson Examiner in 1858 and except for eight years spent 
newspaper art icle, we find that John in the \"'est, has lived in the County 
Cassell) a stonenlason who came to Jackson ever since. I-Ie is still quitc active, hardly 
County in 1858, helped construct the shows a gray hair, and is able to do a 
Jackson County Jail the fo llowing year: day's work at his trade." 

"The man who laid the stone walls for the Independence 
jail in 1859 was sitting with Jailer Martin and Marshal Hulse JAI L KEY ACQ1J1 RED FROM AUCTION 
in front of the jail Monday morning. H e is a small man with We'd also li ke to thank Jackson County Historical Society 
a black beard and black hair and very stooped shoulders. His member, Paul Sacli, for aler ting our administra tion this 
name is John C assell and he lives in Kansas City and is st tll slimmer of an item being auctioned o n the Internet at http:// 
working at his trade) stone mason. www.cbay.coIll, purported ly used at the Jackson County Jail in 

"Mr. Cassell said he remembered well all about the jail. Independence. 
It was considered a strong and modern jail at the time. T here It is regretfi..1 that the seller did not contact the Historical 
were SL,\,: stone cells on the first flo or and SLX on the second Society prior to li sting it to discllss a possible donation. Their 
Hoor, 12 in all. Each cell was closed with an iron door and knowledge of the Society's connection was apparent, as they 
the locks on each door were about eight inches ,------- --, had usurped withollt permission a photo from 
squarc and over an inch thick. The keys were big the Society's website (http://www.jchs.org) to 
brass arrangemen ts and the 12 keys made a heavy advertisc historical factoids. 
package. Sti ll, the Society was able to successfully 

"The floor of the cells was stone slabs and the bid and acquire the item for a reasonable price 
cei ling of the same material. T he walls afC of solid, so that it could be "returned home" and used in 
cut stone two feet thick. Then, the steel cc ll was not dreamed interpretive displays at the site into the future. 
of. T he old jai l was simply a rectangu lar pile of heavy stolle Accordi ng to the seller, the iron key lVas used by a jailor 
with narrow, barred windows and divided into cells, built to in the late 1800, at the Jackson County Jail in Independence, 
keep prisoners inside. Missouri (today the 1859 Jail , Marshal's I-lome and Museum). 

wfhere was no effort at sanitation in ventilation or The seller had acquired the key at an estate sale of a 
drainage and no closets of any lcind, and these specifications granddaughter of this unnamed lawman. 
describe the jail at present. [The jail would be used for nearly If you ever come across a document, photograph or 
30 more years before being '(decommissioned."] artifact that you belicve may have connections to Jackson 

"The stone was quarried on the Noland farm on Rock County's heritage, won't you contact us and consider donating 
Creek and hauled to the jai l in wagons. [Tradition has it that it to the Society's collections for the public good? 
African-American slave labor was used in the construction 
of the jail, although th is article does not confirm the story.] 
1\ teamster would bring in two loads a day from the quarries 
over the old Vv'estport Road along whcre the electric line 

ADDITIONAL INFOR1VIATION TO 
COMPLEIVIENT T HIS ARTICLE IVIAY BE FOUND 
ONLINE AT JCHS.ORG. 
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BOOK NOTES 

josephine Clay: PioJleer Horse'wolllan 
of Ibe Billegrass by Hemy Clay Simpson, 
Jr. (Louisville, Ky.: Harmony House 
Publishers, 2005) is a biography 
documenting the story ofJosephine 
(Russell) Erwin-Clay's life. But who 
was she, and why is her story important 
to Jackson County? 

This book details family 
connections of early Jackson Count)' 
pioneers ... specifically the Clay, 
Russell, and Erwin families . Josephine's 
f.,ther was Colonel William I-I. Russell, 
who, in ]\tray 1846 equipped himself 
with a wagon and several oxen and 
joined a large party of emigrant in 
Independence. At that time it was 
the largest wagon train to travel to 
California territory- 63 wagons, 119 
men, 59 women, 110 children, over 700 
cattle, and 150 horses. 

Josephi ne's struggles through the 
Civil War and her two marriages, first to Col. Eugene Erwin, 
and after his untimely death, to John Morrison Clay (the 
youngest son and grandson of Henry C lay [you must read the 

THE JACKSON COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOC IETY 

Bank of America Bldg., Mezzanine Level 
129 West Lexington 
Independence, !VIO 64050 

book to figure this one out.]), only set 
the stage for what would become her 
foothold in the thoroughbred industry, 
where she would become owner, 
manager and writer! 

les fitting that a woman who 
lived an illdepelldelli life beyond the 
constraints of the Victorian era would 
have strong tics to Independence, 
Missouri . But we don't want to spoil 
the fun you will have reading this book. 

Well- researched and illustrated 
with artifacts and original documents 
pertinent to this remarkable woman's 
Jife, this book is sure to capture the 
imagination of any readcr. 

Consider buying this book! Or, 
vicwa non-circulating copy of the first 
and expanded second editions that have 
graciously been donated by the author 
to the Jackson County (1\110.) Historical 
Society's Research Library. 

The author has also agreed to visit Ollr area from afar and 
make a presentation on Josephine Clay for our Roger fiT." 
Sermon, Jr. History Series on \>Vednesday, April 12,2006. 
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