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New month, new year,
new resolutions. For me
personally, new faces,
new surroundings, new
church, new ministry. It’s
a little easy to get overwhelmed when we’re surrounded by new things.
And yet all the new names
and faces have given me
a new opportunity for humility, as I have to admit
over and over again, “I
forgot your name. Could
you please tell me again?”
Thank you for your patience as I continue to
work at learning your
name.
But what all this
“newness” really reminds
me of is God’s mercy,
which is new every morning. Lamentations 3:2223 says, “Because of the
LORD’s great love we are
not consumed, for his
compassions never fail.
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” What’s amazing
isn’t that Jeremiah wrote
those words.
What’s

&
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amazing is that Jeremiah
wrote those words in the
middle of his bitter agony
over the destruction of
Jerusalem. He had just
watched the Babylonian
army tear down the city
walls, and even worse
tear down the temple, so
that not one stone was
left on another. Jeremiah
was almost overwhelmed
by sadness, “but not consumed.” And in the middle of his sadness he
takes the time to stop
and remember God’s unfailing love.
It’s easy for us to take for
granted the blessings we
have in life: spouse, job,
children and so many
other everyday blessings
God gives. It’s worth it for
us to take some time in
this new year to ponder
God’s mercies. What new
opportunities has God
given you? What new
friendships? What new
challenges? In what way
can you see him showing
you his grace? New bur-

dens help remind us to
find our strength in God.
New financial challenges
help remind us not to find
our confidence in money,
but in the promises of our
God. Whatever is new for
you this year, remember
that God’s mercy and his
compassion are new
every morning. I’d like to
encourage you to take the
time throughout the
month of January and see
if you can’t come up with
a new blessing from God
each day. Can you make
it through the month without repeating the same
blessing?
I look forward to meeting
each of you (and hopefully remembering your
names), but what I look
forward to even more is
proclaiming to you how
“God’s compassion never
fails” and is “new every
morning.”

~Pastor Langebartels
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Blessings to all as the New Year arrives;
may 2016 hold blessings for you and your
families.
The new year is often a time to
assess the past and formulate plans for
the future. This is also true in our congregation as Pastor Langebartels begins his
ministry among us and as Redeemer assesses the opportunities available to us in the community in which we have been planted. During
the coming months, the ministry planning activities started in the latter months of 2015 will continue. The WELS Commission on Congregational Counseling (CCC) program is being used as the mechanism to
formulate those plans. During the past months, those participating
addressed the worship and outreach ministries at Redeemer. During
the coming months, Discipleship, Youth Ministry, Leadership/
Planning, and Facilities will be addressed. The desired outcome is to
review the opportunities available to Redeemer and organize our efforts around those opportunities. The first two meetings were held in
October and a third meeting held in November; the planning work will
continue through the coming months.
One of the concerns expressed during the planning meetings
is the many members who have joined our fellowship, but who, over
time, have drifted from among us and no longer worship on a regular
basis. If you have friends or relatives who are no longer active participants, take a moment to speak an encouraging word inviting them to
re-engage in their worship life. The new year is a great opportunity to
re-establish good habits, perhaps a gentle encouragement is all that is
needed to get your friend or relative to return to regular worship.
Redeemer has been blessed with many visitors worshiping
with us. Please take the opportunity to introduce yourself and make
our visitors feel welcome.
Please feel free to approach any of the elders with questions
or comments.

Carol Stam, Kindergarten
Carol.Stam@redeemertucson.com

James Caldwell, Christian Care Elder Tim Dunn, Property Elder
Mark Johnson, Education Elder

Hannah Stahl, Preschool Director & Pre-K

Mark Hixson, Communications Elder

Hannah.Stahl@redeemertucson.com

In Christ,

Megan Watson, Preschool
Megan.Watson@redeemertucson.com

Mark Lange
Chairman

Dick Karkau, Finance Elder
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Let's give a warm welcome to Craig
and Margaret Schwartz who have
recently joined Redeemer. Craig
was born in Oshkosh, WI, and
raised in Coleman which is a small
town outside of Green Bay. His elementary and high school education
was all in Coleman. From there he
went to the University of Wisconsin
- Stevens Point where he got a diploma in education majoring in biology and chemistry. Craig taught
science in a public high school for
eleven years and then went to St.
Mary's college in Winona, MN to get
a Master's degree. While there,
someone talked to him about

W o m e n a t
C h r i s t m a s
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teaching in one of the WELS
schools, so he went to New Ulm to
get certified and then was called to
Lakeside Lutheran High School in
Lake Mills, WI where he taught science. His wife was working for
New Beginnings, which is Lutherans for Life, in Madison and was
called to be a counselor for the
same in Denver. They moved
there in 1993 and his wife died in
2013.

who lives with them. He also
adopted a special needs boy who
lives in Burlington, WI. Margaret
also has four children. One, the
son, is touring around the US in an
rv. Two daughters live in Denver
and another daughter in Chicago. So far she has four grandchildren. For quite awhile Margaret worked as a
AAA travel
agent after raising her four children.

Craig went on Christian Mingle in
hopes of finding someone to share
his life with. Margaret was also on
it. They met and the rest of that
story is history. Margaret was born
in Fresno, CA, but was raised and
spent her whole life in the Denver
area. Together they have eight
children. Craig's four are: one in
Denver, one in Muskego, WI, who
has eight children, one in Korea,
single, teaching English, and Mark,

Weather is what brought them to
Tucson. They were looking for
warmer weather and since they
just moved here in October, they
haven't witnessed the weather to
know that they have accomplished
that.
Craig likes to do handyman things
and doesn't refuse too many requests. Margaret likes to quilt,
make stained glass, and other
hobbies.

R e d e e m e r E n j o y
P a r t y & P r o g r a m

The Women's Christmas Party and
Program was enjoyed by 60 women
and girls. Fellowship was shared
during dining on Oregano's Italian
Food and home -made desserts. The presentation based on
Mary's story, My Son, My Savior was
enhanced by a beautiful slide show
prepared by Leigh Webster. We
have received many favorable comments about the program. Thank
you to the soloist, musicians, narra-

tors and candle-lighter also.
Several boxes of food were delivered to the food bank. The Prayer
Sister event remains a favorite. We
hope you enjoy having a prayer sister this year if you filled out a card
for it. If you did not receive your
copy of the DVD, My Son, My Savior,
please che ck w ith Ruth
Schaller. We hope you can join us
next December.

The photos from
Pastor Langebartels
installation service
are available to view:
https://dawnsview.s
mugmug.com/Churc
h/Pastor-MatthewLangebartels .
Please note the
password is
redeemertucson.
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I would like to thank everyone
that made the children’s
Christmas services such beautiful services of worship to
God. To the parents, I thank
you for working with your children to learn all of their parts.
To the students, I thank you
for using your gifts in such
wonderful ways to praise the
Lord. To the teachers, I thank
you for taking time out of your
busy schedules to provide
help. To all others who had
any part of the children's service, thank-you, thank-you,
thank-you. What a wonderful
opportunity our children have
to share the Word of Life with
others!

On January 19, we will be having Grandparents Day in preschool - 8th grade. We have
not set the schedule for this
day yet, but keep watching for
more details. We are hoping to
make a special day for the students and their grandparents.
Not all of our students will be
able to have their grandparents participate in this day, so
we are looking for some help
from you. We would ask you to
serve as surrogate grandparents for the day. You are invited to spend the day with a
student or two and get to
know them a little better. If
you are interested in helping in
this way, please let me know.
February 1 marks the date for
our annual Count Down to Kindergarten and Sneak Peek at
1st Grade events. On this
night, we invite parents and
their children to come in and
learn more about the education that Redeemer can pro-

R edeemer
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vide for kindergarten and 1st
grade students. We will also
be explaining the scholarships that are available
through the State Tuition Tax
Credit. If you know any families with children in this age
group, please invite them to
attend
this
event.
It is getting close to that time
of year that we all love…Tax
Season. Well maybe I am being a bit facetious, but nonetheless it is getting to be a
time of year that is exciting
for us at Redeemer. The Tax
Credit that the state of Arizona provides is a great tool
for us. Through use of this
program we are able to help
more and more families afford a Christian Education.
You are a vital part of making
this program work, and one of
the great things is that it
costs you nothing. By making
(Continued on page 5)

Kindergarten is Thankful
and Blessed
Our school theme is “Living for Jesus” this year. What a wonderful
blessing to have over one hundred
guests come to give thanks and
hear their little ones give thanks to
God for our many blessings during
our annual Thanksgiving Feast! The
kindergartners were “Living for Jesus” as they gave God the Glory and
reminded their guests that every good and perfect gift is from above. We gave thanks as we
stuffed and cooked three, twenty three pound
turkeys.
Although many of the children
thought it was “yucky” when they were prepar-

ing the turkeys, they still were grateful the next day as they were able to
“gobble” it down. It was delicious!
Not even 24 hours afterwards, we
were again “Living for Jesus” as we
began to learn our recitations to
spread the gospel during the Preschool-Kinder Christmas Service. Entitled “Jesus is Our Christmas Gift” the children were reminded of the true
meaning of Christmas and the BEST gift of all…
Jesus our Savior! To hear little ones confidently
tell why God sent us His Son, that He loved the
(Continued on page 5)
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Kindergarten
(Continued from page 4)

world so much, should give us all a reminder to
“Live for Jesus” and do our part to spread the gospel as well.
Let’s pray that as we begin a new year, we learn
from the little ones to “live for Jesus!”
~Carol Stam

Principal’s

Desk

(Continued from page 4)

a donation to ACSTO, the state of Arizona will
give you a dollar for dollar tax credit. Just to be
sure you see that right, it is not just a tax deduction, it is actually a tax credit. Our BCE Chairman, Mark Johnson, and our Admissions Coordinator, Leigh Webster, will be in touch with you
soon to make sure you completely understand
this program. As always, thank you for your help
in this endeavor. We could not make this work
without you.

Let

Your

Taxes

and
“Sneak Peek
at First Grade”
will be held the
evening of Monday,
February 1st.

Support

The tax year isn’t over! Did you know it’s not too
late for you, your friends and family to make
your tax credit donation for last year’s taxes?
More and more donors are waiting until they
receive their W-2’s from their employers to
calculate how much tax they owe before taking
advantage of an ACSTO donation. Redeemer
School’s supporters can donate all the way up

Our

School!

to April 15th, or when they file their taxes
(whichever comes first). Please recommend
Redeemer Lutheran, Tucson as the recipient. As
always, ACSTO provides a simple resource guide to
help you make the best of this opportunity, and to
share it with others! Simply search for ACSTO 101
on the acsto.org website.
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Home Bible Study at the Rockwell’s (8094 Arching
Stone Way, in Sunflower) meets Tuesdays, 7-8 pm.
This small group setting is a great place to study the
Bible and get to know people better. We have a lot of
fun and great desserts! Come, join us.
Women’s Friday Morning Bible Class will not
meet on December 25 and January 1, 2016. We will
resume on Friday, January 8, 2016 at 9 a.m. in Room
301. Feel free to join us at anytime as we continue
our studies of Women of the Bible.
What do you know about Solomon's first wife, the
daughter of the Pharaoh of Egypt? How was Solomon's wisdom displayed when two women came to
him, each saying the child involved belonged to
her? We look at the roles of women in the Old Testament and contemplate why God chose to have the
inspired writers include these stories. What are we to
learn from them? Look in the book of 1 Kings to read
these stories if you cannot join us.
Men’s Bible Class The men of Men’ Bible Class
have decided to have twice as much fellowship and
Bible Study as we will be meeting on the second and

L I V E

fourth Saturday of the month. We will start studying First
Peter, verse one, chapter one. Come join us Saturday,
January 9 and January 23 for fellowship with coffee and
eats starting at 7:30 AM with Bible Class starting at 8:00
AM. For more information contact Pastor Mueller or
Mark Hixson.
Live Online Bible Studies Pastor Gary Pufahl, pastor of
Christ Lutheran Church in Big Bend, WI, and chairman
of the WELS Adult Discipleship, will lead an online Interactive Faith Bible Study, starting January 13, 2016. Join
us for four weeks as we explore the theme: Who is your
God, for whom you live? http://cad.welsrc.net/downloadcad/interactive-faith-who-is-your-god/

Sunday School for children PreK through 8th grade is
offered between worship services, (9:15—10:15).
All grades begin in room 301 at 9:15.
PreK-1st grade - Amy Montiel - in 303
2nd - 3rd grade - Ruth Plymesser - in 306
4th - 8th grade - Amy Mueller - in 301

Study God’s Word with Us. All are welcome!

R e a c h i n g

N A T I V I T Y
2 0 1 5

"As a behind-the-scenes observer at this year’s
Live Nativity, I watched some faces of people in
their cars as they came through the line. Some
sang along with the choirs. Some smiled and
clapped and there were many "thank yous" and
"Merry Christmas." A friend told me that another friend from a different denomination went
through and reported to her church about how
very Christ-centered and true to the Gospel our
event was. We never know how many lives
might have been touched!"
~Anonymous

R egi st er

O p p o r t u n i t i e s

Sunday Bible Class meets between worship services (9:30-10:15 am).

R e d e e m e r
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On December 5th, Redeemer sponsored a booth
at the Marana Holiday Festival Christmas Tree Lighting event. It was a great
success.
We personally
invited 326 people to the
Live Nativity.
It was an exciting, exhilarating opportunity to connect

Jessica & Joy Seiltz (with Milo) help out.

to the Marana community.
We received requests for more information regarding Redeemer’s Church
and School as well as requests to be
added to Redeemer’s email list.
~Romeo & Barb Martinez
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In Our Pr ay ers
Dick Karkau and family, whose brother,
Ken, was called home to his Heavenly
Father.

Lillian Deines, hospitalized with pneumonia.
Lori Seiltz, Jessica's mom, kidney infection.
Laura Keeley’s niece, Hayden Meythaler, leukemia

Debra Caldwell’s son and wife, pregnancy
complications.

Joanne Chavez, chronic pain.

Friends and family of Sylvia Czayo, who was
called home to her Heavenly Father.

Judy Boyle’s daughter-in-law, Kelly, surgery.

Julie Rippen, health.

Ted Feuling's sister-in-law, amputation.

Irene Norby, hospitalized.

Brendan Gibbons, cancer.

Donna Boschee’s friend’s baby, Isaiah Jonathan, health.

A.J. Kruse, recovering from injuries.

Donna Boschee’s friend’s sister, cancer.

Fritzi Bingenheimer, chemotherapy.

Gladys Johnson, health.

Nestor & Joanne Chavez' aunt, Yvonne,
congestive heart failure.

Veronica Perez's grandchild, health.
Juanita Lange's father, chemotherapy.

Altar Flowers
The 2016 Altar Flower Calendar is up in the Ministry Center for families to donate Altar Flowers for personal and
family occasions, or just to beautify our church.
The price for Altar Flowers will remain the same as 2015 at $20.00 per Sunday. There is room for two families to
donate per Sunday. If two persons donate on the same Sunday, the cost would be $10.00 per person or $20.00 if
only one person is donating.
Those who wish to donate flowers for the altar are asked to sign up on the Sunday that you want your flowers on
the altar. Please put marked payment for flowers in box located below the flower chart in Ministry Center sometime
before your flowers are on the Altar. You are welcome to take your flowers home after second service.
We appreciate your willingness to donate flowers to help beautify our worship services. If you have questions or
would like to help with altar flowers for the altar please contact Linda Kirkpatrick, Becky Rice or Bill Weinstein.

Calling all Grandmas and Grandpas!

$580.00
has been given to the
Janice Wehausen
Memorial Fund.

Tuesday, January 19th is Grandparents Day at Redeemer
School. This is a day when all of the students in every grade, from 3
year old preschool through 8th invite their grandparents to school for
a morning of fun. Unfortunately, many of our students have
grandparents who live too far away or who are no longer with us.
Would you be interested in being a surrogate grandparent
for a child at Redeemer? It is a great way to bond with a school
family and the children absolutely love being able to share their
accomplishments with Grandma and Grandpa.
If you would like to participate, please let Sally or one of
the teachers know and they can recommend a child.
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Dear Redeemer family,
Thank you for the lovely cross plaque for our ‘Service to Redeemer Church and School’.
As Bill and I free up more time to spend with our family we are also addressing how to best
serve our Redeemer family.
So many serve behind the scenes at Redeemer.
Do you know who:
...makes sure the church is clean for services?
...tapes and copies CDs for members?
...videotapes and puts our services online?
...prepares our wonderful PowerPoint?
...decides what music enhances the sermon theme?
...prepares our Service Folders?
...makes sure we have flowers on the altar?
...follows up with our visitors?
...sends cards to our shut-ins?
...visits our shut-ins?
...prepares Sunday coffee for you?
...keeps the kitchen stocked?
...plans meals for sick members and new moms?
...makes sure rooms are available for meetings and church activities?
...makes sure repairs to our church and school are taken care of?
...puts together our newsletter?
...sets up and cleans up after communion?
...trims our trees and beautifies our grounds?
There are more members than can be named here. You do these things. Offer your
services. Many hands really do make light work. Even if you can’t physically help you can pray
for our church, its pastors and its ministry.
Thank you to all who serve. We appreciate your work in God’s service.
In Him,
Bill and Dorothy Weinstein

2016 Offering Envelopes
New Member Dinner
after 2nd service on
Sunday January 31.
Watch for details.

are available in the narthex. If, for
some reason, your envelopes are not
there, please sign up on the sheet by
the envelopes.
Please Wait to Use the 2016 Envelopes
Until Sunday, January 3.
Thank You.

Saturday, January 2
beginning at 7:30 a.m.
until 11:30 a.m. in the
Ministry Center

Vo lume 1 2,
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Thankful Recipients of
Redeemer’s Hol iday Food Driv e
Redeemer families are so blessed and every year we share those blessings with others when we donate canned and
packaged food, grocery store gift cards and even frozen turkeys!
The notes below were received from some of the recipients of this year’s donation boxes.

“Thank you so much for the
Thanksgiving care package. We
greatly appreciate all the love and
support, and prayers during this
tough time.”

Many thanks for your thoughtfulness and consideration. Praying
God’s Blessings for you & yours
this holiday season and in the
coming year.”
“

The members at Holy Cross Lutheran Church invite you to the installation for Pastor David Parsons
on January 10, 2016.
This service will take place at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 241 N. Harrison Rd,. Tucson, AZ at 4:00 p.m. with a dinner
to follow.
We rejoice that the Lord has moved Pastor Parsons to lead our congregation and are looking forward to celebrating this
occasion with you. As Pastor Parsons and his family are looking forward to becoming part of our Tucson community, we
ask for your prayers that God will bless his ministry in the years to come.
Please RSVP by email to hclctucaz@aol.com or phone 520-296-5129 not later than January 3rd.

Church
l
e
a
n
i
n
g

1st Sunday - January 3 , (clean on January 1 or 2)
Cathy Muscoreil, , Barbara Martinez, Mary Stellbrink, Charlie,
Karen, August and Sarah Weinstein
2nd Sunday - January 10 , (clean on January 8 or 9)
Kathy & Ted Feuling, Clyde Brumfield, Craig and Mark Schwartz
3rd Sunday - January 17 , (January 15 or 16)
Carol Rockwell & Faye Wiesenfarth
4th Sunday - January 24 , (clean on November 22 or 23)
Ted Feuling, Scott & Jana Etzenhouser
5th Sunday - January 31 , (clean on January 29 or 30)
Ruth & Jess Plymesser, Tim & Leigh Webster, Carolyn Warskow

As you can see, we really can use some help with cleaning our church and offices.
If you can spare an hour or so once a month in helping keep our church clean, please contact me.
Thank you,
Bill Weinstein, Sanctuary Care Coordinator
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For where your
treasure is, there
your heart will be
also.

Redeemer Lutheran Church
10-1-15 to 9-30-16

$150,000

R egi st er

$100,000
Total
Revenue
Total
Expense

$50,000

~ Matthew 6:21

$0
N o v e m b e r
O f f e r i n g s

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
Oct

10/1/15 to 11/30/15

Total Revenue
Total Expense

Nov

D
e
c

J
a
n

F
e
b

M
a
r

A
p
r

M
a
y

J
u
n

J
u
l

A
u
g

S
e
p

$ 94,253
$ 85,667

$ 122,078
$ 82,767

$ 216,331
$ 168,434

$ 8,585

$ 39,311

$47,896

Excess/<Deficit>

C h u r c h

Nov 1st Nov 8th Nov 15th Nov 22nd Nov 29th -

Yr To
Date

$ 9,640.59
$ 5,962.49
$ 16,040.76
$ 6,889.52
$ 9,876.82

A t t e n d a n c e

November
2015

Sunday
8 AM

Sunday
10:30 AM

Total

Total 2014

1st
8th
(Homecoming)
15th
22nd
29th
Average

87

110

197

230

---

187

187

230

89
101
92
92

113
109
98
123

202
210
190
197

188
201
176
205

Installation Service of Pastor Langebartels, November 22, 2015, Approximately 175
Thanksgiving Services 2015: Eve – 4:30 PM (110), 6:30 PM (50), Total - 160
Thanksgiving Services 2014: Eve – 4:30 PM (85), 6:30 PM (48), Total - 133

C o m m u n i o n

&

B i b l e

C l a s s

A t t e n d a n c e

Communion

First Service

Second
Service

Total

Bible Classes

Average
Attendance

Sun 11-1-15

71

79

150

Sunday Morning

83

Sun 11-15-15

78

78

156

Sunday School

17

Women’s

7

306

Men’s

No class

286

401 Bible Class

16

Nov. 2015 Total
Nov. 2015 Total

149

157
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The Church Mouse
Kans for Kids is being handled by the Youth Group. Please remember to donate your aluminum cans in the bin marked “Kans
for Kids”, located next to the dumpster.
Daily Devotions Did you know that you can access a devotion every day on the Internet from our WELS website? Start the day
with Jesus and his Word. Go to wels.net/serving-you/devotions . If you subscribe using the subscribe button at the bottom of the
page, the daily devotions will be sent directly to your email.
Stay up to date! Please “like” and follow Redeemer’s pages on Facebook!
Church: Facebook.com/RedeemerLutheranChurchTucson
School: Facebook.com/RedeemerLutheranTucson
Preschool: Facebook.com/Redeemer-Lutheran-Preschool-229522523909265

January Birthdays

Would you like to read this newsletter online?
Do you wish you could simply click on web site
addresses and email links?
Well, you can!
An online version of the Redeemer Register is
available every month at:
http://redeemertucson.com/redeemer-register/
Bookmark this link and
be one of the “cool kids”!

1/1
1/1
1/2
1/6
1/7
1/8
1/9
1/9
1/10
1/10
1/12
1/15
1/16
1/16
1/16
1/17
1/18
1/18
1/18
1/19
1/20
1/20
1/20
1/21
1/22
1/25
1/25
1/25
1/26
1/26
1/26
1/27
1/27
1/27
1/29
1/30

Carlene Sekavec
Emma Eddy
Sebastian Mordecai
Gene Schlepp
Aaron Wagner
Tatum Caldwell
Avery Patty
Julie Wiesenfarth
Jessika Plymesser
Barb Lungren
Amanda Panzica
Ben Weinstein
Trevor Horn
Brackie Sekavec
Ira Wilson
Fred Arrellin
Dorothy Weinstein
Jim Plymesser
Joan Weir
Caitlin Gibbons
Lynn Murray
Killian Heninger
Connor Etzenhouser
Karri Hanin
Don Meinert
Jon Follendorf
Michael Arrellin
Julie Kilbourn
Jim Ladd
Hope Miller
Katie Drake
Tyler Johns
Andrea Dunn
Ginny Johnson
James Lange
Kristen Kalota

January Anniversaries
January 1, 1976
Happy 40th Anniversary!
Greg and Lynn Murray
January 1, 1993
Dan and Tawnya Caldwell
January 6, 2001
Happy 15th Anniversary!
Ben and Cynthia Weinstein
January 30, 1969
Jerome and Debbie Faas
January 31, 2009
Marcel and Melissa Colombo

Kudos to Connie Daugherty as she has
orchestrated so many meals recently
for the Advent services and also a funeral. The out-of-state relatives of the
deceased were so grateful for the delicious meal and the obvious fact that it
was made by people in the congregation with great love.
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New Year
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J a n u a ry 2 016
At-a-Glance

 December 31 - New Year’s Eve Service, with communion - 6:30 p.m.
 January 1 - New Year’s Day
 January 10 - Installation Service at Holy Cross - 4:00 p.m.
 January 15-16 - LES Basketball Tournament at ALA
 January 19 - Grandparent’s Day
 January 29-31- San Diego Basketball Tournament
 January 31 - New Member Dinner after 2nd service
 February 1 - Countdown to Kindergarten & Sneak Peek at 1 st Grade

