
Comment from Ron Silver (rhinopias@comcast.net) 

The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council announced a proposal to include river herring 
(alewife and blueback) and shad (American and hickory) as directly managed stocks in the 
mackerel and squid fishery. This proposal, called Amendment 15, follows a decision the Council 
made in June 2012 to develop protections for these fish in federal waters, where millions are 
caught and killed each year as accidental catch. 

Taking this step will ensure these important forage fish species are managed using the full force 
of federal law including annual catch limits, better catch accountability and designation of 
habitat, and will encourage fishery managers to coordinate river herring and shad regulations 
across jurisdictions. Designating river herring and shad as “stocks in the fishery” is also 
consistent with a recent legal decision that requires councils to protect all species that are “in 
need of conservation and management.” 

 


