2

Draft Action Plan (as of 6/21/13)
Amendment 15 to Mackerel-Squid-Butterfish (MSB) Fishery Management Plan (FMP)
 to Address River Herring and Shad (RH/S) Management
Agency:  Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (Possible joint action with ASMFC, NEFMC, and/or SAFMC)
FMAT:   
	Fishery Management Action Team (FMAT)

	Agency
	Role
	Person(s)

	MAFMC 
	Fisheries Management (Plan Coordinator)
	Jason Didden

	ASMFC 
	Fisheries Management (Plan Coordinator)
	Kate Taylor

	NMFS NERO
	Sustainable Fisheries (Plan Coordinator)
	Aja Szumylo

	NMFS NERO
	General Counsel
	Denise Desautels

	NMFS NERO
	NEPA
	Katie Richardson

	NMFS NERO
	Habitat
	Dave Stevenson

	NMFS NERO
	Protected Resources
	Daniel Marrone, Diane Borggaard 

	NMFS NERO
	Fisheries Statistics (FSO), Program Support
	Greg Power, Robert Vincent

	NMFS NEFSC
	Stock Assessment/Technical
	Kiersten Curti, Lisa Hendrickson, Kelly Neville

	NMFS NEFSC
	Socioeconomics 
	Drew Kitts

	U.S. F&W
	Fisheries Management/Habitat
	Pending


Title of Action:  Amendment 15 to the MSB FMP
Purpose and Need: The purpose of this amendment is to consider measures for direct river herring and shad (RH/S) management by the MAFMC.  Currently, RH/S are managed by the ASMFC but there are interactions with federal fisheries in federal waters.  The need is that more direct management by the Council may help RH/S conservation efforts, which do not appear to have yet rebuilt many RH/S stocks.  The amendment will consider whether the current management framework for river herring and shad is sufficient for conservation and management of these species and whether Federal management under the MSA would address any deficiencies and/or inefficiencies.  If management under the Magnuson-Stevens Act can address those issues, the amendment will consider a range of measures for Federal involvement/management.  
Fisheries that Apply:  There appear to primarily be interactions with RH/S in the Atlantic mackerel and Atlantic herring small mesh fisheries, but if RH/S became directly managed by the MAFMC, multiple fisheries could be impacted if other fisheries are found to have a substantial impact on RH/S populations.
Types of Measures Expected to be Considered:  The FMAT will be developing a wide range of management options for the Council to consider. These could include, but are not limited to:

· The full range of management measures required by the Magnuson Stevens Act for managed stocks including status determination criteria, annual catch limits, accountability measures, essential fish habitat designation/conservation, and rebuilding if appropriate.

· Joint or cooperative management may be appropriate with the ASMFC, NEFMC, and/or SAFMC.
Type of NEPA Analysis Expected: The Council will likely develop an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) because the impacts of this action likely have the potential to significantly impact the quality of the human environment.  Accordingly, scoping is required including public scoping hearings.  Public comments will be solicited at multiple phases including public hearings after a draft EIS is created.  
Applicable laws/issues:
	Magnuson-Stevens Act
	Yes

	Administrative Procedures Act
	Yes

	Regulatory Flexibility Act
	Yes

	Paperwork Reduction Act
	Possibly - depends on action taken and data collection needs

	Coastal Zone Management Act
	Yes

	Endangered Species Act
	Possibly - level of consultation, if necessary, depends upon the actions taken and NMFS’ determination regarding the status of River Herring, which are currently candidate species.

	Marine Mammal Protection Act
	Possibly - depends upon the actions taken

	E.O. 12866 

(Regulatory Planning and Review)
	Yes

	E.O. 12630 (Takings)
	Possibly; legal review will confirm

	E.O. 13132 (Federalism)
	Possibly; legal review will confirm

	Essential Fish Habitat
	Possibly - depends upon the actions taken

	Information Quality Act
	Yes


Timeline for development/review/implementation:  
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June 2012  
MAFMC initiates Amendment
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Aug 2012  
Action Plan Created, FMAT assigned 
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Sept 2012 
Workshop with Management Partners & FMAT on management approach
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Oct 2012 
Staff completes scoping document
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Nov 2012 
Scoping Comment Period & Scoping Hearings
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June 2013
FMAT begins development of decisional white-paper to evaluate RH/S 


management questions.
Oct 2013
Council evaluates RH/S management decisional white paper.
ACTIONS AFTER OCTOBER 2013 ARE CONTINGENT ON HOW THE COUNCIL DECIDES TO PROCEED.  If the Council decides to proceed with development of a fishery management plan(s) for RH/S, then the following steps would occur:

FMAT develops alternatives, DEIS writing begins


FMAT provides recommendations re: required alternatives. 


Joint Committee & AP Meeting to get input on alternatives


DEIS Creation concluded, FMAT Informal Review, Edits


MAFMC approves DEIS for Submission to NMFS, selects preferred
 

Alternatives (if appropriate) 

 
Document perfection


FR the DEIS, Public hearings for Am 15 with DEIS 

    
MAFMC receives comments
   
Committee meets to select alternatives to recommend to MAFMC 

 
MAFMC selects preferred alternatives for submission 

    
Document Perfection w/ NMFS 

 
Proposed Rule publication
    
Comment Period Closes 

    
Final Rule publication
  
Final Rule becomes Effective 
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