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January 31, 2015 

 

 

Dr. Christopher M. Moore 

Executive Director 

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 

800 North State Street 

Suite 201 

Dover, Delaware  19901 

 

Submitted electronically 

 

Re:  Deep Sea Corals Amendment Comments 

 

Dear Dr. Moore, 

 

Roughly 80 miles offshore of our most populous coastline, where the continental shelf drops off to the 

pitch-black abyss of the deep Atlantic Ocean, vivid and fragile cold-water corals – some the size of small 

trees and taking centuries to grow – take hold on the walls and floors of a series of submarine canyons 

and the nearby continental slope.  These coral communities form the foundation of deep-sea 

ecosystems, providing food, spawning habitat, and shelter for an array of invertebrate and fish species, 

and helping to fuel biodiversity hotspots in the canyons and along the shelf break.   

 

Together, we represent 34 ocean conservation groups, coastal businesses, and scientists and thank you 

and the rest of the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council for your efforts to protect our region’s 

ecologically valuable deep-sea corals and the marine life they support.  This is the moment to act – 

limited fishing currently occurs in these generally rugged and deep areas.  Extremely slow-growing with 

lifespans in the hundreds – even thousands – of years, deep-sea corals are highly vulnerable to fishing 

gear interactions.  The Deep Sea Corals Amendment offers us an unprecedented opportunity to protect 

the deep-sea corals, anemones, and sponges, and the valuable hard, structured bottom habitat these 

organisms grow on, from long-term damage.  Deep-sea corals protection would benefit the health of the 

broader marine ecosystem and the fisheries that rely on it, as well as other economic and social 

interests, like biotechnological innovation. 

 

We urge you to adopt the strongest conservation measures possible in the Deep Sea Corals 

Amendment, and support alternatives that would: 

 

 Prohibit all bottom-tending fishing gear (Alternative 4B) from all of the canyon and inter-canyon 

areas that have been identified by the Council’s technical team as discrete coral protection 

zones based on the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) coral habitat 

model and slope criteria (Alternative 3B).  Our groups also recommend that the Council and 

NOAA include an analysis of the potential impacts of mid-water trawl gear, which has been 
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shown to contact the ocean bottom, in the Environmental Assessment that will be developed 

for this action. 

 

 Prohibit bottom-tending gear (Alternative 2B) from a broad coral protection zone with the 

landward boundary at the 200 meter depth contour (Alternative 1B) in order to protect corals 

outside of the discrete zones.  Any gear exemptions should not extend beyond those currently 

proposed as alternatives in the public hearing document – for red crab and tilefish – and should 

seek to limit and reduce harmful impacts from such gear over time.   

 

 Require the use of electronic vessel monitoring systems aboard fishing vessels (Alternative 6B) 

to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water. 

 

Again, we congratulate the Council on developing one of the most exciting and precedent-setting 

marine habitat protection initiatives in the country.  Our groups appreciate this opportunity to offer our 

support for alternatives that will protect the region’s deep-sea corals and the marine life they support 

for future generations. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Brad Sewell 

Senior Attorney 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

 

 

Joseph Gordon 

Manager, U.S. Oceans, Northeast 

The Pew Charitable Trusts 

 

 

Gib Brogan 

Fisheries Campaign Manger 

Oceana 

 

 

Dr. Merry Camhi 

Director, New York Seascape 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

New York Aquarium 

 

 

 

 

Adrienne Esposito 

Executive Director  

Citizens Campaign for the Environment 

 

 

Eric Schwaab 

Senior Vice President / Chief Conservation 

Officer 

National Aquarium 

 

 

Greg Cunningham 

Program Director, Clean Energy and Climate 

Change  

Conservation Law Foundation 

 

 

Rob Weltner 

President  

Operation SPLASH 
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W. Mark Swingle 

Director of Research & Conservation 

Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center 

 

 

Mary M. Hamilton 

Executive Director 

SandyHook SeaLife Foundation 

 

 

Dr. Carl Safina 

President 

The Safina Center 

 

 

Daniel Barshis, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of Biology 

Old Dominion University 

 

 

Benjamin Cuker, Ph.D. 

Professor of Marine and Environmental Science 

Hampton University 

 

 

Bob Lewis 

Executive Director 

St. Mary’s River Watershed Association 

 

 

Arthur H. Kopelman, Ph.D. 

President 

Coastal Research and Education Society  

of Long Island 

 

 

Roger Fleming 

Attorney 

Earthjustice 

 

 

 

 

John Rumpler 

Senior Attorney 

Environment America 

 

 

Ben Steele, Ph.D. 

Professor, Department of Natural Sciences 

Colby-Sawyer College 

 

 

Thomas D. Lee, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 

Department of Natural Resources &  

the Environment 

University of New Hampshire 

 

 

Dave Wilson 

Executive Director 

Maryland Coastal Bays Program 

 

 

Van R. Reiner 

President and CEO 

Maryland Academy of Sciences at  

The Maryland Science Center 

 

 

Christine Santora 

Assistant Director for Policy and Outreach 

Institute for Ocean Conservation Science 

Stony Brook University 

 

 

Terra Pascarosa Duff 

Environmental Director 

TerraScapes and 

Regional Manager, Moms Clean Air Force 

Virginia 
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Brian Winslow 

Executive Director 

Delaware Nature Society 

 

 

Renata Rojas 

President 

Sea Gypsies 

 

 

Arin Smith 

Owner 

The Dive Shop 

 

 

Bob Bak 

Board Member 

The Scuba Sports Club and 

Director 

Aquatic Explorers Inc. of Poughkeepsie 

 

 

Jamie Pollack 

Managing Director 

Shark Angels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cliff Diamond 

Owner 

Empire Divers 

 

 

Michael Feld 

President and Founder 

Oceanblue Divers 

 

 

Michael Mashack 

President 

Bronx Diver 

 

 

Wendy W. Lull 

President  

Seacoast Science Center 

 


