PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 22, 2017

PRESS CONTACT: Mary Sabo
(302) 518-1143

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council to Offer Training on Electronic Vessel
Trip Reports for the For-Hire Community
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (Council) is hosting two workshops in late April to help
the for-hire community prepare for submitting Vessel Trip Reports (VTRs) electronically. The Council
approved a measure last year that will phase out the current paper-based reports over the coming year.
For-hire vessel operators/owners who must report VTRs for species managed by the Mid-Atlantic Council
will need to report using their mobile device or personal computer in order to be in compliance. Such
options are already available on a voluntary basis.
While all options for electronic reporting will be briefly discussed, the workshops will focus on hands-on
training for the eTrips/mobile and eTrips/PC system, a free program developed by the Atlantic Coastal
Cooperative Statistics Program (ACCSP). Instruction and guidance will be led by Rick Bellavance,
Owner/Operator of Priority Fishing Charters in Point Judith, Rhode Island, and ACCSP staff.
When:
April 25th, 2017, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 pm at the Hilton Mystic Hotel 20 Coogan Blvd., Mystic CT 06355.
Phone: (860) 572-0731.
April 27th. 2017, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. at the Doubletree by Hilton Baltimore-BWI Airport, 890 Elkridge
Landing Rd, Linthicum Heights, MD 21090. Phone: (410) 859-8400.
Participation is limited to 30 individuals per workshop!
Registration: To register for one of the workshops, visit http://www.mafmc.org/forms/evtr-workshopregistration.
What to Bring: It would be extremely helpful to bring an electronic tablet or laptop capable of connecting
to the internet via W-Fi. For the mobile-based version, participants will need either a Google account (for
Android systems) or an iTunes account (for Apple systems) to download the eTrips/mobile app. This will
allow you to work along with the instructors and be set up and ready to begin electronic reporting once
you leave the workshop.
Please direct any questions to workshop coordinator Andrew Loftus (aloftus@andrewloftus.com; 410295-5997).
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