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Pastor Keith’s Heart For This Sermon Series
This sermon series is a set of messages that will allow us to take a look at where God has 
brought Grace Fellowship from, where we are today, and where God is leading us into the 
near future. It will be equal parts thankfulness, celebration, and challenge. Pastor Keith will 
share his heart and passion for Grace Fellowship’s people, especially as they respond to 
those who don’t yet know Jesus. Ultimately, we’ll be challenged to expand our reach.

Introductory Question
Take a moment and think about a “mountain top” experience you’ve had. Turn to a person 
next to you and share some of the small victories that led to that big win in your life.  
How have those experiences shaped your life?

Transition:
As we look at this text (Joshua 1:6-9, 6:1-2), we see another example of God’s faithfulness 
through His Covenant to His people. The Abrahamic Covenant is an unconditional 
covenant. (A covenant is a bond in blood sovereignly administered. When God enters into a 
covenantal relationship, he sovereignly institutes a life-and-death bond. This is not a casual 
or informal agreement, but rather a life-and-death bond. But, the death happens at the 
beginning of the covenant, meaning, the covenant maker dies to the old self, then lives into 
the new bond.) God made promises to Abraham that required nothing of Abraham (see 
Genesis 15:18-21). This passage in Genesis describes a part of the Abrahamic Covenant, 
specifically dealing with the dimensions of the land God promised to Abraham and his 
descendants. This is an early example of God’s faithfulness.

Biblical Context
Joshua writes this message to remind the Israelite people that God had been with them. He 
was faithful to them and kept His promise (covenant) with them as they entered the 
“promised land” - the land of Canaan. Joshua was a leader after God’s own heart. When he 
was appointed as the leader of Israel after Moses' death, Joshua faced an intimidating 
season where God was calling Israel to conquer the land in front of them. Joshua was 
ordered by God to be strong and courageous. In Joshua 1:8, we see that God told Joshua 
to keep God’s Law (Hebrew Bible) at the front of everything he did and ordered that it "shall 



not depart his mouth" as he entered the promised land, giving the Israelites strength and 
courage which would lead them to prosperity.

Looking At The Text
Read Joshua 1:6-9 and 5:13 - 6:2.

1. Who stands in Joshua’s path? What does he want from Joshua? (Leader note: The 
commander of the Lord’s army is an angel from the Lord. The term theophany applies 
here. The term theophany has acquired a specific usage for Christians and Jews with 
respect to the Bible - it refers to the manifestation of God to people; the sensible sign by 
which the presence of God is revealed. Only a small number of theophanies are found 
in the Hebrew Bible, also known as the Old Testament.)

2. The commander says that he’s “neither” for Joshua nor his enemies. What does that 
mean? What is significant about the timing of this intervention? What is God impressing 
upon Joshua?

3. In verse 6:1, we learn the the city of Jericho is tightly shut up because of the Israelites’ 
presence. What did the people inside the city know about the Israelites, and why did 
they want to keep them out? What did the people think was about to happen?

Digging Deeper Into Related Texts
Read Deuteronomy 7:7-9, Joshua 23:14, and Genesis 21:1-2.

A) In Deuteronomy 7:8, what is the oath that Moses is talking about? Read Exodus 
3:1-22. What parallel can be drawn? How are Joshua’s and Moses’ responses 
similar? How are they different? 

B) In Joshua 23:14, why does Joshua call God’s promises good? Why does he repeat 
that? 

C) What did God promise to Abraham and Sarah? How are these promises connected? 
What is the significance of this promise?

Application of the Text
Joshua shows respect and reverence to God by taking off his sandals and bowing down. 
How can we show respect and reverence to God in our daily lives? What can we do 
tomorrow to change how we interact with God? 
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