
Series: How to Church
Title: “Presence”
Text: Acts 2:42-47, Hebrews 10:24, Acts 20:7
_________________________________________________________________________
Leader note: This Message Guide is intended to help you facilitate discussion with your 
Grace Group. You can use the guide exactly as it is, ignore some of it, or add to it. We 
hope you view this guide as a flexible teaching tool, and not a rigid teaching task.

Development & Announcements
• New group leaders need to let us know about their participation in the Groups Fair on 

9/13 and 9/16 by emailing kelly.croce@gracefellowship.cc.
• Existing group leaders need to answer Kelly’s email asking for help with the Groups 

Fair.
• Remember the Prayer theme for this year. Pray for group life in general and your 

group members by name each week. Also know that we are planning to have a group 
leader prayer time on the 2nd Sunday of each month in the upstairs portion of The 
Venue building. This prayer time will be from 8am - 8:45am and all group leaders, 
apprentices and hosts are invited to come. We will pray for group life in general, 
specific groups and issues raised from group leaders. No RSVP needed, just show 
up.

• Baptism registrations are open for the November baptism; www.gracefellowship.cc/
baptism.

Welcome & Icebreaker 
If you could star in any type of movie you want, what genre would it be?

Biblical Context
The Book of Acts was written to provide a history of the early church. It was likely written 
between 61-64 A.D.The emphasis of the book is the importance of the day of Pentecost 
and being empowered to be effective witnesses for Jesus Christ. Acts records the 
apostles being Christ's witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the rest of the 
surrounding world. The book sheds light on the gift of the Holy Spirit, who empowers, 
guides, teaches, and serves as our Counselor. Reading the book of Acts, we are 
enlightened and encouraged by the many miracles that were being performed during 
this time by the disciples Peter, John, and Paul. The book of Acts emphasizes the 
importance of obedience to God’s Word and the transformation that occurs as a result 
of knowing Christ. There are also many references to those that rejected the truth that 
the disciples preached about the Lord Jesus Christ. The lust for power, greed, and 
many other vices of the devil are evidenced in the book of Acts. (gotquestions.org)
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Sermon Review
1.  What stood out to you in the message?

2.  How might what we learned in the message change the way we live?

Initial Question
1. Have you ever considered your role in God’s church and how He wants you to serve 

it? If so, how did you come to that conclusion? If not, what will help?

Looking At the Text 
1. In Acts 2:42-47, Luke gives a summary of the activities of the early church. Those 

activities are teaching, fellowship or sharing together and giving to the poor and 
breaking of bread and prayer. In your mind, how does this early church description 
mimic or differ from middle class American church as we know it?

2. Luke also mentions that they “devote themselves to prayer.” What does it mean to 
“devote” yourself to anything? What are the actions of a devotee?  

3. Verse 42 is a description of the activities of the early church. What would have been 
appealing to those people such that they would begin to join in and be counted 
among the new believers?

Digging Deeper
1. Read Hebrews 10:24. The interesting word here is provoke. The Greek word for 

provoke is paroxysmos which means to stir. The root words point to something sour. 
So, it seems the writer is saying that we need to stir or provoke others away from 
their sinful, sour lives toward love and good deeds. What thoughts or emotions does 
this text bring up for you?

2. Read Acts 20:7. Several things seem evident here. First, they gathered together to 
break bread. It’s stated in such a way that it appears as though they did that weekly 
and it was known, and commonplace. Secondly, they broke bread together as 
remembrance of Jesus. And third, Paul taught. This is a connection or continuation 
of what Peter did for the earlier church. The leaders taught the scriptures to the 
people. 

Life Application
1. In Acts 2:42 the activities of the early church are a model for how God intended for 

followers to participate together. Describe how those elements are present in group 
life and why.

2. As you examine your own life, think about how those early churchgoers invested in 
their faith life, being devoted to teaching, fellowship, communion and prayer. Do we 
invest in each of those elements as we should?  



3. Read verse 43 again. Describe a time in your faith journey where you experience 
“awe” in relation to God.

4. It was mentioned in the worship service that participating in a local worship service 
is part of God’s design. We can see that through the study of this week’s scriptures 
related to the early church. It was also said that the environments we place 
ourselves in will impact our growth. Describe how being in worship and in group life 
has impacted your growth. (leader note: there may be first time folks in your group 
this week, so if you need to not use all of the questions, at least, please use this 
one)

Action Step
Pastor Keith has asked us all to consider attending the worship services more than we 
do. The average American church-goer attends 1.8 times/month. What would attending 
more look like for your group members?

Prayer, Care and Community
Remember that this group season (now until May) we have themed as a focus on 
Prayer. So, please make prayer an important part of your group life. 


