Preaching Series: Ezra + Haggai

April 30

Ezra 1 – God has a Plan

May 7

Ezra 2 – God’s People Returned

May 14

Ezra 3-4 – God’s People Build

May 21

Haggai 1 – God’s People Distracted

May 28

Haggai 2 – God’s People Stirred

June 4

Ezra 5:1-6:18 – God’s People Unhindered

June 11

Ezra 6:19-22 – God’s People Remember

June 18

Ezra 7-8 – God’s Word Returned

June 25

Ezra 9-10 – God’s People Repent
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THE KINGS OF PERSIA

Source: ‘Ezra & Nehemiah’, Peter Adam, Aquila Press, 2014.
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STUDY 1 – EZRA OVERVIEW
REBUILDING GOD’S PEOPLE
Ezra 1:1 sets this book in history: Cyrus was the king of Persia. But who is Cyrus? And what is his
connection with Israel? For many of us, Ezra is an unfamiliar part of the Bible. To help us get
oriented, this study will focus on the historical and theological context of the book.
Look up the following passages and note the key information they provide about the people, places
and events that set the scene. You may find it helpful to have the Bible Timeline and List of Persian
Kings open as you read (see pages 2-3).
THE RECENT HISTORY OF GOD’S PEOPLE:
- 2 Chronicles 36:15-23

-

Jeremiah 25:1-12

-

Jeremiah 29:4, 10-14

-

Isaiah 44:24 – 45:7, 13

LOOKING FURTHER BACK:
- Genesis 12:1-3

-

Deuteronomy 12:4-7, 1 Kings 8:1-13

-

Isaiah 2:1-5

In light of all this, how would you describe the situation of God’s people as you come to read Ezra 1?

Read the book of Ezra together. As you do, discuss what stands out to you. Are there any big
themes? Note any questions you have which you can return to in the coming weeks.
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STUDY 2 – EZRA 1
RGP: GOD HAS A PLAN
READ EZRA 1:1-11:
- Where do you see God working in:
o

v. 1

o

v. 2-4

o

v. 5

-

What do you think God is doing? What is His purpose?

-

What method does God employ here to achieve this?

-

The key aspects of Cyrus’ edict (v. 2-4) begin to be carried out in v. 6-11. Why do you think God
caused Cyrus to command these things?

-

By v. 11, God’s people have returned to Jerusalem with a task and all they need to accomplish it.
How would you describe the situation of God’s people having read Ezra 1?

THINKING IT THROUGH:
In Ezra 1 we see that: 1) God has a plan; 2) God moves people to achieve His plans; and 3) God gives
his people all they need to live as His people.
Yet, Ezra 1 is a just one component of God’s eternal plans. Look up the following passages and
explore together some of the ways we find these same themes in Jesus.
-

Acts 1:8

-

Acts 2:22-24

-

Hebrews 9:11-14

-

2 Peter 1:3-11

-

Revelation 22:1-5

How has Ezra 1 shaped your view of God and us?
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STUDY 3 – EZRA 2
RGP: GOD’S PEOPLE RETURNED
If you haven’t already, have a glance at Ezra 2. How do you feel about coming to Growth Group this
week? Be honest!
Paul writes in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 –
16

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
Ezra 2 was breathed out by God, it is for our good! We’ll begin by reading it (out loud!), then
orienting ourselves with the big picture, before working out how it helps equip us for every good
work.

READ EZRA 2
- According to v. 1, who is this a list of?

-

The passage lists out 7 groups of people. Quickly work through and note down on the following
table who they are, to get a feel for the overall shape of the chapter. The first one has been
done for you.
Lay People

By family (v. 3-20) + by city (v. 21-35)

v. 55-58

-

In v. 59-63 there are 3 families and 3 priestly families who aren’t counted. What is the issue?
How will it be resolved? (Ex 28:29-31, Num 27:21)

-

Vv. 68-70 record the first actions of the returned exiles. What do they do? What impression do
you get about them?
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THINKING IT THROUGH
Ezra 2 is recorded to teach us about God.
- Look up Genesis 15:1-7. What is Abraham promised by God? How might this shape the way we
read Ezra 2?

-

In Ezra 1:11 and 2:2 how many people are listed as the leaders of God’s people? Why is that
significant at this point in Israel’s history?

-

What does Ezra 2 teach us about God’s relationship with his people?

-

Considering the previous questions, what do you learn about God from Ezra 2? How will this
knowledge help equip us for every good work?

Ezra 2 is recorded to teach us about God’s people.
In light of Ezra 1:3 and 1:5, we know that these 42,360 people do not make up the entire people of
Israel. Many stayed behind. These are the people who returned.
Stirred up by God as they heard his word, they acted. They left Babylon behind, arrived in Jerusalem,
and took the rebuild seriously: concerned for purity (v. 59-63) and willing to give generously (v. 6870).
-

Why then, do you think God has carefully recorded these people for us?

-

How can we follow the good example of those listed in Ezra 2? Read Hebrews 6:7-12.

-

How will Ezra 2 help equip us for every good work?

Ezra 2 is recorded to teach us about eternity.
Israel were exiles in Babylon. As Christians, we are exiles in this world. We don’t belong here. Our
citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20, 1 Peter 2:9-12) and we are heading home.
-

Read Revelation 21:22-27. How do we ensure that we are on the list, and not be like those in
Ezra 2:59-63?

-

How will this knowledge help equip us for every good work?
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STUDY 4 – EZRA 3-4
RGP: GOD’S PEOPLE BUILD
Ezra 2:68-69 sees Israel give generously towards the rebuilding of the house of God. In Ezra 3, during
the first year of their return, that work begins.
REBUILDING THE ALTAR
READ EZRA 3:1-7
In the seventh month of the Jewish calendar, Israel began to rebuild the altar. The altar was used for
all sorts of sacrifices to God – it was a place of atonement, forgiveness, thanksgiving, fellowship and
obedience (Lev. 1-3).
-

What was significant about:
o

the seventh month (Leviticus 16:29-34)

o

the morning and evening sacrifices (Exodus 29:38-46)

o

the Festival of Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:33-43)

-

Why was the rebuilding of the altar given such priority by Israel? What is their motive?

-

How might this connect with the information that Israel feared the peoples around them (v. 3)?

REBUILDING THE TEMPLE FOUNDATION
READ EZRA 3:8-13
-

-

13 months have now passed since the return to Jerusalem and work begins to rebuild the
temple. In v. 11 a song of praise and thanksgiving is sung. Look up the following passages. What
is the significance of this song being sung? Why is there such an out pouring of praise?
o

1 Chronicles 16:1-36 (esp. vv. 1, 34-35)

o

2 Chronicles 7:1-3

o

Jeremiah 33:7-11

Israel have nothing but a ruined city, an altar and the foundations of a temple. But listening to
the words of the song, what do they see? What do some of the older people of Israel see also?
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CONSTANT OPPOSITION
READ EZRA 4:1-24 (it might help to have open the timeline of Persian Kings on pg. 3)
-

Ezra 4:6-23 could be put in brackets. Or to put it another way, Ezra 4:24 returns to where events
left off in 4:5. Why do you think the writer has included 4:6-23 when chronologically, they don’t
really belong here?

-

From Ezra 4, what methods are used in by the enemies of God’s people to halt God’s work?
Which have you observed or experienced personally?

-

According to Ezra 4, how did God’s people respond to their opposition?

THINKING IT THROUGH
-

Ezra 3 shows us that the first thing God’s people need is the ability to be in relationship with
him. Why don’t Christians have an altar or temple today? (Hebrews 13:9-16)

-

In Ezra 4 they sang with both joy and sorrow. In Christ, we sing the same song. In what ways
might joy and sorrow characterise our lives?

-

Look up the following verses. How do they change the way we think about the opposition we
face as God’s people?

-

o

John 15:18-20

o

Ephesians 6:10-13

How does the assurance that in Christ we are God’s restored people help us in the face of
constant opposition? How can we make sure we stand firm?
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STUDY 5 – EZRA 5-6
RGP: GOD’S PEOPLE UNHINDERED
As we come to Ezra 5, recall the words of 4:24: “Thus the work on the house of God in Jerusalem
came to a standstill until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.” What will come of
the promises of God, given through Jeremiah, enacted by Cyrus (Ezra 1:1-4)?
READ EZRA 5:1-5
- What is it that prompts Israel to start building again?

-

As opposition arises in v. 3-5, what words stand out to you in v. 5?

-

In the context of opposition against the people of God, who is controlling everything?

READ EZRA 5:6 – 6:12
As you read these two letters, note words or phrases that grab your attention. Share them with the
group. In particular, how are God and his people described? You might find it helpful to have open
the information on pgs. 2-4.

To: King Darius
From: Tattenai, governor of
Trans-Euphrates, and ShetharBozenai and their associates,
the officials of Trans-Euphrates.

The Memorandum from King
Darius
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-

What motivated the following people. And what does this say about God? Given that the
building of the temple is not just unhindered, but abundantly supplied for!
o

The enemies of God’s people?

o

King Darius?

READ EZRA 6:13-22
- According to Ezra 6:13-15, who enabled the completion of the temple? What do you think might
be the purpose of listing so many names?

-

The dedication of Solomon’s temple was an incredible event (1 Kings 8:62-66). How does the
dedication of this temple? What effect does this have as we read the book of Ezra?

-

In v. 19-22 the Passover (or Festival of Unleavened Bread) is celebrated. What do you think this
meal would mean to those who were there?

-

Considering Ezra 1:1-4, years of ongoing opposition, a completed temple, and a smaller-thanprevious dedication ceremony, what do you think the mood of Israel might have been at this
time?

THINKING IT THROUGH
- God is unhindered in His work of rebuilding His people. How do the following passages continue
to fill out what we have seen in Ezra 5-6:

-

o

Acts 2:22-24

o

Acts 1:8

o

Romans 8:28-30

What help does Ezra 5-6 give us when God’s work appears to be hindered in our lives?
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STUDY 6 – EZRA 7-8
RGP: GOD’S WORD RETURNED
In Ezra 1, Cyrus the King of Persia sent God’s people from Babylon back to Jerusalem. Their task was
to rebuild the temple. With that task completed at the end of Ezra 6, Ezra 7 moves us forward some
57 years in time.
Ezra 7:1 informs us that Artaxerxes is the new Persian King. He, like Cyrus, sends some of God’s
people back to Jerusalem with a task. This time they are led by Ezra himself.

READ EZRA 7:1-10
- Who is Ezra a descendant of? Why might such a detailed genealogy given?

-

What place did he come from and to where did he go? Who went with him?

-

Vv. 6 and 10 give us an insight into Ezra. What was he particularly known for?

-

As God rebuilds his people, why do you think God’s gracious hand was on Ezra (vv. 9-10)?

READ EZRA 7:11-28
- What does Ezra get sent to Jerusalem with? What are Artaxerxes’ motives? What does it show
about God?

-

According to Ezra 7:25-26, what did Artaxerxes send Ezra to do? What is God doing?
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READ EZRA 8:1-36
This passage contains the personal account of Ezra concerning the journey from Babylon to
Jerusalem. 8:1-14 contains the records of those who travelled with Him.
-

In v. 15, as they gather by a canal in Babylon, an issue is discovered. What is it? Why is it an
issue?

-

How might Ezra’s methods in 8:21-23 help us in our decision making? Note – Nehemiah (Neh
2:7-9) took a different approach!

-

From Ezra 8:24-36: how much did Artaxerxes give to those returning? Why do you think God
protected them, enabling everyone and everything to arrive in Jerusalem safely?

THINKING IT THROUGH
- What does the man, Ezra, teach us about what God’s people need?

-

What has God given us in Jesus? (John 1:14, Hebrews 1:1-4)

-

What has God given us, His people? Why? (Ephesians 4:11-13, Hebrews 13:7-8, 17)

-

How does Ezra 7:10 shape what we look for in a leader? (Titus 2:11-14)

-

How will the example of Ezra shape the place of God’s word in your life? (Colossians 1:9-14)
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STUDY 7 – EZRA 9-10
RGP: GOD’S PEOPLE REPENT
Ezra has returned to Jerusalem charged with the responsibility of teaching and applying God’s Word
to God’s restored people (Ezra 7-8). As he does so, the Law convicts the people of a prominent sin in
their lives.
READ EZRA 9:1-15
- From v. 1-2:
o

What is the sin? (also Ezra 9:10-12, Deuteronomy 7:1-11)

o

Who especially are identified? What effect have they had?

-

What is Ezra’s initial response to the news of this sin?

-

What aspects of Ezra’s prayer (9:6-15) are remarkable to you? Discuss together his attitude and
the content of his prayer.

-

How would you sum up the key aspects of Ezra’s prayer?

READ EZRA 10:1-44
- According to Ezra 10:1, where was Ezra praying? What’s the significance of praying in this place?

-

What is Israel’s response to the discovery of their sin? Using examples from the passage, how
would you describe the level of their response?
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THINKING IT THROUGH
- How does this passage challenge our attitudes to:
o

God’s holiness

o

Our unworthiness

o

God’s mercy

-

It’s interesting that Ezra himself was not guilty of this sin. Yet he identifies himself with those
who are. How does this help us understand what Jesus came to do? (Hebrews 2:14-18)

-

Ezra went to pray at the temple, where God was. In light of the previous question, where ought
we turn when there is sin in our lives?

-

According to Ezra 10:2, some leaders led the way in this sin. Ezra by contrast led the nation into
repentance. What does this teach us about leadership? What leader do we need?

-

How does 1 Corinthians 7:12-16 shape the way we apply Ezra 9-10?

-

Now that Christ has come, God’s people are no longer a nation in the same sense that Israel
were. What will this mean for God’s people today, in terms of purity (James 1:27)? What might
be some of the particular challenges that we, as God’s people, will face? How will we face them?
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