Ministry Update
November 2017
Dear HEAC family,
I say this every series, but I’m loving reading John, both privately, with you individually, and together on Sundays. John gives
us such extraordinary insights into our Lord Jesus, the Word who became flesh, our light in the darkness, the one who alone
makes the Father known. That’s why our HEAC vision is all about him: For the glory of Jesus, we build each other up and we
reach out to the world.

1. Vision18 – Trading our building loan for a Kids Minister
In 2015, we clarified Vision18:
Conscious that we are surrounded by so many neighbours who don't know Jesus, we aimed to “fully pay off our building debt
so that we could responsibly employ a full-time Kids Minister in 2018”.
It felt like an audacious dream:
When I arrived in 2012, our building debt was $1,042,256 with a finish date of 2022.
Finding a qualified Kids Minister is notoriously hard, with more than 20 vacancies in Sydney alone.
But through God’s grace,
You have been so generous, and we will fully pay off our debt by 31 December 2017!
God has provided a wonderful, gifted, humble man to lead our Kids and Young Families Ministry.
God has recently provided a house for the Dodds, so the Heathcote house will be available in 2018!

2.

Introducing the Morrisons (Ian, Megan, Jade, Timothy, Luke)

• What have you been doing at Dapto Anglican?
I have been coordinating and overseeing & training leaders
for the Dapto children's ministries: Scripture in 5 schools;
boys and girls groups on Thursdays; mixed group on Fridays;
preschool and primary school groups on Sundays; a program
in Koonawarra Public School on Tuesday afternoons; holiday
programs; Play-patch Playgroup; pupil free day programs
and also a termly afternoon in 3 of the primary schools. Plus
I look after the young families at the 10am congregation &
preach occasionally across the day.
• What are you excited about in 2018?
Lots! Looking forward to serving the Kids at church and their
families, and encouraging and equipping young leaders to
live lives where they speak about Jesus, to whoever they
meet, especially children. We are looking forward to starting
back with many relationships we fondly remember from 6 years ago (when we were at Engadine as student ministers), as well
as getting to know many new people from church.
• What are you apprehensive about?
Saying goodbye to lots of relationships in Dapto. Change for the kids. Jade will be starting a new school going into Year 1. Jade
has had an amazing year at Illawarra Christian School. Her teacher has been wonderful and she has made lots of friends. We
hope the transition will be a good one for her. We also have to change quite a few of her therapists.... so please pray that
would go smoothly.

3. Our Everyday Vision
I’m really excited about having the Morrisons with us, and seeing how HEAC develops over the next few years. Ian will be
focused on Kids and Young Family Ministry, both inwards (the discipleship of our leaders and kids in our 15 kids ministry teams),
and outwards (outreach to families in our local community).
However, to see new kids and families in our community saved, we all need to be on mission together.
So can I urge you:
(1) Pray for gospel conversations
- Each growth group is a little mission team. Keep sharing gospel conversations, and praying specifically for each other.
- Pray that each day across our church family, at least 1 person is having a chance to explain the gospel.
- Pray for each house as you drive past on a Sunday, for a hunger to know Jesus.
- Pray for personal boldness to “cross the pain-line” and talk about Jesus with one of your friends.
(2) Pray for opportunities to read John’s Gospel 121
I’ve already heard of some wonderful stories. Pray for more in 2018.
(3) Make the most of Christmas
Who could you invite along to Christmas Eve or Christmas Day? We’ll have postcards available soon, so take a pack and pray
for opportunities to chat to a neighbour as you put them in letterboxes.
(4) Be a good welcomer
There are always visitors with us on Sunday. Be on the look-out, so no-one sits alone.

4. Finances
The HEAC Budget is our common privilege and responsibility. I became a Christian at the end of high school, but it took many
years before I grasped the joy of giving – not just 10% of my income, but as much as I could.
A few things to draw to your attention:
(1) Our General Ministry Fund currently has a short fall of $31,283. We would like to clear this off before Ian starts on 1/1/18.
(2) The Wardens have asked if everyone currently contributing to our building loan could consider swapping to general giving.
General giving is not tax deductible, but is vital for our ongoing work.
(3) Automatic electronic giving is very helpful for our church cash flow and your regular budgeting.
Our bank details (eac.org.au/giving) are:
BSB 032 153
General Fund
BSB 032 153
SRE Fund

266 439
266 447 (tax deductible)

We also encourage each member to give 10% of their giving direct to Church Missionary Society (CMS). Currently, HEAC
members (who give our church name to CMS) give more than 16% of our budget. Great news indeed!
Praise God for this exciting next stage as we invest in kids ministry. May God bring a new child or family to us every week in
2018.

Your brother,
James Warren
Senior Minister

