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By Rev.
Dr. Dean
Nadasdy,
District
President
Linda Pastan is a wonderful
American poet, now in her eighties,
who writes often from her own
experience. She has a set of verses
for each of the year’s 12 months.
These are her verses for the month
of March:
When the Earl King came
to steal away the child
in Goethe’s poem, the father said
don’t be afraid,
it’s just the wind. . .
As if it weren’t the wind
that blows away the tender
fragments of this world—
leftover leaves in the corners
of the garden, a Lenten Rose
that thought it safe
to bloom so early.1
We know about the wind, we who
live on the northern tundra. March
in Minnesota can bring its windy
blizzards and blow away the tender
fragments of our world. It’s March,
1 Poetry (October/November, 1999;
Poetry Foundation)

From the President

March Winds

and we’re still talking windchill.
We are usually not afraid of the
wind in March. If we fear the wind
at all, it will be the twisting winds
of late spring and summer. One
year, on June 14, I was installed as
the pastor in a new church, and a
tornado ripped right through the
rooftops of nearby buildings.

craftiness in deceitful schemes”
(Ephesians 4:14). There is that wind
blowing across the landscape of
the church – a subtle wind, first
perceived as almost a fresh breeze,
but dangerous to the church. It’s
a wind that calls us to sway and
compromise the truth and beauty
of our faith.

Goethe’s poem, “Erlkönig,”
referenced in the opening verse
above, tells of the Earl King, a
dark and menacing figure bent at
stealing away the dancing spirit of
children. In the poem the child’s
father tries to still his son’s fears
but ultimately fails to protect him
because he too has had his spirit
taken by the Earl King. It is a tragic
story.

More threatening still is “the prince
of the power of the air” (Ephesians
2:2) who would steal us from the
kingdom. We know he is nearby,
and the demon spirits whom he
sends. They would sap our souls
of Lenten joy and leave behind a
wilted Lenten rose. Not here, not
now, not us. We are too close. From
here, we can see the cross. We
know this story’s end – ablaze with
resurrection light and life. We sense
another wind, the Spirit’s wind, a
second wind and third, to breathe
new life into us all.

Hip deep in Lent, the Scriptures
remind us that there are, of course,
things more dreadful than the
wind. Still, for Jesus’ disciples, the
wind plays a frightening role in
the storm on the Sea of Galilee
or as Peter tries water-walking
for the first time. St. Paul warns
against being like children tossed
to and fro by “every wind of
doctrine, by human cunning, by

New District Podcast Launches
Cultivating Leaders is the new Minnesota South District
podcast. In it, we talk with leaders about resources for ministry
as well as how God has worked in their lives and the lives of
others. You can listen on our website, iTunes, or Google Play.

See our new events calendar at mnsdistrict.org/events!
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First To All Generations Grants Awarded

The To All Generations appeal was started to enhance
the quality of Christian education in our schools
and congregations. In October, the first round of
grant applications were submitted, and three were
approved by the Schools and Commissioned Ministers
Committee based on criteria approved by the District
Board of Directors.
NW Metro New Lutheran High School Initiative
There is currently no LCMS high school in the
northwest corner of the Twin Cities metro. Rev. Tim
and Kelly Lamkin (Shepherd of the Grove, Maple
Grove) want to determine if it is feasible to start a new
Lutheran high school that would serve 50-150 students.
The study would include a look at congregational
support, community demographics, and possible
locations for this new plant.
Winona Area Marketing Collaboration
Hope Lutheran High School, St. Martin’s Lutheran
School, and Immanuel Lutheran School (Silo) are
collaborating to advertise their education ministries
through a variety of local and online media.
Kingdom Kids Learning Center, Ham Lake
This early childhood center was opened in the Fall of
2017. The grant will be used to market this new center
to a community that is increasingly unchurched and has
relatively few Christian early childhood options.
The next deadline for To All Generations grant
proposals is April 9, 2018. Grant application windows
will continue every 6 months until all To All
Generations funds are expended. More information
about these grants can be found at
mnsdistrict.org/tag-grants.
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“We launched our new childcare
ministry (“Kingdom Kids Learning
Center”) at Family of Christ in
Ham Lake in October 2017. We
know the Holy Spirit will richly
bless the spiritual, intellectual and
social growth of countless children
via this Christ-centered ministry
throughout the future. We are
extremely grateful to be recipients
of the To All Generations grant
to help us effectively market and
promote this new early childhood
center. We look forward to many
children and families being
connected to Christ and His church
through this new venture. Thanks
for your partnership!”

“Our prayer is that our
relationships to our sister
schools and congregations will
be strengthened through this
collaborative effort. We pray that
the Gospel of Jesus Christ will be
shared boldly and that our schools
and congregations will be allowed
to share Jesus with more souls.”
—Rocky Sandcork, Hope Lutheran
High School, Winona

“We are excited to collaborate with
LCMS churches and schools in the
Northwest Metro to explore the
possibility of starting a Lutheran
high school.
The goal of this new Lutheran high
school would be to provide an
excellent Christ-centered education
within a nurturing and innovative
environment that would enable
all learners to develop their full
potential supported by a strong,
caring community where people
are valued and respected.”
—Kelly Lamkin, Shepherd of the
Grove, Maple Grove

—Rev. Keith Grimm, Family of
Christ, Ham Lake
Below: Students from Hope
Lutheran sing at St. Martin,
Winona.
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An Unexpected Gift

St. Peter church plant
prepares to open new
sanctuary
After not being to stay that
space due to a conflict of the
organizations’ missions, a Christian
business owner offered up space
for the church to use for worship
beginning in October of 2014.
However, the growing number
of River of Life members and
attendees quickly filled that space.

It was once a nursing home,
but now it’s home to a growing
congregation—River of Life, St.
Peter—filled with all ages. And now
they’re preparing to celebrate the
dedication of a new worship space.
In some ways, this exciting
development is unexpected.
However, God’s work has been
obvious and unsurprising in how
this ministry has been able to
expand its capacity to serve the
people of St. Peter.
In the summer of 2013, Pastor Tom
Braun was called to Our Savior,
Mankato to plant what became
River of Life in St. Peter, a town
of 11,000 on the Minnesota River
and home to Gustavus Adolphus
College. An experienced church
planter, Braun was eager to begin
working in this community.
River of Life held their first
worship service in the fall of 2013.
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Originally, they worshipped in the
apartment complex that Braun and
his wife lived in at the time. They
also held worship for three Sundays
at the Linneaus Auditorium on
the Gustavus Adolphus campus
before being asked to find another
location. This led the church to
worship at the Nicollet County
Historical Society’s Treaty Center
museum for just under a year.

“Every time we
turned around,
whatever we
needed, the need
was met”

Throughout this process, Braun
and the leadership of River of Life
prayed for a permanent location to
call home. In the fall of 2014, Good
Samaritan Society, a provider of
eldercare services, offered to sell a
former nursing home building in
St. Peter to the church, offering it at
two different prices. However, the
Spirit led River of Life to decline
both offers.
But God was at work the whole
time. In November 2014, Braun
received a call from Good
Samaritan: they were now offering
to donate the building to River of
Life.
After consulting with district
leadership and legal counsel
to ensure everything was done
properly, the gift was finally closed
and the property transferred in
February 2015.
Above: Members wrote Bible
verses on the floor of the new
sanctuary.
Right: The new cross was
installed on February 26. Photo:
Facebook / River of Life.

Establishing a permanent location
for River of Life to proclaim the
Gospel and to do ministry they
couldn’t do in other locations was
essential. As Braun puts it, the
Gospel message “is not actively
proclaimed in St. Peter” by many of
the churches in town.
Member Sarah Peterson noted that
River of Life also has a welcoming,
family atmosphere other churches
in town lack. “There are a lot of
churches in St. Peter that are set in
their ways...we’re a community.”
Her husband, Steve Peterson,
agrees. “To see what God has done
and how much He has grown this
congregation is awesome. So many
people have been touched and
brought in here.”

Since opening the space for worship
in May 2015, the congregation grew
to a point that the original worship
space, the nursing home dining
hall, was too small. So River of Life
moved forward with plans to add a
permanent worship space.
Funded in part by a grant from
the District, this new sanctuary
will seat 200 people comfortably.
Members of River of Life are
excited about this new space, and
have seen God at work through the
building process.
“Every time we turned around,
whatever we needed, the need was
met,” observed Arvin VanderPlas, a
River of Life member.
The sanctuary chairs are one
example of this need being met.
In just a few short weeks, River

of Life went from having no
funding for chairs to funding for
more than 150. Braun also added
that craftsmen from other LCMS
churches will fabricate and donate
altar furnishings.
These continued unexpected gifts
have given River of Life more and
more opportunities to engage in
God’s mission and share Christ
with people in St. Peter and
beyond. “Our sanctuary is going
to allow us to share our mission
and bring more people to Christ,
partly because we have the room,
but partly because we’re being good
stewards of what’s been given to us,”
says member Heather Magelee.
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Cultivating Leaders for
New Ministries
We have shared over the past few
years about the data that shows
how new churches win new
people for Christ faster and more
efficiently than existing churches.
Yet we also know the good work
our existing churches do, and how
those congregations can also start
new ministries that effectively reach
new people in new ways.
Our philosophy as a district is that
we do not start new ministries or
churches; we support and equip the
leaders and congregations that do
such things. In a variety of different
ministry areas, we have sought to
find the leaders who lead and give
them the tools they need to do
ministry. Here are some examples
of our work:

Church Planting
• We started the New Church
Incubator as a way for the
district to support new church
plants with the support of a
consortium of congregations
and individual donors.
• We help provide assessment
for potential new planters and
coaching for church planters.
• We help fund SMP and EIIT
education for church planters.
Campus Ministry
• We gathered a committee
of interested individuals to
develop a comprehensive plan
for campus ministry.
• We support campus
missionaries on three campuses.
• We provide grant dollars for
campus ministry projects and
programs.

By: Rev. Dr. William Utech

Deaf Ministry
• We have given grants to
congregations to fund ASL
interpreters.
• We convened a meeting of
leaders concerned with deaf
ministry to encourage the
raising up of new deaf ministry
leaders from within the deaf
community.
Blind Ministry
• We provided a grant to Faith,
Minneapolis to help their work
on a monthly Bible study in
partnership with Lutheran
Braille Workers.
Congregation Revitalization/
Mission Formation
• We provide funding for
congregation teams to attend
the Best Practices for Ministry
Conference, The LCMS
Rural/Small Town Ministry
Conference, and The LCMS
Connect to Disciple workshop.
• We support learning
communities that provide
pastors a place to study and
learn with their peers about
reaching their communities.
• We hold events that support
the training of lay leaders in
congregations.
We want to support the raising up
of leaders to start new ministries,
and have grant dollars that can
help. More information about
grants available from our district
can be found at
mnsdistrict.org/grants.
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2018 District-Supported
Missions and Missionaries
We invite you to use this list in your personal and corporate prayers, that these leaders would be
strengthened in their efforts to reach people with the good news of Jesus.
Concordia University, St. Paul Campus Ministry
Rev. Tom Gundermann and DCE Shelly Schwalm
Family of Christ Lutheran Church (Rochester)
Rev. Jeff Niederstadt
Hosanna Highland Lutheran Church
Campus Ministry (Mankato)
Rev. Darren Scruggs and Sarah Bohrer
LINC-Twin Cities
Rev. Ben Griffin and Rev. Demelash Yoseph
POBLO (People of the Book Lutheran Outreach)
Nader and Georgette Alaraj, Bloomington			
John and Maryam Gayed, Rochester

ReDO (Church/Fitness Center, Shepherd of the
Valley, Hastings)
Rev. Chad Kirchoff
Remedy Church
(New Church Incubator Plant #1, Oakdale)
Rev. Andy Audette
University Lutheran Chapel Campus Ministry
(University of MN)
Rev. David Kind and Rebecca Wagner
UpWorks Christian Community Development
(St. Paul)
DCO Sue Hewitt
Woodbury Lutheran Church (Liberty Ridge)
Rev. Jon Kuehne

Stories From the Mission Field:
Missionaries in Their Own Words
“Recently, due to a custodian
leaving, the head custodian of the
school has been working during
our rental time...We’ve come to
find out that he grew up in a very
law oriented church that pushed
him further from God. Finally
on Christmas Eve, he came into
worship late and set up a chair
behind some of our pipe and drape
(he could be seen from my vantage
point up front, but not really by
anyone else). He stayed for the
whole service. We are thankful
to be a place where people can
experience the Gospel no matter
where they are at in life, and we
look forward to seeing how God
will work in this custodian’s life
going forward!” —Rev. Jon Kuehne

“Hameed [Iraqi refugee]requested
to pray in the Sanctuary. He had
a general prayer request, and he
said “God is anywhere; I can pray
for him in the church.” From my
experience with Hameed, he is a
pragmatic man; he thinks “outside
the box” and is open to learn about
Christianity.
The colored glass on the left side of
the church portrayed biblical stages
all the way from the birth of Jesus
to the resurrection. I explained
those stages in Arabic to Hameed,
as he had questions. We pray for
him and for his salvation.”
—Nader Alaraj

“Javier entered Minnesota Adult
and Teen Challenge (MNTC) in
November of 2016...Two months
before graduating from MNTC,
Javier connected with UpWorks.
During his journey with the
UpWorks Life Advocates, Javier
completed his Self-discovery and
determined he had a passion for
warehouse logistics and electrical
work. Javier landed a job with Pace
industries as a forklift operator... In
three short months Javier has been
promoted...As a result of having
Life Advocates and him setting
goals, Pace has decided to send him
to Electrician training school, full
tuition paid, and they have plans to
move him up in the company.”
—Sue Hewitt
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Johnson Wins School
Shepherd Award
In 2015, The Lutheran School
Shepherd Award was established
to honor pastors who have
provided outstanding support
and service to their Lutheran
school or early childhood center.
This annual award recognizes
pastors who are engaged at a high
level in a significant way in the
school or early childhood center
their congregation operates.
With this recognition, we honor
the many pastors who provide
extraordinary support, service
and encouragement for Lutheran
elementary schools throughout the
District.
Pastor Mark Johnson of Mt.
Calvary Richfield and Mt. Calvary
Preschool is this year’s winner.
Some quotes from people that
nominated him:

“Pastor Johnson greets the
children and tries to learn their
names and he likes to strike up
conversations with the parents
while they wait for their child to
be dismissed. It warms my heart
to see Pastor’s interactions with
the children.“
“He takes time every Tuesday
morning to lead the preschoolers
in chapel. Chapel makes a huge
impression on the children
because Pastor dresses in his full
Sunday garments and lights the
altar candles. Those two simple
actions help show the children
how much respect and reflection
we are to give while attending
church.”

“Pastor Johnson has always been
there for me when I’ve needed
him. He has sat with me while
I’ve opened the flood gates of
tears due to personal trials and
professional frustrations. I always
feel guilty that I’ve come undone
in front of him but he always
shares the most perfect, calming
words from God that help me
through the particular situation.
Pastor is the best “sounding
board” and I feel much support
from him.”
“We are very, very blessed to have
Pastor Johnson as our shepherd.”

“Pastor Johnson’s commitment of
time and energy to the ministry
of Christian education in our
midst has been exemplary. His
love of Christian education and
recognition of its value has been
demonstrated many times in word
and deed.”
“Pastor Johnson’s door has
always been open to teachers,
children, parents, volunteers and
other paid staff to hear a word of
concern, offer a word of comfort,
or say yes to helping.”
“He is a down to earth man who
has a sense of humor and is an all
around nice guy.”
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Rev. Mark Johnson

LABORERS NEEDED!
Laborers For Christ helps Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
ministries save money on their building projects.
Multiple ministries around the nation are queued up to start
construction this summer and we need more Laborers!

Laborers at work in Bloomington, Minn., during the construction
of an addition to Mt. Hope Lutheran Church and School.

Are you looking for a satisfying next chapter of your life?
Find out if becoming a laborer is right for you.
Laborers’ Unique Calling
There’s an attitude among laborers that you won’t find in
the general workforce. Laborers jump in and help with
whatever needs to be done. More importantly, laborers
are working for the glory of God.

Life as a Laborer
Laborers travel in their RVs to live on the property while
working on a project. It’s not unusual for laborers to
become part of the congregation: worshiping on
Sundays, joining in Bible studies or singing in the choir.

Do Laborers need a particular skill?
No. Laborers, both men and women, learn by
doing—what we call on-the-job training with fellowship.
Laborers want to serve the Lord and work with fellow
Christians.

Laborers are retired carpenters, handy people, farmers,
school teachers and other willing workers. They are
committed to working at minimum wage for LCMS
ministries who desire to undertake the construction
and improvement of their own facilities.

Join Laborers For Christ today.
To view future projects or fill out an application, visit lcef.org or call 314-885-6444.

Minnesota South District
14301 Grand Ave S
Burnsville, MN 55306

Upcoming District Events
March 24
Leadership Summit, Good Shepherd, Owatonna
April 14
Leadership Summit, South Shore Trinity, White Bear Lake
May 1
District Board of Directors, MNS District Office
May 5
District Convention Floor Committees, Messiah, Lakeville
June 21-23
District Convention, Concordia University, St. Paul
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