Left: The remains of St Vincent
College in Natovi, Fiji, after Cyclone
Winston hit on February 20, 2016.
Right: Students attend classes in
makeshift classrooms.
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From the Director
Several reports in the charity,
NGO and not-for-profit sectors are
indicating a slowing in generosity by
Australians towards our international
neighbours.
Some CEOs have recently named
the Australian Government’s
continual cutbacks on international
aid as a modelling factor in this
decline in giving.
Thanks to our generous donors,
however, including Marist Schools
Australia communities, and local
and international funding partners,
donations to Australian Marist
Solidarity has gone against these
national trends.
As a new, Australian, nongovernmental organisation for
international development, aid,
and education, it is encouraging to
see that our presence in the public
space, including digital media, is
having an impact on our steadilyrising income.
We value our donors deeply and we
trust this autumn edition of Solidarity
Matters provides some concrete
feedback to you on how your
support is enabling young people to
transform their lives.

Marists respond to aid needs in Fiji
On April 6, less than six weeks after categoryfive Tropical Cyclone Winston hit Fiji, our Marist
communities in Fiji braced for yet another
natural disaster in the form of Tropical Cyclone
Zena.
Although category-three TC Zena weakened
as it passed to the south of Fiji’s main island,
it caused heavy rain and flooding, and serious
disruption to the nation’s recovery from
Winston, which hit the small island-nation on
February 20.
On April 7, the UN Pacific Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reported
that people in Fiji are still very much suffering
from TC Winston.

In solidarity,

Winston decimated crops and has seriously
affected the livelihoods of many of Fiji’s
vegetable-growing communities. And now,
thanks to Zena, recently-replanted seeds and
seedlings have been washed away. This has
caused major concerns about food security,
and mosquito and water-borne diseases.

Br Allen Sherry
Chief Executive Officer
Australian Marist Solidarity

Last month, the community of Saint Vincent
College in Natovi (pictured above on Feb.
21) requested help to rebuild their severelydamaged school located in the province of

Education is a powerful tool for
change; let’s continue to work
together towards better access and
quality across our Marist partners’
projects.
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Photos depicting the
destruction caused
by Cyclone Winston
at St Vincent College
in Natovi on February
20, 2015. Just six
and a half weeks
later these same
communities were hit
by torrential rain and
flooding.

Tailevu—about a two-hour drive north from
Suva.

Australian networks for help to rebuild Saint
Vincent College.

Saint Vincent’s was first established by the
Marist Fathers and Marist Sisters more than
115 years ago, and is now administered by the
diocese.

Last month, we launched an appeal to get this
much-needed building work underway. Please
consider offering this campaign your support
and give to our program to rebuild Saint
Vincent College.

Classrooms, living quarters, furniture and
learning materials have been completely
destroyed and it has caused disruption to
classes with more than half of its 220 students,
including 60 boarders—aged between six and
14 years old—unable to attend school.
Many of these students’ families come
from surrounding villages, outer islands
or the interior highlands and most rely on
subsistence farming and fishing for their
livelihoods.
Despite the challenges, some classes are
being held in classrooms without walls
or outdoors and this is enabling the local
community to get on with rebuilding their
homes and the school, while their young
attend classes.
With government funding and international
aid in very short supply, the Brothers in Fiji
recently asked Marist Solidarity and our

In Suva, Marist Brothers High School eagerly
welcomed 27 students from traditional
sporting rivals Queen Victoria School and
Saint John’s College, which have been
severely damaged.
MBHS has also coordinated trauma
counselling to help affected students cope
with the psychological impacts of the natural
disaster.
To find out more about the Marists’ work in Fiji,
contact Marist Solidarity Projects Coordinator
Mr Ashley Bulgarelli on (07) 3354 0600 or
email ashley.bulgarelli@marists.org.au.
And please donate to the Saint Vincent
College Rebuild program and support the
Marist Brothers’ efforts to keep education
strong in Fiji.
Contact us or visit our website
to support this project today!
(donat ions to this project are tax deduct ible)

Long-serving volunteer doctor farewells Pailin, Cambodia
On March 29, the community of Pailin and the Marist Brothers
in Cambodia farewelled Mexican Doctor Estela Rodriguez,
her husband Rodrigo Sanchez, and their two children; the
youngest of whom was born during their stay.
Doctor Estela and Rodrigo are fluent in Khmer, and they
have worked closely with the Marist Brothers as volunteers
to establish a program, which provides healthcare to local
communities.
Thanks to their work, weekly clinics are held in Pailin and the
outlying rural village of On Doung Pi. There is also a weekly
clinic held in the town of Battambang.
Twice a week, a clinic operates in the small rural village of
Ou Chet Pram, where the local community has a dedicated a
space at its primary school.
Rodrigo would set up for each clinic and engage with
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patients, sharing information about health and hygiene.
Estela would assess and diagnoses each patient, and
provide basic treatment.
They saw over 2,200 patients in their first year. More than
two-thirds were women, from 25 communities. They also
held workshops, covering a range of topics, like sanitation
and common diseases, like typhoid and dengue fever.
The health outreach program is now securely in the hands of
a local doctor and the community.
Marist Solidarity is grateful for the support of our funding
partners Manos Unidas in Spain, the generosity and
compassion shown by Estela and Rodrigo during their time
at Pailin, and for the success—achieved by so many—of the
Rural Health Outreach program.

Photo by Conor Ashleigh. Doctor Estela Rodriguez has worked as a
volunteer with the Marist Brothers in Cambodia for almost three years to
establish the highly successful Pailin Rural Health Outreach program.

Contact us or visit our website to support this project
(donat ions to this project are tax deduct ible)

New volunteer opportunities available now
What are you plans for next year? Have you thought about
volunteering overseas in a Marist project?
Marist Volunteers Australia still has positions available in
2016 and 2017 for young Marists and experienced teachers

Solidarity projects get the go-ahead
Less than four months into 2016, we are pleased to report that,
so far, fifteen aid and community development initiatives have
been approved by the Marist Solidarity team and its projects’
committee. Please consider donating to these projects.
Cambodia

Marist Solidarity Cambodia Village, Pailin Hostel

Timor-Leste Ponta Leste Security project, Seeds for the Future IT
Study Centre
Fiji

Formation House Equipment, Marist Brothers’ Primary
School Furnishings, Lomeri Upgrades, Vocations Vehicle,
Cyclone Winston Recovery

India

Mangamanuthu Building Upgrades

Pakistan

Project Safe Haven

Samoa

St Joseph’s Classroom Upgrades, St Joseph’s Science
Lab

Thailand

Marist Centre Upgrades, Young Adults Program

in Vietnam, Cambodia, Timor-Leste, Thailand and many more.
Go to our www.maristvolunteersaustralia.com.au website to
find out more.
Contact us to find out more about our volunteer program
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Volunteers share stories about Christmas in Cambodia
Mount Maria College Petrie canteen convenor extraordinaire
Peita McClenaghan and her 17-year-old son Declan visited
the Marist Solidarity team on Thursday, March 31 for a special
morning tea to chat about their six-week volunteer experience
at the Sala LaValla community over the Christmas and newyear period.
Peita and Declan—a student at The Gap State High School—
said they were grateful for the very warm welcome of the local
community and they both agreed that they received so much
more from their personal experiences at LaValla than what
they were able to give.

Join us for our ‘Eyes on India’ event
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Peita and Declan’s generosity, and presence in the Lavalla
community, was gratefully acknowledged by Brother Mark
Fordyce, on behalf of Marist Solidarity.
If you would like to find out more about becoming a Marist
volunteer please phone Brother Mark on (07) 3354 0600 or
email mark.fordyce@marists.org.au.
Alternatively, visit our Marist Volunteers Australia website to
learn more about the positive difference you can make in a
developing community, which needs our support.
Click here to visit www.maristvolunteersaustralia.com.au
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Acclaimed photographer and visual storyteller Conor
Ashleigh, has recently returned from India, where he has
been on assignment for Marist Solidarity, capturing images of
our project partners in India and the communities they serve.

his recent assignment and celebrate the beauty of Indian
culture, by providing a unique glimpse into the lives of those
we work with and support in India.

Conor’s work has been published in The New York Times,
International Herald Tribune, Le Monde, Al Jazeera, The
Guardian, Sydney Morning Herald, The Australian and more.

‘Eyes on India’ will be held from 5.30-7.00 pm at the Marist
Centre Melbourne on Sunday, 5 June and at the Brother
Cyprian Pavilion at Marist College Ashgrove in Brisbane on
Thursday, 9 June.

It is our great pleasure to share with you the outstanding
body of work Conor has produced.

Please save these dates in your calendar and join us for an
evening of visual discovery, drinks and finger food.

This year, at our winter events, we will showcase a
photographic exhibition titled ‘Eyes on India’.

For further information, or to make sure you receive your
personal invitation, please email msol@marists.org.au or
phone Helen Quirk on (07) 3354 0600.

It will feature some of Conor’s most poignant images from

Support us as we work in partnership for change
AUSTRALIAN MARIST SOLIDARITY

The DFAT approved Marist international development
agency and full member of ACFID. AMS is a signatory
to the ACFID Code of Conduct. Donations over $2 are tax
deductible.

Marist Solidarity
BRISBANE
POSTAL ADDRESS
Marist Solidarity
PO Box 273
Ashgrove West QLD 4060

OFFICE PHONE
(+617) 3354 0600
EMAIL
msol@marists.org.au

www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au

Marist Solidarity Volunteer Coordinator Brother Mark Fordyce (left) with
Declan and Peita McClenaghan, and Marist Solidarity Projects Coordinator
Ashley Bulgarelli (right) at the Marist Centre Brisbane on March 31.

MARIST ASIA-PACIFIC SOLIDARITY
The Marist agency supporting education, faith
formation, Marist Ministry and welfare projects across
Asia and the Pacific.
MARIST VOLUNTEERS AUSTRALIA
The Marist volunteering arm in Australia offering
volunteering opportunities across Asia and the Pacific.

A young school student walks around Mangamanuthu village in the early
morning. Just one of the many vibrant and eye-catching images captured
by Conor Ashleigh.

CONNECT WITH US TODAY!
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msol@marists.org.au
/maristsolidarity
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