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Dear Colleagues,

After a tumultuous week in Australian politics, we have a new Prime Minister, and a new Cabinet.  
Whatever our political beliefs and preferences, it would seem most Australians are pretty fed up with party 
machinations that led to the removal of a Prime Minister elected by the people. Many political commentators 
have suggested the succession of different Prime Ministers over the last decade reflects poorly on the way 
Australian politicians engage in responsible, democratic government. 

Interestingly in the midst of the avalanche of media associated with the change in leadership, I received an 
email from a Marist Brother working overseas in a developing country. His sentiments stood in stark contrast 
with much of the conversation in which many Australians have engaged over the past week.  Clearly excusing 
himself from any opinion on the developments, my friend observed how fortunate we are in Australia for 
such momentous change to be effected without loss of life, bullets fired, opponents incarcerated, civil unrest 
quelled, and with relationships seemingly largely intact. We have much for which to be grateful.

The appointment of the Member for Wannon in country Victoria as the new Education Minister is noteworthy. 
Mr Dan Tehan has served the nation well as Minister for Social Services, Minister for Veteran Affairs, Minister 
for Defence Personnel, Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for Cyber Security and Minister Assisting the 
Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC. He was elected to Federal Parliament in 2010. Mr Tehan recently 
gave a speech at the Saint Thomas More Forum in Canberra, titled The Freedom of Religion in Australia today. 
Reflecting through a lens on the life of the great Saint and martyr, Mr Tehan advocated the introduction of 
a new Religious Discrimination Act for Australia. (The speech can be found HERE). Strengthening rights to 
religious freedom is of enormous importance for our Catholic schools in fulfilling their primary purpose of 
evangelisation, making Jesus known and loved.

The challenges facing the new Prime Minister and Cabinet are significant. Let our school communities 
keep Prime Minister Morrison, and all Federal Ministers in our prayers as they get on with the important 
work of leading and governing Australia. May their decisions and actions be characterised most strongly by 
generosity, compassion, and justice. 

Yours sincerely

Dr Frank Malloy
NATIONAL DIRECTOR

https://stthomasmore.org.au/408-lessons-from-st-thomas-more-and-the-freedom-of-religion-in-australia-today/file


NOTICES AND NEWS 

CO M I N G  U P. . .
26-29 Aug
30-31 Aug
5 Sept
9-12 Sept
14-16 Sept
21-23 Sept
23-26 Sept

Footsteps1 - Mittagong
Marist Assistant Principals Conference
Marist Oratory Competition
Footsteps2 - Mittagong
Remar Red Leadership Camp VIC
Remar Red Leadership Camp NSW
Marist Australian Provincial Chapter

2-4 Oct
13 Oct
12-14 Oct
19-21 Oct
21-24 Oct
28-30 Oct
28-31 Oct

Marist Association National Assembly
MSA Mass and Dinner - Brisbane
Remar Red Leadership Camp VIC
Remar Red Leadership Camp QLD
Marist Solidarity Retreat 
MYM Student Leaders Gathering - Mittagong
Footsteps1 - Mittagong

LAVALLA & 
CHAMPAGNAT 

JOURNAL

Please use Lavalla to share some news from your school 
with the rest of Marist Schools Australia, and/or consider 
submitting an article for the Champagnat Journal.

The cut-off date for contributions to the third edition of 
Lavalla and  Champagnat Journal for 2018 is 
Friday, 21 September. 

All submissions should be sent to Br Tony Paterson 
(tony.paterson@marists.org.au).

Students’ emotional plea for drought support 
raises $100,000 in one week

More than $100,000 in drought relief has been raised recently by 
the parents and students of St Joseph’s College, Hunters Hill in 
Sydney, after two boys from the bush brought their audience to 
tears in an emotional pleas for assistance.

Year 12 St Joseph’s College student Ben Sevil, headmaster Dr Chris 
Hayes, Wayne Thomson from Rural Aid Australia, fellow student 
Angus Carrigan. It was the two boys from the bush who told the tale 
of drought affected outback New South Wales to the city supporters 
of drought relief who did so much in such a short amount of time.

Read more here.

Newman College Remar Blue Solidarity Camp 
(Wednesday 22 – Tuesday 28 August)

The Newman College Remar Blue Caravel are currently undertaking the annual Solidarity Camp in the rural town of Mullewa in Western 
Australia. In what has been a long-standing partnership and friendship between the Our Lady of Mt Carmel Parish and Primary school 
in Mullewa and Newman College, each year successive Blue Caravels from Newman College have assisted with supporting:
·         the Mullewa annual Agricultural and Wild Flower Shows
·         the Shire Council with the conservation of the Pioneer Cemetery
·         liturgical singing and buddy activities with OLMC Primary school students
·         the annual disco for OLMC students
The annual Remar Solidarity Camp is an integral component of bringing the College’s Ministry Plan to life through authentic experiences 
of Solidarity, lived in a grounded way by our students and their teachers.

Daniel Lynch
Deputy Principal | Mission and Catholic Identity
Newman College

mailto:tony.paterson%40marists.org.au?subject=
mailto:https://www.moreechampion.com.au/story/5581588/raining-donations-for-drought/?subject=
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CATHOLIC EDUCATION WELCOMES NEW EDUCATION MINISTER DAN TEHAN 

 

The Acting Executive Director of the National Catholic Education Commission, Ray Collins, today 
congratulated Dan Tehan on his appointment as Federal Minister for Education. 

“We look forward to working with Mr Tehan to resolve the many outstanding funding issues affecting 
our sector,” Mr Collins said. 

“We trust he will be an inclusive and consultative Minister who recognises and respects the critical role 
played by the non-government schools sector, which educates one in three Australian children. 

“The Catholic schools sector is the biggest provider of non-government schooling in Australia, educating 
one in five of the nation’s students. 

“Catholic school parents will hope that Mr Tehan will immediately address the funding problems 
created by the Turnbull Government more than 12 months ago.  

“Mr Tehan needs to ensure that key aspects of the government’s school funding model are fixed so that 
Australian families are able to choose affordable local non-government schools, including faith-based 
schools,” he said. 

Mr Collins said he was reassured by Prime Minister Scott Morrison’s comments today that resolution of 
the long-standing school funding issues was an immediate priority for his government. 

“We also acknowledge Simon Birmingham for his recent efforts to engage with our sector on a new 
funding model,” Mr Collins said. 

“We thank him for time as Education Minister and wish him well in his new Trade, Tourism and 
Investment portfolio.”  
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Mission and life formation

An Audacious Hope program draws 
upon the wisdom and experience 
of the school staff as they consider 
how, in our contemporary society, 
we are models and instruments of 
hope in the lives of our students. 
Reflecting upon scripture, the words 
of Pope Francis and the writings 
of several theologians, we as 
Christians, find our case for hope in 
the resurrection of Jesus.

AN AUDACIOUS 
HOPE GRIFFITH

PILGRIMaGE 2018

FOOTSTEPS 1, 5-8 AUGUST 2018
During the days spent together at Footsteps 1 in Mittagong, participants from Marist schools around 
Australia, spent time in prayer and discovery aimed at inspiring them to a deeper relationship with Christ. 
They explored aspects of Marist spirituality including the spiritual landscape of revolutionary France as 
well as that of their contemporary Marist communities. 

CONTEMPLATIVE 
RETREAT 2018
The Marist Contemplative Retreat 
encouraged a deepening of 
contemplative prayer based in the 
Christian and Marist traditions while 
also welcoming and being supportive 
of other meditation and prayer 
methodologies.

The retreat offered a path for spiritual 
growth and transformation rooted in 
prayer, silence and mindful work in 
the Marial contemplative heritage.

Back left: Tonetta Iannelli (Assistant Principal), Domenica Polimeni, Belinda Aventi, Tara Suidgeest, Laura 
Vardanega, Alan Le Brocque (Principal), Michelle Quade, Paul Harris, Tony Abou-Nasr, Gabriel Abdala



Solidarity Matters 3rd Quarter Edition 

Australian Marist Solidarity quarterly newsletter will be released August 31st. 

Dear friends and colleagues,

Australian Marist Solidarity will soon be releasing our 3rd quarter edition of Solidarity Matters for 2018. 

In this edition we discuss our recent Mid-Year Gatherings in Adelaide and Melbourne, which focused 
on the work of KATILOSA – a local NGO providing disability support services in the Baucau District of 
Timor-Leste. We will also introduce our readers to Maria who is a 14-year-old student and KATILOSA 
benefactor. 

AMS are also expanding our partnerships with the wider Marist family and will bring to you a story on 
Balay Banaag, a Marist Sisters project in the Philippines. 

Lastly, we will announce the dates, times and locations of our end of year gatherings in Brisbane and 
Melbourne. These events are always well supported by the Marist community and we look forward to 
hosting many of our supporters and partners again in 2018. 

Solidary Matters is a digital newsletter, so to ensure you receive a copy please complete our ‘contact us’ 
form located on our website or by following this link: https://bit.ly/2Prh94M 

Media: Tony Skinner, AMS Communications Coordinator
W: www.australianmaristsolidarity.org.au 
E: Tony.Skinner@marists.org.au
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FOOTSTEPS 1, 5-8 AUGUST 2018
During the days spent together at Footsteps 1 in Mittagong, participants from Marist schools around 
Australia, spent time in prayer and discovery aimed at inspiring them to a deeper relationship with Christ. 
They explored aspects of Marist spirituality including the spiritual landscape of revolutionary France as 
well as that of their contemporary Marist communities. 

CONTEMPLATIVE 
RETREAT 2018
The Marist Contemplative Retreat 
encouraged a deepening of 
contemplative prayer based in the 
Christian and Marist traditions while 
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REMAR GOLD RETREAT 2018

After seven months in the role of National Remar Coordinator I have come to realise how grateful I am to be part of the Marist 
family. 

During this Year of Youth and with the Synod on Youth coming up in October, there are many papers, articles and other forms of 
media addressing the challenges the young people of Australia are facing today.

Reflecting on these challenges I was reminded of the Marist theme of this year: a Hope and a Future. This triggered a revelation 
that I indeed have been experiencing this hope while I journeyed with young people facing their challenges. I realised that the 
characteristics like, presence, accompaniment, simplicity and solidarity, which are common to us Marists, are the signs of hope in 
the face of these challenges.

A few weeks ago, we celebrated our annual Gold Retreat. One hundred Year 12 students from all over Australia came together to 
share for the very last time, their journey of faith. When asked about their thoughts, these are some of their reflections.

“I developed a sense of understanding on how as young Marists we can really spread God’s love in the future paths we wish to 
pursue. It encouraged me, as a Marist, to uphold the Marist values as I prepare to head out into the bigger world”.

“The Retreat has given me a better understanding of vocation as a whole, as well as a more innate sense of how to live as a Marist, 
taking the values we were taught into the big wide world with us”. 

“A better connectivity with people, knowing I am not alone”. 

“I take away a desire to stay connected with the Marists and a better idea about what my vocation means for me”.

“Be the best person I can, focus on the present, because ‘we are not the future, we are the now’, while doing the little things to 
live as Christ’s disciples”.

Besides the Year 12 students there were about sixteen Young Marist Volunteers helping to make the Retreat a huge success. These 
agents of change came from Queensland, Western Australia, South Australia and Victoria. The fact that the volunteers travelled 
from all over Australia to be part of this Retreat indicates that the Young Marists are strong and courageous enough to step up and 
be good Christians and good citizens. 

So whether you have been with the Marists for seven months, or seventy years, in the midst of the challenges we all face, there is 
hope. Sometimes it is just about seeing the little lights around us. 

Thanks for having me on your journey! 

Edwin Bakker (@thejourney_ator)
National Remar Coordinator

The schools that attended Gold Retreat 2018: Lavalla Catholic 
College, Assumption College, Notre Dame, Marcellin College, 
Marist Sion, Sacred Heart (SA), Trinity College Beenleigh, 
Marymede Catholic College (Non-MSA: Penola Catholic College, 
Broadmeadows and St Francis Xavier College, Beaconsfield)

Next Issue:  11 September 2018


