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Opening Prayer
Approval of Minutes of Annual Meeting held on January 29, 2012
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Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his disciples that they might be one,
as you and he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound together in love and obedience to you,
may be united in one body by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom you have sent,
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen
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2012 Statistics
Services:
Holy Eucharist:
Sundays
Weekdays
Average Sunday Attendance
Private Eucharists
Marriages
Burials
Other

170
106
64
156
76
0
10
66

Membership:
Baptized
Confirmed/Received
Baptisms Recorded
Communicants Transferred In
Communicants Restored from Inactive Status
Communicants Transferred Out
Deaths
Communicants Moved to Inactive Status

8
9
11
6
3
10
5
6

Communicants in Good Standing

267

Additional active members whose confirmation, baptism, or transfer were not recorded
Total Active Members (representing 202 households)

88

355

Minutes of 2012 Annual Parish Meeting – Held January 29, 2012
The Annual Meeting of Good Shepherd Episcopal Church was called to order at 9:25 am by the Rev. John Rice. The Rev.
Deacon Turner Guidry led everyone in prayer. The attendance was approximately 55.
MINUTES of the annual meeting held on January 23, 2011 were approved as written.
NEW VESTRY MEMBERS were announced. Kurt Hoffman, Jane Oliver, and David Smucker were elected to three year
terms. They were commissioned to serve for the coming year by Fr. John along with the returning vestry members.
SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT – Harry Baughn began his report by noting that three years on the vestry is similar to owning
a boat with the happiest days being the first and the last. He noted that his term as senior warden had been brief and
praised Sam Oliver’s leadership.
He asked that everyone read the annual report. Projects that he highlighted were the fountain at the entrance, the
mural in the nursery, the sound system and projector in the parish hall.
He noted that average attendance is up 8% for 2011 despite deaths and those who have moved away. He reminded
everyone that they are part of the welcoming and newcomers effort and noted that the involvement of everyone in
those activities will be more important than ever in the coming year.
INCOMING SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT – Linda Wingo discussed where things will go moving forward. The Rev. Canon
Jim Pritchett was at Good Shepherd in December. He is Canon to the Ordinary (Bishop Taylor’s assistant) and the
diocesan deployment officer. Canon Pritchett discussed the discernment process for finding a new rector.
The vestry is actively looking for a consultant to work with the Discernment Committee and has already met with one
candidate. Supply priests have been secured for the first few weeks after Fr. John’s retirement. The vestry hopes to
have an interim priest by Palm Sunday and there are a couple of candidates that are being considered.
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The Discernment Committee will consist of 7‐11 people working autonomously. The expected time before a permanent
rector is in place is 12‐14 months. She referred everyone to the diocesan manuals related to the discernment process
which have been posted on the church web site.
Regular business will continue with the vestry having a retreat February 17 & 18. There will be a Lenten series as in
previous years. She noted “change is inevitable, growth is optional” as everyone works together through this process.
JUNIOR WARDEN – Joe Rybicki said that it had been a pleasure and privilege to serve. Dave Smucker is the incoming
junior warden. He referred everyone to his report and he expressed appreciation for the wooden directional signs in the
church, the work of the sexton, the work of the gardening team and maintenance of the memorial garden.
He reminded everyone of the facility use policy developed by the vestry and asked that ministries refer to it when
planning events. He noted that everyone needs to be involved in the continued stewardship of the facility – turn out
lights you don’t need and make sure that the trash gets in the cans. He also reminded everyone that the fountain is not
for children to play in.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Elizabeth Rybicki referred everyone to her report. She noted that 2011 ended with a deficit in
the general fund. The people of the parish were very generous in 2011 helping to fund two missions to India, the youth
mission to Jamaica, the renovations in the youth center, making memorial donations, as well as supporting Arts and
Spirituality, Country Fare, the food pantry and the Legacy (capital) campaign. The year ended with $116,209 on hand.
The total mortgage is less than was anticipated. Amounts were received in addition to those pledged and some paid
their pledges early. Some parishioners generously made a short‐term loan of $150,000 so that the mortgage could be as
small as possible. That loan will be repaid from remaining pledges. The end date for the Legacy campaign is January 31,
2012. Elizabeth asked those who need more time to complete their pledge to let her know their plans so that the vestry
can plan. She also noted that any who have completed their pledge and can continue to contribute, it is welcome and
will help to reduce the mortgage.
She announced that Pat Fox is the new assistant treasurer.
FINANCE COMMITTEE – Jim Reynolds reported that 2011 was not a great year financially. There was a lot of money
going to a lot of different things and the economy continued to be weak. Pledge fulfillment was off 8% and loose plate
collections were down. This means that 2011 ended with a $15,000 deficit. The budget for 2012 has been reduced.
He noted that the $150,000 loan is interest free and will have to be paid off by the end of 2012.
There was a question about Healing Winds funds. Those are funds used for the Healing Winds conference. The funds
came from Centurion House.
Jim noted that for the Farewell Dinner for Fr. John tickets are being distributed.
RECTOR’S REPORT – Fr. John began his report with a spirit of thanksgiving for the gift of leadership at Good Shepherd.
He thanked Harry and Joe for stepping into new roles on the vestry at midyear; Dave Smucker for his work with the
construction projects; Betsi Wilson for her work on the church sign, nursery mural and website; Jane Oliver for her work
on the Celebration of Arts and Spirituality; Ivey Wingo for the hours he spent on the sound system in the worship space;
Tom Griffiths for his work with Joyful Noise, Jim Reynolds for being a “skilled and attentive steward” of finances; and
Jake and Signe Ehrhart for the work with the gardens.
He then expressed his appreciation to the staff including Turner Guidry, deacon; Mary Golnitz, Director of Christian
Education; office staff, Sue Le Kites and Lynne Joynes; music staff, Bev Larson, Jerry Taylor and Carol Smucker; Elizabeth
Rybicki in her roles as volunteer treasurer and paid bookkeeper; Jerome Laux, sexton; and Barb Lanwermeyer, Youth
ministry.
Gifts were presented to retiring vestry members Harry Baughn and Kay Covode.
Toni Moral is retiring from her role as nursery coordinator and Helen NaiSmith is retiring from her role doing PR for
church events. Sue Le Kites will be retiring from her job at the church on March 15.
DEACON’S REPORT – Turner Guidry reported that the youth group, LifeSavers, is alive, well and thriving. There were 21
on the mission trip to Jamaica and the average attendance at their meetings is 15.
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On Thursdays 23 young men as well as their fathers and mentors meet for breakfast. They are currently meeting at the
Deli at 7:00 am and Turner invited men of the church to join them.
BUILDING EXPANSION – Dave Smucker said that if he was to thank everyone he’d be there all day. He then gave an
update on the work on the lower level. He noted that the youth center is as large as the old parish hall and costs less to
heat and cool than the current parish hall.
Dave is moving in the direction of organizing a sexton’s guild.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 am.

Interim Rector’s Report
I began my ministry among you as Interim Rector on Palm Sunday, April 1st, 2012. I was, and continue to be, grateful for
those who helped me move and get a bit settled amid the activity of Holy Week. It was my first glimpse of the
generosity and support I have experienced here at Good Shepherd. The Easter season was filled with activities,
including a potluck to celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Easter), the diocesan Ministry & Mission
Conference, a Cursillo weekend, photos for the Pictorial Directory and a reception for Bev Larson to cap our celebration
of Pentecost.
As we entered the season after Pentecost, we commissioned the Discernment Committee and recognized our graduates.
We had a planning meeting with the Vestry and all heads of groups and ministries to set calendar dates for the coming
12 months. As part of Adult Spiritual Formation, we explored the structure and workings of the Episcopal Church from
parish to diocese to national levels. We followed the activities and media discussions around General Convention. The
youth group went on a mission trip, and we celebrated the Eucharist at Lakeside with Joyful Noise and with brothers and
sisters from Messiah, Murphy. We entered into Holy Conversation with one another to speak about what is important
to us at Good Shepherd.
As fall arrived we pitched in for school bags and Country Fare. We filled out surveys and turned our attention to
stewardship. We gave thanks for all of Creation, and blessed our companion animals and pets as we remembered St.
Francis. We were represented at Diocesan Convention and considered some of the ways the institutional Church is
changing in the twenty first century.
Throughout the year we have rejoiced and given thanks for new members of God’s family welcomed through the
sacrament of Baptism: Avery Furlong, Bronte Bigham, Samuel Moral, Jacob Wallace, Knowlton Lee, Jacob Paul Smith,
Emma Parsons, Jack Bethel. We also give thanks for those confirmed and received: Donna Blekfeld‐Sztraky, Tracy
Breazeale, AJ Bruce, Jennifer Golenski, Marilyn Pierce, Elaine and Godfrey Delcuze, Joan and Pat Mahon.
We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died in 2012: Jim Haynes, Bob Gaunt, Mark Corey, Paul Herbert,
Josephine Wrisley, Dee Stocksdale, Bill Lupole, Lucille Wilson; and in the early days of this year, Don Chesebro. We miss
their presence among us, even as we celebrate their new life in God’s eternal kingdom. In addition, many of our
members have lost close family members in this past year: fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, sons, and others.
Let us pray. Father of all, we pray to you for those we love, but see no longer: Grant them your peace; let light perpetual
shine upon them; and, in your loving wisdom and almighty power, work in them the good purpose of your perfect will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
This recitation is only a small fraction of what has been happening at Good Shepherd. In a time of transition and change,
one of the constants has been the ongoing activity of over fifty groups and ministries that seek to celebrate and serve
the mission and ministry of Christ in and through this parish. The reports of their leadership are in your hands. The level
of involvement and commitment in this parish is exceptional. Prayer, learning, fellowship, service, outreach, caring for
one another, and the worship which nourishes and sustains those activities are the hallmarks of a parish family that is
truly living out both their individual and corporate calls to follow Christ.
It has been my privilege and pleasure to work with Senior Warden Linda Wingo, Junior Warden Dave Smucker, and all
the members of this year’s Vestry. They have served you with skill and dedication. I am also profoundly grateful to
work with wonderful and talented staff members: Keith Christensen, Music Director; Jerry Taylor, organist and Carol
Smucker, choir accompanist; Elizabeth Rybicki, Treasurer; Marilyn Pierce, Pastoral Care and Ministries Coordinator; and
especially Lynne Joynes, Parish Administrator. In addition, Turner Guidry, Deacon “Bullseye”, has supported and
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enriched my ministry here while serving the Lord in so many ways in this church and the community. I give thanks for
his ministry and gifts.
The journey through the time of transition continues. God calls you into an exciting future. Know that you are God’s
beloved, and that He will pour out His grace upon you. You truly are empowered by the Holy Spirit to joyfully reveal
God’s love and Christ’s healing light to all.
In Christ’s Peace,
The Rev. Linda Pineo, Interim Rector

Senior Warden’s Report
2012 was an exciting time in the life of the Church of the Good Shepherd. The new Vestry was commissioned in January
and held their Annual Vestry Retreat at the Hinton Center. The Reverend Delmer Chilton attended part of the Retreat
and helped facilitate some of the discussions.
We joyfully celebrated the completion of the Nursery, complemented by a mural of Noah’s Arc by our own talented
Betsi Wilson. Several baby lambs were in attendance, to our delight!
In February, we said good‐bye to our beloved Rector of eight years, Father John Rice, with many celebrations and almost
as many tears. We continue to wish Father John the best as he continues his work in the Healing Ministry and as a
Director of the North American Order of Saint Luke.
In February the Vestry got to work with the first task charged to us during the transition period, that of interviewing and
hiring an Interim Rector. We interviewed several candidates, but the Holy Spirit overwhelmingly convicted us
unanimously that the Reverend Linda Baker Pineo should lead this Parish through the next phases of our transition. With
the generous help of Canon James Pritchett we negotiated through the first step in the complicated process of
transition. We continued to have Eucharistic services with substitute priests until Mother Linda’s arrival on Palm Sunday.
A Lenten Soup and Study series was held under the capable direction of Rachel Baughn.
The Vestry’s next important duty was to select a Consultant to guide the Discernment Committee in the implementation
of the various procedures required to select a new Rector. We were thrilled to select the Reverent Timothy McRee, from
Saint Andrew’s, Canton, NC to help us in this process.
The Vestry was then tasked with the formation of the Discernment Committee and to appoint a Chair, Spiritual Director,
and Vestry Liaison to the Discernment Committee. Again, the Holy Spirit guided us as we selected these important
members. The Discernment Committee was selected by the Vestry with the input of the Chair, Dave Larson. These
additional 8 congregants were selected for their talents, abilities and wisdom, and were officially commissioned on
Sunday, June 3rd. The formal charge from the Vestry was given at the first Discernment Committee meeting on July 5th
by the Senior Warden.
We had several transitions in Staff in 2012. In March, Sue Le Kites retired as the Pastoral Care Coordinator. We were
blessed to have Marilyn Pierce join the staff as the new Pastoral Care Coordinator. After 14 years of dedicated service
to Good Shepherd, our beloved Bev Larson retired at the end of May as Music Director. Keith Christensen was hired and
began working in July as the new Music Director. We are thankful for the gifts and service of these talented members.
In addition, Mary Golnitz resigned as Christian Education Director in July to concentrate on other ministries.
Work began in 2012 on restructuring the Undercroft as a Youth Center. Unofficially dubbed “The Crypt”, this work was
spearheaded by Dave Smucker, our tireless Junior Warden and a cast of many. The Crypt boasts a new kitchen, small
private meeting rooms and is appointed with gifts from many parishioners. Sweat equity from many in the Church
helped keep building expenses to a minimum. This period also saw the completion of the Redbud room and lower
elevator lobby, where many meetings are currently held in an effort to be responsible stewards and keep costs low by
utilizing smaller spaces.
In August, we sadly said goodbye to Mike and Bess Lee, and baby Knowlton, as they moved to South Carolina. We are
very thankful for Mike’s service on the Vestry and with the Youth group, and for Bess’s work as Coordinator for
Children’s Church. Georgia Bethel agreed to fill the rest of Mike’s term on the Vestry, and we are grateful for her
presence on the Vestry.
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The 2012 Country Fare was once again a success, and the volunteer hours were kept to a minimum by shortening the
collection process. Many in the community were able to purchase bargains, and again all proceeds were distributed to
local charities through the Outreach Committee.
The Green Team has helped the Parish become more eco‐friendly by installing energy‐saving fixtures throughout the
Church. We continue to plan implementation of future systems with cost and energy stewardship in mind.
The Senior Warden has been honored to serve this Parish during this critical transition period and thanks each and every
member of this Church for your love and support. The Vestry and Discernment Committee will need your continued
prayers in 2013 as they seek the will of the Holy Spirit in guiding Good Shepherd through our journeys both as
individuals and as a parish in this upcoming year.
God bless you.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Wingo
Senior Warden

Junior Warden’s Report
Annual Report – Jr. Warden and Construction – 2012
2012 was the first full year for us to use our new facilities and to complete the remodeling of the old Undercroft for a
youth center. We started work on “The Crypt” in the fall of 2011 with the tear out of the old.

Some of our TEAR OUT crew
Following this work we found that it was not cost effective to move and / or replace the existing heating and air‐
conditioning for both the undercroft and the Nave with similar technology. Instead we replaced these 21 year old units
with new technology energy efficient units.
In the new Parish Hall, overhead speakers and a ceiling mounted Video were installed. We also added a 2 unit
coffeemaker in time for the Pancake Supper. Thank you to all who helped in these efforts.
In February we added the Grand Piano, a gift from Jane Oliver, in the chapel area off of our Nave.
In March we had a general workday at the church with a great deal of outside work by the Garden and Grounds
Committee with lots of cleaning and chair repair indoors.
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In April we completed framing work in both the old and new undercrofts while our electrical contractor Mike Whitehead
finished all of the rough‐in of new wiring and corrected some major problems with wiring dating back to the 1980’s.
Following building inspection in June our drywall contractor installed and finished The Crypt walls.
Then the Jr. Warden received the great gift of a professional painter to give his time for painting in both the new
undercroft and the Youth Center areas. A very special thank you to Fred Neumann for all of that painting and to Jerome
Laux for finish trim work in the new undercroft and help throughout this project. Ron Cantrell Construction handled the
floor and ceiling work and provided this work by his subcontractors at cost. With the installation of kitchen cabinets,
cook top and built‐in ovens, this area became ready to use again this fall.

While the focus of this space has been for the youth, it will be available on a scheduled basis for all ministries to use for
meetings and functions. In size the main area is 1/3 of the parish hall and it costs about 20 percent of the Parish Hall to
heat and cool. It will work well for small meetings and groups up to about 40.
Thanks to all who have worked on this yearlong effort. Thanks to Gil Nicolson, Fred King, Bill Clark, Jerome Laux, Kurt
Hoffman Betsi Wilson and all I have left out on the design and construction work. Thanks to all who have made gifts in
kind and money for this effort and to the Parish as a whole for their continued prayers and support.
During 2012 the Parish has turned in a good effort to control our utilities and we have made major improvements over
2011. This must remain an ongoing effort for everyone. Please close doors and turn off lights when not in used.
As a final note, our friend, “Iron Mike” is not at all happy about the great job folks are doing on taking leftovers home
and not leaving food out in the kitchen and throughout the church. He says he is starving and the Jr. Warden wants to
keep it that way.
Dave Smucker

Sad but I really am starving.

Deacon’s Annual Report
2012 has been a fruitful year in the ministry of the diaconate at Good Shepherd. Though, my wife, Georgia and I retired
from direct involvement with the LifeSaver’s Youth Group this year, Georgia has continued to serve as the vestry liaison
to the Youth Group. As your deacon I have continued to serve in the worship on Sundays with Mother Linda.
Additionally I have been involved weekly with the ministries to approximately 25 boys and young men through the
Order of Saint George’s Thursday morning breakfasts and a weekly evening study group. These ministries are carried out
through the assistance of a faithful and talented group of men from our parish, primarily, John Breazeale, David
Smucker, Nick George and Fred Neumann for our breakfasts. We are often joined by Darry Wood, Keith Christensen,
Frank Bradley, and David Gribble.
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We believe that we are helping these young men gain a knowledge and love of Christ as well as valuing the importance
of Christian character as a standard that they bear into the world.
I am humbly grateful to be able to serve our parish in these ways together with the other men who take part in these
ministries
Deacon Turner “Bullseye” Guidry
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Other financial Information
The Legacy/Capital Campaign formally ended on January 31, 2012. At the end of 2012 there is only $19,898 of $985,071
that remains outstanding. Any amounts that parishioners are able to contribute to the Legacy Fund or the Capital
Account will be applied to the outstanding mortgage balances to help us pay off the mortgage loan early.
The Short‐Term Building Loans of $150,000 that were to be repaid by 12/31/12 were in fact paid off at the end of
September, three months ahead of schedule.
Mortgages on Our Church
Short‐Term Building Loans 0.0% interest

$

0

Diocese Loan 0.0% interest due 05/2015

$ 25,000

Mountain of Faith Loan 0.0% interest due 05/2021

$ 25,000

United Community Bank Loan 5.5% interest
$285,858
Now in regular loan status with monthly payments of $2029.43

Finance Committee
The Good Shepherd Finance Committee consists of Pat Fox, David Gribble, Lou Lanwermeyer, Pat Mahon, Helen
Mulcahy, Jane Oliver, Jim Reynolds (Chairperson), Elizabeth Rybicki (Good Shepherd’s Treasurer), Doug Stuart, and Linda
Wingo. Rev. Linda and Linda Wingo, Senior Warden, attend all meetings.
The Finance Committee presented the 2012 budget of $313,418 to the Vestry and it was approved on January 12, 2012.
2012 started with the General Fund being $16,521 in the arrears. During the course of 2012, the congregation
responded very favorably to the needs of an increased budget and we were able to end the year only $1,951 in the
arrears.
On December 19, 2012, the Vestry approved the 2013 budget of $364,136. This budget reflects two one‐time costs of
funding for the finding and relocating of a new rector ($16,000) and for an updated internet system—computers,
wireless, etc. ($4,140). There is also a need to re‐establish the Maintenance Reserve Fund to cover costs of repairs to
the old parts of the church ($12,000). The Finance Committee will monitor the budget and make recommendations to
the Vestry throughout the year with the goal that the General Fund will end 2013 in the black.
The Finance Committee will continue to monitor the repayment of the loan for the building construction ($285,858). In
line with that, we requested that, if possible, parishioners designate additional contributions over and about that given
to the operating fund to a Debt Reduction Fund. Once again the love for Good Shepherd was shown with over $40,000
being pledged to debt reduction.
The Finance Committee will continue emphasizing to the congregation that any donation given to the church for
whatever purpose must be an addition to their normal support to maintaining the operation of Good Shepherd.
Jim Reynolds, Chair, Finance Committee
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2013 Annual Budget
Rector Salary & SECA
Rector Housing/Utilities
Administrative Assist. Salary
Accountant Salary
Ministry Coordinator Salary
Director Christian Education
Music Director
Organist
Choir Accompanist
Kitchen Upkeep
Supply Priest
Rector Sabbatical Reserve
TOTAL SALARIES

$56,700
$10,800
$34,485
$9,183
$12,391
$2,500
$9,000
$8,298
$2,801
$1,061
$2,500
$1,442
$151,161

Rector Phone
Payroll Taxes
Health Insurance
Rector Pension
New Rector Transition
Funded reserve for new rector health insurance
Staff Pensions
Workers Compensation
TOTAL BENEFITS

$360
$6,976
$9,968
$13,770
$16,100
$2,500
$1,724
$1,094
$52,492

Rector Car Allowance
Rector Continuing Ed.
Deacon Continuing Ed
Director Christian Ed Continuing Ed
TOTAL PROFESSIONAL EXPENSES
TOTAL PERSONNEL COSTS

$5,400
$1,000
$250
$0
$6,650
$210,303

Capital Account
Maintenance Reserve Fund
CAPITAL FUNDS

$24,360
$12,000
$36,360

Outreach Committee
Mission Outreach
Seminarian Funding
Rector's Discretionary Fund
Deacon's Discretionary Fund
Diocesan Giving
Lake Logan
TOTAL OUTREACH COMMITMENTS

$18,000
$397
$1,000
$4,500
$2,100
$25,600
0
$51,597
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Utilities
Water
Insurance
Maintenance
Cleaning Contract
Building and Grounds
Memorial Gardens
TOTAL FACILITY OVERHEAD

$12,000
$950
$5,800
$5,000
$8,600
$3,070
$0
$35,420

Office supplies/software
Copier Lease
Postage
Telephone
Miscellaneous
Finance & Stewardship
Computers and Servers
TOTAL OFFICE/ADMINISTRATION

$3,000
$5,000
$2,000
$2,640
$1,500
$800
$4,140
$19,080

Altar Guild
Liturgical Materials
Parish Life
Adult Education
Music
Supply Musicians
Flower Guild
Newcomers/ Welcoming
Pastoral Care
Healing Ministry
Coffee Hour
Stephen Ministry
Vestry
Convention Expenses
Ministry & Mission
Library
Cursillo
Communications
TOTAL CONGREGATIONAL MINISTRIES

$79
$2,000
$2,100
$370
$0
$300
$0
$145
$860
$600
$1,040
$2,107
$500
$550
$100
$450
$175
$0
$11,376

TOTAL 2013 BUDGET
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$367,136

We are truly blessed with our Interim Priest, Rev. Linda,
who is so gracious in helping us continue to serve our
congregation with the necessary items for the Eucharist.

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild is made up of lay people who feel called
to God’s service through a mostly unseen and very
reverent service. It is the duty of those on the Altar
Guild to serve the priest and assist her by preparing the
sanctuary with all of the elements necessary for the
worship service, most specifically for preparing the
Lord’s Table for the sacrament of Holy Eucharist.

My duties as Altar Guild director continue to feed me
spiritually and I consider it a privilege to be able to serve
the Lord Through this ministry. By God’s grace and
through His direction I will continue in His service.
In Christ’s Service,
Pat Jordan
Altar Guild Director

This past year has been a blessing to me through
faithful service of all those who make up the Altar Guild.
We are truly blessed with several teams of very capable
and dependable people. Several new people have
joined our teams and some have retired we are very
excited to have them with us and thank and wish the
others well. Team One consists of: Pat Hicks, Sue
LeKites and Carol Dehler; Team Two consists of Georgia
Bethel, Carolyn Cline Griffiths and Karen Neumann;
Team Three: Pat Halloran, and Mary Stewart King;
Team Four: Sylvia Hartwell, Kathryn Hoyt and Mary
Strange and Ruthanne Chesebro. We have six people
willing to serve on our 8 a.m. team: Pat Jordan, Virginia
Hunter, Susan Kelley and Michelle Lawrence, Susan
Hoffman and Barb Redmond. Becky Van Gorder, and
Pat Hicks continue their service for the healing service
each and every Thursday. We are still doing the Tuesday
Evening “Soaking Prayer” with the Healing Team. After
a short retirement and a life threatening illness Pat
Drew has now returned to her ministry of caring for our
linens. Pat no longer drives so we thank Nick George
and all others for taking the soiled linens to her and
returning them fresh and clean each week. We
welcome her back with open arms. Her work is
impeccable.

Alternative Christmas Shopping
Alternative Christmas 2012 was a huge success.
Approximately $2900.00 was received by 15 different
organizations. There were no classes held during that
time which enabled most of the congregation from both
services to attend. Comments were very positive from
our Outreach Partners and they would like to all be
included again next year. Thank you for all of your
wonderful support.
Pat and Paul Jordan, Co Chairs

Bereavement Hospitality
We are a loosely organized group who coordinate the
reception following church funeral/memorial services.
As of 2009 we were officially included in the church
ministry handbook.
This ministry provides a gathering place for the family
and friends, coordinating foods provided by the church
members and cleaning up afterward.
The following people have been so generous with their
time and talents:
Ruthanne Chesebro, Pat Hicks, Marjorie Hobkirk,
Kathryn Hoyt, Fred King, Sandy Lupole, Karen
Neumann, Fred Neumann, Mary Strange, Patti
Underwood, Chuck Underwood, Becky Van Gorder,
Chuck Van Gorder, and Kathy Wright.

Anne Wolf has continued to bless us with her hand
woven Baptism Towels which are given to our newest
members upon their Baptism. We thank Lois Ann
Wentzel who has continued to bless us with her
expertise in making and repairing linens and other
necessary needs.

We welcome all who would like to help in this very
satisfying ministry.

Thank you to Mary Stewart King for baking the beautiful
and delicious Altar Bread for us this year.

Mary Stewart King, Chair
Becky Van Gorder, Co‐Chair

Thank you to Ed and Susan Kelley for the wine they so
generously donate each week for Communion. It is very
much appreciated.

Chancel Choir
Our mission statement is to prayerfully worship the
triune God through music, to lead the congregation in
worshipful song, and to enhance an atmosphere of
praise and thanksgiving. Since starting as the “new”
Choir Director/Director of Music in July of this year; the
choir, small ensembles and soloists have provided
music for 24+ Sundays, multiple selections for Lessons

We are in the process of getting some much needed
heat and air brought into our little room many thanks to
David Smucker.

‐ 19 ‐

and Carols, and scheduling has been a challenge to
arrange for Joyful Noise. Soloists/Ensembles included:
Rachel Baughn, Kelliann Kaphers, Laurel Adams, Hannah
Whitehead, Suzy Christensen and Paul Smith. Thanks
are extended to Anne Hourdequin for her continued
willingness to substitute as organist and pianist as
needed. Trish Reynolds continues play flute to
accompany Jerry Taylor with the Lord’s Prayer on
Sundays even after having major surgery. Thanks also
to Pat List and Liz McLamb for providing guitar
accompaniment this year. Since Linda Pineo’s arrival as
Priest, the choir has experimented with different ways
to present the psalms. Feedback has been mostly
positive and we will continue to explore more ways to
make the psalms a memorable part of the worship
experience. We had a Lakeside Service at the Clay
County Recreation Park on August 5th and the “Joyful
Noise Choir” provided the service music. Our annual
choir retreat was held on Saturday, August 11, from
10:00 am‐2:00 pm in the Parish Hall. Carol Smucker
accompanied us and Dave Smucker provided the fixings
for sandwiches. Our Christmas party this year was
hosted by me and Suzy in the Parish Hall on 12‐15. We
had an additional practice on 12‐22 to fine tune the
Christmas eve and Lessons and Carols music. We are
planning on doing a Palm Sunday concert next year,
performing the Cantata “Once Upon a Tree. Practice
time for Chancel Choir remains on Thursdays from
7:00‐8:30 pm. We work hard, laugh a lot and love and
support each other. The “Welcome” sign is always out.

year, she strategically coordinated article opportunities
with the calendar of events developed by the church
ministries and staff, and is always proactive in finding
additional stories that get our name and activities in the
news.
Website ‐ Many, many thanks to Rachel Baughn who
completely renovated Good Shepherd’s site last year
and has continued to improve the site in 2012. It’s a
welcoming site, with the sound of the Good Shepherd
fountain inviting the visitor to ‘come in’ and explore.
The Parish Profile developed by Rachel and the rest of
the Discernment Committee was incorporated into the
website last month and is a beautiful and informational
piece that tells readers who we are as a church, how we
got to where we are (literally and spiritually) and goals
for the future. Take a look at
goodshepherdhayesville.org to see how our webpage
may be used as a great information resource and is a
place that welcomes visitors to our church. Social
networking tools are being considered for future means
of communication.
Pictorial Directory – A HUGE thank you to Susan
Hoffman for agreeing to head up the effort to get our
beautiful pictorial directory published this year. By
working with Lifetouch, a church directory publishing
company, the directory costs were minimal for Good
Shepherd, and they are a wonderful tool for both
current and new parishioners. Thank you, too, to all the
volunteers and participants who worked for weeks to
make this directory happen. Because Lifetouch offers
on‐going programs, hopefully, with another team effort,
we will be pulling together an update to the current
directory in the next year or so.

Keith Christensen
Director of Music

Children’s Church
Each Sunday one of our six volunteers spend time with
2‐10 children using the new program the church has
purchased for us: Feasting on the Word. We all are
enjoying the program which follows the church
lectionary. The Children's Sermon (always based on the
lectionary) is reinforced and considered in the parish
hall with activities of many different kinds that reinforce
the lesson/learning.

Signage – We are currently working on producing a
larger and enhanced Good Shepherd Episcopal Church
street sign. Plans are to place it further west along the
bank in front of the church to make it easier for those
coming from the west to see where to turn.
Betsi Wilson

Country Fare
We have started a new era. Thanks to the Country Fare
Committee we have had a very successful 2012 Country
Fare and accomplished it in two weeks versus the 3
months of collecting, sorting and hauling the many
items we have had in the past. We met in June and with
the addition of the new parish hall we decided to try to
do the flea market, BBQ and Bakery only at one time
with collections for two weeks and the fare for two
days. This was most successful and about $11,500.00
was realized. We will be having an addition to this on

Communications
The Communications Ministry’s responsibilities include
publicity, website, pictorial directory and signage for the
parish.
Publicity ‐ Thanks be to God for the energy and
enthusiasm Karen Sirmans brings to keeping the
community apprised of what’s going on at Good
Shepherd through articles in the Clay County Progress
and other area newspapers. At the beginning of the
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mashed potatoes, rolls, dessert and drinks. Susan
Hoffman, Faye Hobbs, Pam Roman served dinner in the
DeSoto Square recreation hall. Christmas Carols could
be heard coming from Good Shepherd Choral group as
meals were delivered to the people who could not get
out to the Rec Hall. Each resident took home a special
gift.

May 3, 2013 with a Silent Auction and a “Parade of
Tables”, dinner. Start saving your better items for this
very interesting event. More details will be forthcoming.
Thanks you to all you donated, sorted priced and sold
and worked so hard to make this such a huge success.
Pat and Paul Jordan

Cursillo/Ultreya

Pam Roman
Susan Hoffman

The WNC Cursillo ministry continues to thrive in the
Good Shepherd parish.

Discernment Committee

We have sent pilgrims to every 3‐day weekend for as
long as records provide. We have a number of Reunion
Groups who continue to meet weekly.

The discernment committee consisting of eleven
members was commissioned at the regular Sunday
service in June and held its inaugural meeting on July 5,
2012. At that meeting the Vestry charged the
committee with the responsibility to conduct a search
process to recommend the next Rector for our church.

The Fall 2012 weekend was postponed until Spring of
2013. We have applicants for that Cursillo, and hope to
have many church members participate as both pilgrims
and team members in both the Spring 3day weekend,
as well as the Fall 2013 weekend, where congregant
Linda Wingo will serve as lay Rectora. She was also
nominated and elected as the Western Deanery
representative on the WNC Cursillo Secretariat for the
next term.

We have followed the process recommended by the
Diocese which has included a very well attended “Holy
Conversation” on August 15, an all parish survey which
was distributed on August 26 with over a 50% response
rate, the results of which were reviewed at various
church services and posted on the bulletin board in
September.

The Cursiilo/Ulreya Ministry prays all who have interest
or a calling to this ministry please contact the chair to
keep this life‐changing ministry as a spiritual renewal
and awakening to the gracious love of our savior Jesus
Christ.

Most recently we have completed a Parish Profile,
which is posted on the Church website and our bulletin
board. This material along with a document known as
an OTM (Office of Transition Management) is now
posted on a national database as our public search
requires. Because of the business of the Advent and
Christmas season in the Church we will be accepting
names until February 15, 2013.

Your participation in quarterly parish Ultreyas as well as
Diocesan‐wide Ulreyas is encouraged.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Wingo
Chair, Cursiilo/Ultreya Ministry

Thus far we have received inquiries from six candidates
and our committee has expended $2,755 fulfilling our
responsibilities. We will be designing the screening
process at our first January meeting and formulating the
final plans for completing our mission.

Daughters of the King
Our prayer order continues to pray and offer assistance
to our Interim Rector. Carol Dehler was admitted to the
Order this year. We continue to meet one time a
month for corporate prayer.

We ask your continued prayers for our Lord to bring us
the next Rector.

DeSoto Square

Respectfully submitted,
Dave Larson, Chairman

The Clay Cherokee Christian Housing, Inc., DBA DeSoto
Square ended 2012 with a very good note. The Good
Shepherd Episcopal Church sponsored a Soup and Bread
Dinner in April with Quarts of homemade soup and
bread delivered to all residents along with good wishes
and cheer. Amy and Gil Nicholson, Pam and Don Roman
and Susan and Kurt Hoffman delivered soup to each
resident’s door. Residents were entertained with the
dancing skills of the John C Campbell Dancers.
December Christmas Party was given for the residents
with a home cooked meal of ham, Turkey, green beans,

Flower Guild
The Flower Guild prepares the flowers for the altar as
well as the parish hall for memorial receptions and
special events. Altar flowers grace the sanctuary during
the week and are also taken to parishioners by Lay
Eucharistic Visitors when sharing communion.
A flower calendar is posted on the bulletin board by the
kitchen for anyone who wishes to provide altar flowers
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for a specific Sunday during the year. The florist
charges $35 for each arrangement. However, any
amount given will be appreciated and it is certainly not
necessary to pay the full amount for an arrangement.
There is room for two memorials each Sunday and
single roses can be placed on the altar as memorials for
births and deaths. Simply sign up – record your
information for the bulletin – place your check in the
offering plate (marked ‘flowers’), and the flower guild
will do the rest.

Green Team
The Green Team continues to celebrate ways we can be
good stewards of creation. We are increasingly aware
that any small efforts we make will bring better life to
all of God's children. The most exciting thing this year is
the ecumenical gathering of the Interfaith Power and
Light group. We completed a Human Hurt and Hope
Grant to reduce utility bills at the Friendship House
homeless shelter. Our efforts have cut their utility bills
in half! We also sponsored a diocesan global grant
which built a fence and restored a garden in a very poor
area of Brazil. On the practical side at church we passed
along information to help us all reduce our carbon
footprints, weatherstripped doors, increased recycling,
decreased use of disposables and monitored wattage
on appliances. Our prayer is that we can all find ways to
make our faith community more committed to caring
for creation.

In November a brunch is held to bring all members
together to review the past year and set up the
schedule for the upcoming year. We also welcome new
people that would like to join our group. Faithful
members now are Rachael Baughn, Catherine Clark,
Clarice Edmondson, Joy Fox, Carolyn Cline‐Griffiths, Suzi
Herbert, Beth Hitchcock, Mary Stewart King, Liz
McLamb, Jane Stuart, and Betty Weiland. Our church is
blessed to have such devoted and talented people
willing to share their gifts and talents.

House Raising Volunteers of Cherokee and Clay
Counties
House Raising Volunteers completed a home for the
Belcher family in Clay County and an addition to the
home of the Spurling family in Cherokee County. The
organization also helped with repairs in the Texana
Community after the March tornado.

Our biggest endeavors, as a total group, are massive
floral decorations for Easter and Christmas. Also at
Thanksgiving a harvest arrangement is placed before
the Altar.
Through floral donations, the cutting garden has been
expanded and flowering shrubs added.

Several parishioners participated in various phases of
the process. Gilbert Nicolson was the construction
leader, with help along the way from Bob Billetdeaux,
Kurt Hoffman, David Hourdequin, Ed Kelly, Fred and
Mary Stewart King, Pat List, Amy Nicolson and Michael
Wright.

Joy Fox‐‐Chairperson

Grazers
The Grazers is a social ministry of Good Shepherd
Church. It consists of seven to eight groups of 6‐8
persons (couples and singles) meeting monthly for
friendship and good times. It helps both new and old
members of Good Shepherd to meet each other and
create new bonds within the church. Each group meets
for three to four months, rotating the homes where
they meet, and enjoy camaraderie and good cooking.
After three to four months, the groups dissolve and new
groups are formed but the friendships last forever.

Our efforts resulted in better living conditions for over a
dozen people.
Fred King

Joyful Noise
2012 was our sixth year of praising and glorifying
God by singing and playing contemporary Christian
music. Unfortunately, due to changes at the
church and scheduling conflicts, we were only able to

In 2012, the Grazers had as its goal to involve more
newcomers to the church. To that end, it has been
successful. While the total number of participants went
down from 110 to 102 over the year, we had 14 new
participants to join Grazers to add to the diversity of the
groups. The goal for 2013 is to continue this
momentum of involving everyone. If you are interested
in joining this fun group, just contact Jim and Trish
Reynolds.

lead 3 services this year but I am confident that our
schedule will pick up in 2013 as we call a new rector and
as we re‐focus and see what God has in mind for us.
Our Father in Heaven recruited a couple of new talents
for us in 2012 and we look forward to rejoicing with
them in January of 2013. Please listen to your heart and
consider if you feel God calling you to this ministry. We
normally practice on one or two Saturday mornings
preceding each contemporary service and are very

Trish and Jim Reynolds
Co‐chairs.
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Good Shepherd continues a cooperative youth group
(Life Savers) with Oak Forest Methodist Church,
meeting weekly from 3:30 – 5:30 Sunday afternoons.
The meetings include prayer, fun, food, and Bible Study.
This year, the youth enjoyed a mission retreat at Lake
Junaluska, a concert, an original Christmas play, several
service projects, and lots of fun and fellowship. With
our beautiful new space on the lower level completed,
we are able to host meetings on alternating months.
The group consists of 12‐15 young people, 3‐4 adult
volunteers from each church, and very supportive
parents.

patient with each other. Everyone is welcome. We are
always looking for suggestions for new songs.
I would like to thank each person who has contributed
his or her special gifts to this ministry. I would also like
to thank the congregation for supporting us joyfully.
…and thanks be to our God!
Respectfully & joyfully submitted by Tom Griffiths

Lay Eucharistic Visitors
Lay Eucharistic Visitors are licensed by the diocese to
bring communion, on Sunday afternoons, to the
residences of those unable to attend church services. In
addition to sharing these holy gifts, they provide an
extension of warmth and concern from Good Shepherd.
The Rev. Linda Baker Pineo, our Interim Rector, updated
the booklet to be used by the LEVs, and a list of those
for whom we pray in the Prayers of the People is added
to each communion kit. In that way, the recipient of
home communion can feel more closely involved with
Good Shepherd and what is currently going on at the
church. LEVs often bring bulletins and other
information as well for the same purpose.

Meals for Friends
WARM HEARTS DELIVERING HOT MEALS
TO THOSE IN NEED
The Senior Center of Clay County prepares 85 meals a
day, 5 days a week, and on Tuesdays the good people
of Good Shepherd Episcopal Church deliver 40 midday
meals on three routes in Clay County. Meals are
individually packaged and stored in heated bags.
Detailed directions to each home are easy to follow and
the grateful recipients are the blessings of the day. For
some this meal is the only hot meal of the day. Please
remember this is a five day a week program so if you
are unable to participate on Tuesdays but have time
other days contact Marie at the Senior Center at 828‐
389‐9550 to volunteer.

We currently have 11 licensed Lay Eucharistic Visitors.
During this past year the LEV’s made 44 visits to 13
families. At the current time we have only a few
recipients wanting home communion on a regular basis,
and some of those individuals who received communion
at home in 2011 have died. Hence the smaller number
of individuals in 2012 versus 2011.

It is a blessing to get to know the people on our routes.
Not only the recipient but the wonderful Care Givers
who are so loyal.

Respectfully submitted, Marilyn Pierce

Thank you to all those who volunteered this year!
Without you the program would not be as successful as
it is. If you would like more information or to volunteer,
please contact Sharon and Charlie O'Dell or Karen and
Alan Sirmans. We will be glad to drive you and show
you each route.

Lectors/Prayers
We have had wonderful support from a total of 36
readers who so diligently read the lessons or prayers
each week. Thank you for all of your willingness to
continue to perform this valuable ministry.
Paul Jordan, Chair

Thank you,
Sharon O'Dell

Library
•
•
•
•

Presently in the process of cataloging.
Ordered approximately 200 books this year.
Still on the honor system.
No other changes.

Memorial Garden
The Memorial Garden remains a work in progress for us
and we invite any parishioners who would like to join
our ministry to help us provide maintenance and
general clean‐up activities throughout the year. A few
clean‐up activities are: pulling weeds, blowing leaves,
trimming shrubbery, planting a favorite flower, or
spending a few quiet moments is encouraged and
welcomed to do so. The Memorial Garden is a lovely
place to visit and meditate on the lives of our loved
ones. If you are interested in joining or supporting the

Life Savers Youth Group
This summer, after many years of holy work with youth,
Turner Guidry, beloved deacon, and his wife Georgia
Bethel, retired from co‐leadership of the Life Savers
ministry. Thanks to God and to Turner and Georgia for
the blessings of their youth group leadership.
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Memorial Gardens Ministry place call Paul Jordan (828‐
389‐8981).

In other news ‐ The Nursery has added a pack and play,
a bulletin board and is now fully outfitted. We can now
welcome all newcomers who need nursery services–
come and visit, and consider joining our roster of
volunteers! See Barb Lanwermeyer if you are
interested.

Paul Jordan, Ministry Chair

Men’s Association
Our group meets the first Saturday of each month now
at the newly reopened Hayesville Diner at 8:30 am. In
fellowship we open with prayer that we might continue
to serve as the compassionate hands and feet of our
Lord and Savior in this physical world. The year was
spent quietly taking care of our church family behind
the scenes with our usual handyman work and a few
house moves along with helping set up furnishings for
our parish hall events. We are all getting a little older
but try to do all we can for those members of our parish
who need a little home repair work or reasonably
strong backs to move stuff or carry off things. We ask
those in need of help call the church office and Marilyn
will coordinate our efforts.

Office Volunteers
A dedicated group of volunteers answers phones as well
as helping with stapling, folding and stamping of
booklets and mailings and many other tasks that help to
make things run smoothly in the office. We are so
appreciative of their help.
Lynne Joynes

Order of St. Luke the Physician,
River of Healing Chapter
The River of Healing chapter and our healing ministry
here at Good Shepherd experienced God’s power to
heal and grace to forgive in countless ways this past
year. Miracles of healing in mind, body and spirit at our
Tuesday soaking prayer service and Thursday Healing
service continue to fill everyone involved with awe and
rejoicing. The chapter conducts a large healing
conference annually called Healing Winds. This year
was our first time in the beautiful conference facilities
at Lake Junaluska and the power of the Holy Spirit
washed over 174 participants in a powerful teaching
and healing experience led by the Rev Josh Acton. Look
for information on next year’s conference which will be
held in late September and come experience God’s
healing and forgiveness in a profound and moving way.
Our Healing ministry continues to be blessed by the
Holy Spirit and the power of healing prayer. In the
coming year we hope you will let us pray for each of you
after communion at regular Sunday services as well as
at our Tuesday soaking prayer and Thursday healing
services.

Mountain of Faith Fund
This fund was established so that parishioners could
support the work of the church over generations to
come.
Donations made to it may honor a particular person, a
specific church ministry, or be a general thank offering.
Use of the funds may be specified by the donor or,
more typically, are used to support the capital needs of
the church.
Our emphasis this past year has been to publicize the
purpose of the fund through a revised, parish‐wide
pamphlet, and with regular inserts in the Newsletters.
Our goal is to educate and attract potential donors.
The Fund balance stands at $86,423, including a
$25,000 loan to the Church to support its recent capital
campaign. The Trustees of the Fund would be happy to
answer any questions you might have, and please
consider adding Good Shepherd to your estate or other
capital giving plans.
Lou Lanwermeyer
Pat Fox

Outreach Committee
The Outreach Committee received and disbursed
$30,300.00 total this year. $21,000.00 from the Vestry
and $9300.00 from Country Fare proceeds. Many
Thanks for all of your generous contributions of money,
time and talent.

Doug Stuart
Deanna DuBose

Nursery
Graced by Noah’s Ark, the Nursery has seen lots of
activity this year about which we are both blessed and
very excited. We served 27 individual little ones, and
our average nursery population was 2 per Sunday and
9.3 per month. A group of 13 dedicated volunteers
offered care to these youngest among us during the
10:45 Sunday service, the Holy Conversation and the
Children’s 5:00 Christmas service.

Organization
Clay Country Food Pantry
Towns County Food Pantry
Hurlburt‐Johnson Friendship House
St. Vincent De Paul
Clay County Hands of Hope/CIS
Towns County Family Connection
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Allocation Total
$6,200.00
$4,050.00
$5,100.00
$1,907.25
$2,800.00
$2,100.00

REACH Clay County
SAFE Towns/Union Counties
TC Anti Drug Coalition
DeSoto Square
Samaritan's Promise
Hinton Center
HAVEN
Mtn Home Nursing
Durgapur
CC Hearts for Kids
TOTAL

$2,000.00
$1,600.00
$300.00
$292.75
$500.00
$100.00
$500.00
$250.00
$2,000.00
$600.00
$30,300.00

Prayer Chain
The Prayer Chain currently has 56 members, which is
more than our current email provider can comfortably
handle. We expect to have a greater capacity soon,
with faster internet service. Most prayer chain requests
come through the office via email, with some phone
requests. Emails are then sent to the Prayer Chain
members, with the caveat that they must remain
anonymous. Those referring individuals to the Prayer
Chain are expected to obtain the permission of the
person referred. We receive an average of from three
to ten prayer requests and updates each week. The
individuals referred will also appear in that week’s
Prayers of the People by either first name or first name
and last initial.

Paul Jordan, Chair

Parish Life
Easter Brunch was provided by Parish Life who
decorated and set up the Parish Hall after the 10:45am
service. In May and August of 2012 Lakeside Services
were conducted with Parish Life set up and providing
the Bar B Q meat, baked beans, chicken and drinks
while everyone brought different dishes to add to it. An
evening of listening to the sounds of ABBA at the
Performing Arts Center in Franklin was a Parish Life
outing. Everyone went to the Boiler Room for dinner
together and then walked across the street for a
wonderful evening of music. Parish Life is striving to
establish evenings and outings for the sheer pleasure of
getting together and enjoying each other’s company at
different community events.

The prayer chain team is a highly dedicated group of
individuals, who take their ministry seriously. Please
feel free to call or email me to request prayers or to
become a member of this team.
Respectfully submitted, Marilyn Pierce

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The prayer shawl ministry has continued for another
year at Good Shepherd. We continue to make shawls
for those in need of lifting up in prayer and also
shawls/afghans for the baby and youngster baptism
gifts. We meet on the 4th Monday in the Dogwood
Room from 10 to 12. We welcome new members and
have had several join us this year. Instruction and help
with knitting problems is available at all our meetings.
Our supply closet has overflown into 2 small chests
beside the closet, so all in our guild please take home
supplies to knit.

Pastoral Care
The Pastoral Care Ministry is composed of volunteers
who help parishioners when needs arise during times of
illness, hospitalization, grief or other problems. During
the past year I have called upon and scheduled
volunteers to drive a parishioner to her medical
appointments. A friend of the parishioner provided me
with a list of individuals to be contacted and, following
the email request, there was such an overwhelming
response that the two‐month schedule was completely
filled within days. Many requests of this nature are
arranged privately between parishioners, but there are
times when it is comforting for a parishioner to know
that he or she can call the office to ask for help.

May all your threads be blessed,
Elizabeth Rybicki
Prayer Shawl Coordinator

School Supplies for Kids
Each year Good Shepherd Episcopal Church has a
“School Bag Brunch”, consisting of pancakes, sausage
and drink for the price of taking and filling a brown
paper bag with a list of much needed supplies for
students in Clay and Towns County Schools.
Approximately 89 bags were filled and returned. Clay
County Communities in Schools and Towns County
Family Connections Directors picked up the bags at the
church and delivered them to their respective schools.
The two organizations received at total of $142.25 from
donations collected. Pat and Paul Jordan and the
Outreach Committee thank all of you who so generously
donated these items so that each and every student had

We had three ongoing Care Teams composed of 11
parishioners in recent years, and they regularly assisted
another parishioner by helping him/her with
transportation, shopping, and other activities of daily
living. This past year, one of those parishioners died,
another moved out‐of‐state and the third moved into
an assisted living facility, so we currently have no Care
Teams.
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October. We currently have three Stephen Leaders;
(Barbara Brewton, Toni Moral and Tom Griffiths) and 7
active Stephen Ministers; (Henry Brock (parishioner of
Mountain of Faith Lutheran Church), Suzi Herbert,
Sandy Snow (formerly Lupole), Marilyn Pierce, Judy
Steinbauer, Mary Strange and Kathy Wright) and two
inactive Stephen Ministers, (Candy List and Harry
Baughn). Care receivers are currently assigned to five of
our Stephen Ministers. If you would like more
information about Stephen Ministry, how to have one
assigned to you, or how you might become involved,
please contact one of our Stephen Leaders.

the supplies available to make this school year a most
enjoyable and successful experience.
Pat and Paul Jordan, Co‐Chairs

Sexton
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Replaced numerous light bulbs throughout
church
Replaced light bulbs in bell tower and on
outside lamps
Helped build walls separating Redbud room
from lower elevator lobby
Installed window and door trim in Redbud room
and lower elevator lobby
Serviced HVAC systems
Programmed HVAC systems
Made and hung Shaker pegboard for
handicapped restroom
Installed ceiling fans in church office and in
priest’s office
Cleaned and serviced ice maker for semiannual
cleaning
Purchased supplies for church as needed
Inspected pews, adjusted kneelers as necessary
Inspected roofs over sanctuary, office, kitchen
after windstorms earlier in the year

Thank you for your overwhelming support of this
ministry.

Stewardship
The Good Shepherd Episcopal Church’s “Stewardship
Committee” began work in July and continued various
stewardship activities throughout the fall and into late
December. The Stewardship Committee members are
Kurt Hoffman, Chair, Suzy Christensen, David Gribble
and Fred King. The Stewardship Committee worked
closely with Lynne Jones to rework last year’s
Stewardship pledge packages to produce this year’s
materials. The Stewardship Committee included a new
pledge option (loan reduction) in this year’s pledge
package. The Stewardship Committee posted several
stewardship notices in the bulletin, numerous
stewardship articles in the newsletter and Rev. Linda
preached several sermons on the stewardship theme
during the month of October. I want to thank all those
parishioners who contributed their time and talent to
this important ministry. I encourage and invite any
parishioner to join our Stewardship Ministry. Please call
Kurt Hoffman (828‐389‐0981),if you are interested.

Other requests and tasks as requested.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
This year’s Pancake Supper was most successful.
$1010.06 was realized and given to the youth and 100
Strong at the school. Our young people were most
gracious is serving and helping with all of the details.
Thanks especially to all of our regulars who cooked,
served set‐up and cleaned up. We will be relinquishing
our duties to the Order of St. George, David Smucker
and Turner Guidry for the future. Thank you so much
for all of the help and support you have all shown us in
the past. We thank everyone for all of the help and wish
the new team great success in the future.

Results of the Stewardship campaign are:
•

Pledge cards returned: 103

•

Amount pledged: $ 279,399

•

To general fund: 82.7%

Stephen Ministry

•

To loan mortgage reduction: 14.4%

The Stephen Ministry provides one‐on‐one caring
relationships by trained lay parishioners with other
parishioners who are going through a physical or
emotional crisis. Stephen Ministers care, listen, and
share God’s love with their care receivers. In 2012, one
of our Stephen Leaders resigned so that she could fully
participate in her retirement and desire to travel, so we
recruited and sent one person to Leader’s training in
Orlando. Sue Lekites resigned in February 2012 and
Tom Griffiths was commissioned as a Stephen Leader in

•

Other: 2.9%

Pat and Paul Jordan

Kurt J. Hoffman, Chair

Ushers and Oblation Bearers
At present count there are thirty‐six volunteers on the
year‐ending 2012 Ushers Roster. Five of these attend
the 8:00 am service and rotate to insure full coverage.
For the 10:45 service there are thirty‐ four on the
roster. Several are also either in the choir or on other
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rosters for greeters, chalicists or nursery duty and need
to be scheduled to avoid conflicts. There is no active
roster for oblation bearers as they are chosen by the
ushers on duty. Instructions for both the ushers and
oblation bearers are located in the Narthex.
Joe Rybicki and I make an effort to be present every
Sunday to ensure that the ushers are aware of their
duties. We now have written procedures for the ushers
to follow for each special service through out the year.
Additionally ushers are present at the communion rail
to render assistance as needed.
Respectfully,
John Covode & Joe Rybicki

Welcoming/Greeters and Newcomers
The growth of our church is dependent to a great extent
on encouraging people to visit our church and on
making all visitors feel welcome. This is a responsibility
of every member of Good Shepherd. When you see a
stranger, introduce yourself. If you see someone
struggling with the liturgy, help them out. Treat visitors
and newcomers to our church the way you would treat
visitors to your home.
During 2012 visitors were greeted as they entered our
church by a pair of greeters. As they left the church they
were given a visitor bag which contained brochures
about the Episcopal Church and Good Shepherd plus a
loaf of bread. 31 visitor bags were handed out during
the year. Several frequent visitors were interviewed and
22 became members.
We would like to thank all of our greeters, Tom Griffiths
who coordinates the greeters and bakes the bread for
the visitor bags, and Carolyn Cline‐Griffiths who
prepares the greeting cards that go into the visitor bags.
Respectfully submitted,
Jane and Doug Stuart
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