
WORSHIP ORDER - St. John’s UCC 

Second Sunday of Easter 

April 7, 2024 

PRELUDE 

“Gwalschmai from Four Carol Preludes”      Richard Purvis 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PASSING THE PEACE 

Pastor:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. 

People:          And also with you.  

Pastor: Let us rise and greet one another with words of peace and remain standing for our song of 

centering. 

We greet one another with signs and words of peace.  

*SONG OF CENTERING 

“This is the Day” 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER: 

 

Liturgist:  Though darkness seems to envelop us. 

People:  Jesus breaks through with a word of peace. 

Liturgist:  Fears are banished! 

People:  Hope is more than restored. 

Liturgist:  Rejoice! The Lord is with us! 

People:  We rejoice in the peace and blessing he brings. 



SONG OF GATHERING 

Yours is the Glory, Resurrected One”      NCH#253 

 

 

 
 

The Liturgist invites the congregation to be seated. 



 

First Reading 

Read by Liturgist   

Acts: 4:32-35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 

common.  With great power the apostles gave their testimony to their resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.  There was not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what 

was sold.  They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  

Choir Anthem 

 
CHILDREN’S BLESSING 
 

 

GOSPEL READING: 

John 20:19-31 

 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 

had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  Then the disciples rejoiced when they 

saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  

When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.  

 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin”, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  So the 

other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails 

in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  Although the doors were 

shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put 

your finger here and see my hands.   Reach out your hand and put it in my side.  Do not doubt but 

believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 

you have seen me?  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.  But 

these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name.  

 

Sermon: “From each according to their ability” 

Rev.  Nathan Dannison  

 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit and sing the next hymn 

 



SONG OF RESPONSE 

“These Things Did Thomas Count”    NCH#254 

  
    

   

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Pastor 

 

Pastor:  …We pray to you, our mother, using the words he gave us, 

Saying together, 

 

People: Our Father, in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our sins, 



 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial, 

 and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

 are yours now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 

 

Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

Easter  Doxology 

 



 
 

 

*CHARGE                 Liturgist 

Liturgist:  Go out into the world 

and trust in the faithfulness of God. 

 Speak truth.  Embody compassion. 

 Live simply.  Love recklessly. 

 Transform the world through the power of hope. 

 

People: We go in peace to love and serve God 

in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 



 

*SONG OF PARTING 

“We Live By Faith and Not By Sight”      NCH#256 

 

 
 

 

*BENEDICTION       Pastor 

 

POSTLUDE: 

“Fanfare”       Richard Proulx 

 

*Indicates that you are invited to rise and body and spirit. 

 


