
 WORSHIP ORDER - St. John’s UCC 

Sixth Sunday in Easter 
May 5, 2024 

 
PRELUDE 
“Lotus Blossom”    Billy Strayhorn/Arranged  by Alec Wyton 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PASSING THE PEACE 

Pastor:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. 

People:          And also with you.  

Pastor: Let us rise and greet one another with words of peace and remain standing for our song of 

centering. 

We greet one another with signs and words of peace.  

*SONG OF CENTERING 

“In the Bulb There is a Flower” vs. 1 



 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER: 

 

L: Sing to the Lord a new song, a song of hope and rejoicing!  

P: Praise God for wonderful acts of mercy and kindness!  
L: God has remembered God’s faithful ones.  



P: God has poured blessing upon blessing upon us!  
L: Praise the Lord, all the earth, shout your praise!  
P: Rejoice, for God is truly with us. AMEN. 

One: Let us pray…. 

Loving, creative God, we praise and bless you for your mighty acts of creation. As we 
gather here this day we hear your message of power and love through the witness of 
Jesus Christ as he prepared his disciples for his departure. He gave to them the words 
of encouragement about living in your love, and through that love being witnesses to the 
whole world of your peace and hope. Be with us this day, Lord. Open our hearts and 
minds to receive your word. AMEN. 

 

SONG OF GATHERING 

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You”      NCH#4 
 



 
 

The Liturgist invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
First Reading 
Read by Liturgist   

1 John 5:1-6 



Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 

loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we 

love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God 

conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that 

conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 

the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

Choir Anthem 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised”         Myron Casner 
 
CHILDREN’S BLESSING - Rev. Nathan Dannison 
 

Gospel Lesson 

John 15:9-17 

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in 

my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 

kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to 

you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one 

has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my 

friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because 

the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 

because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 

You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 

fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 

I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

 

 

Sermon: “No Longer Servants, but Friends” 

Rev. Nathan Dannnison 

 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit and sing the next hymn 
 

*SONG OF RESPONSE 

“Where Charity and Love Prevail”     NCH#396 



   

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Pastor 
 

Pastor:  …We pray to you, our mother, using the words he gave us, 
Saying together, 
 
People: Our Father, in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 are yours now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 



INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 

 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 

 
Easter  Doxology 
 

 
*CHARGE                 Liturgist 

Liturgist:  Go out into the world 
and trust in the faithfulness of God. 

 Speak truth.  Embody compassion. 
 Live simply.  Love recklessly. 



 Transform the world through the power of hope. 
 

People: We go in peace to love and serve God 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

*SONG OF PARTING 
“Called As Partners in Christ’s Service”     NCH#495   

  



 
 
*BENEDICTION       Pastor 
 
POSTLUDE: 
“Prelude in Classic Style”     Gordon Young 
 


