ORDER OF SERVICE
Second Sunday After the Epiphany
January 19, 2025

PRELUDE
“Lied” Gordon Young
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Bill Newsom

PASSING THE PEACE

Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.

We greet one another with signs and words of peace.

SONG OF CENTERING

“Come and Fill Our Hearts”
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CALL TO WORSHIP Liturgist
Liturgist: Come, let us give thanks to God!

ALL: We gather together to praise the One who strengthens the weak, and hears
the prayers of the forgotten.

Liturgist: Come, let us give thanks to Christ!

ALL: We gather together to sing of the One who calls us to serve those who are
hungry and alone at this time of year.

Liturgist: Come, let us give thanks to the Spirit!

ALL: We gather together to exalt the One who provokes us to love not only our
family and friends, but the guest and stranger among us.

Liturgist: Let us pray....

Go our Creator, you lift up those who are beaten down. Jesus, Brother to the poor, you
are in our midst. Spirit of God, you make all our places holy.

Teach us to welcome and love everyone,

In the name of our three-in-one God,

God in community, holy in one.

ALL: Amen.

SONG OF GATHERING
“Come O Fount of Every Blessing” NCH#459
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The Liturgist invites the congregation to be seated.

FIRST READING Liturgist
1 Corinthians 12:1-11



Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, | do not want you to be uninformed.
You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that
could not speak. Therefore, | want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit
of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by
the Holy Spirit.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services,
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one
and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

This is the word of God for the people of God.

CHILDREN'’S BLESSING DISMISSAL

JOINING THIS SUNDAY
Laura Roede (pronounced “Rudy”)

Introduction of New Member Bill Newsom
Commitments to Christ, Community, and Action Bill Newsom
To the congregation:

Pastor: If it is your intention to welcome Laura into church membership, will you please
stand?

Congregation to the New Member:

We, the members of St. John’s United Church of Christ, welcome you with joy
into our communion and fellowship. We pledge to you our support, our help and
our prayers, that you may increase in the knowledge and love of God. We
promise, with God’s help, to walk with you in Christian love, to aid you as we can,
and to bind ourselves together in the common task of building here upon this
earth the realm of God.



CELEBRATION OF NEW MEMBERS BY ACCLAMATION
DISMISSAL OF CHILDREN

Gospel Lesson
John 2:1-11

Bill: On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there,
and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. During the festivities
the wine supply ran out.

Liturgist: Jesus’ mother came to him and said, “They have run out of wine.”

Bill: And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to us? My time has not yet
come.”

Liturgist: But his mother said to the servants, “Whatever he tells you, do it.”

Bill: Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification,
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And
they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the
person in charge of the banquet.” So they took it.

Liturgist: When the person in charge tasted the water that had become wine and did
not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), she
called the bridegroom and said to him,

“‘Everyone serves the good wine first and then the inferior wine after the guests have
become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.”

Bill: Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, revealing his glory, and his
disciples believed in him.

This is the Gospel, the good news of Jesus.

ALL: Thanks be to God.

SERMON



“What Grace Tastes Like” Bill Newsom

SONG OF RESPONSE
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“‘Many Are the Light beams” NCH#163
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Pastor: ..

Our Father, in heaven, hallowed by your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
Give us today our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

on earth as in heaven.

Bill Newsom

.We pray to you, our mother, using the words he gave us, Saying together,

OFFERING
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Pastor
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering.
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR
OFFERTORY
Doxology
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CHARGE Liturgist
Liturgist: Tomorrow is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. In memory of Dr. King and to honor
many others who have committed their lives to the quest for justice,

Let us go now as God’s people and overcome.

Overcome racial hatred with love and understanding.
Overcome sexism with mutual honor and respect.
Overcome meanness with a kind word or good deed.

Overcome war, poverty, hunger, and suffering
Throughout our urban streets and lands abroad,

By sharing the love of Christ Jesus with your neighbor.
Go now and overcome!

People: We will continue to work for justice and peace.

Liturgist: Our song of parting if “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” often called the Black
National Anthem, hymn number 593.

SONG OF PARTING
“Lift Every Voice and Sing” NCH#593
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BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Jupiter” from The Planets “ Gustav Holst



