
ORDER OF SERVICE 

Third Sunday After the Epiphany 

January 26, 2025 

 

PRELUDE 

“Sheet May Safely Graze”    Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   Barb Huitema 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

 

Pastor:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 

People:  And also with you. 

 

We greet one another with signs and words of peace.   

 

SONG OF CENTERING 

 

“Come and Fill Our Hearts” 

 

 
 

 

 



CALL TO WORSHIP    Liturgist 

 

Liturgist:  The Spirit of God has called us to this place and time.    

  

ALL: We gather to hear God’s liberating word of love.  

 

Liturgist: Today, past and future meet in the holiness of now.  

 

ALL:  May the Spirit of God at work in Jesus, also work in us.  

 

Liturgist:  May the vision of flourishing for all be imprinted on our hearts.   

 

ALL:  And may it be enacted in our lives! 

 

Liturgist:  Let us pray… 

 

 

Liturgist:  Gracious God, anoint us anew with your Holy Spirit of Love.  By it, form our 

hearts, minds, and lives into channels of your good news.  Grant us a renewed passion 

for your vision of a world, where none are poor and where every weight is lifted.  

Cultivate your courageous compassion in us to move toward any who have been 

marginalized or run over by the world.  Bless and strengthen us to bless and strengthen 

others.  We pray this in the name of the one whose life fulfilled, Your Holy vision, Jesus 

the Christ.  

Amen.  

 

 

 

SONG OF GATHERING 

“Praise With Joy the World’s Creator”    NCH#273 



 
 

The Liturgist invites the congregation to be seated.  

 

FIRST READING   Liturgist 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were all 



baptized into one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and we were all made to 

drink of one Spirit. 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, 

“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less 

a part of the body.  And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong 

to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.  If the whole body were 

an eye, where would the hearing be?  If the whole body were hearing where would the 

sense of smell be?  But as it is God arranged the members in the body, each one of 

them, as he chose.  If all were a single member, where would the body be?  As it is, 

there are many members, yet one body.  The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no 

need of you,” nor again the head to the fee, “I have no need of you. On the contrary, the 

members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of 

the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less 

respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable 

members do not need this.  But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor 

to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the 

members may have the same care for one another.  If one member suffers, all suffer 

together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.  

 

 

COMMUNION 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

 

Silence is Observed 

 

 

ALL:  Holy Spirit, we confess that at times we do not make space for all that you 

wish to do in our lives and church.  We invite you in this moment of remembrance 

to fill us with all the fullness of Christ so that we might be marked by your 

abundant fruit.  Call us back to Your ways, O God, to seek hope and 

reconciliation, restoration and peace.  In the name of the Risen Christ, we pray. 

Amen.  

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 

One:  In the name of Jesus Christ who brings peace and hope, your sins are forgiven. 

Rejoice! You are loved!  Amen. 



 

BLESSING OF THE ELEMENTS 

 

One:  God be with you! 

 

Many:  And also with you. 

 

One:  Lift up your hearts. 

 

Many:  We lift them up to God! 

 

One:  Let us give thanks to God Most High! 

 

Many:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

One:  Let us pray…. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 

This Sunday, Communion will be served by intinction. Please come forward down the 

center aisle, take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup and receive both as you return to 

your seat.  There are gluten free crackers available on each plate.  

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

“Come, Gather in This Special place”      NCH#335 



 
 

 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING DISMISSAL 

 

 

Gospel Lesson 

Luke 4:14-21 

 

 

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 

him spread through all the surrounding country.   He began to teach in their synagogues 

and was praised by everyone.  

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue 

on the sabbath day, as was his custom.  He stood up to read, and the scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah was given to him.  He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it 

was written: 



“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to 

the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to 

the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.  The eyes of all 

in the synagogue were fixed on him.  Then he began to say to them “Today this 

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

 

SERMON 

“Today”    Barb Huitema 

 

SONG OF RESPONSE 

“We Hail You God’s Anointed”     NCH#104 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Barb Huitema 

 

 

Our Father, in heaven, hallowed by your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.   Give us today our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.  

 

OFFERING 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING     Pastor 

 

 Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

Doxology 

 
 

CHARGE        Liturgist 

 

 



SONG OF PARTING 

“In Christ There Is No East or West”    NCH#395 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

“Minuet Gothique from Suite Gothique”     Leon Boellmann 


