December 2014

Advent Worship
November 30 - Advent 1: Mark 13; ”Christmas Vacation;” Jason Crosby
preaching

Crescent Hill
Baptist Church

Advent Vespers Service 5:30 PM with Cookie Reception to Follow
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A contemplative service with scripture, prayer, readings from this year’s
Advent Devotional Booklet, some Taizé songs, and the Chancel Choir and
soloists. Advent Cookie Reception following in Fellowship Hall. Contributions
of homemade cookies appreciated.
December 7 - Advent 2: Isaiah 40:1-11; “Shepherd”; Jason Crosby preaching

2015 Ministry
Budget
2015 Pledge cards are
available in the Church
Office and Narthex.
Those may be returned
to Bobbe Crouch's mailbox in the office or
mailed to the the church.
Please prayerfully consider what you will invest
for God through Crescent
Hill Baptist Church in
2015.

December 14 - Advent 3: John 1:6-8, 19-28; “Proclamation”; Jason Crosby
preaching
December 21 - Advent 4: Selections from Handel’s Messiah; Vivaldi’s Gloria, Carols by the Chancel Choir
December 24 - Christmas Eve Service 5:30 PM
December 28: No Youth or Children’s Sunday School or childcare, Sunday
School optional for adults; Worship 10:45 AM; Andrea Woolley preaching

Welcome New Members
Steve Wilson (pictured here on a recent trip to Tuscany, Italy) is a Louisville
native who joins CHBC from LaGrange Baptist Church. He attended St. John’s
College in Oxford, England, and graduated with degrees in English and Religion
from Centre College in Danville, Ky. He owns two small businesses: a corporate/public relations firm and, a retail shop in St. Matthews. Steve is the fourth
generation to live on his family’s 125-acre Oldham County horse farm, and enjoys spending
time with his four Pug dogs.
Thein Win Say (not pictured) arrived in the United States two years ago and lives with his parents, a brother, and sister. However,
on December 6th he will marry K'see Ha Moo. He
is employed by the Purnell Company in Simpsonville. In his spare time he enjoys watching and
playing soccer.
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In Memory of Chris Hammon
I never knew that one rose
could make me aware of it’s
scent every time I passed,
or breathed nearby.

Your graciousness and love,
the tender care that came
in so many ways,
from many different directions,

Weeping, I do believe that
Chris is healed, and one day,
maybe, I will be as well.
Your strength will carry me

I did learn that, and
as I passed, my thoughts
would turn to Chris and to
Crescent Hill,
not always in that order.

was overwhelming to us both.
Food, towels, assistance, cards
that came, not just at Christmas,
and much more than I can say.

on those day when my world
unravels like a ball or yarn
that Casey the bad cat
captures in her claws.

You were Jesus to us, but also
the men lowering their friend
into his presence
that Chris might be healed.

Thank you for offered help
and genuine prayer, for help
to come. One day soon, I hope,
I can pitch in and bring you hope,
and help as you have for
Chris and me.

There’s not a way I know
To thank a congregation
For your love and care
These past five years (and many
more).

A good friend wrote,
to say this: there
may not be a cure,
but there is always a healing.

Love, Annie Hammon

Reading Group

Advent Devotional Book

You are in for a fascinating story
about a family in Afghanistan this
month. We’ll be reading and discussing And the Mountains Echoed by Khaled Hosseini. Copies are
available for a discount at Carmichael’s -- just mention our
group. Then join us on Thursday,
December 4 at 7:00 PM in the
parlor for our meeting (note that
the delayed date is because of
Thanksgiving). Hosseini was born
and raised in Afghanistan and is
the author of The Kite Runner. Follow this story as it begins in a
small village and gradually takes in
Paris, San Francisco and the Greek
island of Tinos—a beautifully
written novel.

Our annual Advent Devotional Booklet, Keep Watch, Take
Heart; Salvation Draws Near, will be available beginning
Sunday, November 30, the first day of the Advent season.
It contains writings from members considering moments
in time when they have experienced the nearness of God's
salvation in their life, caught a glimpse of God's gracious
salvation drawing near, sought and received God's
forgiveness in ways that have brought new birth and new
life. Our hope is that your Advent season will be enriched
through the sharing of mutual experiences with God.
Copies will be available in Birchwood lobby, the narthex
and the church office.
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December Birthdays
2
4

5
6
7
8
10
11
12

Beverly Baker
Brooke O’Neil
Betty Burhans
Margaret Graves
Lucy O’Neil (6)
Thoo Lay Paw
Paul Debusman
Jo Carol Walton
Melanie Ratliff
Randy Smith
Ray Stines
Lah Sher Ku
Freeman Micou
Fay Stephens
Tom Badgett
Jane Hardin
Bobbie Lococo

12
16
17
19

20
21

22
24

Ring Ping
Cung Tin Bawi (20)
Melissa Zinninger
Faith Bushnaq
Owen Hackbarth (12)
Jason Crosby
Janet Miller
Paw Eh Ler Thaw (13)
Pawray Moo (16)
Parker Jordan (16)
Janice Blythe
Carol Cook
Shelley Stepp
Day Mu
Joshua Klo
Hay Say (13)
Britney Page

25

26

27

28
29
30

31

Morgan Flecke (15)
John Klo (7)
La Them
Barbara Allen
Betty Bandy
Wendy Doyon
Valorie Horn
Ju Ray May Paw
Steve Clark
Eugina Robertson
May La Paw
Jerry Borgemenke
Cara Bradshaw (7)
Carolyn Seiffertt
Jay Townsend
Lui Mu Po (7)
Kris Brady
Johnnie Sherwood

December Calendar
Sunday
30
ADVENT I
5:30 PM Advent
Vespers & Cookie
Reception

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3
7:15 PM Church
Council

4
5
7:00 PM Reading
Group

6
9:00 AM UCHM
Santa Sprint
11:00 AM Weddin
g/Reception
6:00 PM AgapeHarmony Party

7
8
ADVENT II
12:15 PM Personnel
Team

9

10
MINISTRY FORUM

11
12
7:00 PM Art Spirit
Group

13
Wedding Reception

14
ADVENT III

15
16
11:00 AM Live
Wires - 2nd
Chance Concert

17
18
ALL-CHURCH
CHRISTMAS PARTY

19

20

21
ADVENT IV

22

24
25
5:30 PM Christmas CHRISTMAS
Eve Service
DAY

26
Christmas
Holiday Church
Closed

27

28
4:00 PM Karen
Worship at
Lynnhurst

29
30
12:30 PM Game
Day

31
New Year's Eve Church Closes at
Noon

2

3

23

1
NEW YEAR’S
DAY—CHURCH
CLOSED
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2nd Chance Holiday Concert

Crescent Hill Baptist Church Chapel
Monday, December 15, 11:00 a.m.
2800 Frankfort Avenue

Lunch, catered by Gracious Plenty, 12 :00

Community welcome!
Concert and lunch: $15.00
Call 896-4425 to make reservations
Reservation deadline: December 8
Sponsored by Live Wires, CHBC senior ministry
Pay upon arrival at Fellowship Hall entrance.
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Sharing Our Table (select recipes from Wednesday night Fellowship Dinners)
Gifts of Food. One of the things I enjoy doing for my parents, neighbors, and some of my busy friends who
have small children, is give the gift of a home-cooked meal (sometime before Christmas -during the hustle
and bustle of the season). I often make the pot-pie below and pair it with a pot of jasmine rice. Additionally, I
purchase (because I don’t bake) something special for dessert like a heart-shaped cheesecake. On the day of
delivery, I put them in festive packaging and deliver to my smiling recipients. -Bobbe
Super Simple Chicken Pot Pie—Serves 10
Ingredients
4 Tablespoons Butter
1/2 cup Finely Diced Onion
1/2 cup sliced Carrot (I like different textures)
1/2 cup Finely Diced Celery
½ cup Frozen Peas
3 cups Shredded Cooked Chicken or Turkey (I like to cut up chicken tenders, season them liberally with salt,
pepper, garlic and Italian seasoning and then bake them at 350 F. until cooked through.)
1/4 cup Flour
3 cups Low-sodium Chicken Broth, Plus More If Needed
Splash Of White Wine (optional)
1/4 teaspoon Turmeric
Salt, Pepper, and garlic powder to taste (I use lots of fresh, cracked pepper)
Chopped Fresh Thyme To Taste
1/4 cup Half-and-half Or Cream
1 whole Unbaked Pie Crust (I like to use the Kroger Brand and unroll it myself into my own dish)
2 Tablespoons Water
Preparation Instructions
 -Preheat the oven to 375 F.
 Melt the butter in a large pot over medium-high heat, then add the onion, carrots, and celery. Stir them
around until the onions start to turn translucent, about 3 minutes.
 Stir in the chicken or turkey and the peas and then sprinkle the flour over the top and stir it until it’s all
combined with the turkey and vegetables. Cook for 1 minute, then pour in the chicken broth (and wine if
using) and stir it around and let it cook and thicken.
 Once it starts to thicken add the turmeric, salt, pepper, garlic powder and thyme.
 Add the half-and-half or cream, then stir the mixture and let it bubble up and thicken, about 3 minutes. If
it seems overly thick, splash in a little more broth. Turn off the heat.
 Unroll the prepared pie crust on a floured surface and lay it over the top of a 2 quart baking dish. Press
the dough into the pan and then use a fork to prick holes all over the bottom. (Ensures even cooking.)
 Pour the filling in. (I tap usually pick up the dish and tap it on the surface to release any air bubbles.)
 Top with the second crust. Use a knife to cut little vents here and there in the surface of the dough.
 Place the pie on a rimmed baking sheet and bake for 25 to 30 minutes, until the crust is deep golden
brown and the filling is bubbly. To prevent the crust from getting too brown, cover it lightly with foil for
the first 15 minutes of baking time.
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Youth News—December 2014
Sunday Night Schedule:
December 7 – Youth Room 5:00 – 7:00 – “While We Are Waiting” — 2 Peter 3:1-15a
December 14 – Youth Room 5:00 – 7:00 – “Imperatives Abounding” — 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Drivers Needed:
Additional driving help is needed on Wednesday nights from 7:00-8:15 PM. Please contact Brittani at
295-0274 or brittani@chbcky.org to help with driving for the Spring! Homework Help for Spring Semester will
begin January 7.

Equal Exchange Fundraiser
Equal Exchange fundraiser catalog items have been ordered. You can expect your items by Wednesday,
December 10. There will also be extra items available for purchase on December 10 and 17. You may also
purchase items from our online store through December 31 at http://fundraiser.equalexchange.coop/?
fundraiser=IFC19494W.

Passport 2015

We are in the planning stages for Youth Passport 2015. The theme is “Revolution: Love in Action”. More
information will be available in January.

Spring Mission Trip
Save the date, our KBF Spring Mission Trip will be April 17-18, 2015. Details are still being finalized. Cost
estimate $60. Special permission form required. Sign-up deadline, March 1.

Student Ministry Team:
The Student Ministry Team plans to meet again on Wednesday, January 14 at 7:15 PM in the youth room. If
you would like to be a part of our team, please join us. We are looking to expand our team membership. This
team meets monthly during the school year and coordinates and plans events and ministry related to our
youth in grades 6-12.

Thank you for supporting our youth!
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A View from the Hill—The Rest of the Story
By Jason Crosby
I never imagined that I would find myself in the midst of what I have been in the midst of since Tuesday
morning. Since the Kentucky Baptist Convention voted to dismiss Crescent Hill Baptist, I have been on the
phone or in front of a camera. While those who know me know that I do not mind attention (and that is
probably an understatement), at times I felt uncomfortable with it all. So many others have done so much
more, given their lives in fact, for the full inclusion of LGBT individuals in church and society. I feel like a
laborer who came to the vineyard late in the day and is getting paid for a full day of work.
Nonetheless, I and others at CHBC seized this moment in time to share our story. However, the story that has
been told through the media is only a snippet of the story, and it just doesn't feel right not to share more of
the story in this moment when it seems that people are listening.
A Desire to Grow
I have said that homosexuality is not condemned by the Bible. Many applauded that statement. Many
expressed their strong disagreement with it. Many others in the last few days and weeks have asked how it is
that I have reached that conclusion.

The opportunity to engage in these conversations, and they have been plentiful, is one of the primary reasons
I have been willing to speak out. It appears that many people want to grow in their understanding of what
God and the Bible says about this matter. If you are interested in beginning some exploration of your own, let
me direct you to a series of submissions recently posted by David Gushee, a professor at Mercer University
(http://baptistnews.com/opinion/columns/item/28904-starting-a-conversation-the-lgbt-issue-part-1). In this
16 part series Gushee thoughtfully examines the biblical passages most often cited to condemn
homosexuality, and does so in a well-balanced and respectful manner. Plus, at least for the moment, his work
is easily accessible and available for free.
Theology's Real Life Consequences
We are all theologians. By that, I believe we all construct understandings of God. Even if you do not believe
there is a God, you are engaging in "God-thinking." Our theology ponders the heavens, but is also touches the
earth in serious ways. Theological constructs rooted in biblical interpretations that condemn homosexuality
result in real-life disastrous consequences that I do not believe the loving God I see condones. Not only is
homosexuality not a sin in the eyes of God, those that claim that it is are hurting and literally killing people.
The National Coalition for the Homeless reports that 40% of homeless youth are LGBT
(http://nationalhomeless.org/issues/lgbt/). Furthermore, in recent weeks, I have heard from many LGBT
individuals who were closeted by theology that condemned them. They shared that they had seriously
pondered suicide. Tragically, many others have acted upon this impulse.
Soul-Freedom

In 1612 Thomas Helwys, one of our Baptist forefathers, wrote, “For men’s religion to God is between God and
themselves. The king shall not answer for it. Neither may the king be judge between God and man. Let them
be heretics, Turks, Jews, or whatsoever; it appertains not to the earthly power to punish them in the least
measure. This is made evident to our lord the king by the scriptures.” Let’s just say that when King James
received his copy of theses words sent to him by Helwys, he was not very pleased. (continued on next page)
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Helwys was sent to prison where he soon died. From our inception, Baptists have fought for the ability
of each individual to experience God for themselves, whoever they may be. This notion has compelled
Baptists to be a non-creedal, congregational self-governing bunch in which churches associate with one
another. In other words, Baptists from the onset have been a bunch that have agreed to disagree.
That's why I was pleased that Crescent Hill Baptist chose not to step away from the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, but rather, stick with the KBC until forced out. We believe, as our earliest Baptist
forefathers and mothers did, that God speaks to us in different ways and only in part. In order to hear
the larger story of what God is up to, we need to gather with others around God's table, even those with
whom we disagree, and eat bread and drink from the cup in remembrance of Christ.

Holiday Schedule
Advent Vespers Service and Cookie Reception Sunday, November 30, 5:30 PM

The honour of your presence is
requested at the marriage of
K’see Ha Moo
to
Thein Win Lay
Saturday, December 6, 2014
11:00 a.m.

Crescent Hill Baptist Church Chapel
Reception to follow

Third Annual All-Church Christmas Party Wednesday, December 17, 6:00 PM— a time of
fellowship, games and holiday activities
Christmas Eve - Wednesday, December 24 Church office closed early afternoon; Annual
Christmas Eve Service, 5:30 PM
Christmas Day Holidays - Thursday, December 25
and Friday, December 26 - Church Closed
Sunday, December 28 - No Sunday School for
children and youth, adult Sunday School at the option of each class; worship at 10:45 AM - no childcare
New Year’s Eve - Wednesday, December 31 Church Closes at Noon
News Year’s Day - Thursday, January 1 - Church
Closed

Year End Contributions
In order to be in compliance with the Internal Revenue Service, any contributions which donors wish to be
credited as a 2014 contribution for IRS purposes must be received in the church finance office no later than
noon on Wednesday, December 31, 2014. If the contribution is mailed, it must be postmarked (not meterdated) no later than December 31, 2014. Contributions received after this date, regardless of the date on
the check, must be reported as a 2015 contribution. Thank you for your cooperation in complying with this
policy. IRS guidelines require that members who wish to itemize contribution deductions must have a copy of
the church’s contribution report when filing an income tax return. Reports will be mailed in January.

Crescent Hill Baptist Church
2800 Frankfort Avenue
Louisville, KY 40206-2662
Phone: 502.896.4425
FAX: 502.896.9855
MINISTERIAL AND OFFICE STAFF
Every member a minister
Louie L. Bailey, Minister of Music/
Organist
louie@chbcky.org
Brittani M. Bair, Minister to Youth
brittani@chbcky.org
Jason W. Crosby, Minister of Preaching.
Pastoral Care and Administration
jasonwcrosby@chbcky.org
Andrea V. Woolley, Minister of Spiritual
Formation, Families and Community
andrea@chbcky.org
Janet Cole, Administrative Assistant
janet@chbcky.org
Bobbe Crouch, Financial Secretary
bobbe@chbcky.org
William M. Johnson, Facilities Manager
bill@chbcky.org
Joshua Klo, Cross-Cultural Liaison
123klo16@gmail.com

email: churchoffice@chbcky.org
Web Page: www.chbcky.org
Facebook: CHBC on Frankfort
Twitter: @crescenthillbapt

Weekly Schedule
SUNDAY
9:00
Karen Announcements (Chapel)
9:15
Karen Sunday School (Chapel)
9:30
Sunday School
10:45 Morning Worship (Sanctuary)
12:30 Citizenship Class (Youth Room)
1:00
Chin Worship (Chapel)
5:00
Divorce Support Groups (2nd floor)
Youth Activities (Youth Room)
MONDAY
TUESDAY
1:15
Staff Meeting (Parlor)
7:00
AA Group (Mary-Martha Room)
WEDNESDAY
3:30
Homework Help (Youth Room)
5:15
Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall)
6:00
Children’s and Youth Activities
Announcements/Prayer/Program (Fellowship Hall)
Writers Group
7:10
Chancel Choir (Choir Room)
THURSDAY
5:55
Change of Heart AA group (Heritage Hall)
FRIDAY
SATURDAY

