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have worked very hard to bring us the best clinicians in the nation. We have a great line up for
Greetings and welcome to the the next couple of years.
spring edition of our newsletter.
On March 2nd, I, along with Caitlin and Janet,
It is supposed to be spring isn’t headed to the Greater Milwaukee Orff Dimenit? There is snow in the forecast sions workshop with Jay Broeker. We have reand before spring break I ciprocal membership privileges with all our
themed my lessons around the neighboring chapters. This provides us with not
only a wonderful extra professional developEaster bunny looking for eggs, in a snowstorm.
ment opportunity, but also an opportunity to
This issue of the newsletter is especially impor- meet and connect with fellow Orff teachers in
tant as we have a special section listing our can- other areas.
didates for the GCAOSA board positions of treasurer and recording secretary. Our chapter, with a Thanks to Marcie Kumor, our webmaster, our
membership of 179, is one of the largest in the website will now sport a new look with newer
country. As we continue to grow as a chapter, we features like a message board. Please continue
need our members to come forward with their tal- to send us postings of job opportunities.
ents and skills to provide healthy and effective
leadership. We are truly appreciative of the won- Our spring rummage sale brought in about
derful people on the slate who have stepped for- $450. Thank you for your generosity and speward. Please read their statements carefully and cial thanks to Regina Gibbons and Melissa
cast your ballot. Two of these candidates will be Marchman for (wo)manning the rummage taelected as officers. The others will stay on as bles.
members-at large. All terms are for two years.
We need teachers who would be willing to
If you are considering taking an Orff levels course share their expertise and experience with newer
or a masterclass this summer, and have been a teachers. We have some first year teachers
member of our chapter for at least two years, you who would sincerely appreciate being mencan still apply for a grant. Applicants for levels tored.
training will be given preference over applicants
for the master class. The form may be found on Please feel free to email me with your suggesour GCAOSA website and must be submitted to tions and ideas regarding leadership for our
Marnie Macke, our Past President, before April chapter.
20, 2013.
Have a wonderful spring break if you have one,
We have had two excellent presenters in Vivian if not, have a wonderful time anyway.
Murray Caputo (February) and Beth Melin Nelson
(March). Our past program chair Caitlin Lucci, I look forward to seeing you all on April 20th,
and our current program chair Jennifer Schramm the last workshop for this school year.
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GCAOSA 2013-2014 Workshop Schedule
September 21, 2013
October 19, 2013
January 18, 2014
February 22, 2014
March 15, 2014
April 26, 2014

Martha Riley
BethAnn Hepburn
Chapter Share
Jean Hersey
Paul Weller
DuPont & Hiller

Coming in April - Michael Chandler

Coming Next Year

Michael Chandler lives in Dallas and is the K-5
classroom music specialist at Parkway Elementary in Lewisville, Texas, where he directs the
Parkway "Panther" Choir and the fifth grade instrumental and movement ensemble, Schulspiel. Michael holds a Master of Music degree
in piano performance from the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville, and is also completing a
Master of Arts degree in music education with
an Orff Schulwerk concentration at the University of St. Thomas. Michael teaches in Orff
Schulwerk certification programs at Southern
Methodist University in Dallas and at the University of St. Thomas in Minnesota.

Next year's lineup includes many presenters
who are experts in their field.

ORFF LEVELS TRAINING GRANTS
GCAOSA provides grants for Summer Levels
Training. Applications are available from Marnie
Macke at mackemusic@mail.com and on the
GCAOSA website. Grants are awarded to
GCAOSA members as follows:
1. Must be a member of GCAOSA for at least
2 years
2. Member must provide registration and
course documentation
3. Grant money will only be paid directly to
the university/college
4. Grants will be awarded at the discretion of
the GCAOSA Executive Board
5. All applications must be received by the
April workshop.
6. Write an article to be printed in the chapter
newsletter.
Spring 2013

Martha Riley starts the year off on September
21, 2013 with folkdance. Bring a friend and join
right in!
BethAnn Hepburn continues the year on October 19, 2013. She is co-author of a new book
called Purposeful Pathways which combines
Orff and Kodaly. BethAnn brings movement and
improvisation into focus.
The Chapter Share tradition continues on January 18, 2014. Come see what's cooking in the
chapter. This is a great place to try your hand at
presenting!
Our own Jean Hersey will be with us on February 22, 2014. As a teacher of Orff Level 1 at
Vandercook, she will bring us Orff Process.
Paul Weiler comes on March 15, 2014 focusing
on Sequencing Your Lessons.
To finish the year off, DuPont and Hiller will
bring us Orff Process on April 26, 2014
Another great year of professional development
is coming your way!
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In The Classroom

Liz Moore

As part of the requirement for state standards, a good “Reflections” idea after a concert would be
this “handout” to students to fill out during class time for 3rd grade and beyond. For 1st and 2nd
grades, you could review the sheet in class and write the children’s responses on the white board.

Concert Reflections
Complete these statements1. I am most proud of the way I……..
2. The singing skill I know I focused on was……(in other words, standing tall, keeping
my hands at my side, raising my eyebrows, dropping my jaw, taking good breaths,
etc.)
3. The song I enjoyed singing the most was…..Why did you enjoy this one the most?
4. The song I think we sang the best was…..Why?
5. The song the audience enjoyed the most was…..How could you tell?
6. If I get to perform in a music concert next year, I hope I get to…..
You all did such a FINE JOB! You should be very proud of yourself and your classmates.
Always remember how terrific it can feel when you do something well. Way to go!!
Effective teachers promote responsible behavior. We must set up conditions in our music classrooms that “inspire” responsible behavior, offer positive results when students show responsible
behavior, and develop our “plans” to fit the personality of the class. We must also communicate
expectations, practice what it looks like, sounds like and feels like. The following “Lesson Flow
Chart” helps us organize our classrooms and our music lessons. Even though we all identify the
concepts and skills to be learned, we must also require students to demonstrate understanding
and self-evaluation to promote a reflective learning system. This Lesson Flow Chart helps identify
The Emotional Learning System – “the need to be me” and develop relationships of trust and issues of safety; The Social Learning System – “the need to belong” and to be part of a group that
identifies with others; The Cognitive Learning System – “the need to know” and to understand and
process information and the what and how of ‘things’; The Physical Learning System – “the need
to do”, sing, play, dance, compose and to know bodily reactions that develop habits of learning
and knowing what it feels like; and The Reflective Learning System – “the need to experiment and
explore” and understand the “if-then affect”. Emotional, social, physical systems tend to be the
most powerful in terms of their demands. The level of their functioning determines how effectively
the cognitive and reflective systems operate.
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Lesson Flow Chart

Who’s involved?
Particular class:
Grade level:
Distinguishing personality traits:
What do they need to know how to do before beginning the lesson?
Learning characteristics?
Behavior tendencies?
Skills?
What materials/resources need to be set before the lesson begins?
Visual references:
Audio:
Instruments located and ready for distribution:
Additional (i.e., mallets, chairs, etc.):
Papers and/or hand-outs and/or books:
What concepts will be included?
Pitch:
Time:
Structure
Expressive (tempo/dynamics/articulation/orchestration-ensemble):
Style:
What skills will be included?
Singing:
Listening:
Instrument playing:
Moving:
Reading music:
Notating music:
Improvising:
What kind of space will the students require? Where will they be?
Room set up:
Student placement:
What will the students show or do to demonstrate understanding as an exit strategy?
Paper/pencil assessment? Short-term vs. long-term
Performance? – live audience/videotaped?
Self-evaluation?
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Recorder Corner

Jennifer Schramm

Recorder Lesson for E with movement
Chinese Song

1. Show notation on the board. Teacher plays song.
2. Teacher shows E by placing G on recorder with left hand and showing E on right hand as a
peace sign/two fingers.
3. Teacher plays phrases 1, 2 and 4. Students echo.
4. Teacher plays phrase 3. Students echo.
5. Teacher plays phrases 1,2, and 4. Students play line 3.
6. Students play phrases 1,2 and 4. Teacher plays line 3.
Divide group into two parts. Go to the movement space with recorders.
Teacher slowly draws universal peace sign 35 in the air with recorder, separating the 3 and the 5.
Students mirror simultaneously.
Group turns 180 degrees and mirrors the sign again. They turn around and face the teacher again.
Repeat the activity with a student leader. Each half of the students face each other. Each side has
a student leader and mirrors the universal peace sign 35 to each other.
Choose 3 students to play rain stick, gong and finger cymbals.
Students improvise an 8 beat duration and decide if these should be played as an introduction, interlude or coda.
Perform the Chinese song and movement in any order, ie. Song, movement, song with an introduction, interlude and coda.
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Book Corner

Regina Gibbons

The House in the Night by Susan Marie Swanson is a beautiful Caldecott award-winning picture
book that explores light and dark in a home. The pictures by Beth Krommes are black and white with
gold. It is based on a rhyme from The Oxford Nursery Rhyme Book that begins, “This is the key to
the kingdom”. It hints at Orff-like tones through its basic construction and divergent and convergent
form. Lessons using this book could compare chiaroscuro in music and art or be used to explore
modal scales.

Lesson (d dorian and improvisation) Grade level 4-5
1. Teach speech of the song using ASL signs for house, night, and light.
2. Add the sung melody.
3. Set up instruments for d dorian (take off E’s and B’s). Teach BX & G parts.
4. The X countermelody is down the scale using text from the story.
Create improvisations using the text chunks from the story. Play or sing against the d pedal in the
BX part. Place into a rondo to tell the story.
Spring 2013
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Photo
Gallery
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Nominees for GCAOSA Board
Treasurer
Daniel Ewen has been teaching for 15 years and currently teaches grades 1-4
General Music at Minooka District 201 . He earned a Bachelor of Music and an
Master of Music Education/ Daniel has completed Orff Levels 1 & 2 and Kodaly
Levels 1 & 2. He has been a member of GCAOSA for 2 years and is a member
of AOSA.
Statement: I would like to be more involved with GCAOSA and would enjoy the
opportunity to serve as Treasurer.

Regina Gibbons previously taught Pre K—8th General Music at St. Cletus School
in La Grange. She earned a Bachelor of Music from Elmhurst College and a Master of Music Education from Vandercook College. Regina has completed Orff Levels I & II and has some training in Dalcroze and Music Together. She has been a
member of GCAOSA & AOSA for10 years.
Statement: I have enjoyed serving the GCAOSA Board as Recording Secretary
and would like to continue serving the Board in a new capacity.

Spring 2013
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Recording Secretary
Meeghan Binder has been teaching for 10 years and currently teaches K-5 General Music at Field-Stevenson School, and is an adjunct music education faculty
member at DePaul University. She earned a Bachelor of Music from Northern Illinois University and a Masters of Music Education from DePaul University. She has
completed Orff Levels I - III and is Kodaly certified. Meeghan is an AOSA Recorder
Instructor for Orff Levels I - III.
Statement: I would be honored to serve the GCAOSA Board to help promote the
knowledge of Orff Schulwerk amongst its members.
Liz Moore has been teaching for 18 years and currently teaches grade 2 – 3 General Music at Kingston Elementary. She earned a Bachelor of Arts from Judson
College, a Bachelor of Music from North Park College, and a Master of Music from
Northwestern University. She has completed Orff Levels I - III. In addition to
teaching general music Liz is a private Suzuki piano teacher and accompanist.
She has been a member of GCAOSA for 5 years and is a member of AOSA
Statement: We are so very, very privileged to have GCAOSA; this wonderful and very well organized association within a convenient driving distance to most of us every month. This amazing society trains, inspires, influences, supports and affords us the opportunity to maintain relationships with
other excellent teachers within our profession. GCAOSA challenges us to a greater ability through
new and creative ideas. Teachers affect the lives of students and their parents every day, and they
also need to be fed and inspired! I love GCAOSA and want to serve.

GCAOSA Board Ballot
Treasurer

Recording Secretary

___Daniel Ewen

___Meeghan Binder

___Regina Gibbons

___Liz Moore

Mail completed ballot to Manju Durairaij 1636 Sunnyside Ave. Westchester, IL 60154 by April 10th
or bring to the April 20th workshop.
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