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Storms, Property Rights Issues Delay Repair Work on Miner Road

M Resident Wants Bridge
Built, Not Culvert

By MAGGIE SHARPE
Staff Writer

lans to fix the sinkhole that appeared

Jan. 11 over the creek on Miner Road
are stalled (as of press time). Work can’t
proceed until the City gets the right of
entry from property owners on both sides
of the street — the golf course on one side
and private homes on the other.

Orinda’s Director of Public Works
Larry Thies said (on Feb. 17) that the
homeowner at 7 Camino Lenada, one of
three homes flooded on Feb. 7 after heavy
rainfall caused the creek to overflow, is
advocating that a bridge be built, instead
of installing a new, bigger culvert, as the
City had planned.

“The homeowners have hired their own
hydraulic analysis consultant to assess
the situation,” said Thies, adding that the
City is working with that consultant on a
solution. “We hope to reach an agreeable
conclusion. If we don’t agree, the project
will be delayed significantly.”

Building a bridge that would span the
entire creek could take 1-1/2 years, said
Thies, mainly due to the maze of federal
regulations that has to be navigated. Cur-
rently, the City has federal emergency
status that allows it to move forward with
the current plan to replace the culvert and
repair the road. Thies estimates that fix will
take six to eight weeks.

“That’s assuming good weather and all
the property rights issues get squared away,”
said Thies. “Right now, when storms come
in, work has to stop. However, we’re hoping
to temporarily divert the creek through two

large pipes so work can continue.”

So far, work completed includes removal
of the old culvert and part of the headwall,
to allow for greater flow of water, and
removal of some trees. The removal of the
culvert and partial headwall also resulted
in the removal of the entire width of the
roadway above the creek.

Public Works is now proposing to replace
the previous 84-inch-wide steel culvert
with a concrete “box culvert” that would be
between 14 and 16 feet in diameter.

“The City’s plan is to install the biggest
culvert that fits in that area, without impact-
ing the sewer line that runs above it,” said
Thies. “That means there’s a one-percent
chance of a flooding episode over the next
100 years. That plan will give us a very high
standard of flood protection.”

The City Council, which declared a state
of emergency at a special meeting on Jan.
17, awarded the construction contract to
Bay Cities Paving and Grading, Inc. of
Concord at a cost of $1,471,717.

“This project is eligible for emergency
federal reimbursement at 88.53 percent,”
said Thies. “The City’s contribution is
11.47 percent of the project and any deter-
mined betterments.”

Thies said engineers are not certain what
caused the sinkhole to develop. “The likely
cause was that heavy creek flows began
traveling between the headwall opening
and along the outside of the culvert pipe
and eroded the soil,” said Thies. “Then it
washed down the damaged culvert which
created the void space to form under the
roadway asphalt.”

In the meantime, drivers who normally
use Miner Road must take detour streets,
including Camino Sobrante. Thies said that
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ROB VEDOVI
Removing the headwalls and culvert allows Lauterwasser Creek to flow freely and, hopefully, prevent
subsequent flooding while repairs are underway.

Pilot Week for Miramonte’s New

Block Schedule

By CHELSEA PELCHAT
Contributing Writer

he Acalanes Union High School
District (AUHSD) recently had a one
week trial of the new block schedule in
preparation for its implementation this
fall, featuring 90-minute periods Tuesday
through Friday, with Monday as an anchor
day where students attend all seven classes.
Although this may simply seem like a rear-
rangement of time, it highlights the shifting
priorities of the school district, as they work
to address the ongoing issue of stress, while
also emphasizing increased skill develop-
ment and on-campus student support.
“What we’ve heard loud and clear from
students is a demand for more choice and
opportunity to make decisions on their own,
and I think this schedule is going to lend

itself to that,” says Principal Julie Parks.
She goes on to explain how, whereas the
depth of the curriculum is restricted by the
current schedule with class discussions
often cut short by the bell, the 90-minute
class periods will allow students to apply
the new material they learn under the guid-
ance of their teachers. Furthermore, there
will be 55-minute academy periods occur-
ring twice a week, dedicating a portion of
the school day to provide students with
support. “It’s going to be a combination of
student choice and teacher recommenda-
tion. For example, if the student bombs
an algebra test, the teacher might tag them
and ask them to come in during an acad-
emy period to make it up,” Parks explains.
“Other times, it’s just going to be open like
a study hall, where the kids will choose

Czech Opera and Dinner

s part of its “Year of the Czechs,”

the Orinda/Tabor Sister City Foun-
dation presents dinner and opera on Mar.
12 at 5 p.m. at the Orinda Community
Center.

The dinner features Czech cuisine
followed by Antonin Dvorak’s opera
Rusalka on DVD. It is sung in the origi-
nal Czech with English subtitles.

One of the most successful Czech
operas, Dvorak’s lyric fairy tale contains
plot elements similar to Andersen’s The
Little Mermaid and Fouque’s Undine.
The opera was made into a film in 1975
and recently released.

Tickets for the event are $50 (general)
and $20 (student). For reservations, call
925-254-8260. Seating is limited.
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MOFD

Mindful Littles Give Firefighters A Big
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DAVID DIERKS
MOFD Engineer Evan Ford (L) and Captain Mark McCullah (R) with over 20 Mindful Littles.
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48 Michael Lane, Orinda - $2,295,000
Lovely English Manor in the Glorietta neighborhood on secluded 1.45 acres,
minutes to freeway, BART, schools and Meadow Swim & Tennis Club. 4
bedrooms + office/nursery, 3.5 bathrooms, 3,788+ sq.ft.. vaulted ceilings, huge
Chef’s kitchen, adjoining family room and formal living & dining rooms.
Beautiful yard with pool/spa, lawns, deck, garden area and lower lot for bocce
ball court, play structure, RV/boat parking, etc. 48MichaelLane.com

Virginia Varni-Ratto Paul Ratto
(925) 998-9501 (925) 899-9536
vvarni@pacunion.com pratto@pacunion.com
www.rattoandratto.com * www.fixup2sell.com

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE’S
925.258-0090 it i

51 Moraga Way, Suite 1 ORINDA, CA 94563

see our open homes and many more listings with virtual & multi-media tours on pacificunion.com

Stay Informed, Involved and in Touch with Orinda

Join or renew your annual membership in The Orinda Association
today. Through a tax-deductible donation of just $50 for an annual
family membership, you support the OA’s wonderful work which
includes:

- The Orinda News
- Free Transportation for Seniors
- 4th of July Parade
- Free Public Forums
- Managing the Volunteer Center

Become a member today!
Go to www.orindaassociation.org for membership registration!

In 2016 your membership dollars supported these accomplishments:
* 9,000 households received The Orinda News monthly for free.

* Free public forums, 4 hosted by the OA last year.

* 170 coats were collected & donated to Bay Area residents in need.

* Over 680 free rides provided for Orinda seniors.

* Your membership supports volunteer opportunities for youth and adults.

A 501(c)(3) non-profit

By DAVID DIERKS
Assistant Editor

indful Littles organized a Valentine
Day’s celebration for Moraga-Orinda
Fire District (MOFD) firefighters on Feb.
12. Over 20 children, or littles, partici-
pated in the event. The littles met with two
firefighters. Captain Mark McCullah and
Engineer Evan Ford answered questions,
gave the children a tour of a fire engine and
explained about the equipment and tools
that are used by firefighters. After the tour,
the littles decorated Valentine’s hearts and
coffee mugs, which, along with care pack-
ages, were sent to all MOFD fire stations.
Created by Tanuka Gordon, Mindful Lit-
tles focuses on “helping kids and families
become more empathetic and compassion-
ate through educational, meaningful com-
munity service.” The core purpose of the
movement is mindfulness or selfless ser-
vice. Gordon said, “The word seva means
selfless service in Sanskrit. Doing seva is
thought to not only help the community,
but also help one’s personal growth. What
is critical with seva is the mindful intention
behind this service and the genuine desire
to express compassion in the work.”
Gordon started Mindful Littles last sum-
mer. “Our events are focused on education
and teaching children about mindfulness as
well as action activities. I want my children
to thrive in a community where kids are

Fitness Tip of the Month

The Fitness Evolution

Our bodies evolve based on the demands that are placed on it.
Over time our bodies will adapt to that demand and will stop
changing. In order for our bodies to continue to change, our
workout has to continue to evolve. Calculated, and focused
creativity is the key...both in eating and exercise.

For more information, contact Sheena with Living Lean personal training and

Boost for Valentine’s Day

DAVID DIERKS
MOFD Engineer Evan Ford helps children exit a
fire engine.

more conscious and aware of themselves
and others; where they are compassion-
ate and empathetic and where they can
safely, freely and confidently express their
authentic selves.”

In addition to the MOFD Valentine’s
event, Mindful Littles held a hygiene kit
drive with Youth Homes and sent care
packages to Haiti to help orphans. For more
information, visit www.mindfullittles.org.

eating for elite fitness, at 925-360-7051 or www.thelivingleanprogram.com.

live lean
2]

living lean.

by Sheena

Diets Don’t Last... }

Live Lean
for Life

¢ Personal Training

e Nutrition

Spin ¢ Core ¢ Boxing
TRX e Circuit Training

Spring Class Schedule
9 AM Monday - Thursday
6 PM Monday - Thursday
Saturday 8 am and 10:30 am

Contact us for more information:

(925) 360-7051

Lafayette and Orinda

www.livingleanprogram.com
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Spring 1s almost here!

and Chamber of Commerce Busi-
ness Awards luncheon starts the month
off on Mar. 1. Thank you to Orinda Rotary
for hosting this event (go to their website
to buy tickets). Mayor Phillips will address
issues facing Orinda and the Chamber
will recognize Land Home Financial as
Business of the Year, Sanvitalia Home and
Garden as New Business of the Year, and
Susan Garell as Ambassador of the Year.
The Orinda Association would also like to
thank Susan for the Orinda Safety Video
she created for our citizens.

Mar. 2 is the Orinda Library Book Sale
at the Friends of the Library Bookshop and
also the Sorting Room downstairs. At their
last sale, I purchased some great records
(thin plastic disks carrying recorded sound,
like music) and a puzzle, in addition to my
books.

You can use your new books on Mar. 3,
National Day of Unplugging. A 24-hour
period from sundown to sundown to un-
plug, unwind, relax and do things other than
using today’s technology, electronics and
social media. Funny part is how we promote
the day using social media ... hmm. Also on
this day in 1931, President Hoover signed a
resolution making The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner our national anthem. Have you noticed
lately that everyone is singing louder at our
sporting events?

National Proofreading Day on Mar.
8 brings awareness to the importance of
mistake-free writing to make a positive and
professional impression. The volunteers
who proof this paper every month make a
very good impression. Thank you for your
dedication.

On Mar. 9, view the film Sunset Bou-
levard for free at the Orinda Theatre and,
coincidentally, it is also Popcorn Lovers
Day. Popcorn is a good snack, when it’s
made with healthy oil and fun toppings.
Go ahead, enjoy some popcorn and share
it with others. Not to be confused with

Orinda’s State of the City presentation

A Message From the OA President

Cindy Powell

National Potato Chip Day on Mar. 14 ...
pace yourself.

On Mar. 12, Daylight Saving Time will
move an hour of sunlight to the evening
hours, great for after-school sports. Set the
clock ahead one hour at 2 a.m. Or move
your clocks the night before so you have
Sunday morning to overcome your lost
hour. In the evening enjoy a Czech-themed
dinner at the Community Center as you
watch Rusalka, the opera. Remember 2017
is Year of the Czech in Orinda for Tabor,
our sister city.

3.14 is National Pi Day, created in 1989
at the San Francisco Exploratorium by a
local physicist. Are you a pi enthusiast or
a pie lover? Enjoy the day.

Mar. 15, National Kick Butts Day was
started to empower youth to stand out,
speak up and seize control against Big
Tobacco. Events are organized around the
country by teachers, youth leaders and
health advocates to help raise awareness of
the dangers of tobacco products.

On Mar. 16, Kevin Farley (actor and
standup comic) will be at the Orinda
Theatre. It’s Saint Patrick’s Day on Mar.
17, a day of celebrating Irish history and
customs. On this day everyone is a little bit
Irish - actually over 34 million Americans
are of Irish descent.

Junior Prom is Mar. 18 and would not
happen if not for the many volunteer par-
ents and staff. We thank them for making
the evening such an exciting and memo-
rable event.

The First Day of Spring is on the Vernal
Equinox, Mar. 20, 3:29 a.m., Orinda time.
As the sun passes the equator, night and day
are almost equal, 12 hours each.

Mar. 31,World Backup Day is your
reminder to secure your files. It just takes
minutes to make a backup copy of every-
thing stored in your phone or computer.
Especially if it’s your JProm photos!

Get out and enjoy our green hills and look
for bulbs in bloom. Spring is almost here.
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how to use their time the possibilities are
endless.”

After a week of testing the new schedule,
students eagerly expressed their positive ex-
periences: “I think it’s a beneficial change
for a challenging and rigorous high school
like Miramonte. When you’re juggling mul-
tiple APs and a diverse array of extracur-
riculars, stress is inevitable and sleep and
social activities are neglected. The block
schedule spreads out school homework
so I can focus on three subjects everyday

rather than six or seven,” says Anika Rawat,
a current junior. Other students provided
suggestions: “A more useful approach we
can take is by moving the anchor day to
Friday, as it would allow for more time to
finish your work during the week. Then
we can turn in everything in a much more
organized fashion,” sophomore Charlotte
Biancardi remarks. As a schedule speaks
volumes in regards to the priorities of a
school, the reorganization of time within
the new block schedule exemplifies how
Miramonte is in the process of redefining
their approach to education.

Serving the real estate needs of
clients, friends and family in
your neighborhood since 1989.

DEDICATION [] DILIGENCE [1 RESULTS

Real Estate Broker

Office: (925) 253-2148
Cell: (510) 918-8911

Email: honens@pacbell.net

DEXTER HONENS II

R E A L ESTATE

BRE # 01029372

The Orinda Association

The Orinda Association is a not-for-profit corporation dedicated to:

¢ Maintaining and improving the quality of life in Orinda;

¢ Promoting awareness and discussion of issues that are important to the community;

e Encouraging and recognizing volunteer efforts to enhance the beauty, character and security
of Orinda.

PO. Box 97

26 Orinda Way (Lower Level Library)
Orinda, California 94563

Phone: 254-0800 Fax: 254-8312
www.orindaassociation.org

OFFICERS
President
Vice President
Treasurer Bill Waterman
Membership Kate Wiley
City Council Liaison to OA Inga Miller

BOARD MEMBERS

Joe Haughin — Board Member Emeritus
Chris Laszcz-Davis E
Jim Luini — Board Member Emeritus A
Tom Romaneck

Cindy Powell
Joe Garvey

Steve Stahle
(925) 324-4121
steve.stahle@camoves.com

www.homesinorindaandlafayette.com

Coldwell Banker
Top 50 Bay Area Agent
40 years business experience

Tradition of Trust
E)
BANKER O

Service You Desire
BRE#01861509

Are you considering buying?
Do you want to know what your home is worth in the current market?
Are you wondering what is happening to home prices in the area?

For current information, give me a call about your real estate needs.

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERNATIONAL

é&g—_l Bl%!l IE'S
EAT ESTATES*

LEILA SCHLEIN

"EUROPA

P =IIES=5K | 7% 2
| . O = D o B
U . N BROILER * HOF BRAU ® DELI 4= @S
A ¢ )
1 Al N 1 i el il i T D (o] /’I} Ir’
- t .......... A

i 64 Moraga Way . ()rmda (Close to Orinda Thmfe:) . 254 7202 ~AL

2 ~ -4

/ St. Patrick’s Day Spectacular ¢ >
1001 Pounds of Corned Beef in Orindall!

CASA ORINDA

RESTAURANT

Dinner served nightly from 4 p.m.

925.254.2981 = 20 Bryant Way = Orinda, CA 94563
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EDITORIAL

Letters to the Editor...

Holding Government Accountable

In his letter to the editor (The Orinda
News, February 2017), Jonathan Bagg
states: “Mr. [Richard} Colman appears to
be the mouthpiece for Orinda Watch and its
supporters and for Eve Phillips, the Orinda
City Councilmember who advocates their
positions.”

Itis a great honor to have Mr. Bagg men-
tion Eve Phillips, now Orinda's mayor, and
me in the same sentence.

The purpose of The Icon, a periodic,
printed publication that is mailed to all
Orinda residents is to bring Orindans im-
portant news not covered elsewhere. The
Icon has another goal: to hold the govern-
ment of Orinda, including the Orinda City
Council, accountable for actions taken.

I am the editor and publisher of The Icon,
a publication that takes no advertising. I
live in Orinda, which, in my view, is the
finest place anywhere to reside.

Past actions are frequently a strong indi-
cator of future behavior. For the last dozen
years, the Orinda City Council, excluding
Ms. Phillips, has failed to oppose special
interests that seek to turn Orinda from an
excellent place to live into some sort of
Tokyo or Manhattan.

Orinda's excellent schools are becoming
overcrowded. The city has enormous traffic
and parking problems. Yet, the majority of
the City Council is oblivious to the wreck-

age that has been left in the wake of the
City Council's unfortunate decisions not
to conserve and preserve Orinda's unique
environment.

For too long, the majority of the Orinda
City Council has been supportive of real-
estate development interests which, in col-
laboration with the State of California, have
produced the Housing Element, a plan to
add hundreds of new residences to a city
that is essentially full.

The Housing Element permits so-called
granny flats — often labeled Second Units
— to be placed on an individual's private
property. What happens if granny flats
become inhabited by teenagers who play
loud music and perhaps engage in criminal
activities?

Readers of The Icon learned about the
overwhelming amounts of money contrib-
uted to the 2016 campaigns of City Council
candidates Darlene Gee and Inga Miller.
Sixty-nine percent of all campaign money
contributed to all candidates in the 2016
city-council election went to Ms. Gee and
Ms. Miller.

Readers also learned that Orinda's
garbage-collection rates soared 85 percent
between 2005 and 2016.

In a free country like the United States,
Mr. Bagg has the opportunity to say what
he wants. And so does The Icon.

— Richard S. Colman

4 MINER from page 1

some of the detour streets are showing signs
of wear and tear from the increase in traffic.

“There has been increased deterioration
on the portions of the detour routes that had
already poor pavement conditions,” said
Thies. “We are accelerating the repaving
of the last segment of Camino Sobrante not
yet rehabbed, from 2019 to 2017.”

If and when all the wrinkles are ironed
out, crews plan to work 24/7. The work
comes with the added inconvenience of
bright lights and loud noise from construc-
tion equipment, back-up alarms, along with
saws, pumps and generators. The City is
offering residents free earplugs, which can
be picked up at the front desk at City Hall.

Thies said residents have, in general,
been patient about the situation, but also
want status updates.

“The main understandable complaints
have been the long detour time ... the
narrow windy roads are more difficult to
navigate with the increased traffic.”

A resident, who lives in Sleepy Hollow,
said having to detour to get to downtown
Orinda adds about five minutes to her
drive time — “although it can feel like 10
minutes,” she said. “I drive a small car so
it’s easier for me to maneuver on the tight,
winding streets. When there are larger

vehicles or trucks trying to pass each other
on any of the many blind turns, it’s dicey.
You just pray everyone is staying on their
side of the lane because you don’t know if
they really are until you’re on top of each
other.”

Lynn Kalmar and her family also live in
Sleepy Hollow — all three of her children
attend Sleepy Hollow Elementary School.

“We’re lucky to live near the school, so
it hasn’t affected us getting to and from
the school — although I know it’s inconve-
nienced many others, including teachers
and staff who don’t live in the community
and take Miner Road every day to school,”
said Kalmar. “It’s inconvenient if I have to
go to the grocery store or post office and
have to take Camino Sobrante, which is not
in great shape and is very windy and nar-
row. Sometimes if you meet a big truck on
the road, it can feel very tight, like you’re
going to fall off the road.”

People being re-routed from Sleepy
Hollow and Orinda Downs are not the
only ones with concerns. Residents who
live on Camino Sobrante worry about the
huge influx of traffic from the detour. Rob
Vedovi, who lives on the street, just up the
hill from Orinda Country Club, said he’s
seen a “phenomenal” increase in traffic on
his street.

“There’s at least a 500-percent increase
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in traffic on Camino Sobrante — probably
more,” said Vedovi, who is concerned about
residents getting in and out of their drive-
ways. “Some people have narrow driveways
and can’t turn their cars around, so they
have to back out onto the street, which
is extremely dangerous with this steady
stream of traffic. Plus, the road is so narrow
and windy, that drivers can’t always see
what’s coming, so people should be extra
cautious.”

Vedovi said that some large trucks have
difficulty negotiating the sharp curve in
front of his house, while still leaving room
for drivers to get by in the opposite direc-
tion.

“Sometimes drivers have to back up to
allow a large truck to negotiate that curve,”

said Vedovi. “It’s especially dangerous
on garbage day, when the garbage and
recycling trucks have to stop all the time
and cars have to pass them — that’s a huge
problem, though fortunately I haven’t seen
any accidents yet.”

Vedovi said another problem is people
going too fast.

“A lot of the drivers are commuters on
their way to work. They’re already incon-
venienced and in a hurry, so theyre driving
too fast,” he said.

For information, visit the City’s website
at www.cityoforinda.org and click on De-
partments, then Public Works or call Public
Works at 925-253-4231. Updates from the
City are also posted on Nextdoor neighbor-
hood website.

The Orinda News prints 9,000 copies and is published 12 times a
year by The Orinda Association. The office is located at 26 Orinda
Way (lower level of the Library). All rights reserved. The publication is
sent out by direct mail (Permit #4, Orinda Post Office) and distributed
to key locations throughout the city.
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POLICE / VISUAL ARTS

14th Annual High School Visual Arts Competition at Library Gallery

By ELANA O'LOSKEY
Staff Writer

he Lamorinda Arts Council (LAC)

showcases 2D, 3D, photography
and digital design work by high school
students who live in or attend public or
private schools in Orinda, Lafayette or
Moraga at this month’s Orinda Library
Gallery exhibit. The competition is open to
students who attend Acalanes Union High
School District schools, which includes
Acalanes, Campolindo, Las Lomas and

Calls for Service

911 Hangup: 20 incidents.

Abandoned Vehicle: 4 incidents.

Accident Property: 5 incidents.

Alarm, False: 160 incidents.

Barking Dog: 1 incident.

Battery: 2 incidents.

Burglary, Auto: 3 incidents.

Burglary, Residential: 2 incidents.

Civil Disturbance: 12 incidents.

CVC Moving Violation: 146 inci-
dents.

CVC Non-Moving Violation: 85
incidents.

Death Non-Criminal: 7 incidents.

Dependent Adult Abuse: 1 incident.

Disturbing the Peace: 1 incident.

Drunk in Public: 1 incident.

DUI Misdemeanor: 4 incidents.

Fire/EMS Response: 1 incident.

Found Property: 5 incidents.

Fraud/False Pretenses: 1 incident.

Grand Theft: 1 incident.

Grand Theft from Building: 2 inci-
dents.

Grand Theft from Vehicle: 2 incidents.

Health & Safety Violation: 1 incident.

Hit & Run Misdemeanor: 3 incidents.

Identity Theft: 12 incidents.

Illegal Entry: 1 incident.

Juvenile Disturbance: 4 incidents.

Loitering: 2 incidents.

Lost Property: 2 incidents.

Loud Music: 3 incidents.

Loud Noise: 3 incidents.

Medical Hospital: 6 incidents.

Missing Adult: 2 incidents.

Missing Juvenile: 1 incident.

Motorist Assist: 1 incident.

Ordinance Violation: 2 incidents.

Outside Assist: 30 incidents.

Parking Detail: 165 incidents.

Patrol Request: 62 incidents.

Petty Theft: 2 incidents.

Petty Theft from Vehicle: 1 incident.

Petty Theft Shoplift: 1 incident.

Phone Harass: 3 incidents.

Miramonte high schools, regardless of
residence.

The Visual Arts Competition (VAC)
features $3,000 in cash awards, merit cita-
tions and a month-long exhibit of entries
at the library. The public is invited to at-
tend the awards ceremony at the gallery
on Mar. 8§, from 7 to 8:30 p.m., when light
refreshments will be served. Four catego-
ries of work are exhibited: 2D — paintings,
drawings, printmaking, mixed media and
college; 3D — sculpture, ceramics, jewelry
and construction; and photography — black

POLICE BLOTTER

January 1 through February 11, 2017

Public Assembly Check: 5 incidents.

Public Nuisance: 11 incidents.

Reckless Driving: 20 incidents.

Runaway Juvenile: 1 incident.

School Check: 29 incidents.

Security Check: 35 incidents.

Service to Citizen: 237 incidents.

Suspicious Circumstances: 19 inci-
dents.

Suspicious Person Stop: 12 incidents.

Suspicious Subject: 11 incidents.

Suspicious Vehicle: 30 incidents.

Suspicious Vehicle Stop: 13 incidents.

Traffic Collision Property Damage:
3 incidents.

Tow: 9 incidents.

Traffic Hazard: 18 incidents.

Trespass: 3 incidents.

Unwanted Guest: 1 incident.

Vacation House Check: 37 incidents.

Vandalism: 2 incidents.

Vehicle Theft: 3 incidents.

Verbal Dispute: 1 incident.

Welfare Check: 7 incidents.

Arrests

Battery: 1 arrest.

Drunk in Public: 2 arrests.

DUI: 2 arrests.

DUI Misdemeanor: 3 arrests.

Misdemeanor: 1 arrest.

Possession of Controlled Substance:
1 arrest.

Recovered Stolen Vehicle: 2 recover-
ies.

Trespass: 2 arrests.

Vehicle Theft: 2 arrests.

Warrant Arrest: 1 arrest.

BART Statistics
Burglary, Auto: 1 incident.

— Compiled by David Dierks
Assistant Editor

For more incidents details, visit
WWW.crimereports.com

=—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—

REAL ESTATE BROKER

VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

www.clarkthompson.com

BLUXURY | ”a =

925.254.8585

ELANA O'LOSKEY

These six high school girls enjoyed showing everyone their artwork at a recent Visual Arts Competition at
the Orinda Library Gallery. See www.lamorindaarts.org for details.

and white, color, film and digital and
digital designs — work produced solely
on a computer which may contain photo
images.

LAC awards cash prizes in each category
as follows: first-place $300, second-place
$200, third-place $100, honorable mention
$25 and best in show $300. Professional art-
ists judge the show, based on creativity and
originality, content, and degree of expertise
in the chosen medium. Approximately
200 entries are expected from high school
students in public, private and home high
schools. LAC extends thanks to Lamor-
inda art teachers who assisted high school
students in preparing their entries. At the
reception, meet the teachers, students, their
families and friends while enjoying the
creativity on display.

For over 65 years LAC has been ignit-
ing and sustaining artistic expression and

appreciation for all ages throughout Lam-
orinda by supporting arts in the schools.
An event of this scope necessitates liberal
amounts of volunteer work. VAC chair De-
nise Nomura thanks fellow LAC members
Lawrence Kohl, president, past VAC chair
Natalie Wheeler and many other volunteers.
Thanks also to Todd Trimble, Director of
Orinda Parks and Recreation, who coordi-
nates gallery events with Maggie Boscoe,
gallery chair. Co-sponsors of the event
include Lafayette Partners in Education,
Moraga Education Foundation, the Edu-
cation Foundation of Orinda and Kiwanis
Club of Moraga Valley.

Visit the gallery during library hours,
Monday through Thursday, 10 am. to 8
p-m.; Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6
p-m.; and Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m. Call 925-254-
2814 for more information or visit www.
lamorindaarts.org or www.ccclib.org.

U&Medicine
Shoppeé

100% Pure Pharmacy®*™

The “Luck of the Irish” g

is not always with us,
so when you need a little help
with your health, visit

é The Medicine Shoppe®.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day,

Alan Wong, R.Ph.
Next to Hollyhock and McCaulou’s
282 Orinda Village Sq. « 254-1211
www.medicineshoppe.com

M(Cauloufs
HoHyhock

always

FREE Gift Wrap!

on items 15.00
or more.
Orinda Village Square

Fully Insured <

(925) 254-7233 =

TREE SCUIL_PTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE

Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Certified Arborists <
WWW.tl’EESCUlthI’E.COI’I’I

License #655977
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REAL ESTATE/FUNDRAISERS

he 2017 Lamorinda real estate market
is gearing up and all indications are it
will be HOT!

The best-kept secret in the East Bay is
Lamorinda and the secret is out. Young
families and professionals want to move
here for all the reasons we bought here
years ago: proximity to San Francisco, great
weather, gorgeous surroundings, small
town feel, good commute options, and great
schools. What should sellers do to maxi-
mize their potential sale in this climate?
This hot market is occurring especially in
the $1 million to $1.8 million-price range.

Hire a local full-time professional realtor

Real Estate Reality

Are You a Seller in a Sizzling Market?
~How to Maximize your Pay Off~

MAUREEN WILBUR

who has your best interests in mind and will
be your advocate all the way.

Listen to your realtor’s advice carefully.
Don’t get carried away with the listing
price. Listen to your realtor’s advice - over-
pricing is deadly.

Have a plan on where you want to move
when your home is sold. Your realtor may
ask you if you need time in the property
after the sale. If that is important, your
realtor will communicate your wishes to
potential buyers.

Have pre-sale inspections up-front and
include them in your disclosure package.

[See REAL ESTATE page 14]

Ann Sharft

Monument Crisis Center Major Beneficiary

WV VW J'V N\«’\J'JWV

NEMEhe (.

\mm Onm Aﬁﬂﬁm’;fm bl

T T . ANNUAL 20108

he Orinda Woman’s Club (OWC) made Valentine’s Day even sweeter for those

utilizing the services of the Monument Crisis Center. The OWC presented the
center with a check for $30,000 representing funds raised at its major fundraiser, the
Festival of Trees.

Located in Concord, the Monument Crisis Center offers nutritious food, quality
resources and referrals to low-income individuals and families in order to help them
become stable and secure in our community.

Shown above are Orinda Woman’s Club members Kathy Kerr-Schochet, Sandra

DAVID DIERKS

Top Producer. Strong Negotiator. Proven Results.
#1 Agent 2016 Lamorinda Sales

Be certain your largest asset is in the hands
of a professional who represents both buyers
and sellers.

Let me help you navigate through this ever
changing real estate market.

(925)253-2525
ann@annsharf.com
www.annsharf.com

CalBRE# 01156966 93 Moraga Way, Orinda

Scherer and Adeline McClatchie.

Shellie Abbes Kirby

Lifelong Lamorinda experience you
can trust. Utilize Shellie’s unique
East Bay knowledge, personal
attention, guidance and
professionalism.

Office: 925-253-6321
Cell: 925-872-4257
email: shellie @shelliekirby.com

coLDWeLL

Crohn’s MAP Vaccine Update

By ANNABELLE HALL
Contributing Writer

Last year, the Lamorinda community
participated in a gala that raised over
$30,000 to support the research for a
Crohn’s MAP vaccine to treat Crohn’s
disease. The local Crohn’s MAP Vaccine
team wants to thank the community once
again for its remarkable support.

Excellent news came out of London
recently regarding the funding for human
trials of the Crohn’s MAP Vaccine. They
have reached their fundraising target of
$567,000! Not only did they reach the tar-
get, they surpassed it by collecting a total
of $628,000! It was a year ago, on Feb. 6,
that three Orinda moms, Dina Fiatarone,
Christine Pitt and myself, got together and
organized the highly successful Mardi Gras
gala to raise money in support of human
trials for the vaccine. We are extremely
thankful for all of the support garnered from
around the world, including our wonderful
neighbors in Lamorinda!

What’s next? Phase 1 human trials (first-
in-man) of the vaccine in healthy volunteers
started in late January, run by the Jenner

Institute at Oxford University. Validation
of the diagnostic test of Mycobacterium
Avium Paratuberculosis (MAP) infection
with those who have Crohn’s disease and,
which will accompany the Phase 2a trials,
is estimated to be completed by the end of
March 2017. A publication discussing this
test and including super high-resolution
photos of MAP in the tissues of Crohn’s
disease patients will follow.

Phase 2a trials on those who have
Crohn’s are anticipated to start early 2018
and will last a year.

It is not too late to invest. HAV Vaccines,
Ltd., is still seeking investors for their Phase
2a trials. Interested individuals can contact
the corporate director, Michael Stallibrass,
at stalli@hav-vaccines.com.

For information about MAP and the
link to Crohn’s disease, please visit: http://
crohnsmapvaccine.com.

Those familiar with the destruction that
Crohn’s disease can have on the lives of
those who unfortunately fall prey, includ-
ing young children, will welcome this
encouraging development. We are one step
closer to finding a cure. Thank you again
for your support!

MARCH AUTHOR LUNCHEONS at ORINDA BOOKS

Part of our Spring Luncheon Series >

[ aich 29+ eaoam |

Yiyun Li
Dear Friend, From My Life | Write .
to You in Your Life: A Memoir S . Victor Lodato
N A = P Edgar & Lucy: A Novel (and
¥ Vicroamhe anIndie Next Pick)
LCIDAYO 3

2" tocar sy

RANDOM HOUSE Sl?

T P
e a—
== f:..«é
Il MARCH 8 ¢ 12 noon |I ST.MARTIN'S $27.99
JOIN US for a light luncheon and an opportunity to hear two fascinating and very different
authors discuss their work. EACH EVENT: $10. Call 925-254-7606 to make your reservation!

OrindaBooks

276 Village Square - 925-254-7606 - orindabooks.com - M-F 10-6, Th 10-7, Sat 10-5, Sun 10-3

N

CAFE .

(510) 540-7773

lledlerranes

RESTAURANT .

“For your next SPecia[ occasion
trB our Fartg F|attcr5 and
our (hicken ]Domegranatei”

Free Delivery to Lamorinda

( within 10 miles, with $300 min. order )

www.cafelamed.com
2936 College Ave. at Ashby . Berkeley CA 94705

CATERING

1
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THE ORINDA ASSOCIATION — INFORMED, INVOLVED, IN TOUCH

Thank You to Our Orinda Association Membership and Supporters

11 programs and events provided by
The Orinda Association are either free
or supported generously by the OA. But
unfortunately, free programs and events are

not free to produce. The OA depends on ftions.

members like you to give annually. We are If you don’t see your name on this list,
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Consult  please let us know. Those listed below had
your tax advisor for tax-deductible dona-  joined or renewed by press time.

%] ) ahdvanced
O therapy
center

Kay & David Aaker Tom & Marcia Beales Mari Breazeale Amy Carey

Jim & Kris Abrams Bonnie Bell Louise Breber Barbara Carrigg

Lynne Alper Lesley Benn Breedlove Insurance Jacqueline Carroll

Carol Alvord Laurence W. Berger Services Daniel & Sylvia Carter When X< Tine 1o ahangs youx e
Candace Andersen Carol & Scott Bergren Thomas & Margaret Joan Carter

Roland Andersen Fred & Sasha Berkowitz Brennan Casa Orinda

Leland & Mary Anderson John & Claire Bevis Betty Brotherton Audra & Wayne Chai

Joyce & Stephen Arnon Elizabeth Black Jim & Carol Brovelli Sally D. Chapman Brain Trainin g
Tom & Marianne Aude Michael Blume & Jerome & Gloria Burke Chevron Matching Gift Program

Wesley Ayers Margaret Beck Burkhalter Trust Beverly Chickering for

William Babcock Jr. Barbara Blunden Lisa Burlini Lei-Ching Chou

John Bacon & Patty Bolich  BoomerangCast Robert & Karen Burt Chee & Joan Chow .

Jonathan & Anne Bacon Jim & Delores Bonnar Marci & Ciaran Byrne John & Ann Cinderey Optimal Performance!
Jonathon & Shelley Bagg Gerry Bonner California Bank of City of Orinda

Jeff & Ruth Bailey David Bonneville Commerce Ronald Clendenen

Kathie Bain Severin & Margaret Cal Shakes C.M. Capital Foundation

Kath & Barry Balamuth Borenstein Coldwell Banker David & Dorothy Cobo Candia Smith, DMH | Founding Director
Paul & Jean Barnhart Maggie Boscoe David & Susan Calkins Alan & Jan Coe :

Reg & Kathy Barrett Steve & Marcia Boyd Patti Camras Coldwell Banker ‘344 Village Square

Berry Brothers David & Elizabeth Boyle ~ Bernard & Elizabeth Richard S. Colman Orinda, California 94563

Bruce & Hope Bauer Lyn & Jack Branagh Cappelli, Jr. Jeremy Conescu 925.254.7823

[See MEMBERSHIP page 8]

AdvancedTherapyCenter.org

22202 08 9.%E

ST. MARK'S NURSERY SCHOOL

est 1962

Play-Based Learning
Ages 2-5
Now Accepting Applications for Fall 2017
Limited Space Available

www.sStmarksnur SEerySsC hool.or g
451 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563
License # 070200759

SALLY HOGARTY
OA President Cindy Powell (standing far right) and OA Vice President Joe Garvey (standing left) welcome

riders and drivers to the Seniors Around Town annual Holiday Luncheon.

Dear Neighbors,

Stephen Healy, Fire Chief
925-258-4599

Some insurance companies will consider the improved ISO rating beginning with your next policy term (some will not).

Check your policy's term, contact your insurance agent, and advise them of the change (effective: April 1, 2017).

If your insurance company wants proof of your new ISO rating, direct them to our website: www.mofd.org

- There are several easily found references to the change under: “News”, “Announcements”, and “About MOFD”.

Every 4 years, the Insurance Services Office (ISO) reviews the fire protection within your
community. The ISO is an international provider of statistical, analytical, technical and other
information to the insurance industry and to state insurance regulators. Among other things, it
provides a numerical rating for communities. A rating classification between 1 and 10 is given. A
“1" is the best rating and a “10" is the poorest. Your Fire District (MOFD) was rated as a “3” from
1997 to present.

On April 1. 2017, MOFD'’s rating will improve from a “3" to a “2".

Presently, only 2.8% of fire departments nation-wide have a rating of “1” or “2". The Fire District

encourages you to contact your insurance company before your next policy period because your fire
insurance rates may decrease. Often, insurance underwriters will want proof. If this is the case, see
the additional information below.

Your insurance company can also contact ISO directly. They must do this because |ISO will not give ratings to property owners: only to insurance companies or the

Fire Chief.




8 = THE ORINDA NEWS ® MARCH 2017
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¢ MEMBERSHIP from page 7

Connie Doty
Jeanne Dowell

Joe Downes

Barbara Conley FJ. & Ellen Dale .
Bob & Micki Cooper Frank & Rhonda Darling Ste\{e & Stephanie Downs
William Cooper Nancy & John Debenham Ardith B. Draeger
Paul J. Cortese Gerald & DeeAnn Del Rio
Don & Susan Couch Ann Denny
Peter & Judy Coy Gary & Carolyn Depolo
Larry & Nancy Crevin Edward & Carol Dewey
Vanessa Crews Peter & Patricia
R.L. & D.A. Cummings Dinkelspiel
Richard & Susan Curry Charles &%arol
Thomas & Leota Curtis Diraimondo
Lisa Cvecko Rajiv & Rashmi Dixit
Gretchen Dabel Bobbie & Fred Dodson
Robert Dahl Alvan & Heidi Donner

P *Nationally Certified,

/ experienced teachers.
| _/ *Innovative Classes and
Private sessions

L * We work with every

A BODY and All ages

T Visit our website for

great offers. T Well ] Balanced

E coreKiI)etics Take control of your

s www.CoreKinetics.com health.

925-708-3279 & =

Please call for an appointment
50 Vashell Way, #120, Orinda, CA 94563

Kurt & Kathy Bellows

&

- ‘.Mzi

Your Hosts Since 1986
Proudly serving Orinda for 31 years!

f

Qs
i‘

orindacoffeeshop.com

Menu, Directions, & More

V|LLAC1E

204 Village Square
Orinda

254-6080

On Orinda Way Near
McCaulou’s

Fresh food.
Clean restaurant.
Good service.

Tuesday — Friday
5:30a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Breakfast Until 11:25

Saturday
6:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Breakfast Until 11:25

Sunday
7:30a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Breakfast Only All Day

INN CAFE

Introducing your dedicated travel consultants!

N2

We've traveled the world. Ben-
efit from our first-hand experi-
‘ence and insider connections.

Enjoy a wide range of exclusive
benefits when you reserve your
cruise, hotel or resort vacation
with us.

Worldwide partnerships enable
us to create unique, tailor-made
travel experiences that will ex-

el St Valerie O’Connell and Colleen O’ Connell
‘ceed your expectations.

Visit our website to easily search and compare multiple options. Plus,
sign up to receive our latest offers and travel tips. Our pricing is highly
competitive. :

Leave the planning to a professional who will be there for you before,
during & after your trip.

- CRUISE ADVENTURES UNLIMITED
1610 Locust Street, Walnut Creek, CA 94596
925-935-7447 - 800-788-0193
M-F 9 - 5:30, Saturday 10:00 - 2:00
www.cruiseadventuresunlimited.com

Steven Draeger
Alison Drasin

Darlene & Dennis Gee
Joan Getsinger

Maxine & Stanley Johnson
Mark A. & Kathleen B.

Mark & Luann Duggan Dianne Gilbert Jones
Bruce & Ann Dunn Jerome & Judy Gilbert Rod & Sandy Jones
Lou & Roger Dunn Gillin, Jacobson, Ellis, Bill & Joey Judge
Catherine Dunne Larsen & Lucey Ben & Barbara Kacyra
Mary Jane Duthie A.N. & E.R. Glazer Ernest & Phoebe Kahl
Maddy & Ken Dychtwald Patricia Gleason Lynn Kalmar
Sandra S. Earl John & Pamela Goode John & Jo Anne Kaminski
Henry & Vera Eberle Eve Gordon-Ramek Elizabeth Karplus
Maria & Peter Eberle Simon L. & Paula Goren Steve Kaufhold
Barbara Edwards Dr. & Mrs. William Aileen & Tom Kelly
David & Lynne Ehlers Gottfried David & Margo Kelly
Isabel & Sean Ehringer Dr. & Mrs. Eugene Rosaleen Kelly
Peter & Sue Elkind Gottfried Kenmar Properties
Joyanne Elkinton-Walker Arlene & Alan Gould Janice Kerr
Dr. Virginia Ellis Margaret Govednik Michael & Elizabeth
Patricia Ellsworth David Graeven Kersten
Regina Englehart Patricia Ann Graffis Leroy Kerth
Leslie & Joan Enloe Jorge & Marisa Gutierrez Lois & Timothy Killen
Lynn & Len Epstein Nadine Hack Jeff & Cecily Kingston
Robert Erikson Warren Hagstrom Susan Kishi & David
Ingrid Evans Art & Kristi Haigh Schuricht
John Ewing George Hall Linda Klamm
Thomas Fellner Nancy Hall Kathy & Scott Klein
Kathy & John Fernbacher Dick & Lois Halliday Ken Klein
Alfred Ferreira Jud & Judy Hammon Karen Kline & Jerry
Virginia Field Peter & Brenda Hanschen Hanowsky
First Republic Bank Lary Hanshaw
Ellie & Bob Fisher The Harwood Family In 2016, your
Joe & Virgie Fitzpatrick Pete & Helen Hasselman .
Harry & Barbara Christie & John Hastings donation su p-
Fledderman Widgie Hastings
Valerie & Doug Floyd Joe & June Haughin ported over 600
Cordelia Foell Bea Heggie i i
Emidio & Mary Fonseca Holly & Gerry Henkel rides for S_en L8
Susan & Gary Forman Linda & Fred to med ICal
Jeri Foster Herkenhoff 0
Siobhan & Matt Foy Chip & Carolyn Herman appol ntments.
Jim & Julie Fulford Stephen & Jackie Herrin
Peggy Fuerst John & Anne Hetland William & Katherine Knaff
Kevin & Deanna Fusch Harold & Diane Hill Chuck & Joanne Kovely
James & Barbara Gayl Hirschfeld Sharon Krause & Bruce
Gallagher Jeff & Alison Holland Cohen
David & Hillary Hoppock Rodney Lal
Stuart House Ernest Lam
Harry & June Howe Mari & Walter Landauer
William & Margaret Land Home Financial
Hughes Chris Laszcz-Davis
Bill & Sue Hurrell Lindsay & Laurie Lautz
Susan Hurrell, CPA Jeanne Laye
Fa Lu Hutson Biensien Lee

Grant & Susanne Inman
Glenn & Joel Jackson
Lucille Jacobus

Kimberly & Marc Jacuzzi

Jim & Michelle Leetham
Phil and Barbara Leitner
Cynthia & Ben Leslie-Bole
Steven Levy

Bonnie & William Richard James David Libby
Gallogly Philip Jensen William & Iris Libby
Chris Garoutte Irene Jewell Stuart Linn
Philip & Lynn Garrett Dwight Johnson Lois Lippincott
Joseph Garvey Jerome & Claudia Johnson [SEE OA page 9]
O alée\:%nced when It's time to change your life

o

cent er

Adults, Do You Have a History of Childhood Trauma?

Are you aware of still being irrationally triggered? Easily startled?

ATCis conducting a pilot research project and needs volunteers. Subjects
will receive treatment designed to rebalance their autonomic nervous
system (ANS). There will be no cost to volunteers. This is not a medica-
tion. It is a painless process utilizing transcranial alternating current at
low amplitude.

The research design calls for a three month commitment. The first and
third month you would be sending in rating forms. The second month
you would be coming into our offices three times a week for treatment.

Childhood Trauma has been shown to result in the largest medical
expense in the United States. A history of childhood trauma impacts
health at many levels. Volunteers for this project will help to develop
an important advancement in the treatment of

Childhood Trauma.

For more information and to volunteer, please call
Dr. Candia Smith at the Advanced Therapy Center,
Orinda, CA. (925) 254 7823.

Candia Smith, DMH | Founding Director

344 Village Square
Orinda, California 94563
925.254.7823

AdvancedTherapyCenter.org
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¢ OA from page 8

Jenchyn Luh check Bob Ray
James & Linda Luini Farrell & Meg Nicholes Jonathon & Jane Raymond
Janine & Ken Lyons Jim & Judi Nishimine Raim & Lily Regelson
Ruth & Ivan Majdrakoff Helen Noorthoek Michael Reidenbach
Diane & Paul Maltzer Gary Nye & Ann Republic Services of
Peter Mankin O’Connell Nye Contra Costa County
William & Joyce Mann Annette O’Connor Robert & Carol Riddell
Pamela & Jeff Manning Mark & Lori Oczkus Linda Rigolfi
Robert Manual Orinda Academy Gerald Rio
Richard & Gloria Orinda Chamber of Richard Rissel
Marchick Commerce Ed & Teresa Ritelli, Jr. "
Keith Marks Orinda Classic Car Show Mary Kate Rittmann ‘N £
Sandra & Lee Marona Orinda Community Sandra Roadcap EAF TR B ;
Mary & Bob Marshall Foundation Mark & Claire Roberts i A (A
Sari-Lois & Mattal-Neft Orinda Motors Michael T.Robinson it S
Willy Mautner Orinda Park & Recre- William Robinson - LI A
Joyce McCaulou ation Foundation Rockridge Builders 550 iy ‘.'.3.‘
Charles & Joye Lee Orinda Village Antiques Omar & Lisa Rodriquez it “ e
McCoy Orinda Optometry Richard Rogan il "‘f ”g\ L :
Bradford & Jennifer Mc- Group Thomas & Denise SALLY HOGARTY
Cullough Orinda Rotary Romaneck The Orinda Association celebrated 70 years of enhancing life in Orinda at the July 4, 2016 parade and
Joshua & Laura McDowell Orinda Woman’s Club Barbara Ross park celebration.
Karen & Patrick McGeer Elizabeth O’Shea Marjorie Roth
Bruce & Janette McGurk Mati & Silvia Otsmaa Jean & Larry Rowe o .
Gail Mclntyre Ernestine Ottino Marion Rubin - I
Peirce McKee Sonya Ruehl ~
L.V. & H.M. McKendell Marilyvn Runo \i;
Christopher & Barbara Elva gust Maureen l‘l‘bur
St MCI&aiX | Meash Jim & Jane Ryan
eve pril Mieagher Michael & Carol Sabarese 1 1
Mechanics Bank Bruce & Lynne Royer Earnmg ngh
Adele Mendelsohn Saldinger Marks From
Michael Merchant Katherine Sanders
Alan & Ka'thleen Methany Lois Owens Laura Sawczuk C]_ients *
Peter & Aliza Metzner Anne Packer Robert & Caroline
Patricia Meyer Steve & Pat Paddock Schmalz “...Maureen is organized,
Susan Meyer Lynda Paige William & Nathalie T R L g
Sidney & Barbara Meyers ~ Carolyn & Richard Schrmicker detail-oriented, at all times
Jean Michell Palmer Greg & Wendy Waggener gracious but strc ng in
Linda Michels Victor & Anne Parachini Schmidt negotiation, thoughtful and
Jim & Connie Miller Steven & Carol Larsen Harvey & Kathleen _ O e = G
Bob & Gretchen Miller Parnes Schochet i yes, funl...“ K.M.
Inga Miller Anne Parr Dieter & Sue Scholz = — -
Nancy & Stephen Miller ~ Ron & Martha Parriott Gary Schroeder Maureen Wilbur
Patricia Mills Richard Patsey Andrew Schwartz Previews Property Specialist *
James & Jane Moffatt Richard Pauletich Ralph Schwarz International Presidents
Donald Monaco Arthur & Susan Paull Rolland & Isabel Sears fernational Presidents  Coldwell Banker
William & Ann Moon Judith Peak Deborah Sedberry W Orinda, CA 94563
Moraga-Orinda Fire Anita Pearson Linda & Joseph See My Clients are #1! Direct 925-253-6311 COLDUIGLL
District Norm and Janet Pease Richard Segol www.MaureenWilbur.com BANKER O
Georgia Morris Michael & Virginia Peiser Carol Sensendorf DRE# 01268536
Kirby & Margaret Moulton  Karen & Charlie Petri Ralph & Sue Severson
Charles & Susan Bill & Mary Phelon Ronald Shallat
Muenchow Eve Phillips David Shapiro & Sharon
Peter & Elizabeth Muller Len Phillips Wheatley
Mary Mullin Tom & Liz Piatt Stu & Ann Sharf
Robert & Suzanne Murillo  William Pigeon Donald & Lorraine
The Murphy Team Piccolo Napoli Sharman
Kerry Murphy Edward D. Pike Carolyn Sheaff
Terry Murphy & Ellen Phil & Nancy Placier Barbara & Richard Shoop
Hoffnagel Cindy & Jonathan Powell Rick & Peggy Shriner
Vicki Nakamura Kit & Allan Praeger Dennis & Nicole ! i
Jeff & Anne Nash J.M. Pressler Sidlauskas YOU ve bu | |t d

Dorotea Nathan
Robert Neumann
David & Dorthea Newa-

Please call for
a market update.

laura@lauraabrams.com
www.lauraabrams.com

510-697-3225
CALBRE#01272382

Genevieve Prlain
Donald & Alexandra
Putnam

Edward Quinnan
Shirlene Ramsey

Sarah & Lawrence Siegel
[See MEMBERS page 10]

.:J X

www. 16valleyviewin.com

Erguisits Phesentatiarn
International Presidents Elite 2016
Top 100 Coldwell Banker Bay Area 2016

Sophisticated fully remodeled home that is both elegant
and comfortable, a true work of art with intelligent design
meeting purpose. The perfect combination of style and
function on a private scenic 1.5 acre secluded lot with
amazing views. Large flat areal

BANKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

great life doing

things you love.

Being with friends.

Pursuing fun

hobbies. Choosing

the way you spend

your days.

Why should that
have to change?

VAVAN

S

GARDENS

LAFAYETTE

o

le

your personal visit and
enjoy lunch on us!

e —__

MERRILL

(925) 298-8543

1010 Second Street
Lafayette, CA 94549

merrillgardens.com

&

Lic #079200358

Independent Living ¢ Assisted Living ® Memory Care
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PETS / OA

Dispatch:

925-849-2222

Direct:

925-286-0064

www.mytaxibleu.com

mytaxibleu@gmail.com

TAXI BLEU

All Airports
Served 24/7
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animal house

PET & HOME CARE

Spring Break Vacation Plans?
Going on a Ski Trip?
Let me take the worry out of
what to do with your home and pets
while you are away.

* Pet Sitting

* Dog Walking

* Pet Taxi

* Home Watch/Security

¢ Collect Mail and Newspapers
* Water Plants

¢ |[nsured and Bonded

925-254-3677 Office
925-368-8978 Cell
animal-house@comcast.net

Animal Tales

Earlier this year Tilikum, the Sea World
orca, passed away. He had been ill for
a while and achieved great fame in the
documentary “Blackfish.” No other marine
mammals will be captured by Sea World,
as was Tilikum in 1983, for the purpose
of entertainment, although some remain
in captivity.

Another passage of note is that of the
elephants of the Ringling Bros. Barnum
and Bailey Circus. They performed their
last acts in May of last year and were then
retired to the Center for Elephant Conserva-
tion in Florida.

The circus is closing down, in part be-

something to Houl About:. ..

Whale and Elephants - Then and Now

Jennifer Conroy

cause it claims the absence of elephants
makes it less of a crowd draw. However,
circus owners also realize that times have
changed and many kids and adults find
digital entertainment in their own homes
more convenient and satisfying than head-
ing off to the Big Top or, in more recent
times, to arenas.

The world is not an easy place for hu-
mans and animals to cohabitate. We want
to be close to animals, to observe them, to
understand them and, sometimes in doing
so, the very essence of what intrigues and
fascinates us about them, ends up backfir-

[See HOWL page 14]

ADOLESCENTS - ADULTS - FAMILIES

specializing in:
Achievement Pressure
AD/HD

Parenting Support
Anxiety

School Stress
Depression

Brian Clark, Psy.D.

licensed clinical psychologist
PSY 25198

954 Risa Road - Lafayette
(925) 385-8050

www.brianclarkpsyd.com

= destination’

¢ MEMBERS from page 9

Shauna & Mark Simmonds
Sharon Simpson
Singelstad Construction
Inc.
Nancy Siu
Ellis Sjoberg
Maryann Skitarelic
Joseph & Sally Small
Winifred Smith
Lionel W. Sorenson
Steve & Margene Stahle
Steven & Sally Stanten
Deborah Stephenson &
Mitch Reed
Arthur & Carole Strand
Greg & Patricia Straughn
David & Jean Sullivan
Kathy & Clay Sylvester
Anna & Skip Tague
Karen & Mitchell Tarkoff
Herbert & Ann Tasker
Nat & Susan Taylor
Marilynn Terstegge
Evelyn Theodoropoulos
Bertha Thomas
Bob & Maryett Thompson
RH & KC Thompson
Virginia Thompson

Steve Westfall

Gloria Weston
Ingrid Trimpe Mark & Zaroda
Tom & Lynn Trowbridge Whatley
Niki Tucci Arlene & Jeffrey
Nancy & Donald Turtle White
Mark & Marcie Tuttle Donna White
Ralph & Betty Uhrig Shirley White
Ted & Lida Urban Pam Whitman
Caroline Utz & Jen Julie Whltsm

Villafane Jack chkyvare )

Milton & Barbara Vail Kate & quh Wiley
Joseph Vanderliet Maureen Wilbur

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 8063

Buzz & Lucy Hupp
Williams

Jennifer Vigo Lee Ann Wil.lial'ns
Village Associates Howard & Virginia
Jeffrey Violet Williamson
Daniel & Jane Voll Thomas & Merlon
Egon Von Kaschnitz Williamson
Katalin Voros Peter & Amelia Wilson
William & Joanna Wagner ~ Raymond & Dorothy
Michael & Marcia Walsh Wilson )
Sheila Wang Cheryl and Jay Wingo
Bill & Marie Waterman  Bob & Myrna Witt
Brian & Anita Waters Carole & Tom Wolfman
Carl & Flo Weber Judith Wood
Shirley Weber Gary & Vicky Yancy
Sheila Wendt Peter & Kay Yanev
Mark & Jane Zuercher

Greta Westeson

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

216 BaARRON’S

£ TOP 100 INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISORS

MICHAEL YOSHIKAMI IS AGAIN
RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF AMERICA’S
“TOP 100 INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL
ADVISORS”" BY BARRON'’S

YEARS
IN A ROW

READY FOR A
FRESH PERSPECTIVE?

If you have investable assets of
at least $500,000 and would like
a complimentary portfolio review
of your current strategy, call
855.396.7526 for more details.

MICHAEL YOSHIKAMI, CFP®,

PH.D. IS CEO AND FOUNDER

OF DESTINATION WEALTH
MANAGEMENT AND AUTHOR OF —
“YOUR MONEY, YOUR FUTURE"

WWW.DESTINATIONWM.COM
1255 Treat Blvd. Suite 900 | Walnut Creek, CA94597 | 855.396.7526

*The ranking reflects the volume of assets overseen by the advisors and their teams, revenues generated for the firms and the
quality of the advisors’ practices. The scoring system assigns a top score of 100 and rates the rest by comparing them with
the winner. The Barron's award is not indicative of Destination Wealth Mana t's future performance.

Dr. Amelia Ausman

us out at
Theater View Veterinary
Clinic.

(925) 317-3187
(925) 334-7017

P:
B
E: tvwc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
W:

www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

Dr. Laurie Langford and

invite you to come check

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200
Orinda
CA 94563
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CARS / SCHOOLS

CAR, TIMO

Oil Change, and Then Some

an you imagine getting your oil change

done and you find out, all of a sudden,
you need over $1,000 worth of repairs done
to your vehicle?

The first thing you feel is shock. How
could this be? I have been driving along
just fine. There are a few likely scenarios.
The most common situation is something
going on with the vehicle that the owner
may not be aware of. There is a reason why
we take our vehicles in for service. Getting
an oil change is important. But, the overall
reason for the service is to gauge the overall
health of the vehicle.

There is an under-hood inspection for
a reason. Vehicles are machines that are
subject to wear and tear. Things in the car
will leak, wear out or fail somehow. That
is why a maintenance schedule is recom-
mended in the owner’s manual. It describes
the manufacturer’s recommendations for
maintenance scheduled by mileage or time
on the vehicle.

Most of these services are inspections,
performed to make sure there are no is-
sues. Anything from leaks to worn belts,
brakes, tires, dirty filter and fluids that need
attention. The purpose of the inspection is
to catch these issues before they become
serious problems.

The second scenario is when recom-
mendations are not real or as crucial as
described. Greed and dishonesty exist
in the automotive repair industry. It is a
small minority of shops but includes oil
change shops, independent repair shops
and dealerships.

To avoid rip-offs, take a look at the

By JOHN VANEK

overall health of the vehicle. Has it had an
overall inspection in the last year? In the
last two years? What is the recent main-
tenance and repair history? Who needs to
keep track of that stuff? That would be the
owner/operator of the vehicle.

Do not authorize repairs that don’t make
sense, but don’t automatically think that the
shop is trying to take advantage of you. If
there is any doubt, then get a second opin-
ion.

The best solution is to establish a rela-
tionship with a facility you trust. Select
them based on their reputation and recom-
mendations from friends. Pay them a visit
and take a look at their shop. Do they make
time to talk to you, is their shop clean and
do they have certificates hanging on the
wall. Do they have affiliations like AAA,
ASE, Repair Pal or Diamond Certified?

As usual, I urge you to become a good
consumer of auto repair. Pay attention to
what is going on with your car so you can
relate to these repair suggestions. Be a part
of the solution and be a good consumer of
auto repair.

John Vanek can be reached at john@
orindamotors.com.

Writers/Performers Needed

Original historical musical for
Orinda-Moraga Adobe
fundraiser

Show performs Aug. 26
at Yellow House

Call Bobbie Landers at
925-254-8260

Miramonte Drama Group Brings
Theatre-in-Education to OIS

By KATHRYN G. McCARTY
Staff Writer

rinda Intermediate School (OIS)

Principal Michael Randall’s com-
manding presence quieted the room of
excited seventh-graders waiting to see guest
performers from Miramonte High School
(MHS) Drama Department take the stage.
Heather Cousins, MHS theatre arts director,
founded the Theater-in-Education program
in 2000, and it continues to be a biannual
part of the Character Ed program at OIS.

Randall said that, while past programs
have included topics focusing on bully-
ing and peer pressure, he requested the
MHS drama students develop scripts on
cultural sensitivity, “especially regarding
inclusiveness.”

Cousins agreed. “The issue of cultural
sensitivity has turned very timely, not just in
our schools but in our nation.” She directed
students to work collaboratively using
improvisation and personal storytelling to
create original scripts to perform. Thirty-
four MHS student actors were involved in
the show, performing for the entire OIS
student body in February.

“The connection between the age groups
is important,” said Randall. “The takeaway
is much greater than if adults were lectur-
ing to them. They can speak to kids at their
level.”

For students like MHS Junior Sarah
Miller, it was an opportunity to give back
to OIS. Miller was enthralled in seventh
grade when Cousins’ group visited, and
was excited for the opportunity to perform
for younger students and to “start up a
conversation.” Miller believes that theatre
makes it easier to talk about tough topics.

According to Cousins, after each perfor-

KATHY MCCARTY
Miramonte Drama Teacher Heather Cousins (L)
and junior Sarah Miller and 33 other Miramonte
students used theater to engage OIS students in
discussions on cultural sensitivity.

mance, OIS students had the opportunity to
engage in dialogue with the characters from
the play. In this “hot-seating” segment,
actors stayed in character while answering
questions regarding choices made in the
drama. Topics from MHS students’ scripts
included race, religion, gender and trans-
gendered youth.

The high school actors addressed ques-
tions from the middle-schoolers, offering
personal perspective and good advice. One
young actor, exploring methods of handling
bullying, explained that it was important
to remember, “An insult doesn’t make us
who we are.”

“Other theater-in-education programs
exist with adult, paid actors. However, this
partnership proves to be more personal
and meaningful,” said Cousins. “There is
something very powerful in having middle
school students see high-schoolers from
just down the road taking on difficult sub-
ject matters that are relevant to their lives.”

OIL CHANGE
& TIRE CENTER
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How Are Your Tires?

Your tires are the
only thing between
you and the road!

PROUDLY SERVING
LAMORINDA SINCE THE 1930s

Trust your safety to the only local facility
that will help you choose the RIGHT
tire at the BEST price.

v" Over 200 Tires In Stock!
v Wheel Alignment Center!
v Shuttle Service Available!
v Free Tire Consultation!

OVER-INFLATION

ORINDA MOTORS

63 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 254-2012

POOR ALIGNMENT

ALIGNMENT SPECIAL
$50.00 OFF ALIGNMENT

with purchase of 4 tires

ONLY WHEN PURCHASED AT OUR OIL CHANGE & TIRE CENTER
NEED TO SHOW COUPON AT TIME OF WRITE UP

UNEVEN WEAR
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Starlight Players Hold Auditions

he Orinda Starlight Village Players

(OrSVP) are holding their season au-
ditions on Sunday, April 2, at the Orinda
Community Center Park Amphitheater at 4
p-m. and on Tuesday, April 4, at the Orinda
Community Center Carpentry Room at
7 p.m. This all volunteer group has been
presenting live theater in Orinda for over
30 years and are always looking for new
volunteers, both on and off stage.

Productions include Agatha Christie’s
The Unexpected Guest (June 2 - July 1);
Malcolm Cowler’s adaptation of L. Frank
Baum’s Wizard of Oz (July 21 - August 12)
and Robert Merrill’s comedy Five Door
Farce (Sept. 1 —30).

Come prepared to read from the scripts
for the directors. No prepared monologues
are necessary. For more information, call
925-528-9225 or email info@orsvp.org.

— David Dierks, Assistant Editor

DAVID DIERKS
Ken Sollazzo and Gerardo Paz in last year’'s
production of Love, Sex and the I.R.S.

Considering a Reverse Mortgage?

Locally Trusted | Accessible | Responsive
Serving the Bay Area since 1989

| am here for you through the entire Reverse
Mortgage process to answer all your questions

JOHN HOLMGREN i .
and guide you to your best possible result.

Branch Manager
Reverse Mortgage Advisor
NMLS #293904

HOLMGREN

RS - SSOCIATES
REAL ESTATE FINANCING

Call For A Free Confidential Analysis
Of Your Reverse Mortgage Needs.
(510) 433-8809

Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act | A division of Finance of America Mortgage LLC | NMLS 1071

Raan Thai RESTAURANT
Eat Hcalthy} Live Hca|t|'|9

Oraanic SaLaps Mape FresH Day,
May VecETARIAN OPTIONS.
WE COOK FROM FAMILY RECIPES.
Foop 10 Go, CATERING & GIFT CERTIFICATES ARE AVAILABLE

OPcn for Lunch:
Mon. - Sun. 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 pm.
Dinner: Sun. - Thurs.‘hﬁo -930 p-m.
Fri.-Sat.: 4:30 - 10:00 p-m.

99 Orinda Wa J Orinda
(925) 253-0989

il o T |

shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

Flowers - Trees - Succulents - Pottery & Fountains
Benches - Garden Decor - House Plants
Gifts - Jewelry - Landscape Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way - Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

hen I first started this column, I sat

down with my esteemed editor and
bandied about various names we could call
it. I forgot most of what was discussed that
day, but I remember that one of the reasons
we came up with “The Reel Less Traveled”
was because most of the films written about
here don’t get nearly as much screen time
as they deserve. Also, especially in the case
of the International Film Showcase, many
of these movies might otherwise go totally
unseen, which, in my opinion, is nearly as
great a crime as censorship. There was a
third, lesser, reason - many of the films
shown are well off the beaten path. I’m not
just talking about B-list movies like The
Woman in the Window (which we’ll speak
of later), but films that are, even today, con-
sidered odd or so far from the mainstream
that their appeal is limited. Therefore, I am
glad to say, March is dedicated exclusively
to these films.

We’ll start off with the standard by which
all other offbeat films should take their
cue. Sunset Boulevard is as unconventional
as they come and there is no easy way to
characterize this movie as it throws ev-
erything into the mix and still manages to

Tom Westlake

work. (It should come as no surprise that
David Lynch mentioned this film as one of
the all-time greats — as well as serving as a
major influence for his own distinct style
of filmmaking.) Part film noir, part horror,
with more than a little Great Expectations
thrown in, this dark look at what happens
when a star’s shelf life goes beyond its ex-
piration date is chilling, tragic and even a
little humorous. As in all of Lynch’s films,
there’s a surreal quality to the whole thing.
This film needs to be seen to be believed.
Even then, you might not fully grasp how
this was made in the first place. The com-
mon wisdom is that Hollywood loves it
when it’s in the spotlight. This is a notable
exception to that wisdom. Your wisdom,
however, will be beyond question if you
make your way down to the Orinda Theatre
on Mar. 9at 7 p.m. Admission free.

Now to the aforementioned The Woman
in the Window. There are several reasons
I would urge you to make the effort to see
this. The first is that the Moraga Movers,
who have not graced this column for the last
few months, are hosting. The next would be
the cast: Edward G. Robinson plays against

[SEe REEL page 14]

OIS Holds Seismic Science Fair

]

_—

DAVID DIERKS

Attendees at the OIS Seismic Science Fair take part in interactive displays.

By DAVID DIERKS
Assistant Editor

Orinda Intermediate School (OIS) held
its first annual Seismic Science Fair in
January. OIS seventh-graders learned about
plate tectonics and earthquake engineering
through labs and challenges, culminating in
the fair for the Orinda community.

Topics covered included: Why are we at
risk from earthquakes? How big is the risk?
What can we do to stay safe?

The key requirement for students’ dis-

April Matthews
925.253.2147

It's April in Lamorinda for Real Estate

“Whether you’re buying or selling a home, April will be with you every
step of the way; working with skill and sensitivity.”

Call me for your Real Estate transaction in 2017

aprilmat@comcast.net

CalBRE# 01221153
www.dreamhomelamorinda.com  Giving Dreams an Address

plays was to have one component be inter-
active so that attendees could participate
in learning about earthquake issues in the
Bay Area.

Over 25 students participated in the fair.
One of the standout entries was by Patrick
Unick, who used robotics in tandem with
diverse soil types and skittles to simulate
various types of earth movement and their
effects on structures — with the skittles
standing in for structures.

For more information, visit ois-orinda-
ca.schoolloop.com.

John D. Buyer & Seller

2000 - 2016
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CALENDAR

ON THE CALENDAR

MARCH

1 Orinda Rotary and Orinda Chamber of Commerce, luncheon, Orinda Community
Center, noon. Mayor Eve Phillips’ State of the City address and the Chamber’s Business
Awards. Contact dick @burkhalters.net.

Orinda Library Art Gallery, Celebrate local high school students at 14th Annual Visual
Arts Competition exhibit through Mar. 31. See page 5.

International Film Showcase presents Iran’s Oscar-nominated The Salesman, Orinda The-
atre, through Mar. 2. The animated Swiss movie, My Life as a Zucchini shows in March.
Visit www.lamorindatheatres.com for dates/times.

2 Orinda Books Story Hour with Cathy Goshorn for children 2 to 4 years, with reading,
songs and games, every Thursday, 276 Village Square, 10 to 11 a.m.

3 First Friday Forum features Dr. Robert Johnson talking on “Will Gene Therapy and Gene
Editing Change Your Life?” at Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, 49 Knox Drive,
Lafayette, 1:30 p.m. Call 925-283-8722. See this page.

8  Orinda Books hosts an author luncheon with Yiyun Li in conversation with Marilyn Abild-
skov from the MFA program at St. Mary’s, 11:30 a.m. Li will discuss her memoir, Dear
Friend, from My Life I Write to You in Your Life. $10. Call 925-254-7606.

Second Wednesday Book Group discusses American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang
and Snow Country by Yasunari Kawabata, Orinda Books, 3 p.m.

9  Orinda Theatre Free Movie Night, 7 p.m., features Sunset Boulevard. Visit http://lamor-
indatheatres.com.

16  Pat’s Book Group (social issues) will discuss Sinclair Lewis’ It Can’t Happen Here, Orinda
Books, 6 p.m.

21  World Affairs Book Group discusses The Populist Explosion: How the Great Recession
Transformed American and European Politics by John B. Judis, Orinda Books, 3 p.m.

23 Golden Gate Fields trip for seniors, sponsored by Orinda Recreation Department, 10:30
a.m. to 6 p.m., includes reserved view seats, racing programs and buffet lunch. Visit www.
cityoforinda.org.

Maria’s Book Club discusses Ties by Dominco Starnone, Orinda Books, 11:30 a.m.

29 Lunch with Victor Lodato, author of Edgar and Lucy, Orinda Books, 11:30 a.m. $10.

Call 925-254-7606.

AT THE LIBRARY
All events are free unless otherwise specified. For information, call 925-254-2184 or visit http://

ccclib.org.

1 Paws to Read. Children in grades 1 to 5 practice reading or fulfill their reading requirement
with a friendly dog, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Call or visit the library to register. Also Mar. 8, 15
and 22.

3 Teen Tech Week. Theme is “Be the Source of Change,” for high school students, through
Mar. 11, with daily activities. Complete four activities on Mar. 11,4 to 5 p.m., to get a free
book and Flying Comics calendar.

2 English as a Second Language Conversation Circle. Volunteer teachers lead informal
group discussions, 1 to 2:30 p.m. Preregistration not required. Also Mar. 9, 16, 23 and 30.

3 Teen Coloring Club. Join Orinda Library Teen Advisory Group (TAG) to de-stress and relax.
Age-appropriate coloring books and colored pencils provided; teens provide inspiration and
creativity. Free, 4 to 5 p.m. Also Mar. 10, 17, 24 and 31.

7  Orinda Library Writers Group. Meet with a friendly group of beginning writers in a sup-
portive environment. Share two pages of your writing (any genre) and get feedback from
the group, 6:30 to 8 p.m. Also Mar. 21.

17 Mystery Book Club. Study Room A, 3 to 4:30 p.m. This month’s selection is One Was a
Soldier by Julia Spencer-Fleming. Adult program.

18 ACT Free Practice Exam. Get realistic practice (four hours) and receive a personalized
score report, for high school students, Garden Room, 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Sign up at
510-295-0002 or visit www.princetonreview.com/product/offerings/334922.

23 Tai Chi for Better Balance. Cynthia Black shows how to improve balance through Tai Chi,
1 p.m., Garden Room. Adult program.

Contra Costa Tale Spinners. Storytelling for adults with a featured storyteller, Gallery
Room, 7 to 9 p.m.

27 Japanese Art. Asian Art Museum docent talks about the Japanese Art collection, 1 to 2

p-m., Garden Room. Adult program.

CLUB MEETINGS
Diablo Star Chapter #214, Order of the Eastern Star. Second Monday, 7:30 p.m. Orinda Masonic

Center, Karen Seaborn, 925-689-0995.

Friends of the Joaquin Moraga Adobe. Third Monday, 7:30 p.m., Gallery Room, Orinda
Library, www.moragaadobe.org.

Friends of the Orinda Creeks. Fourth Wednesday, 8:30 a.m., May Room, Orinda Library,
925-253-1997.

Guided Meditation. Wednesdays, 9 a.m., St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 451 Moraga
Way, Orinda, focuses on health, harmony and wholeness, 925-254-5965.

Lamorinda Alcohol Policy Coalition. Third Wednesday, 10 to 11:30 a.m., Orinda City Hall
Sarge Littlehale Room, 925-687-8844, ext. 227.

Lamorinda Meditation. Every Monday and Thursday, 10:30 a.m., Career Wisdom Institute, 1036
Country Club Drive, Moraga, Suite 100. Meditate in silence for 30 minutes, $5 donation.
Contact Gaby Mozee at gcmozee @ gmail.com.

Lamorinda Nature Walk and Bird Watching for Seniors. Wednesdays, 9 to 11 a.m., free. Call
925-254-2445 for weekly meeting place.

Lamorinda Sirs for retired men. Second Wednesday, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Holy Trinity Cultural
Center, 1700 School St., Moraga, Pete Giers, 925-254-4667.

Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary. Every Friday, 7 a.m., Lafayette Park Hotel, 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette, http://www.lamorindasunrise.com/ or 925-283-8288.

Lamorinda Toastmasters. Every Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Temple Isaiah, 945 Risa Road, Lafayette,
http://lamorinda.toastmastersclubs.org.

Montelindo Garden Club. Third Friday, 9 a.m., September through May, St. Stephen’s Episco-
pal Church, 66 St. Stephen’s Drive, www.montelindogarden.com. March speaker is Heath
Bartosh, one of the California Native Plant Society’s top rare plant experts and co-founder
of Nomad Ecology in Martinez.

Orinda Garden Club. Fourth Thursday, 10 a.m. to noon, September through May, Orinda
Country Club, 315 Camino Sobrante.

Orinda Junior Women’s Club community service group. First Tuesday, September through
June, 7 p.m., www.orindajuniors.org.

Orinda Rotary. Every Wednesday, noon, Orinda Community Center, 28 Orinda Way, 925-254-
2222.

Orinda Association. Second Monday, 7 p.m., Orinda Library, May Room, 925-254-0800.

Orinda Hiking Club. Every weekend and first Wednesday, www.orindahiking.org or Ian at
925-254-1465.

Orinda Historical Society. Call 925-254-1353 for times and location of meetings.

Orinda Job’s Daughters. First and third Monday, 7 p.m., 9 Altarinda Road, 925-283-7176.

Orinda/Tabor (Czech Republic) Sister City Foundation. Fourth Thursday, 7 p.m., social, 7:30

Cancer Specialist Talks on Gene
Therapy at First Friday Forum

By BOBBIE DODSON
Staff Writer

¢ GWill Gene Therapy and Gene Edit-
ing Change Your Life?” is the
question posed by Dr. Robert Johnson, the
speaker at First Friday Forum on Mar. 3,
at 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary of Lafayette-
Orinda Presbyterian Church (LOPC).

Johnson’s work currently focuses on
oncology projects. “It’s a very exciting
time in oncology as basic science efforts
have identified many new targets for
drug therapies,” he says. “Cell and gene
therapies are at the center of many of the
newest and most novel approaches, some
of which are directed at the hardest-to-treat
cancers.”

To help the public understand something
of the process, Johnson explains, “Gene
therapy is the introduction of genes into
existing cells to prevent, inhibit or cure a
wide range of diseases. There are now over
800 gene therapy clinical trials ongoing,
two-thirds of them dealing with cancer.”

Johnson holds an M.D. and Ph.D. in bio-
chemistry and biophysics. He is a graduate
of the University of Pennsylvania School of
Medicine and received his clinical training
at Massachusetts General Hospital. After
completing his fellowship, he joined the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute and was
appointed a faculty member at Harvard
Medical School. Currently, he is a con-
sultant for the biopharmaceutical industry
as well as interim chief scientific officer,
chief medical officer and scientific advisory
board member of Epeius Biotechnologies,
a gene therapy company.

A member of LOPC along with his wife,
Margaret Liu - who is also an M.D. - John-
son is proud of his two children, Matthew,
who is working on his Ph.D. in moral

£

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Dr. Robert Johnson will speak on gene therapy at
the March 3 First Friday Forum.

philosophy at the University of Cambridge
in England, and Ariana, who will graduate
from Stanford this year to embark on a ca-
reer in theater directing, addressing social
injustice and cultural understanding.

Johnson says he and his wife have
worked in the same departments in aca-
demia and at two companies. Both Liu’s
and Johnson’s work schedules require they
travel the world extensively and sometimes
they meet up at an airport when one is ar-
riving and the other departing.

“While cures are still rare, many patients
are living long lives with their cancers
under control,” Johnson says. “Epeius is
focused on developing a gene delivery
system (GDS) for patients. Currently, we
are in clinical trials.”

Refreshments will be served in Fellow-
ship Hall prior to the talk, beginning at 1
p-m. LOPC is located at 49 Knox Drive,
Lafayette. For more information call 925-
283-8722. This series is sponsored by
Senior Ministries.

p-m., meeting, call 925-254-8260 for location.

Orinda Teen Advisory Council. Second Wednesday, 4 p.m., Community Center, 28 Orinda
Way, email orindateenadvisorycouncil @ gmail.com.

Orinda Woman’s Club. Second Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. to noon, call Jean Barnhart, 925-254-3881,
or https://sites.google.com/site/orindawomansclub.

Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette.

925-788-7323.

forinda.org.

CITY/FIRE/SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING SCHEDULE
Acalanes Union High School District. Firstand third Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m., District Office, 1212

City Council. First and third Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Library Auditorium, www.cityoforinda.org.
Historic Landmarks Committee. Fourth Tuesday, 3 to 5 p.m., Library Garden Room. Call

Moraga-Orinda Fire District. First and third Wednesday of the month, 7 p.m.. Visit
www.mofd.org/board/meetings meeting location will be posted on the agenda.
Planning Commission. Second and fourth Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Library Auditorium, www.cityo-

Send calendar items to Maggie Sharpe at m.sharpe66@gmail.com

Authentic Cuisine
of Thailand

e Family Owned

e 3 Generations of Thai
cooking experience

¢ All sauces made fresh

e Full Bar

Lunch: Mon.-Fri. 11-2
Dinner: Mon.-Sun. 4:30-9:00

23 F Orinda Way, Orinda
(925) 253-1975

NIWA RESTAURANT
25% off Entire Order
with this ad
Offer Expires 4/15/17

,1 @‘A Sushi Bar
‘=74 Japanese Cuisine
Chinese Cuisine

Mon -Thurs: 11:00 AM - 02:30 PM
04:30 PM - 09:30 PM

Friday: 11:00 AM - 02:30 PM

04:30 PM - 10:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

(925) 254-1606
1 Camino Sobrante #6
(across from Safeway)
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¢ HOWL from page 10

ing for both humans and animals.

Orcas and elephants have much in com-
mon. They are mammals, of course, and
they live in family groups. Within the orca’s
pod and the elephant’s herd there are con-
tained all the activities of eating, sleeping,
playing, procreating, protecting and caring
for one another. As families go, they are not
so different from us, are they?

But they are different from us and that
is why so many of us have been drawn to
expositions that display them. As a child in
New York City, going to the circus at Madi-
son Square Garden was an annual eagerly
anticipated event. Back then, in the sweet
complacency of childhood, no thought
was given to natural habitats, training
methods or those family groups disrupted
by capture. Books such as When Elephants

Weep by Jeffrey Masson had not yet been
written.

Now we know, or at least have an inkling,
that there is an indescribable cost to captur-
ing animals for entertainment. The curiosity
that we still have about the animals with
whom we share the planet will always be
there. If we are fortunate enough to live near
whale migration routes as we do in the Bay
area, then we can still satisfy that curiosity
by whale watching along our coast. And
for all the faults we may find in our digital
world, it does allow us to “travel” to places
where we can view other creatures great
and small.

No, it is not the same as sitting ringside
at an aquatic park or three-ring circus. And
perhaps that is exactly what will make ex-
periences of orcas and elephants and other
animal kin today better than the experiences
of yesterday.

¢ REAL ESTATE from page 6

Ask your realtor which inspections you
should have. You may want to do some
repairs or maybe not, but at least you
and potential buyers will know about any
concerns up-front. If your property gets
multiple offers, the buyers may accept your
inspections and waive their inspection con-
tingency, which is great for you as the seller.

Your realtor may want you to clean out
the clutter, clean closets and pare down on
your furniture and personal belongings. Of-

ten the garage becomes your storage area.

Remove any beloved light fixtures, mir-
rors and any other fixed items you want to
keep and replace with others.

Your realtor may recommend you hire
a professional stager to make each room
picture perfect before the virtual tour is
done and before your property goes on the
Multiple Listing Service.

Make your property easy to show to
potential buyers - by appointment only
can discourage buyers and their realtors.
Have open houses and a brokers’ tour. If

’ REEL from page 12

type as a studious professor, Joan Bennett
is the femme fatale and Raymond Massey
stars too. But the two most notable reasons
are the director, Fritz Lang, most famous
for his silent masterpiece Metropolis and
that The Woman in the Window features an
early example of the twist ending. On that,
I shall say no more save it’s playing at the
Rheem Theatre on Mar. 15 at 2 p.m.
Following the theme of atypical movies,
we have the International Film Showcase
showing, for the first time since I’ve been
writing this column, an animated film.
My Life as a Zucchini is a Swiss/French
animated tale of a boy’s travails, first in a
neglectful home environment and then at

..classified ads

Total Clean. Serving Lamorinda homes since 1985.
Insured and bonded employees. 376-1004.

Math Tutoring, English or Spanish. All math lev-
els. Very patient. Reasonable rates. 510-223-4376.

Services

European House Cleaning Services. Reason-
able prices. Excellent Ref. 10+ years Experience.
Elizabeth 925-602-5372.

Interior Design and Decorating. Kitchen and
bath remodels, specialty tile design, furniture and
art selection, color consulting. Eco-friendly! www.
synthesisinteriorsandcolor.com, 415-606-1909.

Reliable Window & Gutter Cleaning. Friendly
service and outstanding results! Servicing Lam-
orinda since 1983. Please call 925-254-7622. or
visit us at www.reliablewindowservice.com.

Yard trimming. Spring clean up & mowing.
Overhanging branches removed. Charles (h) 925-
254-5533 or © 925-528-9385.

I buy 1950’s Furniture. Danish modern, Herman
Miller, Knoll wanted. 1 item or entire estate! Call
Rick at 510-219-9644. Courteous house calls.

Unwanted Eye Glasses are collected for Lions
Club at the Orinda Association office, 26 Orinda
Way, Orinda.

a home filled with children who share a
similar troubled history. What follows is
a unique version of an oft-told tale with
plenty of heart, wisdom, joy, a whole lot
of poignancy and even a little romance.
Many might think that Pixar has cornered
the market on heartstring tugging, but Zuc-
chini promises to give them a run for their
money. No date has been set for this yet so
check out http://internationalshowcase.org
for show times.

And as there are always last-minute
additions, be sure to make frequent visits
to http://lamorindatheatres.com as well.
Wouldn’t want anyone to miss anything.
Until next time, remember to stay in the
dark for that’s where the reel magic lies.

SCHOOL CALENDAR

schoolloop.com.

miramonte/.
orindaschools.org.

same time, and March 25, 4 to 6 p.m.

Irwin Way, Orinda, 6 p.m.

7 t0 9:30 p.m.

1 Board Meeting, Acalanes Union High School District, 1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette,
7:30 p.m. Visit www.acalanes.k12.ca.us. Also March 15.

4 Orinda Academy Annual Crab Feed, Masonic Lodge, 9 Altarinda Road, Orinda, 6:30 to
9:30 p.m. Visit www.orindaacademy.org for tickets and information.
Alt Fair, Holden High School, 10 Irwin Way, noon. Visit www.holdenhigh.org.
Glorietta Elementary School Auction, 15 Martha Road, 5 p.m. Visit http://gl-orinda-ca.

13  Monthly Mindful Schools Meet-Up, Miramonte High School Library, 750 Moraga
Way, 7 p.m., for parents, educators and the community. Visit www.acalanes.k12.ca.us/

Board Meeting, Orinda Union School District, 8 Altarinda Road, 6 p.m. Visit www.
16  Spring Musical, Miramonte High School Theatre, 7 to 9:30 p.m. Also March 17 and 24,
Talent Show, Del Rey Elementary School, 25 El Camino Moraga, 6 p.m., in Multipurpose
Room. Visit http://dr-orinda-ca.schoolloop.com.
24 Sleepy Hollow School Musical, at 5 and 7:30 p.m., 20 Washington Lane. Also, Mar. 25
at 2 and 5 p.m. Visit http://sh-orinda-ca.schoolloop.com.

27 Information Session, for prospective students and families, Holden High School, 10

29 Instrumental Music Performance, Miramonte High School Theatre, 750 Moraga Way,

Send calendar items to Maggie Sharpe at m.sharpe66@gmail.com

your home is priced right for its location
and condition, it will be sold before you
know it.

It’s my belief in giving a home a full
week to 12 days on the market before re-
viewing offers. Open houses Saturday and
Sunday for two weekends in a row with a
Tuesday brokers’ tour either between open
house weekends or before the first open

house weekend. You and your realtor will
discuss what is best for your situation.

So now your realtor tells you there is an
offer or there are several to review. This
is where all your hard work and anxiety
pay off.

You accepted an offer, now it’s up to your
realtor to make certain all goes well to the
finish line, the CLOSE!

Coupon Clippers
Shop Locally and Save!
] KIRBY |
CARPET CLEANING

| Cleaning with zero residue since 1979

| 10% Off All Services
| Call 254-2866 today!

www.kirbycarpetcleaning.com

2017
Publication Schedule
Issue Deadline

April 2017 March 5, 2017
May 2017 April 5, 2017

Ad rates are $5 per
line - $10 minimum

There are 32 spaces per line. Count each letter, punctuation mark, and space between words.

Category

Number of Lines

Categories Name

e For Sale Address
Cars )
Musical Instruments City

Zip Phone

Orinda News classified ads ...

Your ad in The Orinda News reaches 9,000 households and businesses in Orinda!

Email

Sports Equipment
Miscellaneous

Write your ad in the boxes below with one letter, space or punctuation mark in each box. Cost is
$5 per line: $10 minimum.

» Help Wanted
¢ Household Services

Caregivers

Domestics
House-Sitting

e Instruction

Music Lessons

Tutors
Miscellaneous

e Pets

e Pet Care
¢ Rentals

e Services
¢ Vacation Rentals/
Home Exchanges

your receipt.
* Wanted

Enclose your check payable to The Orinda Association and mail to Orinda News, P.O. Box 97, Orinda,
CA 94563. We reserve the right to reject any ad. Classified ads must be prepaid. Your cancelled check is
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¢ BUZZ from page 16

awards during the luncheon.

Business of the Year award goes to Land
Home Financial Services, a private mort-
gage banker headquartered in Concord.
With 80 branches nationwide, Land Home
Financial Services opened its Orinda of-
fice in 2013 on the street level of Theatre
Square, next door to Piccolo Napoli.

“Land Home Financial Services’ lending
model is driven by local relationships, com-
munity prosperity and interconnectedness,”
says Angela Erves, Orinda branch manager.
“With resources geared for homebuyers,
real estate agents, mortgage brokers and
builders, our services span the spectrum
of commercial and retail lending, offering
specialized products to meet the unique
needs of the community of Orinda. We feel
we serve as a bridge between business and
the community.”

Land Home Orinda annually hosts two
chamber events, provides their space to
the Orinda Action Day committee, in addi-
tion to sponsoring Orinda’s Fourth of July
Parade, Action Day, and the NorCal Kids
Triathlon each year. For more information
about Land Home Financial Services,
visit www.lhfs.com or www.facebook.com/
LandHomeFinancialServices. Erves can be
reached at 925-885-6604.

The Orinda Chamber honors Sanvitalia
Home & Garden as New Business of the
Year. Established by Helen Bentkowski
in late 2015, this charming boutique gift
shop is located across the way from Sweet
Dreams Toy Shop in Theatre Square. Cus-
tomers always receive excellent, friendly
service, as they discover an array of unusual
and fine items from far-flung corners of
the world. Bentkowski inspires with her
enthusiasm for plants, floral arrangements
and home and garden decorations.

Leelye Tesfamariam, who has been
working for years with Bentkowski, man-
ages the Orinda boutique when the owner
is at her other business, Terrace Gifts and
Coffee, in Oakland. “Helen and her staft go
out of their way to help you find the perfect
gift,” says Kate Wiley, Orinda Association
membership chair. “They designed a succu-
lent plant arrangement for me after helping
me select the perfect vessel. Their orchids
are always high quality and long lasting.
The staff is extremely friendly and helpful.”

For more information, visit www.san-
vitaliahomeandgarden.com, email Bent-
kowski at sanvitaliahg @ gmail.com or call

Thinking about Buying or Selling
Utilize Your Local Realtors!
Rodney & Ursula Lal,
Broker / Realtor
Orinda Residents since 2007

925-366-8077

IH H PRIME VINTAGE
REALTY

www.OrindaHomes.net
15 Altarinda Rd., Ste. 202 - Orinda

925-366-8077
RodneyLal@PrimeVintageRealty.com

SALLY HOGARTY
Helen Bentkowski, the owner of Sanvitalia Home
and Garden, won the Chamber’s New Business of
the Year Award.

925-258-6900. Sanvitalia Home & Garden
is open every day, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The Orinda Chamber will honor longtime
Orinda resident Susan Garell as Ambassa-
dor of the Year. A veteran broadcast news
reporter and producer for Business Now,
and former equity analyst, Garell rede-
signed her career with the goal of serving
her community by producing video shorts
for local businesses.

Garell has been a Chamber ambassador
for many years and in 2016 went far and
beyond all expectations by creating, on a
volunteer basis, videos for the Chamber
of Commerce, and by conducting a video
for small business training for Chamber
members. Orinda Chamber member and
CPA Susan Hurrell commented about the
training, “Absolutely wonderful. Lots and
lots of information was presented by a
very skilled and talented resource.” View
the videos on the Chamber’s YouTube
channel at: www.youtube.com/channel/
UCelUzzOF17r4f23RyfTcXrw.

For more information, visit Garell’s
website at www.susangarellvideos.com.

On a completely different note, the world
can definitely use more cupcakes. While
we are sad to see Republic of Cake owners
Peter McNiff and Chih-Chung Fang pull up
stakes and wish them well in their travels,
readers will be pleased to know they have
sold their wonderful bakery to Lindsay
Pirkle, who is committed to continuing the
founders’ vision. Let there be cupcakes.

PIBEULU

) 0 \ /00

NAPOLI

Pizza Pn.u'.a g‘e:m

March Cocktail Special
“The Irish Mule”
Mint-Infused Irish Whiskey

*Full Bar & Specialty Cocktails
*Thin-Crust Neapolitan Pizzas
*New Entrée Specials
*Homemade Pasta, Soup,
Salad and Dessert!

Delivery in Orinda
Nightly 5:00 — 8:00 pm
(Catering Available)

www.piccolo-napoli.com

Lunch Wed-Sun 11:30 am - 5:00 pm
Dinner Nightly 5:00 - 9:00 pm
Fri-Sat ‘til 10:00 pm
2 Theatre Square, #144 Orinda
(925) 253-1225

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONE WORK
CONCRETE WORK

DECKS

FENCES

LANDSCAPE Co. INC. PATIOS
LICENSE# B818633

LAWNS

PONDS

Phone Cell

9252589233 510847 6160

CLEAN UP &
HAULING

CLCA

LICENSED
INSURED,

BLUERIDGELC.COM

MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.* CECELIA THOMAS, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation
96 Davis Road, #5 - Orinda, CA 94563

9235.254.0824

Taking care of all your denta.lneed.sforyou and your family.

Emphasizing cosmetic dentistry with implants, and Invisalign.
Nitrous oxide is available. Consultations are complementary.

Orinda Shell Auto Care

- Complete Auto Care -
Scheduled Maintenance - Smog -
Air Conditioning - Electrical Repairs -
Brakes and Suspension - Warranty
Repair - Wheel Alignments -

Free Shuttle Service
Walking Distance from BART

Celebrating Over 15 Years in Business

Thank You Orinda!

925 254-1486 * fax 925 254-3427

eve
9 Orinda Way

e-mail orindashell@sbcglobal.net ™
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March Clothing Sale and Swap

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

Combining the opportunity to swap or
purchase clothing with donations to
local worthy nonprofits, two local residents
have hit upon a unique fundraising oppor-
tunity with their annual clothing Sale and
Swap. This year’s event takes place on Mar.
4, from 10 a.m. — 2 p.m., at St. Stephen’s
Church, 66 St. Stephens Dr., in Orinda.

Pacific Union Realtors Barbara Corsi
and Holly Henkel began the venture seven
years ago. Since that time, they have not
only helped Orinda residents find quality
wardrobe items, they have also given cash
donations to Wardrobe for Opportunity,
the Princess Project, White Pony and St.
Stephen’s Church.

“We are looking for fancy jewelry,
purses, wraps and new or gently used
gowns in excellent condition in all fabrics,
sizes and colors for the Princess Project,”
says Henkel. The nonprofit promotes
self-confidence and individual beauty by

Tom Romaneck Painting

It’s a great time to freshen
up your interior.

Meticulous Preparation & Finish Work
INT/EXT. and Deck Restoration
Excellent References « Owner Operated
Free Estimates

Look for me on Yelp!

925-323-9908

TRomaneck@yahoo.com
Lic. #922081|

TAVERNA

PELLEGRINI

LUNCH
Tuesday - Friday
11:30am - 2pm

DINNER
Everyday
4pm - 10pm

Bar Happy Hour 3y
Live Music Saturday
Early Bird Dinner
Take out available

65 Moraga W
Orinda, CA 9456¢
Tel: 926 4200
): 1204
www.tavernapellegrini.com

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Holly Henkel (L) and Barbara Corsi will present
the 7th annual Clothing Swap and Sale on Mar. 4
at St. Stephen’s Church.

providing prom dresses and accessories
to high school girls who cannot otherwise
afford them.

The twosome also welcomes business-
appropriate clothes for Wardrobe for
Opportunity, a nonprofit that empowers
low-income individuals with new interview
skills, professional clothing and career
support.

Henkel and Corsi encourage people to
bring quality wardrobe items, freshly laun-
dered, and in very good condition. Shoes
and accessories are also welcome.

Those contributing items to swap or sell
can drop them off on Mar. 3 from 5 — 7
p-m. The “Happy Hour” drop-off includes a
chance to enjoy refreshments while pricing
items and participating in a pre-sale.

“We will deliver and donate anything
you leave to Wardrobe for Opportunity,”
adds Corsi.

For more information, email Henkel at
holly @hollyhenkel.com.

PELLEGRINI
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Business Buzz

To send items for consideration, email
Hotz at v.hotz@att.net.

Bamboo Spa Opens in Theatre Square

Just last month Vy (pronounced Vee)
Nguyen and her husband Ho Van opened
the doors of their premiere spa therapy
treatment establishment - Bamboo Spa —
on the street level of Theatre Square, next
door to Serika and across the way from
Coldwell Banker.

VALERIE HOTZ
Vy Nguyen and her husband Ho Van are the own-
ers of Bamboo Spa now in Theatre Square.

The couple owns two other salons in
the East Bay and has been in the business
since 1991. “We offer manicure, pedicure
and waxing services, with an emphasis on
a relaxing, therapeutic experience, espe-
cially concentrating on our spa services
for legs and feet,” says Nguyen. The newly
remodeled premises feature an abundance
of gorgeous pink and yellow orchids,
indoor bamboo plants and excellent light-
ing throughout the spa. The strains of jazz
music contribute further to this soothing
environment.

“Other salons provide hurried, quick-
pace manicures and pedicures, but we
prefer our clients to be able to relax, enjoy
a glass of wine and spend from 45 minutes
to two hours here for their luxurious treat-
ment,” she says.

The menu offers a variety of delightful

coLDWeLL
BANKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE]

Putting a Personal Face

on Local Business
Valerie Hotz

www.95hamptonrd.com

treatments to select from, including the
Lavender Spa Pedicure with lovely aro-
matic lavender sea salts gently exfoliating
and removing dead skin from feet and legs,
and the Hot Stone Spa, which incorporates
an organic scrub with hot stones gently
massaging pressure points along the feet
and lower legs, resulting in the easing of
stress and tension throughout the body. You
definitely want to incorporate the paraffin
wax treatment into your pedicure, which
involves encasing feet and lower legs in
soothing warm paraffin wax.

“For our manicure clients, we offer
14-day-wear long-lasting polish, as well as
gel-like polish that requires an LED lamp
to cure the finish. Clients like this treat-
ment immensely,” points out Nguyen. “At
the same time, we place heavy emphasis
on our spa experience, providing hot stone
treatment, therapeutic neck wrap to soothe
muscles and nerves.” She says that clients
need to try the spa pedicure, because words
alone do not do it justice.

Nguyen, and her husband, Ho Van, are
outdoor enthusiasts and like to spend time
fishing whenever possible. They especially
enjoy hiking with their two dogs, Pepper
and Banana.

Bamboo Spa is open Monday — Friday,
10a.m. to 7 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more information and
to book an appointment, call 925-386-0734.

Orinda Chamber of Commerce Honors

Businesses
The annual Orinda Rotary Club and
Orinda Chamber of Commerce luncheon
takes place on Wednesday, March 1, in
the Founders’ Auditorium at the Orinda
Community Center, featuring the State of
the City address by Mayor Eve Phillips.
The event gets underway at 11:30 a.m. and
concludes at 1:30 p.m. Lunch is $20 and
reservations are required. Purchase tickets
now by visiting the Rotary website at http://
orindarotary.org. The Orinda Chamber of
Commerce will present the 2016 business
[See BUZZ page 15]

agnificent country estate built in 2006. The Perfect mix of a well
designed active equestrian facility and magnificent country home and
grounds. The home is filled with natural light, views and an inviting wrap
around covered porch. Plus it is just a short walk to the Briones trail head
access, no need to load your horses. All weather footing in the illumi-
nated arena. Four stall barn with paddocks plus activity room and loft.
Only minutes to Orinda and Lafayette, and the best, an
amazing well and water supply!

Suzanne Toner Geoffrion
925-699-4832
CalBRE# 01878803



