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D E C I D I N G  O N  A  Q U E S T I O N  T O  A S K

When thinking about the LGBTQ+ population, there are a variety of topics 

you could focus your research topic on. These may include (but are not 

limited to):

It is also worth deciding the scope of your research question. Do you want to 

limit your findings to only the US LGBTQ population, or do you want to think 

more globally?

• Life satisfaction
• Health 
• Life expectancy
• Location

• Income
• Education
• Age
• Ethnicity/gender/sexuality



D AT A S E T S  M A Y  L O O K  L I K E …

              

Survey responses Quantitative Data

Examples may include:

- Population size
- # of individuals per 

group (ex. age, 
education level, etc.)

- Annual income

Note: you do not have to use all questions in a survey 
dataset; pick what is most relevant to your question.

Examples may include:

- assessing satisfaction with 
current policy/law

- measuring mental health 
through a scale (ex. score 
from 1-10)

Something to keep in mind:
Make sure to pay attention to the date of publication on the datasets! It is most preferable to use recent datasets.



S O M E  U S - B A S E D  D AT A S E T S

Same-Sex Couples 
Census Data

http://www.lgbtdata.com 

https://data.gov

Useful for questions on:
income, education level, 

location

Useful for questions on:
sexuality and gender 

orientation distribution, crime 
rates, drug abuse, and HIV/AIDS 

Useful for questions on:
sexual violence, crime (hate crimes) 
incidence, health and demographic 

distributions

https://www.census.gov/topics/families/same-sex-couples.html
https://www.census.gov/topics/families/same-sex-couples.html
http://www.lgbtdata.com/
https://data.gov/


S O M E  G L O B A L  D AT A S E T S

              

https://www.data.gov.uk
https://gateway.euro.who.i
nt/en/datasets/

https://www.who.int/data/gho/gho-
search

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D AT A S E T S  
( E X .  E U R O P E )

Useful for questions on:
disease incidence, lifespan 

Useful for questions on:
location, gender and sexual 

orientation distribution, 
sexual health/disease 

incidence

https://www.data.gov.uk/
https://gateway.euro.who.int/en/datasets/
https://gateway.euro.who.int/en/datasets/
https://www.who.int/data/gho/gho-search
https://www.who.int/data/gho/gho-search


E x a m p l e  Q u e s t i o n  1 :  D o  L G B T Q +  P o l i c y  S c o r e s  D i f f e r  B e t w e e n  
R e d  a n d  B l u e  S t a t e s ?

Website: Mapping LGBTQ 

Equality: 2010 to 2020, United 

States

Click here to view 
before downloading

Observe this column

You can click here 
to download the 
data for analysis!

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/RCMD/studies/37877
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/RCMD/studies/37877
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/RCMD/studies/37877


Website: Scoring Explanation

E x a m p l e  Q u e s t i o n  1 :  D o  L G B T Q +  P o l i c y  S c o r e s  D i f f e r  B e t w e e n  
R e d  a n d  B l u e  S t a t e s ?

Click here & choose any state

After choosing a state you can scroll to find context for the 
scoring. It will show policies that contribute to positive points 
and those that contribute to negative points. Each state has a 
scoring breakdown if you want to compare specific policies.

You can also scroll on the opening 
page to find a breakdown of the color 

coding for the map

https://www.mapresearch.org/equality-maps


Website: ICPSR Data Excellence 

Research Impact (This resource 

contains a lot of survey data!)

Search: LGBTQ

Results give several LGBTQ+ Datasets:

E x a m p l e  Q u e s t i o n  2 :  D o  D i f f e r e n t  G r o u p s ( H e t e r o s e x u a l  v s  
L G B T Q + )  h a v e  D i f f e r e n t  V i e w s  o n  h o w  W e l c o m i n g  T h e i r  

E n v i r o n m e n t  I s ?

Explore this dataset
It can be helpful to sort by what you will be 

using to analyze (R can also be useful for turning 
data into csv files that can then be made into 

excel files! – See slide 13 for a how to!)

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/


Select Download & choose how you want 
to download it

E x a m p l e  Q u e s t i o n  2 :  D o  D i f f e r e n t  G r o u p s ( H e t e r o s e x u a l  v s  
L G B T Q + )  h a v e  D i f f e r e n t  V i e w s  o n  h o w  W e l c o m i n g  T h e i r  

E n v i r o n m e n t  I s ?

Open the downloaded files:

The codebook & questionnaire will be helpful for 

understanding how to interpret the data and the R file will 

be the actual data to analyze

Open this to 
analyze in R or 
to turn into a 
CSV file for 

excel analysis



E x a m p l e  Q u e s t i o n  2 :  D o  D i f f e r e n t  G r o u p s ( H e t e r o s e x u a l  v s  
L G B T Q + )  h a v e  D i f f e r e n t  V i e w s  o n  h o w  W e l c o m i n g  T h e i r  

E n v i r o n m e n t  I s ?

Data

Working with the data, questionnaire, and codebook can be 
helpful to give context to the data. This is not only helpful for 

LGBTQ+ data but much of the data you find online! 

Questionnaire Codebook

In the column V05_01 it will indicate 
heterosexual as “No” or “Yes” – You can find 
more information about the context of the 
data in the questionnaire and codebook!



Website: Our World in Data

Search: LGBTQ

Results give several LGBTQ Resources:

E x a m p l e  Q u e s t i o n  3 :  W h i c h  
C o n t i n e n t  h a s  t h e  H i g h e s t  L G B T Q +  E q u a l i t y  I n d e x ?

Explore this resource

https://ourworldindata.org/


E x a m p l e  Q u e s t i o n  3 :  W h i c h  
C o n t i n e n t  h a s  t h e  H i g h e s t  L G B T Q +  E q u a l i t y  I n d e x ?

Download full data as CSV (can be made into 
excel file or imported to programs to analyze) 
and analyze

If you see a chart that you would 
like the data from, click here!



T u r n i n g  a n  R  F i l e  i n t o  a  C S V  F i l e

Check out this website if you want more 
details on the code for R File → CSV file 

In the grey area of the R notebook type in 
a code similar to this!

Uploads a package to help with 
making a CSV file for large data The name of 

your R file

Denotes file download 

location and file name at the 

end, see how it matches the 

downloaded file below!

Select after 

opening R file 

(shown in slide 9)

Select to 

open R 

notebook 

to input 

code Select 

to open 

CSV

https://www.statology.org/export-data-frame-to-csv-in-r/
https://www.statology.org/export-data-frame-to-csv-in-r/


T u r n i n g  a  C S V  f i l e  i n t o  a n  E x c e l  F i l e
Select

Select

Select to save as a .xlsx file 
and press save. You have now 
successfully saved your R file 
as an excel file! (This can be 
helpful for any data, not just 

LGBTQ+ data!)
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