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A Word from Our Pastors

St. John’s Lutheran Church
In the City for Good!
Phone 515.243.7691

Pastor Bob Speirs
“When the wise men had heard the king, they set out; there ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over
the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped,
they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road.” Matthew 2:9-12

Staff
Larry Christensen
Director of Music and Worship
larryc@stjohnsdsm.org
Megan Clausen
Director of Youth Ministry
meganc@stjohnsdsm.org
Beth Ann Edwards
Director of Arts, Handbells,
& Youth Choirs
bethann@stjohnsdsm.org
Amber Jackson-Elwer
Nursery Coordinator
amberbeth22@yahoo.com
Carol Fisher
Accounts Receivable
financeoffice@stjohnsdsm.org
John Kelly
Security / Maintenance
Amanda Kuhlman
Nursery
Scott LaBlanc
Director of Parish Operations
scottl@stjohnsdsm.org
Kim Lamb
Front Office Manager
receptionist@stjohnsdsm.org
Jeff McNeeley
Security / Maintenance
Katie Tippins
Hospitality & Outreach
katietippins@stjohnsdsm.org
Leslie Moeller
Maintenance Supervisor
lesmoeller@stjohnsdsm.org
Tien Pham
Accounts Payable
tien@stjohnsdsm.org
Sheryl Reed
Director of Children’s Ministries
sherylreed@stjohnsdsm.org
Nancy Stafford
Principal Organist
Darla Stiles
Christian Involvement
darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday
9:00 am – 5:00 p.m.,
4:00 p.m. Friday
Saturday
9:00 am – 12:00 p.m.
Next Eagle Call Deadline
January 22 at 12 p.m.
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It was like clockwork. It happened every year, and for as many years as I can remember. It was
usually the week after Christmas that Terri and I would receive an invitation in the mail, a card
with the beautiful artwork of John August Swanson on the cover, announcing the date for the
annual Epiphany party that was held by Pastor Bob Nervig, my friend, mentor and the pastor I
worked with for many years. Pastor Bob loved Advent and Christmas celebrations, and he didn’t
want this season to pass by too quickly without the continuing reminder of God coming down
to humanity, to both Jews and Gentiles alike, in a very unique and extraordinary way – as a
child in a lowly manger.
So the invitations went out, and the crowd would gather at Pastor Bob’s home, first at the
parsonage in Brooklyn and later, after his retirement, at his apartment (amiably called the
“Treehouse”) overlooking Lake Calhoun in Minneapolis, MN. Those of us who gathered for
this celebration were old friends and new friends, relatives, a great variety of pastor friends, lay
folk and even some of the young people from congregation he was attending at the time. We all
came together to share in Pastor Bob’s hospitality, the wonder of the season, the Gospel story, the
stories shared, the marvelous food and fine music. At the end of the evening, we were thankful
for new friendships made, old relationships rekindled and the gracious welcome.
These parties could not have come at a better time – with the joy and excitement of Christmas
and the New Year winding down and the physical and emotional fatigue that inevitably follow
– and I know that bringing warmth and light to an otherwise cold and dark evening was the
pastor’s purpose. (Think about the fitting words of the hymn, “In the Bleak Mid-Winter,” … In
the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; Snow
had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago.) We indeed needed
something to perk us up, and these parties were helpful. They served as a reminder of who we
are, and to whom we belong.
This is what Epiphany is all about, God revealing his essence to all of humanity, and why we
rejoice in Jesus Christ with love, grace and mercy. It is what we were being reminded of and
celebrating at those Epiphany parties each year, God offering to his creation his hospitality,
blessing and peace, God in Christ made manifest.
It was the light and brightness of that star that led the magi to see for themselves the newborn
king, to praise God, to offer their gifts, and to return home sharing with others the promise of
God fulfilled … the gift of salvation in Jesus Christ. This is also our hope and joy, the warmth
and light we all share and celebrate during this season of Epiphany.
Thanks be to God, and have a happy and a wonderful New Year.
Blessings and peace,
Pastor Bob
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From Our Council President
Happy New Year! I want to thank our retiring council
members: Ellen Fisher, Gary Marker, Gemechisa
Mosa, Linda Rieck and Janet Witte. They have shared
their wisdom, time and talent with all of us during the
past several years. Next, I want to welcome our newly
elected members: Deb Donald, Peter Kitundu, Judy
Latessa and alternate Lindsey Ludwig (Jim Bernau and
I were re-elected). And I want to thank those council
members who are continuing to serve: Linda Bets,
Megan Hartwig, Neil Olson, Dan Corron, Jim Blume,
Julia Morrissey, Mary Ann Larsen, Kris Joy and Mike Hanna.
On Jan. 12, the 2013 council will hold an all-day retreat. After an orientation
for new members and getting acquainted with everyone, we will have a Bible
study. I always look forward to the Bible study and our monthly devotions.
Not only is it a chance to learn about the text but also to gain insight through
the thoughts of others. Later in the day, we will review the preliminary 2013
Ministry Plan (revenue and expenses) and discuss our goals for the year.
As of this writing, we do not have a final tabulation of the Estimates of
Giving for 2013. Based on estimate-of-giving cards so far received, individual
pledges are up. Hopefully, more cards will be returned soon to help with our
program planning. There may be tough decisions to make, but we will present
a balanced budget to the congregation at our annual meeting on Feb. 3.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Looking Ahead...
Senior Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman will
take a sabbatical leave this summer, beginning the
first of May and continuing through mid-July. All
clergy and rostered leaders in the ELCA are eligible
for sabbaticals at a time mutually agreed upon with
their congregational leadership – usually every
seven years.
This will be the first sabbatical Pastor Mithelman
has taken in her nearly 30 years of ministry, the
last eight of which have been served at St. John’s.
More details regarding Pastor Mithelman’s plans
will be available this spring.

Financials
A statement of our financial position can now be
obtained in the weekly bulletin or by contacting
the church office.

NOTICE: All who give stock or other types of
investments to St. John’s, please be advised that
St. John’s has moved its investment portfolio from
Please contact any council member to share your thoughts and give feedback. Ameritrade to Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
We ask for your prayers, support and comments to help us lead the mission (MSSB). When gifting please use the following
information to make transfers to MSSB: MSSB’s
of St. John›s. We are in the City for Good!
DTC number is: 0418. MSSB’s account number
is: 461-00524-1-9-013. The name on the MSSB
Kris Gregersen
account is: St. John’s Lutheran Church. Those
2012 Council President
making a contribution of stocks or other equities,
please notify the finance office at financeoffice@
stjohnsdsm.org or call 515-243-7691. New rules do
not allow brokers to identify donors without prior
Important notice for all Thrivent Policy Holders: If you have received notice approval from the donor.
that you have Choice Dollars to spend, consider directing Thrivent to allocate
them to St. John’s. Last year’s Choice Dollars were used to fund the St. John’s Thank you for your generous and continued
van ministry providing transportation to worship for folks who otherwise support of the ministries of St. John’s Lutheran
wouldn’t be able to attend; funding the Beloved Community so that everyone Church.
could come on Wednesday evenings for a free meal and building community;
and to assist in funding St. John’s Fine Arts programming. The congregational
council has the authority to decide where the Choice Dollars are used. If you
D id you know ?
have a preference, speak to a member of the council.

Thrivent Choice Dollars

Don’t put off doing this since it is a requirement that you designate; otherwise
the dollars St.John’s would get to enhance its ministry will be lost. Last year
St. John’s received around $8,000 from Thrivent. If everyone who had Choice
Dollars to spend designated that they be allocated to St. John’s we would
receive an estimated $20,000.

St. John’s offers Wi-Fi
from Weertz to DDI.
Just look for the STJOHNS
wireless network and use
‘inthecity’ for the passcode.

Make it a priority today to visit Thrivent at Thrivent.com/choicedollars or
call 800-847-4836 and ask them to allocate your Choice Dollars to St. John’s
Lutheran Church, Des Moines, Iowa.
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Prepare for Worship
Sunday, Jan. 6,
“Epiphany of Our Lord”
Epiphany means “manifestation.” On this day, we celebrate the
revelation of Christ to the Gentiles – that is, to all nations. Some
Christian traditions celebrate three great epiphanies on this day:
the magi’s adoration of the Christ child, Jesus’ baptism in the
Jordan River and his first miracle – in which he changes water
into wine. The word and sacraments are for us the great epiphany
of God’s grace and mercy. We go forth to witness to the light that
shines brightly in our midst.
The readings are Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14, Ephesians
3:1-12 and Matthew 2:1-12. The hymns will be ELW 665, “Rise,
Shine, You People!” ELW 311, “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,”
ELW 302, “As with Gladness Men of Old,” stanzas 1 and 3, and
ELW 677, “This Little Light of Mine.” The music at 10 a.m.,
during the offering, will be the Adult Choir singing “The Three
Kings,” by Peter Cornelius – with Erik Horak-Hult singing the
counter tenor solo. Adult Choir will then sing Mendelssohn’s
“There Shall a Star Come Out of Jacob” during communion.
Sunday, Jan. 13,
“The Baptism of Our Lord,” Lectionary 1
The Baptism of Our Lord cannot help but recall our own and
all baptismal blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as
daughters and sons, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised
company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters …
the rivers … fire.” On this day the heavens open again, for this
assembly, and we receive the gift of the beloved Son of God in
bread and wine.
The readings are Isaiah 43:1-7, Psalm 29, Acts 8:14-17 and Luke
3:15-17, 21-22, and the first hymn will be ELW 308, “O Morning
Star, How Fair and Bright!” Then we will sing ELW 305, “When
Jesus Came to Jordan,” and ELW 551, “The Spirit Sends Us Forth
to Serve.” During offering at 10 a.m., the Adult Choir will sing
“Lo, the Heavens Were Opened,” by Daniel Burton, and during
communion Adult Choir will perform ELW 450, “I Bind unto
Myself Today.”
Sunday, Jan. 20,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday, observed,
and the 150th Anniversary of the
Emancipation Proclamation
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is remembered as an American
prophet of justice among the races and nations, a Christian whose
faith undergirded his advocacy of vigorous, yet nonviolent, action
for racial equality. A pastor of churches in Montgomery, AL, and
Atlanta, GA, his witness was taken to the streets in such other
places as Birmingham, AL, where he was arrested and jailed
while protesting against segregation. He preached nonviolence
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and demanded that love be returned for hate. Awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1964, he was killed by an assassin on April 4,
1968. While most commemorations are held on the date of the
person’s death, many churches hold this one near Dr. King’s Jan.
15th birthday in conjunction with the American civil holiday
honoring him.
The hymns will be ELW 677, “This Little Light of Mine,” ELW
650, “In Christ There is No East or West,” ELW 860, “I’m So
Glad Jesus Lifted Me,” and ELW 710, “Let Streams of Living
Justice.” At 10 a.m. the gospel acclamation will be “O Freedom,”
a South African freedom song. Kisasa will present the offering
music, and the adult choir will sing “Give Me Jesus,” a spiritual
arranged by Larry Fleming.
Sunday, Jan. 27,
Third Sunday after Epiphany, Lectionary 3
The Glory of the Lord is revealed in the reading of scripture. People
stand at attention. People weep. People prostrate themselves in
prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection of the glory
of God. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the
person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the
glory of God.
The readings are Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10, Psalm 19, 1
Corinthians 12:12-31a and Luke 4:14-21. The hymns are ELW
239, “Hark, the Glad Sound!” ELW 311, “Hail to the Lord’s
Annointed,” ELW 486, “God Extends an Invitation,” and ELW
314, “Arise, Your Light Has Come!”

Arts Ministries
Performing Arts Series
The next Performing Arts Series
concert is scheduled for Saturday, Feb.
9, at 7:30 p.m., in the Sanctuary at St.
John’s. Join us for a concert of Caribbean
music with steel pans and choir.
The first half of the program will be presented by Tropical Steel,
directed by Stan Dahl. The second half will be highlights from
Glenn McClure’s “St. Francis of the Americas: A Caribbean
Mass” with Tropical Steel and the St. John’s Vocal Choir, directed
by St. John’s Director of Worship and Music Larry Christensen.
The concert is free and open to the public; a free-will offering
will be taken. If you are interested in singing with the choir,
please contact Larry at 243-7691 or larryc@stjohnsdsm.org.

Continued on Page 5
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Artist of the Month

Continued from Page 4

Handbell Repair Fundraiser Update
Donations and adoptions abound! We are well on
our way to the $10,000 goal for a total handbell
refurbishment and repair. Thank you to all who
have contributed. If you are considering a donation
or adoption – or know of someone who might be
willing to support our handbell program – a fact
sheet and donation form can be downloaded from
the St. John’s website at http://www.stjohnsdsm.
org/finearts/.
Our three active handbell choirs are vibrant and
growing, and members are looking forward to
ringing with newly refurbished bells. Each choir
rehearses weekly and provides worship music at
least monthly. In addition, the adult handbell choir
provided pre-service music on Christmas Eve. If
you are interested in ringing at St. John’s, contact
Beth Ann Edwards at bethann@stjohnsdsm.org.

January’s Artist of the Month
is Tim Quinn, who has been
creating art for 48 years. Tim
enjoys working in a variety of
media, including oil, acrylic
and watercolor. He works on
numerous surfaces, including
canvas, wood, cardboard,
paper and stretched blue jeans.
Painting is therapeutic for him;
he paints from memories, inner
thoughts, feelings and dreams. Tim also finds inspiration for his work in
people, stories, music lyrics and poems as well as his military career. His
paintings are filled with assorted textures and numerous layers, which have
multiple meanings.
Upcoming Artists of the Month
•
•
•

February: Janet Pittman, Art of Quilting.
March: A collaborative painting and mixed-media installation on the
theme of Lent, produced by children and youth of St. John’s Lutheran
Church.
April: A shared art and art auction. St. John’s members and friends are
invited to donate art and photography from their private collections or
specially created for this exhibit. The art will be sold by silent auction
with proceeds benefiting the Arts at St. John’s.

2013 Midweek Music Series

New Rehearsal Times for
Chamber Orchestra & Blower Room Brass
The new Sunday morning service schedule means
the Chamber Orchestra and Brass Quartet will
need to change their practice times. So for January
Blower Room Brass will rehearse from 9 to 9:50
a.m. in their usual space, and Chamber Orchestra
will practice after the 10 a.m. service at 11 a.m. We
will try this for a month and see how it works for
the players.

Audio
Sermons

Now available at
stjohnsdsm.org or
subscribe on iTunes.

The 2013 Midweek Music Series begins Jan. 2
with perennial favorites Tom, Carol and Sue
Hudson. Their concert will include pieces by
Claude Debussy, Lukas Foss and others. The
following Wednesdays in January include
dance, piano, Ballyhoo Foxtrot Orchestra and
more!
Concerts begin at 12:05 p.m. every Wednesday
in the Sanctuary and are free and open to the
public. A light lunch ($6 per person) is served
at 12:30 p.m. in Weertz Hall. Shake the winter
blues and blahs by joining us for uplifting
music and fellowship.
January Schedule
•
•
•
•
•

Jan. 2 - Tom Hudson, cello, and Sue
Hudson, piano
Jan. 9 - Kathleen Hurley and Paula
McArthur, dancers
Jan. 16 - Ray Songayllo, piano
Jan. 23 - Ballyhoo Foxtrot Combo, John Benoit, leader
Jan. 30 - IMTA District Piano Audition winners
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Small Groups

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Questions? Contact Darla Stiles, Small Groups Coordinator
243.7691 or darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org

CALENDAR
Saturday Morning Bible Study: Saturdays, Jan. 5, 12, 19 and 26, 8:30 a.m.,
location to be announced. Contacts: Ellen Fisher, ellenfisher123@gmail.com,
and Rod Snavely, rsnavely@aol.com.
Zumba: Session runs Monday, Jan. 7, through Monday, Feb. 25, 5 to 5:45 p.m.,
third-floor multi-purpose room at church. Licensed Zumba teacher. Free.
Contact Darla Stiles, darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org.
Hardanger: Wednesdays, Jan. 9 and 23, 9 a.m., Neumann Hall at church.
Quilting: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m., Room 308 at church.
EAGLES: Friday, Jan. 11, noon, potluck and planning session, Neumann Hall
at church.
St. John’s Social Club: Sunday, Jan. 13, 3 p.m., planning session, home of Gary
and Delaine Marker, 106 Balfour Dr., Norwalk.
Lunch Bunch II: Wednesday, Jan. 16, 12:30 p.m., location to be announced.
Lunch Bunch I: Thursday, Jan. 17, 11:30 a.m., location to be announced.
St. John’s Networking: Monday, Jan. 21, 5:30 p.m., Gateway Market, Des
Moines. Contact: Ellen Fisher, ellenfisher123@gmail.com.
WIRED Night Out: Tuesday, Jan. 22, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Jacque Warming’s
house, 3827 128th St., Urbandale, game night.
Recreational Reading: Wednesday, Jan. 23, 4:30 p.m., Rose Holm at church.
Scrapbooking: Saturday, Jan. 26, 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Room 8 at church.
Photography: Sunday, Jan. 27, 9 a.m., Neumann Hall at church.
WIRED Luncheon/Program: Sunday, Jan. 27, 11:30 a.m., Neumann Hall at
church.
WIRED Groups: Watch announcement sheets for upcoming dates and
information.
Keep up to date with all events by subscribing to our weekly
email newsletter (sign up on the homepage of our website)
or keep an eye on www.stjohnsdsm.org

MORE INFORMATION
Saturday Morning Bible Study meets Saturdays, Jan. 5, 12, 19 and 26, at
8:30 a.m. at a location to be announced. (Will not Dec. 22 or 29.) For more
information, contact Ellen Fisher at ellenfisher123@gmail.com or Rod Snavely
at rsnavely@aol.com.
Quilting Group meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in Room 308 at church. Anyone
who is interested in quilting, tying or learning how is welcome.
Zumba will begin its second 8-week session starting Monday, Jan.7, from 5 to
5:45 p.m.in the third-floor multi-purpose room at St. John’s. The classes will
be held every Monday through Feb. 25. All are welcome; no Zumba experience
is necessary. There is no charge for this class, so please invite friends.

Hardanger will meet Wednesdays, Jan. 9 and 23,
at 9 a.m. in Neumann Hall at church. If you are
interested, contact Arlene Field at fjeldt@q.com.
EAGLES will meet Friday, Jan. 11, at noon for a
potluck and planning session. Bring a dish to share
and lots of ideas for the coming year. (Place setting
and beverages will be provided.) RSVP to Darla at
darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org or by calling 243-7691.
St. John’s Social Club will meet Sunday, Jan. 13,
at 3 p.m. at the home of Gary and Delaine Marker,
106 Balfour Dr., Norwalk, to plan activities for the
coming year. Bring lots of ideas and a favorite hors
d’oeuvre (beverages will be provided). Also, think
about nominations for president. RSVP to Delaine
at 238-0094 or Gary at 250-2475 or by e-mail at
gramsmkr@hotmail.com.
Lunch Bunch II will meet Wednesday, Jan. 16, at
12:30 p.m. at a location to be announced. If you
are interested in joining this group, contact Janet
Figg at 279-6326 or j.figg@mchsi.com.
Lunch Bunch I will meet Thursday, Jan. 17, at 11:30
a.m. at a location to be announced. New members
are most welcome! Anyone who is interested in
joining the group should reserve a space by calling
Margaret Roby at 288-6304.
St. John’s Networking will meet Monday, Jan.
21, at 5:30 p.m. at Gateway Market. Anyone who
is interested in networking and fellowship is
invited. If you can attend, contact Ellen Fisher at
ellenfisher123@gmail.com.
Recreational Reading is Wednesday, Jan. 23,
at 4:30 p.m. in Rose Holm at church. We are
discussing Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography
of Cancer, by Siddartha Mukherjee.
Scrapbooking will meet Saturday, Jan. 26, between
9:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. in Room 8 at church. Bring
your supplies and photos, and enjoy friends as you
scrap.
Photography will meet Sunday, Jan.27, at 9 a.m.
in Neumann Hall at church. Note the new time
necessitated by the new worship schedule. Our
theme for January is “winter.” Your photographs
can be of holiday events, winter scenes or
something unique that is winter-like.
Continued on Page 7
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Continued from Page 6

WIRED Night Out will meet Tuesday, Jan. 22, at
6:30 p.m. at the home of Jacque Warming, 3827
128th St., Urbandale, for a cozy evening of games
and chatter. If you have a favorite game, bring it
along.
WIRED Sunday gatherings for 2013 have a theme
of “In the City for Good.” They include Jan. 27,
“In the City for Service”; April 28, “In the City for
Fun,” a scavenger hunt in downtown Des Moines;
Oct. 27, “In the City for Soup.” Save the dates by
marking your 2013 calendars now!
For our “In the City for Service” gathering on Jan.
27, we will have a speaker from InSight (kids aging
out of Foster Care). The luncheon and program
will be at 11:30 a.m. in Neumann Hall at church
(note the new place and time). Signups will begin in
January. Cost for the lunch is $10. Instead of paying
the speaker, we are asking you to bring an item or
items from a list of InSight’s needs. The list is on
our website at www.stjohnsdsm.org/Ministries/
Wired.

In the City (and World) for Good!
Give me a pure heart – that I may see Thee;
A humble heart – that I may hear Thee,
A heart of love – that I may serve Thee;
A heart of faith – that I may abide in Thee.
Dag Hammerskjold
As we seek to continue serving the city and the world in this new calendar
year, I want to say a word of thanks for your faithful ministry to our neighbors
who are in any kind of need. Thank you for praying for those who are sick or
grieving, for providing food and companionship to those who are homeless,
for supporting primary school students in northern Tanzania, for sewing
quilts and assembling kits, for regular contributions to the Des Moines
Area Religious Council (DMARC) Emergency Food Pantry and to St. John’s
Good Samaritan Fund, for tending St. John’s Faith Garden, for sponsoring
missionaries, for contacting your legislators, for fixing a meal for new parents
or a grieving spouse – and so much more.
God has given St. John’s a great capacity to love one another, this city and
this world. It is my prayer that – as the prayer above says – our hearts will
grow ever more humble, loving and faithful, so that we may more clearly see,
serve and abide in Christ, present in our neighbor, in the year ahead. Thank
you! Thank you! Thank you! … Pastor Mithelman
•

We need your assistance in hosting homeless families through the
Interfaith Hospitality Network on Tuesday, Jan. 8, and Thursday, Jan.
10, at Windsor Heights Lutheran Church. On those two days, we are
responsible for providing the evening meal and hosting – both in the early
evening and overnight. (Beds are provided for those who stay overnight.
Simply bring a sleeping bag or sheet, blanket and pillow.) There are usually
two to three families in the program, some with small children. We are
privileged to participate in this community-wide ministry of hospitality.

•

The DMARC Emergency Food Pantry recently announced that it is
able to expand the food packages given to families from three days
of food per family to four days of food! This is welcome news, but also
means our donations of food and money must continue to be generous.
Nonperishables placed in the shopping carts in the Narthex are always
welcome, but cash donations are also crucial to this ministry. The pantry
can get six times more food for your dollar than you can at the grocery store,
because they purchase from the Food Bank of Iowa and various wholesalers.

•

And a reminder that Judi Langholz and Pastor Mithelman will visit
our friends in Mramba Lutheran Parish and Usangi Leadership and
Training College in Tanzania in late February. We will receive a second
offering on Sunday, Feb. 17, here at St. John’s to be passed on to the offering
baskets in Mramba on Sunday, Feb. 24! Be ready!!

For all other WIRED groups, check the
announcement sheets each week for details.

Women of the ELCA
Monthly Meetings
All women of the church are
invited to attend our meetings.
The schedule for this month is:
•
•

Sarah Group will meet Jan. 10
at 10 a.m. at Lutheran Hospital’s
conference room.
Lois Group will meet Jan. 3 at 12:30 p.m. in
Neumann Hall at church.

No Outreach Project This Month
There will be no specified outreach for January,
but we will resume in February with the United
Shelter as our project. We wish to thank all of you
who contributed so generously in December to the
Women’s Shelter and Domestic Violence (CFI). The
recipients of these gifts are VERY appreciative!

W ould

you like to receive an

electronic version of the

E agle C all ?

E-mail businessoffice@stjohnsdsm.org and request the
eEagle Call. Help us save on the cost of postage, use
less paper, and see each issue in FULL COLOR.

Page 7

Eagle Call ○ January 2013

Children’s Ministries
You Are Invited to the annual
Epiphany Follow the Star Family Event
The annual Epiphany Follow the Star Family Event will be held
Sunday, Jan. 6, at 8:45 a.m. Meet in the chapel to receive a Magi
Passport and a map that will lead you throughout the church.
Your map will send you on a journey to church locations you
might have never set foot in – like our church basement,
a special pastor’s office and a secret closet!!! During your
journey, you’ll participate in activities that will help you learn
more about the season of Epiphany. We’ll play “We Three Kings”
on the Kristal Bells, and all kids will be invited to the Fireside
Lounge at 9:55 a.m. to play this song as we call the assembly to
worship at the 10 a.m. service.

January Sunday School Schedule:
Jan. 6: Epiphany Follow the Star Family Event
Jan. 13: The Battle of Jericho (Joshua 6:1-20)
Talk about these questions with your child:
• What things do you depend on God for?
• Why is it important to obey God, even when God’s instructions don’t
make sense?
• What do you think the Israelites depended on God for?
Jan. 20: Naomi and Ruth (Ruth 1:1-22)
Talk about these questions with your child:
• What is the longest trip you’ve taken with a friend?
• What is one of your favorite books or stories about friendship?
• Have you ever invited a friend to come with you to church? Why or why not?
Jan. 27: David and Goliath (1 Samuel 17:4-11, 32-50)
Talk about these questions with your child:
• How does God show faith in people when others don’t believe in them?
• Talk about a time when you wanted to try something and other people
didn’t believe in you. How did God help you through it?
• What Bible characters does this story remind you of?
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Youth Ministries
Reminder: Save the Date
for A Red Carpet Affair
Please save the date for the Fifth Annual Youth
Fundraising Auction and Dinner: A Red Carpet
Affair. The event will be Friday, Feb. 22, from 6:30
to 9:30 p.m. at Forte, 615 Third St., Des Moines.
Wear your fanciest outfit and walk the red carpet
to help St. John’s youth! The funds raised will help
confirmation youth to take a service trip to Duluth,
MN, and high school youth to go on a service trip
to San Francisco, CA, both in the summer of 2013.
While we would have liked to go back to the Iowa
State Historical Museum, the terms we received
this past March are no longer available. After
much discussion, it was decided to stay downtown
and move the event to Forte. Cost for the space is
minimal, and we will continue to have our meal
provided by Baratta’s.
That being said, we need donations of items to
auction off! We have a silent auction and a live
auction. We are looking for themed gift baskets,
tickets to events, original artwork and other items
or offers. Do you have a cabin or access to a condo
that we could auction off? Are you a wonderful
cook? You could donate a meal for a set number of
people at your home. Do you have season tickets to
a sporting or arts event and have a set you may not
be able to use? We will take them off your hands!
Do you have a skill that you could teach people
(e.g., how to brew beer, how to make bread or pie,
how to knit, how to play piano)? We would love
to auction off lessons for your talent! Do you have
connections? Can you call in a favor and get us
some “sweet” things to donate? Please do! 
If you want to donate something but need an idea,
contact Megan Clausen at meganc@stjohnsdsm.
org or the auction committee at sjlcyouthdsm@
gmail.com, and we can help you! Please e-mail the
auction committee with anything you are willing
to donate!
Yay for 2013!!! This is going to be a fantastic year
for youth and families of St. John’s!
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Hospitality & Outreach
St. John’s Welcomes
New Members
On Dec. 9, St. John’s
was pleased to welcome
seven new members to
our church family. As Pastor Rachel pointed out,
they each bring unique gifts and talents to our
midst. Please help make them welcome. Below
are their photographs and some information they
wished to share:
Shana Beaudoin
h a s at t end e d
St. John’s for
a few months
and has wasted
no time getting
i nvolved. She
already has helped
w it h B eloved
Community and is eager to join other groups.
Shana works for Perry Reid Properties as a
multi-area property manager. She is physically
active – coaches and plays volleyball. She grew
up in Chicago and loves their sports’ teams and
the beach. Her other interests include cooking,
painting, gardening, volunteering (St. John’s alone
could keep her fulfilled), art, architecture and other
sports. She is a Drake alumnus; the Des Moines
area has been her home since 2002. Shana said
she experienced a sense of comfort and belonging
upon her first visit to St. John’s and immediately felt
welcome. She looks forward to meeting new people
and encourages everyone to greet her. Speaking of
things Shana loves, now we have …
Matt Patrick. Matt is Shana’s fiancé; they will
be married at St. John’s in August. Matt is an
information technology analyst at Nationwide
Insurance. He enjoys sports, including outdoor
hunting and fishing, and spends time volunteering
for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.
He grew up on a farm outside Ottumwa and is an
Iowa Hawkeye fan. Matt confesses he’s not quite
sure how he ended up at St. John’s, but we’re quite
sure Shana had something to do with it. He said
he felt good just being here and wanted to come
back. He says everyone is welcoming, and he feels
like family already.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Rebecca Schmidt lives in Des Moines. She
enjoys traveling, spending time with family,
anything sports (!), snowboarding and
children, which is good, since she is a fifthgrade teacher for the Ankeny Community
School District. Rebecca is a recent graduate
of Iowa State University and an avid Cyclone
fan. (She and fellow new member Matt
Patrick, however, did not get into any rivalry debate during new member
class.) Rebecca was attracted to St. John’s because of its downtown location,
and she had heard about our variety of volunteer activities. She also thinks the
church is beautiful, which is helpful because she recently became engaged to…
Jonathan Schnorr and their wedding will be held here in June. Jonathan,
who also lives in Des Moines, is a financial analyst at Principal. He enjoys
traveling and sports, especially soccer, football, basketball and snowboarding.
He grew up in Minnesota and also is a recent graduate of Iowa State. Smart
man to stay in Des Moines, Jonathan! He also likes the location of St. John’s
– close to home and work. He found appealing the fact that we do mission
work within the downtown area.
Travis Hanson-Pollock currently lives in Mingo,
but is looking forward to moving to Des Moines
soon. He works in distributor services at ING but
has a previous history of working and volunteering
with homeless ministries. He worked with two
ELCA programs, Boarder Servant Corps in Los
Cruces, NM, and Urban Servant Corps in Denver,
CO. Travis likes to write and enjoys photography,
Indie music, writing and social justice. This is why
he came to St. John’s: “The ELCA has been so kind to me. I wanted a forwardthinking church with a traditional service. Also, I love the work done with
the homeless.”
Sara Rink lives in Ankeny and is god-mother
to our own Isla Corron (daughter of Dan and
Rachel), so she comes highly recommended!
Sara lives in Ankeny and is a child-welfare
case manager for the Iowa Department of
Human Services. She enjoys knitting, music,
spending time with friends and reading. Sara
is currently house-sitting for friends with five
cats, so says she is becoming appreciative of
the phrase, “tougher than herding cats!” She was first attracted to St. John’s
by the sense of fellowship; plus her friends recommended us.
Dan Buis, a friend of Sara Rink, also has been attending St. John’s for a
while and decided to make his membership official. Dan lives in Des Moines
and works in customer service in insurance underwriting for Marsh U.S.
Consumer, Mercer. Dan did not list any particular interests, so we will
assume he is open to new activities. St. John’s appealed to him because of
the welcoming nature of our members, the fellowship and the music.
It’s heartening to know that new members are attracted to St. John’s because
of its welcoming members, music, family-like feel and downtown outreach.
Thank you all for making visitors feel welcome and “at home” here at St. John’s.
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Follow the Star
Family Event
Sunday, January 6
8:45 a.m.

February EAGLE
CALL DEADLINE
The deadline for all
Eagle Call information is
Tuesday, January 22.
Please send information
or articles in digital
format, to Scott LaBlanc,
scottl@stjohnsdsm.org.
If you cannot send it by
e-mail, drop it off at the
church office.
Thank you!

