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Eight Days

Worship
Holy Week and Easter, the eight days from the Sunday of Passion (Palm Sunday) through the
Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Sunday), are the center of gravity for the entire Christian
year. All of our worship flows toward and from these services and the events and themes they
narrate. This is both a solemn and deeply joyous time in which we remember, experience and
internalize the salvation God has accomplished through Jesus the Christ, our Lord.

Saturday
5:00 pm

Sunday
8:00 am
10:00 am

Sunday, March 24, Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
Radio Broadcast
KRNT 1350 AM
Sunday Mornings
8:30 am

At the 10 a.m. service, the congregation will assemble in the alley to the west of St. John’s for
the reading from Luke 19:28-40. Then we will process with palms into the worship space,
accompanied by handbells and shouts of “Hosanna! Blessed is He Who Comes in the Name
of the Lord.” We will enter the nave to the hymn, “All Glory, Laud, and Honor,” ELW 344.
Offering music will be by the Adult Handbells, and communion music will be performed
by Cathedral Choir.

Pastors
Rachel Thorson Mithelman

Triduum: The Three Days

Senior Pastor
pastorrachel@stjohnsdsm.org

Thursday, March 28, 12:05 and 7:30 p.m., Maundy
Thursday

Robert Speirs
Associate Pastor
pastorbob@stjohnsdsm.org

The word “Maundy” comes from the same
root as our English word “mandate.” At
the Last Supper Jesus gives to his disciples
“a new commandment” that they love
one another as he has loved them. Then
Jesus shows them what that looks like
in action as he takes off his robe, kneels
before them, and washes his disciples’ feet.
That this made them uncomfortable is
evidenced by Peter’s reaction, “Lord,
you will never wash my feet!” We too
are humbled by the invitation to have
our feet washed as part of this unique

Gene Anderson
Visitation Pastor
pastorgene@stjohnsdsm.org

Website
www.stjohnsdsm.org
The Eagle Call is published
monthly by St. John’s
Lutheran Church, ELCA 600
6th Ave, Des Moines, Iowa
50309-1606.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

St. John’s Lutheran Church

A Word from Our Pastors

In the City for Good!

Pastor Bob Speirs

Phone 515.243.7691

Staff
Larry Christensen
Director of Music and Worship
larryc@stjohnsdsm.org
Megan Clausen
Director of Youth Ministry
meganc@stjohnsdsm.org
Beth Ann Edwards
Director of Arts, Handbells,
& Youth Choirs
bethann@stjohnsdsm.org
Amber Jackson-Elwer
Nursery Coordinator
amberbeth22@yahoo.com
Carol Fisher
Accounts Receivable
financeoffice@stjohnsdsm.org
John Kelly
Security / Maintenance
Amanda Kuhlman
Nursery
Scott LaBlanc
Director of Parish Operations
scottl@stjohnsdsm.org
Kim Lamb
Front Office Manager
receptionist@stjohnsdsm.org
Jeff McNeeley
Security / Maintenance
Katie Tippins
Hospitality & Outreach
katietippins@stjohnsdsm.org
Leslie Moeller
Maintenance Supervisor
lesmoeller@stjohnsdsm.org
Tien Pham
Accounts Payable
tien@stjohnsdsm.org
Sheryl Reed
Director of Children’s Ministries
sherylreed@stjohnsdsm.org
Nancy Stafford
Principal Organist
Darla Stiles
Christian Involvement
darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday
9:00 am – 5:00 p.m.,
4:00 p.m. Friday
Saturday
9:00 am – 12:00 p.m.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9
It was late on Saturday afternoon, and I was slowly beginning to feel the
effects of the antibiotic and cough syrup I was taking for my diagnosed
bronchitis. I was sitting in my recliner when my wife, Terri, said:
“Hey, here’s some good news. I just received a Facebook message from Larry Olson and Karol,
and they’re coming through Des Moines tomorrow afternoon on their way home to South
Dakota. They want to know if we are available for dinner. Do we have anything going on? Can
I accept the offer?”
“I think tomorrow afternoon is clear,” I replied. “Sure, I’d love to see Larry and Karol. Where
should we ask them to meet us?”
“How about we just invite them here,” Terri suggested. “We’ll order pizza, throw together a
salad – you know, keep it simple.”
“Great idea,” I said. “Let’s do it.”
Now, both Terri and I love having company, especially friends who have been so important in our
lives and, in particular, friends we’ve not seen in a long while. But there’s another side to having
friends visit, not necessarily a negative one, but can, on the other hand, be quite stressful. That
is the potential embarrassment of others seeing us in the reality of the disorder and grime we
live with day in and day out: the condition of our home and lives, getting a glimpse of the chaos
that we live with daily, simply because we can’t find the time, or energy, to keep organized – to
do what needs to be done on a regular basis to keep our living space tidy and clean.
With company on the way, alert sirens begin to sound and priority lists are drawn up. Each person
is given his or her individual responsibilities to clean or at least to mask those areas of the house
that our friends are most likely to wander into (bathroom, living room, kitchen, dining room,
and perhaps our daughter’s bedroom in case the friends decide to take us up on the offer to stay
overnight). So the cleaning begins and, as you move along trying at the very least to scrub and
sanitize the surface areas where the grunge is most easily seen, you begin to realize how long
you’ve let things go, how great the need is for a deeper and more substantial cleaning, especially
the small corners, under the furniture and appliances, and so forth. It’s at this point you throw
up your hands in despair, realizing that to get this mess cleaned you’re going to need a lot of
help – perhaps a professional, because this task of deep cleaning and helping our home achieve
its full potential is too large, too time-consuming, and you simply can’t get it done by yourselves.
We are now well into the season of Lent. With each passing day, we draw closer to Holy Week
and Easter Sunday. It is a time for us to reflect on our baptism into Christ, our lives and where
we stand in our relationship with God and our neighbors. It is a time to ask and struggle with
the question of who God calls us to be and to ask God to help us in realizing the fullness of our
potential. So we pray, confess and recognize that our lives are, on many levels, a huge mess, and
that we are in dire need of a Savior, because we simply cannot clean up the disorder we have
made by ourselves. Lent is a time that allows us to get our lives focused on and prepared for that
Savior, the blessed gift and promise that God has given to us in the crucified and resurrected
Jesus Christ.

Next Eagle Call Deadline
March 18 at 12 p.m.
Continued on Page 3
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I look forward to seeing you in church during this
season of Lent, as we continue on our journey
towards the cross and the promise of God’s grace
and salvation.
Blessings and peace,
Pastor Bob
P.S. If you want to visit the Speirs family one day,
just call an hour or two beforehand, and you’ll be
welcome. But, whatever you do, don’t look around
too closely, and please don’t open the closets or
look under the furniture. It won’t be a pretty sight.

Arts Ministries
Spring Concert to
be followed by Art
Auction & Reception
Mark your calendars for
“Music in Celebration of
Spring,” featuring the St. John’s
String Scholars, on Sunday, May
5, at 4 p.m. in the Sanctuary. This final Performing
Arts Series event of the season will stir our senses
with Concerto a Cinque, Op. 9 No. 2, by Tommaso
Albinoni.
Then, following the concert, the celebration
continues as art collecting goes green! A reception
and auction of donated art will be held at 5 p.m.
downstairs in Weertz Hall. All funds raised will
benefit the Arts at St. John’s program. To donate
art, or for more information, contact Beth Ann
Edwards at bethann@stjohnsdsm.org.
Thanks!
Thank you to everyone who attended “An Evening
in the Tropics” with Tropical Steel and St. John’s
Cathedral Choir last month. The concert and
reception were well attended and just the antidote
needed for a gloomy February!
Midweek Music
Midweek Music will take a hiatus during the month
of March. Instead, join us in the Sanctuary on
the Wednesdays of March 6, 13 and 20 for Lenten
worship at 12:05 p.m. Lunch is served at 12:30
p.m. in Neumann Hall. The Midweek Music Series
resumes Wednesday, April 3, with Lyric Winds,

St. John’s Lutheran Church
including Kim Helton, Kariann Voigts and Susan Odem, and continues each
Wednesday in April. Midweek Music concludes Wednesday, May 1, with a
performance by Asphalt and Stained Glass.
Artist of the Month
Our March display in the Weertz Gallery
will present a collaborative exhibit entitled
“The Way of the Cross.” The artwork has been
created by children, youth, and adults in our
St. John’s community. Artists have interpreted
the journey of Jesus from the time he was
condemned to death through his entombment,
focusing on eight specific events on the night
of his death. As we move through the season
of Lent, these visual depictions bring us a
new understanding to Jesus’ life on earth.
During the month of April, the St. John’s Arts
Visioning Team will help you Go Green! Do
you have fine art that doesn’t quite work on
your walls at home or at the office? Here is your chance to recycle your art;
donate one or two (or more) art works, including photographic art, from your
collection, and then bid on someone else’s art that might be just perfect for
your needs. We are also seeking artists willing to donate an original piece
of art or photography to exhibit. A few volunteer spots are still available for
assisting with this event. If any of these opportunities interests you, contact
Beth Ann Edwards at bethann@stjohnsdsm.org.

Women of the ELCA
Circle Meetings This Month: Wednesday, March 6
Sarah Group will meet Wednesday, March 6, at 11 a.m. in
Neumann Hall to hear Beth Ann Edwards speak. Then
we will attend the Lenten noon service and share a Lenten
lunch together afterward in Neumann Hall.
Lois Group will attend the Wednesday, March 6, noon
Lenten worship service together and afterward will share a
Lenten lunch in Neumann Hall and have a short business meeting.
Outreach Project
The Women of the ELCA outreach project for March is the Connection Cafe,
and the congregation is invited to participate as well. The needs are bug spray,
candles (enclosed in glass), bus tokens (can be purchased at HyVee or Dahls),
socks, underwear and paper supplies (napkins, plates, cups and lunch bags).
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Prepare for Worship
March 2013 is full of opportunities for Lenten worship within our
faith community – three Sundays of Lent and three Wednesdays
with services at noon and 7 p.m. And Palm/Passion Sunday, Holy
Week with The Three Days and Easter Sunday all fall in March
this year! The opportunities to assemble for corporate prayer,
worship and faith formation are rich and varied.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
and St. John’s Chamber Strings will play Concerto in D minor,
Op. 9, no. 2., adagio, by Albinoni.
Sunday, March 17
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 3
Third Sunday in Lent

The Lord our God makes all things new. In the first reading, God
promises it. In the gospel, Mary anticipates it, anointing Jesus’
feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial.
In the second reading, we recall the transformation of Saul, the
persecutor, into Paul, the apostle. In baptism, God’s new person
– you – rises daily from the deadly mire of sins.

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on this third Sunday in the
Lenten season of repentance: “Cut it out or get cut down!” The
warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness:
“Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The
landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness
to till the ground one more year. That is good news of a patient
mercy for all of us. Thanks be to God!

The readings for this Sunday are Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126;
Philippians 3:4b-14 and John 12:1-8. The hymns will be ELW
597, “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less,” ELW 803, “When I
Survey the Wondrous Cross,” ELW 188, “Create in Me a Clean
Heart,” and ELW 339, “Christ, the Life of All the Living.” During
the distribution of communion at 10 a.m., Cathedral Choir will
sing “At Thy Feet,” J.S. Bach, adapted by C.F. Manney.

The readings for Lent 3 are Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1
Corinthians 10:1-13 and Luke 13:1-9. The hymns for 5 p.m.
Saturday and 8 a.m. Sunday will be ELW 326, “Bless Now, O
God, the Journey,” ELW 328, “Restore in Us, O God,” and ELW
618, “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer.”

Wednesdays
Lenten Midweek Worship

At 10 a.m., Cathedral Choir with our Chamber Strings and organ
will present Light in Deepest Night: A Lenten Meditation Based
on the Writings of Julian of Norwich, by Aaron David Miller.
Communion and healing will be offered during the one-hour
service.
Sunday, March 10
Fourth Sunday in Lent
The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose
transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!” Happy
are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the
merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness
of God has “rolled away … the disgrace” of former times. Happy
is the father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that
our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake! That is reason to rejoice in
any and every season.
The readings are Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
and Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32.
The hymns will be ELW 807, “Come, Thou Fount of Every
Blessing,” ELW 606, “Our Father, We Have Wandered,” ELW
188, “Create in Me a Clean Heart,” and ELW 763, “My Life
Flows on in Endless Song.” Beginning this Sunday at 10 a.m.,
and at that service for the remainder of Lent, the assembly will
use the chant setting of “The Lord’s Prayer.” Also at 10 a.m.,
the offering music will be “Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless
Child,” arranged by John Behnke and rung by the High School
Handbell Choir. During communion, Sue Odem, solo oboist,
Page 4

Wednesdays Midweek Lenten Worship continues on March 6, 13
and 20 with meditations focused on Ezekiel 37:1-14 (the Valley
of the Dry Bones), Jonah 1:1-21 (Jonah’s Deliverance from the
Belly of the Great Fish) and Daniel 3:1-29 (The Fiery Furnace).
There is no Wednesday service March 27 during Holy Week.

Eight Days
Cover Story Continued...
memorial liturgy. Still, foot washing will be offered at 7:30 p.m.,
and music at that service will be provided by Kisasa, Cantorei
and the Adult Handbells. Our confirmands will join the Altar
Guild in stripping and washing the altar to Psalm 22 as the
lights in the room are extinguished.
Friday, March 29, 12:05 and 7:30 p.m., Good Friday
The passion account from John’s gospel, Chapter 18:1 through
Chapter 19:42, is read in its entirety. At 12:05 p.m. hymns will
provide meditative pauses. At 7:30 p.m. the reading will be
accompanied by dramatic interpretation by our high school
youth and sung meditation by St. John’s Cathedral Choir,
Chamber Orchestra and assembly.
Saturday, March 30, 7:30 p.m., Resurrection of Our Lord:
Easter Vigil
The recovery of this service, so central to the life of the early church,
is still new to many of us.
Continued on Page 5
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In the first centuries of the Christian church, this was the night for initiating
new members, through baptism, into the Body of Christ. The season of Lent,
in fact, was the final stretch of a lengthy preparation for that initiation. Our
celebration, as in ancient times, begins outdoors around a newly lit fire
in the courtyard, a procession (with candles lit from that flame) into the
dark worship space for the reading of Bible stories (pieces of our “Salvation
History”), and culminating with bells ringing to the sound of “Alleluia!” as
we break our aural, Lenten fast from that joyous word.
Sunday , March 31, 8 and 10 a.m., Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day
“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” We
celebrate our gladness as the Risen Body of Christ in the world today with two,
identical services at 8 and 10 a.m. The services will feature festive music by
organ, full orchestra, handbells and choirs. God’s Word will be fully present
in Word and Sacrament, preaching and Holy Communion.
Easter Breakfast will be prepared and served by the Companion Parish Team
from 7 to 10 a.m. in Weertz Hall.

Hospitality & Outreach
New Members at St. John’s
At some point in time, each of you was a new
member of St. John’s Lutheran Church.
Now, I realize that some of you were infants when
you were new members. And many others of you came on board during your
school-age years, at which time your parents made that call for you. You were
able to ease into belonging to the St. John’s family. Worship, activities and
people all were familiar and comfortable.
Many others, however, are adults when they make the decision, the deliberate
choice, to brave the great big St. John’s church, and it’s storied history, to
see what we’re all about. In my role of meeting and greeting new members,
I’m told that many attended for the first time in response to an invitation
from a friend, neighbor or co-worker. Some came because they had heard
of the incredible worship experience and still others because of our social
involvement “in the city for good.”
To attend our church on your own takes a combination of three qualities:
•
•
•

desire (you may be searching for something you feel will be found here),
self-confidence (there are people you don’t know, activities and
terminology you don’t understand), and
curiosity (you’d like to discover what spiritual, social and service
opportunities are available).

St. John’s Lutheran Church
and give them an opportunity to meet each other
and share a little of their stories. It’s always fun to
see the connection from shared acquaintances,
education background, career choices, etc. This “six
degrees of separation” thing really comes into play!
Both Pastor Rachel and Pastor Bob attend; they
explain the many facets of people and opportunities
comprising the St. John’s community. Each new
member is given an information packet, including
the latest issue of the Eagle Call, our stewardship
packet that also outlines potential opportunities
for involvement, a brief outline of the ELCA’s
structure, and information sheets we ask them to
complete. They receive a tour of the church and
watch a short DVD, “Opening the Door to Luther,”
a primer on the Reformation and Martin Luther.
The class lasts about 2.5 hours. The following week,
they are introduced to the congregation at the 10
a.m. service.
To help our new members “wade” into the waters of
St. John’s (as opposed to pushing them into the deep
end), we offer the accompaniment of a “sponsor.”
We have attempted several approaches to this and
have settled on a new plan. After we meet them at
the class and ascertain ages and interests, we will
match them with a sponsor, if they would like one.
Some new members feel more comfortable having a
personal connection – someone to whom they can
ask questions, sit with during Beloved Community
or Sunday fellowship or attend a meeting or event
with. We are in need of individuals and couples
to serve as sponsors. It is rewarding and provides
you an opportunity to share the Good News as well
as the good news of St. John’s.
Our next new member class will be April 14
following the 10 a.m. service. I encourage you
to invite someone to St. John’s to discover our
possibilities. I should note that, even if they attend
the new member class, they are not obligated to
join. If they don’t feel we are a good fit as their
church home, we respect that. If you know
someone you’d like to extend an invitation to, but
feel uncomfortable doing so, let me know and I
will issue the invitation. I will not use your name
unless you give me permission.
If you have questions or suggestions for invitations
or sponsors, contact me, Katie Tippins, at 243-7691
(ext. 115) or katiet@stjohnsdsm.org.

Let me explain our new member procedure. First, I track visitors who come to
our worship services. They are sent a welcome letter from Pastor Rachel, and
I follow up later with an invitation to our next new member class. We meet
once – after the 10 a.m. worship service on a Sunday. We provide a light meal,
Page 5
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Small Groups

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Questions? Contact Darla Stiles, Small Groups Coordinator
243.7691 or darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org

CALENDAR

MORE INFORMATION

Saturday Morning Bible Study: Saturdays, March 2, 9, 16, 23, 8:30 a.m.,
location to be announced (We will not meet March 30 due to Easter weekend).
Contacts: Ellen Fisher, ellenfisher123@gmail.com , and Rod Snavely, rsnavely@
aol.com.

Saturday Morning Bible Study will meet March 2,
9, 16, 23 at 8:30 a.m. at a location to be announced.
(We will not meet March 30 due to Easter
weekend.), at 8:30 a.m. Contacts: Ellen Fisher at
ellenfisher123@gmail.com and Rod Snavely at
rsnavely@aol.com .

Wacky Winter Bowling: Sunday, March 3, 3 p.m., Merle Hay Lanes, lower
level of Merle Hay Mall (all-congregational, intergenerational St. John’s event).
St. John’s Social Club: Sunday, March 3, 3 p.m., St. John’s Wacky Winter
Bowling, Merle Hay Lanes, lower level of Merle Hay Mall.
Yoga classes: Thursdays, March 7 and 14, 5:45 to 6:45 p.m., Fireside Lounge
at church. Cost: $10 per class or $60 for 7-week session. (Next session begins
Thursday, April 4.) To sign up or ask questions, contact Corinne Lambert,
callingwisdom1@hotmail.com .
Zumba: Mondays, March 4 and 11, 5 to 5:45 p.m., third-floor multi-purpose
room at church, no charge, licensed Zumba teacher. (March 4 begins a new
8-week session. No classes March 18 and 25 due to spring break.) Contact:
Darla Stiles, darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org .
Quilting: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m., Room 308 at church.
EAGLES: Tuesday, March 5, 11 a.m., Jester Park Lodge, O.W.L.S. program on
Civil War (then lunch at Machine Shed). Contact: Barb Hyler, 515-401-5721 or
b.hyler@mchsi.com.
Restaurant Visitation/Christian Involvement: Tuesday, March 5, 6 p.m., G
Miggs, Valley Junction, West Des Moines.

Wacky Winter Bowling will be Sunday, March 3,
at 3 p.m. at Merle Hay Lanes in Merle Hay Mall
on the lower level. Bowl like you’ve never bowled
before – literally – at this all-congregational,
intergenerational event. Invite family members,
friends, relatives and neighbors to create a team, or
sign up and we’ll put you on a team (actually more
fun that way because you can become acquainted
with new people). You don’t have to be a bowler;
it won’t matter anyway when you see what fun
and wacky ways of bowling are in store for you!
Sign up in the Fireside Lounge or online by Friday,
March 1.
St. John’s Social Club will attend the Wacky
Winter Bowling event on Sunday, March 3, at 3
p.m. at Merle Hay Lanes on the lower level of Merle
Hay Mall. Sign up in the Fireside Lounge or online.

WIRED Cooking: Wednesday, March 6, 6 to 7:30 p.m., Wine Styles, West
Glen Town Center, West Des Moines.
WIRED Open House: Sunday, March 10, 9 to 10 a.m. and at 11 a.m.,
Neumann Hall at church. (All are welcome.)
Bicycle St. John’s: Sunday, March 10, Bicycle-to-Church Sunday. Meet after 10
a.m. service to ride somewhere for lunch. (The St. John’s bicyclers have decided
to bicycle to church the second Sunday of every month.) Contact: Rod Snavely,
277-1301 or rsnavely@aol.com .
Hardanger: Wednesday, March 13, and Wednesday, March 27, 9 a.m., Room 8
at church.
Lunch Bunch II: Wednesday, March 20, 12:30 a.m.
Lunch Bunch I: Thursday, March 21, 11:30 a.m.

WIRED Cooking will meet for a wine tasting
at Wine Styles in West Glen Town Center on
Wednesday, March 6, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Cost
is $10 per person PLUS a shared $30 clean-up fee
and the cost of a cheese-meat tray to nibble on
($3 to $4 per person). If you plan to attend, ontact
Karen Zaabel at 225-8476 or kzaabel@msn.com
by Monday, March 4.

Scrapbooking: Saturday, March 23, 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Room 8 at church.
Photography: Sunday, March 24, 9 a.m., Neumann Hall at church. Theme:
stained glass.
Recreational Reading: Wednesday, March 27, 4:30 p.m., Rose Holm at church.
Keep up to date with all events by subscribing to our weekly
email newsletter (sign up on the homepage of our website)
or keep an eye on www.stjohnsdsm.org

A WIRED Open House is coming up Sunday,
March 10, so everyone can discover what WIRED
is. Browse the tables of activities and ask questions
about the WIRED group(s). Stop in between 9 and
10 a.m. or following the 10 a.m. service.

Continued on Page 7
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Yoga classes will be held Thursdays, March 7 and
14, from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. in the Fireside Lounge
at church. We will not meet during spring break,
but will begin a new 7-week session on Thursday,
April 4. Cost is $10 per class or $60 for the entire
7-class session. To sign up or ask questions, contact
instructor Corinne Lambert at callingwisdom1@
hotmail.com .
Zumba will begin a new 8-week session on
Monday, March 4, but will not meet March 18 or
25 because of spring break. Classes are held from
5 to 5:45 p.m. in the third-floor multi-purpose
room at church with licensed Zumba teacher.
Classes are free. If interested, contact Darla Stiles
at darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org .
The Quilting Group meets on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
in Room 308 at church. Anyone who is interested
in quilting, tying or learning how is welcome.
EAGLES will meet Tuesday, March 5, at 11 a.m.
at Jester Park Lodge for an O.W.L.S. program on
the Civil War. Afterward we will eat lunch at the
Machine Shed. If you need a ride or want to car
pool, let Barb or Kermit Hyler know; otherwise,
meet at Jester. To RSVP for lunch, contact Barb at
515-401-5721 or b.hyler@mchsi.com .
Bicycle St. John’s has decided to make the second
Sunday of each month a Bicycle-to-Church Sunday.
Anyone who is interested should bicycle to St.
John’s on Sunday, March 10, and meet after the
10 a.m. service to determine if they would like to
ride somewhere for lunch. Questions? Contact
Rod Snavely at rsnavely@aol.com .
Hardanger will meet Wednesday, March 13, and
Wednesday, March 27, at 9 a.m. in Room 8 at
church. If you are interested, contact Arlene Field
at fjeldt@q.com.
Lunch Bunch II will meet Wednesday, March 20,
at 12:30 a.m. If you are interested in joining this
group, contact Janet Figg at 279-6326 or j.figg@
mchsi.com.
Lunch Bunch I will meet Thursday, March 21,
at 11:30 a.m. If you are interested in joining this
group, reserve a space by calling Margaret Roby
at 288-6304.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Photography will meet Sunday, March 24, at 9 a.m. in Neumann Hall at
church. Our theme for March is stained glass. Bring a couple of photos to
share.
Recreational Reading will meet Wednesday, March 27, at 4:30 p.m. in Rose
Holm at church. We will discuss Catherine the Great: Portrait of a Woman,
by Robert King Massie.

Children’s Ministries
March Sunday School Schedule
March 3: The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15)
Ask your child these questions:
• What differences did you notice between the two
people who prayed?
• What kind of prayer do you think God wants us to pray?
• How does praying bring us closer to God?
March 10: The Woman at the Well (John 4:5-42)
Ask your child these questions:
• When we cross a border to another place, how does Jesus go with us?
• Where was Samaria?
• Do you think Jesus liked to jump and run like we do?
March 17 and 24: Spring Break
Whole-group Sunday School in Room 205.
March 31: Easter Sunday (NO SUNDAY SCHOOL)
Growing in Faith at Home
The darkness and sadness of Good Friday contrasts sharply with the rejoicing
words and happy music that greet us Easter morning. Echoes of “He is risen!”
and “He is risen indeed!” ring in our ears. Once away from church, with the
focus on meal preparations, Easter festivities and fellowship, our attention
wanders from the real focus of the day.
You can keep Jesus’ resurrection at the center of your family’s Easter celebration
by noticing the symbols of new life all around you
(eggs, flowers, baby animals, caterpillars, budding
or flowering trees and the cross). Remind your child
through prayer and conversation that these are all signs
that our sins have been forgiven, and we will be with God forever!
Now that’s something to celebrate!!!

Scrapbooking will meet Saturday, March 23, from
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Room 8 at church. Bring your
supplies and photos and enjoy friends as you scrap.
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Youth Ministries

Financials
A statement of our financial position can now be obtained in the weekly
bulletin or by contacting the church office.

Confirmation Students to
Participate in Holy Week

NOTICE: All who give stock or other types of investments to St. John’s,
please be advised that St. John’s has moved its investment portfolio from
Ameritrade to Morgan Stanley Smith Barney (MSSB). When gifting please use
the following information to make transfers to MSSB: MSSB’s DTC number
is: 0418. MSSB’s account number is: 461-00524-1-9-013. The name on the
MSSB account is: St. John’s Lutheran Church. Those making a contribution
of stocks or other equities, please notify the finance office at financeoffice@
stjohnsdsm.org or call 515-243-7691. New rules do not allow brokers to
identify donors without prior approval from the donor.

Confirmation students (Grades 7-9) are expected
to participate in the planning, organization and
implementation of Holy Week services at St. John’s.
We have realized over the past few years that this
provides hands-on learning and a way to really
live what the Bible stories illustrate. Participation
in these services provides a deeper understanding
of the Easter story and the amazing gift given to
us through God’s son.

Thank you for your generous and continued support of the ministries of St.
John’s Lutheran Church.

Please note the dates and times below when we
will plan and rehearse for and participate in Holy
Week services:

Thrivent Choice Dollars

•

Important notice for all Thrivent Policy Holders: If you have received notice
that you have Choice Dollars to spend, consider directing Thrivent to allocate
them to St. John’s. Last year’s Choice Dollars were used to fund the St. John’s
van ministry providing transportation to worship for folks who otherwise
wouldn’t be able to attend; funding the Beloved Community so that everyone
could come on Wednesday evenings for a free meal and building community;
and to assist in funding St. John’s Fine Arts programming. The congregational
council has the authority to decide where the Choice Dollars are used. If you
have a preference, speak to a member of the council.
Don’t put off doing this as it is a requirement that you designate; otherwise
the dollars St.John’s would get to enhance our ministry will be lost. Last
year St. John’s received around $8,000 from Thrivent. If everyone who had
Choice Dollars to spend designated that they be allocated to St. John’s we
would receive an estimated $20,000.
Make it a priority today to visit Thrivent at Thrivent.com/choicedollars or
call 800-847-4836 and ask them to allocate your Choice Dollars to St. John’s
Lutheran Church, Des Moines, Iowa.
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Practice/Planning Retreat: Saturday, March
9, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. John’s (breakfast and
lunch provided).
Practice: Sunday, March 24, 11:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. (bring $3 for pizza).
Dress Rehearsal: Wednesday, March 27, 5:30
to 8 p.m. (dinner provided).
Maundy Thursday: March 28. Call time 5:30
p.m.
Good Friday: March 29. Call time 5:30 p.m.
Easter Vigil (Saturday): March 30. Call time
5 p.m.

St. John’s Youth Plant Sale
It’s the time of year to start planning which
beautiful plants and flowers will decorate your
yard this summer and fall! An order form is
included in this edition of the Eagle Call.
All you have to do is:
1. Choose your plants.
2. Return your order form and payment to
church or to Megan Clausen by Sunday,
March 24.
3. Pick up your beautiful flowers (provided by
Central Iowa Floral) on Saturday, May 4, from
9-11am in the north parking lot at St. John’s.
Feel free to share this with your neighbors, friends
and family. You need not be a member of St. John’s
to place an order! All proceeds will help the youth
of St. John’s serve others this summer! If you have
any questions, contact Megan Clausen at 241-7691
or meganc@stjohnsdsm.org.
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Blue

Mixed

# of plants

Price
$2.00

Impatiens - Flat

$18.00

Impatiens - 4 Pak

¡

~

ª



¯

¨

°

°

Total

$2.00

Wax Begonias - Flat

$18.00

Wax Begonias - 4 Pak

$2.00

Pansy - Flat

$18.00

Pansy - 4 Pak

$2.00
Yellow Orange

2 Tone

# of plants

Dwarf Marigolds - Flat

Price

Total

$18.00

Dwarf Marigolds - 4 Pak

$2.00
Red

White

Pink

Salmon Violet

# of plants

Geranuims 4 1/2”

Price

Total

$4.50

Geranuims 7”
Pots

}

$18.00

Petunias - 4 Pak

Pots

ª

®



Petunias - Flat

Bedding Plants

¡

$12.00
Red

White

Pink

Orange

Lilac

# of plants

Price

Hybrid Impatiens 4 1/2”

$4.50

Hybrid Impatiens 6”
(terra cotta pot w/ saucer)

$8.00

Hybrid Impatiens 10”
(terra cotta pot w/ saucer)

$20.00

Accent Plants

# of plants

Price

Sweet Potato Vine - Dark Purple 4 1/2” pot

$5.00

Sweet Potato Vine - Lime Green 4 1/2” pot

$5.00

Hosta - Green 6” pot

$8.00

Hosta - Variegated 6” pot

$8.00

Purple Plume Grass 6” pot

$8.00

Spikes 3” pot

$2.50

Vinca Vine 3” pot

$2.50

Asparagus Fern 3” pot

$2.50

Hanging Baskets

# of plants
Red

Pink

Orange

White

Red

Pink

Purple

White

Red

Pink

Dk Blue

Price

Total

Total

Total

Lilac

Hybrid Impantiens

$21.00

Ivy Geranium

$21.00

Mini Petunia

$21.00
Pink

Purple

Wavy Petunia

$21.00

Asparagus Fern

$21.00

Fuchsia

$21.00
# of plants
Order Total

Grand Total

©



}

¡

~

Eagle Call ○ March 2013

LSI Update
A passion for changing lives
National Social Work Month is a time to celebrate social workers and the
services they provide to children, families and individuals. The men and
women in this field of work are unsung heroes in our society. They bring
hope to people in their darkest times and help make our communities better
places to live one person, one child and one family at a time.
Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) is proud to have so many dedicated workers
who bring life changing services to people in need. Without the dedication,
passion and commitment of its social workers, LSI could not carry out its
mission of responding to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate
service. Your valued partnership through support and prayer is what ensures
LSI and its devoted employees can continue to help change lives for the better.
For more information on LSI, visit www.LSIowa.org. Join us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.
“A huge accomplishment”
Last year Heather Allen couldn’t have imagined putting her son James in an
afterschool sports program. Simply making it through the school day was
tough enough.
When James entered sixth grade, his behavior significantly escalated.
“He was getting in trouble at school, even threatening other kids,” Heather
said. “He would throw textbooks in the classroom. Eventually, a juvenile
court officer got involved and that helped us understand he wasn’t behaving
this way because he was a bad kid, but that he had mental health issues.”
That led the family to LSI’s Beloit Residential Treatment Center, where
over time, Heather saw James make progress with the help of a structured
environment, on-campus school and skill development. LSI’s extra programs
also gave James opportunities for Boy Scouts, summer camp, horseback
riding and field trips.
As James transitioned home, LSI helped plug the family into additional
supports, linking them with an LSI behavioral health intervention services
caseworker who visits the family at home.
“Our BHIS worker does a great job of meeting James at his level,” Heather said.
“Yesterday she came after school and did a game with cards and scenarios to
help James make healthy decisions. He still has outbursts from time to time,
but now it’s more occasional.”

St. John’s Lutheran Church
and another agency for that. You can get multiple
services all at one place.”
Now in junior high, James recently joined the
baseball team for the first time.
“He was so excited and proud of himself,” Heather
said. “I would have never put him in sports before.
It was a huge accomplishment.”

In Our Community
Need something to do during Spring Break?
Want to make a difference right here in Des
Moines?
This all-day camp is just what the doctor order to
beat those winter blues and you’ll even learn about
social justice and how it affects youth right here
in Des Moines!
The DMARC Interfaith Youth Justice Camp will
be held on Monday, March 18, from 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
at the American Friend’s House, 4211 Grand Ave.
in Des Moines, Iowa.
Activities include tours of a DMARC Food Pantry,
worship spaces, and a community outreach
organization. You’ll also get to talk with experts,
play games, share hopes and concerns for our
community, and pray with others from various
faith traditions.
Cost is $25. Scholarships are available. To register,
complete this registration form or contact DMARC
office at: 515-277-6969 or info@dmreligious.org.
This event is facilitated by the Center for Social
Ministry, an organization that provides poverty
awareness/justice education programming in Des
Moines.
CItY is made possible by the Larry and Kay Myers
Interfaith and intercultural Ambassador Initiative.
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Heather is also able to use her sister as an LSI respite provider for a needed
break.
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“I’m glad it’s all through the same agency and the same case manager,” she
said. “LSI does a really good job. You’re not going to one agency for this
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

LIGHT IN DEEPEST N IGHT

A Lenten Meditation Based on the Writings of Julian of Norwich
by

Aaron David Miller and David L. Miller
L ENT 3
Sunday, March 3, 2013
10:00 am Worship

St. John’s Lutheran Church
600 Sixth Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50309
TUKPIOTETNPSHt
St. John’s Cathedral Choir
St. John’s String Ensemble, featuring String Scholars
Nancy Stafford, Organist
Larry Christensen, Conductor
All Lily Orders must be received by Monday, March 18, 2013.
________# of Lilies - $10 each
________# of donations to the Connection Café -$10 each
$________Amount Enclosed
You are invited to beautify the sanctuary this Easter with a lily and/or make an equivalent contribution to the Connection
Café, the free noon meal we sponsor – along with the other downtown churches – 5 days per week. All donations are used
as designated: donations for lilies purchase the lilies, with any amount received over & above the cost directed to the Altar
Flowers restricted fund; all donations given to support the Café are given to the Café. All donors, both for lilies and the Café,
will be listed in the Easter morning bulletin. Please let us know how you would like your lily or donation to be acknowledged.
In Honor / Celebration of:
In Memory of:
Given by: (As you would like it to be listed)
Contact Name:

Phone:

Page 11

March 2013
Volume 45, No. 03

Serving at Central Iowa Shelter & Services
On the 18th and 19th of each month St. John’s prepares
and serves meals at the shelter.
If you would like to help prepare, serve or donate
to this wonderful ministry located in the heart of
downtown Des Moines please call, 243.7691 or email
scottl@stjohnsdsm.org.

April EAGLE
CALL DEADLINE

