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…let whoever is of a generous heart bring the Lord’s offering (Ex. 35:5)

Worship

…but the righteous are generous and keep giving (Psalm 37:21)

Saturday

Those who are generous are blessed, for they share

5:00 pm

their bread with the poor (Prov. 22:9)

Sunday

A generous person will be enriched (Prov. 11:25)

7:45 am
8:45 am
11:00 am

Or are you envious because I am generous? (Matt.20:15)
…they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts (Acts 2:46)
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;

Radio Broadcast

the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him (Romans 10:12)

KRNT 1350 AM
Sunday Mornings
8:30 am

Now as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge,
in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you – so we want you to excel
in this generous undertaking (2nd Cor. 8:7)

Pastors

For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Rachel Thorson Mithelman

that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,

Senior Pastor
pastorrachel@stjohnsdsm.org

so that by his poverty you might become rich (2nd Cor. 8:9)
They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous,

Robert Speirs
Associate Pastor
pastorbob@stjohnsdsm.org

and ready to share (1st Tim. 6:18)
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down

Gene Anderson

from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow

Visitation Pastor
pastorgene@stjohnsdsm.org

due to change (James 1:17)

stewardship 2013

Website
www.stjohnsdsm.org
The Eagle Call is published
monthly by St. John’s
Lutheran Church, ELCA 600
6th Ave, Des Moines, Iowa
50309-1606.

st. john’s lutheran church
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

A Word from Our Pastors
St. John’s Lutheran Church

Pastor Bob Speirs

In the City for Good!
Phone 515.243.7691

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us
run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his
seat at the right hand of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12:1-2

Staff
Larry Christensen
Director of Music and Worship
larryc@stjohnsdsm.org
Megan Clausen
Director of Youth Ministry
meganc@stjohnsdsm.org
Beth Ann Edwards
Director of Arts, Handbells,
& Youth Choirs
bethann@stjohnsdsm.org
Amber Jackson-Elwer
Nursery Coordinator
amberbeth22@yahoo.com
John Kelly
Security / Maintenance
Amanda Kuhlman
Nursery
Scott LaBlanc
Director of Parish Operations
scottl@stjohnsdsm.org
Kim Lamb
Front Office Manager
receptionist@stjohnsdsm.org
Jeff McNeeley
Security / Maintenance
Katie Tippins
Hospitality & Outreach
katietippins@stjohnsdsm.org
Carol Fisher
Financial Assistant
financeoffice@stjohnsdsm.org
Leslie Moeller
Maintenance Supervisor
lesmoeller@stjohnsdsm.org
Sheryl Reed
Director of Children’s Ministries
sherylreed@stjohnsdsm.org
Nancy Stafford
Principal Organist
Darla Stiles
Christian Involvement
darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday
9:00 am – 5:00 p.m.,
4:00 p.m. Friday
Saturday
9:00 am – 12:00 p.m.
Next Eagle Call Deadline
November 19 at 12 p.m.

Page 2

November is one of my favorite months of the year. I think this is so because of all the significant
days we celebrate during the month of November. We begin the month by celebrating All Saints
Sunday; our worship service starts by naming those individuals who have passed on before us to
the church triumphant in the past year. These are among all of the people who have inspired us,
have nurtured us in our lives of faith, and have played important roles in the life of the church as
well. If I were to try and name all the wonderful saints who have been models of faith and grace
in my life, it would probably take up the whole issue of the Eagle Call, and then some. I thank
God for the witness of all these folks and the blessing they have been to me and all the others
who they have influenced. It is also a wonderful day to remember those who have been baptized
in the past year and have joined us as brothers and sisters in Christ, saints in the making. I look
forward to the worship services where we once again express our gratitude to God for all that
we have and all that we are. I also anticipate the great hymns we sing, the music, the prayers, the
readings. All these blend together to make a very moving and memorable worship experience.
I also await Thanksgiving, a day on which we celebrate and give thanks to God for our country
and reflect on the many freedoms with which we have been blessed. We also pray we can be a
more grateful, benevolent and generous people who share with our neighbors in need the blessings
we, ourselves, have been privileged to receive. Thanksgiving is a holiday that fortunately has
not succumbed to the same commercialization as Christmas; it has retained its own special and
homey kind of identity and feel.
We will, as we usually do, begin our celebration of Thanksgiving Day with worship at 10 a.m.,
and then head straight home to be with family and friends to give thanks, eat, perhaps watch
some football, or share some other interest with those with whom we gather. I hope and pray
all of you, who travel this holiday season to see family and/or friends, will experience safe and
enjoyable visits.
The other significant event (besides my birthday – another reason I like November) is our
Stewardship ministry program that we, as a church community, recognize and participate in
during November. Although stewardship is, in reality, a lifestyle – a way we live out our call to
discipleship. We focus on the many ways we can respond to the love and plentiful gifts we receive
from God as individuals and as a people of faith.
It has been said that stewardship and discipleship are intimately related and cannot be separated.
The two are of one essence, because they both are, only and always, our response to God’s free
gift of Jesus Christ. So we show our thankfulness and our praise by following Christ and living
as best as we are able, as faithful stewards of the gifts with which we have been blessed – for the
glory of God and the good of our neighbors.
I hope to see you in church … on a regular basis.
Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Bob

Eagle Call ○ November 2012

From Our Council President

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Jester Park 2012

Be Generous.
November is here, and it is time for our fall stewardship
emphasis, “Be Generous.” I am truly excited about
this campaign. Your council emphasizes year-round
stewardship at St. John’s, and yet we need to have
an annual time to look at our giving and encourage
everyone to plan their intensions for the coming year.
God has given us everything we have, and it is ours to
decide what to do with these gifts. Many of you share
your time – to serve, read, cook and mentor. Many of you share your talent
– to teach, lead, sing or play music. And, of course, you give financially to
sustain our day-to-day ministry.
But I want to step back. At the special congregational meeting on Sept. 23,
I shared with you that our financial income has been declining for several
years. The council has been using our Unendowed General Fund (savings
account) to balance the budget. That account is now at $89,000, and at our
current expense-versus-income rate, it will be depleted in less than 18 months.
It was clear at this meeting that the congregation is willing to use the savings
account, but does not want it to get to zero before anything is done. So the
council will be looking at next year’s ministry plan for ways to trim the
budget even further (we made more than $100,000 in cuts over the last four
years). We also are looking to see if any of the unused interest earned from
the Endowed Funds can be properly used to support our ministry plan.
The most positive way to support the mission of St. John’s is to increase
income. We can do that in two ways – through attendance and individual
giving. To increase attendance, please be intentional about inviting others
to church. If you see a former member, ask them to come back and see
what is new here. And if your neighbor, co-worker or friend is not already
attending another church, invite them to join us. They would become a part of
meaningful worship and lively activities. The other way to increase income is
through individual giving. If each one of you adds 10 percent to your annual
support of St. John›s, we not only can balance the budget, we can strengthen
our programming. I hope you will prayerfully consider increasing your giving
by 10 percent (or whatever you are able) for 2013-14.
Since the special congregational meeting, I have had several people talk to
me about the finances and mission of our church. All have been supportive
and offered real suggestions about ways to trim costs. And all told me the
ministries of St. John’s (preaching the gospel and reaching out) are what we
need to emphasize. People are excited to see so many young families and
all the programs for our youth and the urban community. St. John’s is alive
with purpose to preach, teach, support one another and reach out to the
community.
Be generous.
Kris Gregersen
President, Congregational Council
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Prepare for Worship
Now that we are into the fall festival season of the church, we
will be using ELW Setting One for liturgy during November.
Sunday, Nov. 4,
All Saints Sunday
On All Saints Sunday we celebrate the victory won for all the
faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved dead as well, knowing
that God honors our tears and weeps with us. We bring our grief
and our celebration to the table and find there a foretaste of
Isaiah’s feast to come.
The readings are Isaiah 25:6-9, Psalm 24, Revelation 21:1-6a
and John 11:32-44. The hymns will be ELW 422, “For All the
Saints,” ELW 632, “O God, Our Help in Ages Past,” ELW 418,
“Rejoice in God’s Saints,” and “When the Saints God Marching
In.” At both 8:45 and 11 a.m. the offering music will be “Saints
Bound for Heaven,” traditional arranged by Alice Parker and
Robert Shaw and sung by the St. John’s Choir, and “Ye Saints and
Servants of the Lord,” setting by William Hermann, presented by
the choir, organ and orchestra. A full orchestra will accompany
the hymns and liturgy, joined by handbells on “For All the
Saints.” The tinkle of the zimbelstern, during the reading of
those baptized into the faith at St. John’s this past year, will
emphasize the celebratory side of the festival. As the name is
read of each person in our faith community who has died this
year, we will hear the solemn tolling of a bell.
Sunday, Nov. 11,
Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 32
Widows are visible everywhere in this Sunday’s readings. Jesus
denounces those scribes who pray impressive prayers but devour
widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow who, in his view,
gave far more than the major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply
as an object of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of
Zarephath, who shares her last bit of food with Elijah, does
something of great importance.
The readings are 1 Kings 17:8-16, Psalm 146, Hebrews 9:24-28
and Mark 12:38-44. The hymns will be ELW 461, “All Who
Hunger, Gather Gladly,” ELW 707, “Lord of Glory, You Have
Bought Us,” ELW 686, “We Give Thee but Thine Own,” and
ELW 441, “Oh, Happy Day when We Shall Stand.” At 8:45 a.m.
the St. John’s Choir will sing, “He, Watching Over Israel,” from
Elijah, by Felix Mendelssohn, for offering and “Come, All You
Weary,” by Greg Scheer, during communion. At 11 a.m. Sofia
Kaut, one of our String Scholars and a senior at Roosevelt and
Central Academy, will provide offering and communion music.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, Nov. 18,
Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 33
November begins with All Saints Day and ends in or near Advent,
when we anticipate Christ’s coming again. So the readings this
Sunday tell of the final resurrection and end time. In the turmoil
of hope, fear and disbelief that these predictions provoke in us,
Hebrews sounds a note of confident trust. Christ makes a way for
us where there is no way, and we walk in it confidently trusting the
one who has promised. The more the last day approaches, the more
important it is to meet together to provoke one another to love.
The readings are Daniel 12:1-3; Psalm 16, Hebrews 10:11-25
and Mark 13:1-8. The hymns will be ELW 723, “Canticle of the
Turning,” ELW 327, “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow,”
ELW 439, “Soon and Very Soon,” and ELW 867, “In Thee Is
Gladness.” At 8:45 a.m. Kisasa will sing “Let All the World Every
Corner Sing,” by Mark Patterson, accompanied by Asphalt &
Stained Glass. The Kisasa Bells will ring during communion.
At 11 a.m. the Adult Handbell Choir will ring for offering, and
Elizabeth Frohman will play a movement from E Major Partita,
by J.S. Bach, during communion. Elizabeth is one of our “String
Scholars,” funded through Friends of the Arts at St. John’s and
a special donor program for Drake String Majors supported by
Drake alumni and faculty.
Thursday, Nov. 22,
Day of Thanksgiving – 10 a.m. Service
This national holiday is a time for Christians especially to reflect
on the source of the blessings and freedoms we enjoy as residents
of the United States: our loving God.
The readings are Joel 2:1-27, Psalm 126, 1 Timothy 2:1-7 and
Matthew 6:25-33. We will use the liturgy setting by Marty
Haugen, “Now the Feast and Celebration.” The hymns will
be ELW 693, “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come,” ELW 858,
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,” and ELW 881, “Let All Things
Now Living.” During offering the St. John’s Choir will sing “Now
Thank We All Our God,” by J.S. Bach, and, during communion,
“Come, Draw Near,” by Jeremy Young, with the entire assembly.
Sunday, Nov. 25,
“Christ the King” Sunday – Lectionary 34
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, they still
longed for a true king to set things right. He would have the king’s
title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the one, like a human
being (Son of Man), given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is
given these titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king.
His authority comes from the truth, to which he bears witness,
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We
look forward to the day Jesus is given dominion, knowing this
victory will be the nonviolent victory of love.
Continued on Page 5
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

Continued from Page 4

The readings are Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, Psalm 93, Revelation 1:4b-8 and John
18:33-37. The hymns will be ELW 434, “Jesus Shall Reign,” ELW 311, “Hail
to the Lord’s Anointed,” ELW 631, “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” ELW
490, “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence,” and ELW 826, “Thine the Amen.” At
11 a.m. the St. John’s Choir, Blower Room Brass and Adult Bells will present
“The Glory of Christ,” by K. Lee Scott.

Family Fun & Smores!
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Small Groups

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Questions? Contact Darla Stiles, Small Groups Coordinator
243.7691 or darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org

CALENDAR
Yoga: Thursdays, Nov. 1, 8 and 15, 5:45 to 6:45 p.m., Fireside Lounge at church,
$10 per session. Contact Corinne Lambert, 556-3679 or callingwisdom1@
hotmail.com.
Saturday Morning Bible Study: Saturdays, Nov. 3, 10 and 17 (no meeting Nov.
24), 8:30 a.m., location to be announced. Contact Ellen Fisher, ellenfisher123@
gmail.com, or Rod Snavely, rsnavely@aol.com.
St. John’s Social Club: Saturday, Nov. 3, 6 p.m., murder mystery dinner at Bill
and Darla Stiles’ home, 3812 Green Branch Dr., West Des Moines.
St. John’s Quilters: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m., Room 308 at church.
Restaurant Visitation/Christian Involvement: Thursday, Nov. 8, 6 p.m., Chef’s
Kitchen.
EAGLES: Friday, Nov. 9, 9:45 a.m. (meet at St. John’s north parking lot and
be ready to leave at 9:45), tour of Central Iowa Shelter and Services; lunch at
Tumea & Sons; 1:15 p.m., tour of DMARC food warehouse. RSVP by Nov. 5 to
Carol Dittmer, 287-7860 or dittmercl@msn.com.
WIRED Service/Learning: Sunday, Nov. 11, and Thursday, Nov. 15, 10 a.m.,
Weertz Hall at church. Cut and tie fleece blankets for babies at Lighthouse.
Contact Sue Tew Warming, sue4youth@aol.com.
Zumba: Mondays, Nov. 12, 19 and 26; 5 to 5:45 p.m., third-floor MultiPurpose Room (MPR) at church. Licensed zumba teacher; no charge. Contact
Darla, darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org.
Hardanger: Wednesdays, Nov. 14 and 28, 9 a.m., Neumann Hall at church.
Lunch Bunch I: Thursday, Nov. 15, 11:30 a.m., location to be announced.
Coffee+Beer+Hymns: Friday, Nov. 16, 7:30 to 9 p.m., Java Joe’s back room.
Contact Megan Clausen, meganc@stjohnsdsm.org.
Bicycle St. John’s: Tentatively Saturday, Nov. 17, “Cranksgiving.”
Photography: Sunday, Nov. 18, 10 a.m., Neumann Hall at church.
St. John’s Networking: Monday, Nov. 19, 5:30 p.m., Gateway Market.
Lunch Bunch II: Wednesday, Nov. 21, 12:30 p.m., location to be announced.
Recreational Reading: Wednesday, Nov. 28, 4:30 p.m., Rose Holm at church.
WIRED Groups: Watch announcement sheets for dates and details.
Keep up to date with all events by subscribing to our weekly
email newsletter (sign up on the homepage of our website)
or keep an eye on www.stjohnsdsm.org

More Information
Saturday Morning Bible Study meets Saturdays, Nov 3, 10 and 17, at 8:30
a.m. at a location to be announced. (No meeting Nov. 24 due to Thanksgiving
weekend). Contact Ellen Fisher at ellenfisher123@gmail.com or Rod Snavely
at rsnavely@aol.com.

EAGLES will tour the new Central Iowa Shelter
and Services (CISS) facility and the Des Moines
Area Religious Council food warehouse (with
lunch in between) on Friday, Nov. 9. Meet at St.
John’s north parking lot and be ready to leave for
CICS at 9:45 a.m. Next, we will eat lunch at Tumea
and Sons. The last part of our event, which will
begin at 1:15 p.m., will be a tour of the DMARC
warehouse. RSVP by Nov. 5 to Carol Dittmer at
287-7860 or dittmercl@msn.com.
Hardanger meets at 9 a.m. on the second and
fourth Wednesday of each month in Neumann
Hall at church. This month’s dates are Nov. 14 and
28. If interested, contact Arlene Field at fjeldt@q.
com.
Lunch Bunch I will meet Thursday, Nov. 15, at
11:30 a.m. The location will be announced later.
New members are most welcome! Anyone who
is interested in joining should reserve a space by
calling Margaret Roby at 288-6304.
WIRED Yoga’s fall session will meet Thursdays,
Nov. 1, 8 and 15, at 5:30 p.m. in Fireside Lounge at
the church. If you are interested, contact Corinne
Lambert at callingwisdom1@hotmail.com.
Coffee+Beer+Hymns event will be held on Friday,
Nov. 16, 7:30 to 9 p.m. in Java Joe’s back room.
Contact Megan Clausen, meganc@stjohnsdsm.org.
Bicycle St. John’s has set a tentative date of Saturday,
Nov. 17, for Bicycle St. John’s “Cranksgiving.” Mark
your calendar in pencil, and then check your e-mail
and the St. John’s announcement sheets for specific
details.
Zumba Classes will be held soon at St. John’s. We
have contacted a licensed Zumba teacher, who is
full of enthusiasm and loves to teach Zumba. She
indicates this class is for EVERYONE – young/
old, fit/non-fit; even if you’ve never worked out,
she can modify a routine for you. The object is to
get moving and have FUN at the same time. You
don’t have to know how to dance – just move and
follow her lead. There will be no charge for this
class, so invite your friends. The classes will be
Mondays from 5 to 5:45 p.m. in the third-floor
Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) at St. John’s. (If some
people would like the class to be offered at 7:15 to

Continued on Page 7
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LSI Update

8 p.m., let Darla Stiles know, so perhaps two of the
four weeks could be changed to that time.) To be
put on an e-mail list to receive information, contact
Darla at 243-7691 or e-mail her at darlastiles@
stjohnsdsm.org.
Photography will meet Sunday, Nov. 18, at 10 a.m.
in Neumann Hall at the church. The theme for this
month is “celebration.” Bring a couple of photos or
just enjoy viewing other people’s pictures. Contact
Rod Snavely at rsnavely@aol.com.
St. John’s Networking meets the third Monday
of each month (Nov. 19 this month) at 5:30 p.m.
at Gateway Market. Contact Ellen Fisher at
ellenfisher123@gmail.com.
Lunch Bunch II will meet Wednesday, Nov. 21, at
12:30 p.m. The location will be announced later.
If you are interested in joining us, call Janet Figg
at 279-6326.
Recreational Reading is meeting Wednesday, Nov.
28, at 4:30 p.m. in Rose Holm at church. The book
we will discuss is Driving on the Rim, by Thomas
McGuane.
Young Adult Discussions (for 20- and
30-somethings), a new St. John’s-sponsored group,
is being started by our own Megan Clausen. Join
her and others to discuss the big questions of
the Christian faith. The group will use the new
Animate: Faith materials, created by seven leading,
diverse Christian voices and artists, who have
collaborated to create an accessible and captivating
exploration of these questions. The materials were
designed to spark new conversations in faith. For
more information and to figure out dates and
times, e-mail Megan at meganc@stjohnsdsm.org.
St. John’s Quilters meet every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.
in Room 308 at church. Anyone who is interested
in quilting, tying or learning how is welcome.

D ID
4

5

6

=

7

H

<

?

5

A

?

7

8

:

;

@

8

8

I

YOU KNOW ?

9

D

I

>

8

>

J

<

=

<

<

8

>

8

?

?

:

=

>

5

>

>

?

E

9

<

5

>

5

O

=

5

4

8

?

@

8

A

F

B

F

K

J

7

P

C

G

L

:

St. John’s Lutheran Church

A

During November, we celebrate National
Family Caregivers Month. Caregivers may
call themselves husband, wife, parent, son or
daughter, but no matter what their title they
play an important role in caring for loved ones
who need their assistance. While this care is given freely and lovingly, it can
be stressful at times.
At Lutheran Services in Iowa, we celebrate family caregivers in communities
throughout Iowa and offer programs that assist them as they take on this vital
role. LSI’s home health care programs provide important services to families
including home visits by skilled nurses, homemaker services to assist with
light housework and respite services for those caring for a family member
with a physical or mental disability. At LSI, we understand the difficulties
and benefits of caring for a loved one. That is why we are here to support
this important group of people that take on these rewarding responsibilities.
For information on Lutheran Services in Iowa, visit www.LSIowa.org. Visit
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Needs Your Help with Donations
The Women of the ELCA have Lutheran Services in Iowa
(LSI) as their outreach project during November. The
congregation is invited to participate as well. Some needs
include: Outlock plug covers, cabinet-door safety locks,
toothbrushes and paste for children, diapers (sizes 2 and
3), baby wipes, baby wash cloths and winter baby clothes
(sizes 3 to 12 months).
We extend our thanks to all who so generously donated to the Des Moines
Area Religious Council (DMARC), our outreach project during the month
of October.
November Meetings
• Sarah Group will meet Thursday, Nov. 1, at 10 a.m. at Central Iowa Shelter
and Services at 1420 Mulberry St. in Des Moines for a tour of their new
facilities. Please be prepared to do a little walking.
• Lois Group will meet Thursday, Nov. 1, at 12:30 p.m. in Neumann Hall
at church.
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Children’s Ministries

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Youth Ministries

Growing in Faith at Home in November

A Note from Megan

Sunday, Nov. 4, is All Saints Sunday, the
remembrance of saints living and dead. In each
of our baptisms, we were made the saints of God.
Because of our baptisms, the light of Christ now
shines in each of us. On All Saints Sunday we
remember that every member of the church is a
saint. Families can remember special saints during
dinnertime in November. Light a candle and place
it on the kitchen table. During your table grace, add
a prayer in thanksgiving of remembered saints and
the way God’s light has shone in their lives. Here is
an example of a prayer you could include in your
table grace: Dearest Jesus, we were baptized in you,
and we are your saints. Help us to remember those
who have lived in faith. Help us in our telling of the
good news. You are the light of the world. Amen.

November already!? Where has the fall gone? The St. John’s youth have learned
a lot in confirmation and at JIF (Journeys in Faith) on Wednesday nights.
And they have been super busy doing other things together.

Sunday, Nov. 25, is Christ the King Sunday.
This Sunday is the final Sunday of the Pentecost
season. On this final Sunday in the church year,
we discover once again a God who is vulnerable in
love for the world. Here is a king who reigns from
a cross, who in a crown of thorns was mocked by
his executioners, who abides with us today and
saves us with the holy sacrifice of his own body
and blood. Christ the King Sunday is sometimes
called the Sunday of the Fulfi llment. God’s
people are reminded: “Jesus will come again and
all believers will live with Him in heaven (John
14:1-4).” Families can help children understand
this special day. Christ is another name for Jesus,
the King of Love. Give each child in your family a
piece of cut poster board with the letters KING OF
LOVE written on it, and let them glue toothpicks
on the poster picture to look like a crown of thorns.
Write Christ and Jesus on the poster board. Think
of other names for Jesus, such as Savior, Messiah,
Lamb of God, Emmanuel, Good Shepherd, Light
of the World and Lord. End the activity with this
prayer: Thank you God for sending Jesus to be our
Savior and King of Love. Help us always to follow
Jesus. Amen.

Audio
Sermons

Now available at
stjohnsdsm.org or
subscribe on iTunes.

They made 10 egg casseroles for the Salvation Army mobile food truck and
volunteered their time at The Beacon of Life women’s shelter. They also helped
put on the S’more Fall Fun Fundraiser – THANK YOU to all who came and
supported the youth! A HUGE thank you to the Christian Involvement team
for providing all the food! We could not have done it without all the people
who helped!
As a result, we are on our way to raising all the money we need for our 2013
summer trips.
Events for November
Confirmation Retreat (Grades 7, 8, 9): Nov. 2-3, 4 p.m., Friday, to 6 or 7 p.m.,
Saturday at Y-Camp in Boone.
Confirmation Class (Grades 7, 8, 9): Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in
Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) and Room 307; no class on Wednesday, Nov. 21.
Breakfast Club (Grades 7-12): Sundays from 9:55 to 10:55 a.m. in Room 307;
no class on Sunday, Nov. 25.
Journeys in Faith – JIF (Grades 9-12): Wednesdays from 8 to 9 p.m., Do
Drop In (DDI).
Fift h Annual Youth Fundraising Auction: Friday, Feb. 22, from 6:30 to 9
p.m. at Forte! SAVE THE DATE!!!

Refl ections from NOLA
Ann Strom – Age 17
Since this was to be my second ELCA National Youth Gathering, I wasn’t
really sure what to expect. It was an amazing trip and completely different
than the 2009 gathering. We took an airboat tour of swamplands, and they
were so gorgeous. I kept being reminded of the movie we watched about the
disappearing swamplands and how New Orleans depends on them as a major
defense from hurricanes like Katrina.
Being at the Superdome every night with so many other teenagers who share
the same faith with us was just amazing. It still really surprised me, even
after seeing a similar event in 2009. Multiple times we lit up the dome with
our cell phones and other lights. I just sat there watching; it was so cool.

Continued on Page 9
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On our Practice Justice Day we went to a kids’ camp and hung out with
them. We read and played games with them as well as helping them with
projects. Even though we were in a really small space, we made it work. My
girl, Dominique, wanted to show me everything and was really happy when
I agreed to eat lunch with her instead of in the hall where most of the ELCA
groups were eating. I really didn’t want to leave when it was time!
NOLA 2012 was an amazing trip! Thank you to everyone who supported us;
I know if it wasn’t for you, most of us (if not all) would not have been able to
have this amazing experience. Hopefully, you will see what we learned and
brought back to Des Moines!
Bryan Morrissey – Age 16
On July 17 adults and youth from St. John’s and throughout the United
States gathered in the beautiful city of New Orleans to not only learn about
the city, but also the people within the city and the stories they tell. The
experience will be one I will never forget, and I hope that the people I shared
the experience with can all say the same. Everybody’s life was affected in one
way or another, whether they wanted it to be or not. The experience opened
my eyes to what is actually going on in the state of Louisiana, and how people
are still recovering from the horrible disasters of 2005. What the media tells
you does not compare to hearing the stories directly from someone who
actually experienced them. This is a trip I am so grateful I was able to attend,
and I will never forget it.

St. John’s Faith Garden
We asked all the St. John’s Faith Garden volunteers to contribute stories to
this last epistle from the 2012 garden. Faith gardening is all about growing
vegetables for hungry families, and there are many side benefits too. Read
on …
Jean Rothfusz’ serendipity
My best surprise moment in the garden this summer was when I picked a
cucumber off a tomato plant! I think that was a first for me. Somehow the vine
sneaked over among the tomatoes, happily climbed the plant and produced
fruit. I enjoyed being hands-on in the garden and meeting wonderful St.
John’s gardeners.
Deanna Axness and daughters
I would like to mention that my 2-year-old and 4-year-old LOVED the rain
barrel. They would fi ll the containers for me and line them up to use for
watering. We also enjoyed the life lesson of distinguishing ripe tomatoes from
unripe ones. Of course, we always had to take time for a picnic in Pastor Bob
Speir’s backyard after gardening.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Linda Christensen and young friends
A fun memory from our St. John’s Faith Garden
this season is the day my young friends, Niko and
Natalia Fortune, and their mom, Deborah, traveled
along with me to the food pantry to help deliver
armfuls of ripe and ready tomatoes and zucchini.
As our garden’s produce was weighed and
recorded, Niko and Natalia, with eyes wide
open, took in the sight of floor-to-ceiling shelves
lined with boxed and canned goods. Meanwhile,
other volunteers were busy loading boxes from
the pantry onto a semi for transport to one of the
12 food pantries in our city. The children delighted
in watching the conveyor-belt workings and
being invited to walk into the truck and help out
a little. And, oh, so excited to learn that once they
turn 15 years old, they too will be able to volunteer
at the food pantry! What a fun and educational
field trip for school-age children!
Diana Sickles, our leader and volunteer
coordinator
I brag about our volunteer system to other faith
gardeners. It has worked so well, giving us ample
volunteers and enabling everyone to enjoy working
in the garden one week a month instead of feeling
burdened to work it all the time.
The generosity of those who support the garden
with donations of dollars and materials, especially
the rain barrel, is greatly appreciated. The Speirs
family allows us to use their backyard for gardening
space and donate their water for the garden when
the rain barrel is empty. One faithful couple has
made monthly donations to the garden fund since
June 2011. In all, 10 individuals and couples have
supported the garden, plus our Women of the
ELCA! Thanks to these “dollar” gardeners, we’re
in good shape to buy seeds, plants and materials
next spring for our third year.
All in all, another grand summer in the garden
with a cadre of four teams with four members
each, each one bringing the unique giftedness they
have to share. We’ve nearly tripled the amount of
produce donated to the Des Moines Area Religious
Council (DMARCf) – from 130 pounds last year
to 375 pounds this year as of Oct. 14. Pastor Bob
has set our goal for next year at 500 pounds! See
you next spring.

Margaret Townsend and family
I took my sister from Kansas to the garden one week, and she helped water
and weed. One week our son Bob helped put cages around the tomatoes, so
it was kind of a family project.
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Arts Donors Appreciation Reception Follows
Magnificat in D Presentation

Arts Ministries
Life-Changing Music to be Presented at Nov. 17 Concert
The spring of my senior year, our high
school choir performed J. S. Bach’s master
work Magnificat in D with orchestra and
professional soloists. The music had a
revelatory and transforming effect of me. If
you ever wondered when I got hooked on doing
music with singers and instruments, you can
trace it to May of 1964 when I was first a part of
music that was profound and exciting, stirring and
stretching, and knowing there was a world much bigger than I had ever
experienced. It has been a lifelong goal of mine to direct this piece, so when
Prof. Akira Mori, director of the Drake University Orchestra program, offered
the use of the Drake String Ensemble for something of my choosing at St.
John’s, I realized this might be my last and best shot at conducting this
precious gem.
Bach’s Magnificat is every bit the masterpiece that his B Minor Mass and
Passions are, but is much shorter; only about half-an-hour. With 12 movements
in 30 minutes – some solos are only a page in length – everything is compact,
and every section is a gem. The text is the Latin version of Luke 1:46-55,
Mary’s song of praise to God for his grace in choosing her to be the mother
of God’s Messiah.
Each movement expresses the sense, meaning and emotion of the lines and
verses of the Biblical text with amazing variety and contrast, sometimes with
the most soothing lyric-singing interrupted by driving, rhythmic relentless
throbs. In the first half, the St. John’s Choir will join with the Drake String
Ensemble and professional winds and trumpets under my direction. The
soloists include Alicia Frasier, Susie Stageberg, Mary Giese, Erik Horak-Hult,
Paul Stageberg and Mark Garner. The second half of the program will be the
Drake String Ensemble under the direction of Maestro Akira Mori.
The concert is the first offering in our 2012-2013 Performing Arts Series and
is supported by Friends of the Arts at St. John’s. This concert, which is free
and open to the public with an opportunity for a free-will donation, begins
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 17.
See the following article about Friends of the Arts at St. John’s to discover
how you can become a donor-patron of this exciting outreach ministry.

If you have not yet made a contribution to Friends
of the Arts at St. John’s this past year, you still have
time to become a patron and join us at a special
appreciation event for benefactors – a reception
following the Magnificat in D concert at St. John’s
on Saturday, Nov. 17.
Donor envelopes are available in the kiosks and
at the visitors’ center in the narthex (outside
the sanctuary). Please indicate on the envelope
“Friends of the Arts at St. John’s.” Your taxdeductible gift can be dropped off at the front
office or mailed to St. John’s at 600 Sixth Ave.,
Des Moines, IA 50309
Or, to make a donation with credit card, please
visit the church website (stjohnsdsm.org) and
click on the blue button marked “Make an Online
Contribution.” Your gift supports all of the arts,
which are such an important part of our outreach
ministry and corporate worship.
November Line-up for Midweek Music
The Midweek Music Series concerts are a perfect
way to insert an oasis of calm into a busy schedule.
Each Wednesday at 12:05 p.m., St. John’s offers
you a 25-minute, no-cost opportunity to relax and
renew with music from world-class musicians. The
series continues its focus on classical music, and
also offers a sampler of folk and world music. Invite
your friends and join us for a mid-day escapefrom-the-everyday in the sanctuary, followed by
a light lunch in Weertz Hall for $6 per person.
If you are interested in receiving e-mails about the
Midweek Music Series and other fine-arts events,
please send an e-mail to Beth Ann Edwards at
thearts@stjohnsdsm.org.
Our November concert schedule includes:
•

Larry Christensen
Director of Worship and Music

•
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Nov. 7 Grand View University Choir, Dr.
Kathryn Pohlmann Duff y, director
Nov. 14 Brian Joens, singer, song-writer,
guitarist
Nov. 21 Java Jews
Nov. 28 Sarah Plum and Drake violin studio
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more palpable during this election season. I don’t know about you, but I’m
so sick of politics I could scream (and have on occasion). We’re constantly
blasted about the ruin of our country if Candidate A is elected; not to be
outdone by those who predict the whole world is doomed if Candidate B
is elected. This is replicated at the local, state and national levels. With the
state of our country, our world and sometimes our own minds, if you’re not
depressed, you’re not paying attention.

Continued from Page 10

Artist of the Month

This priest, however, reminded us there is absolutely NO NEED to fear
tomorrow for God is already there. I think about God being with me; in
fact, I couldn’t cope if I didn’t believe that. But I’d never actually thought
about God being there ahead of me! It makes perfect sense! I was taught at
an early age from the famous (or infamous, depending on your point of view)
Baltimore Catechism. (Yes, I do go back that far, and thank you to those
who didn’t think I did.) We were taught God is omnipresent, omniscient
and omnipotent. God is everywhere at all times. God is all-knowing. God
is all-powerful. God is eternal – past, present and future all rolled into One.
And that One loves us, cares for us, protects us.
And, to carry the thought a little further, it’s actually quite proud-full for us
to worry. Who are WE to think that, by worrying, we will find the answer
to life’s issues or be able to carry out a preemptive strike against something
we perceive as bad? Can all your worries add a single moment to your life?
(Luke 12:25, New Living Translation) I certainly haven’t found it to be so.
A graphic designer, illustrator and photographer
for more than 25 years, Lyne Neymeyer uses
the computer and digital photographs to create
composite illustrations for books and magazines
and for her own personal work. She also has served
as instructor of graphic design, computer graphics
and photography at Drake University and Iowa
State University.

Hospitality & Outreach
Where Will You Be
Tomorrow?
A few weeks ago, I spent
the weekend in Chicago
with my son and his
wife. Time with them is always special, and this
trip was highlighted by a quick Sunday excursion
into Indiana where we celebrated the baptism of
my new grand-nephew. Baby Leo is my brother’s
grandson and is named after our late father; it was
a wonderful occasion.
Prior to the baptism, we attended mass at the
Byzantine Catholic Church, a quite different
experience from the Roman rite. The priest’s
homily was interesting and gave me a lot to think
about during the long drive home. He talked about
our busy, worrisome world and the unease and fear
so prevalent in our society. The stress feels even

No matter what happens tomorrow, we won’t face it alone. God already
knows what’s going to happen to us as individuals, as a local community, as
a country, as a world. With His help, we’ll face it. We’ll rely on His strength
– strength with which He graces us individually and the strength that He
provides us through others. He is already there … and it’s going to be okay.
To end on a lighter note, I wish to quote Charles M. Schultz, “Don’t worry
about the world coming to an end today. It is already tomorrow in Australia.”
Blessings,
Katie Tippens
Hospitality and Outreach Coordinator

Financials
A statement of our financial position can now be obtained in the weekly
bulletin or by contacting the church office.
NOTICE: All who give stock or other types of investments to St. John’s,
please be advised that St. John’s has moved its investment portfolio from
Ameritrade to Morgan Stanley Smith Barney (MSSB). When gifting please use
the following information to make transfers to MSSB: MSSB’s DTC number
is: 0418. MSSB’s account number is: 461-00524-1-9-013. The name on the
MSSB account is: St. John’s Lutheran Church. Those making a contribution
of stocks or other equities, please notify the finance office at financeoffice@
stjohnsdsm.org or call 515-243-7691. New rules do not allow brokers to
identify donors without prior approval from the donor.
Thank you for your generous and continued support of the ministries of St.
John’s Lutheran Church.
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