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Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure
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For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Luke 12:32-34
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happen. But if we go ahead and increase our giving, our thinking and our hearts
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Use this chart as a tool for discerning how you can grow in stewardship of your wealth
for the sake of the church
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A Word from Our Pastors

In the City for Good!
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

The economic recession that we are told we are recovering
from these days brings to mind similar events in the past.
For me, this means that I’ve been remembering my first
call in a small town in west-central Minnesota, where I
arrived just in time for the “farm crisis” of the mid-1980s.
There was no way that seminary training could prepare
a pastor for ministry in the midst of community-wide
depression and despair, or equip a pastor with words to
share with a farm family in the evening after all the farm
machinery had been repossessed and driven away. It was a pastoral baptism by fire,
to be sure.
However, we had an amazing man serving as our bishop in those years. His name was
Darrold Beekmann, and he was a bishop who took his roll as “pastor to the pastors”
very seriously. He often travelled to small-town or open-country churches, gathering
area pastors and lay leaders for fellowship and conversation. And I still remember
an image he used to encourage us in ministry, to remind us that our ministry included
more than the pain of the present moment. He said, “You cannot drive a car by looking
no farther than the hood ornament.” (Yes, I know this dates me…at that time some
cars still had hood ornaments!) His point was, of course, that we needed to keep the
“big picture” in mind; that Christ still called the church to love the world and to plant
seeds for future ministry while He sustained us through the present crisis.
I’ve been thinking about how that image also applies to congregations and the faith
formation of our children and youth. With the big picture – our children’s futures - in
mind, we are called to shape the faith of our children and youth now through our
witness, our testimony, to the faith that has sustained us in this life. Teaching faith in
Jesus is not solely the job of Sunday School teachers and a few youth advisors. It is,
rather, something we all promised to do when the children of St. John’s were baptized!
In a recent article in The Christian Century, a Princeton Theological Seminary
professor sounds the alarm regarding the lack of discipline congregations have shown
in faith formation of our youth. But it is not pastors, Sunday school teachers, or youth
advisors who are indicted for failing to tend to our children’s faith life. Rather, it is the
entire congregation that has become care-less, taking a very casual approach to
teaching faith in Christ, hoping that the kids will just eventually “catch on!” (We would
never assume that our children would simply “catch on” to algebra, biology, or foreign
languages would we?) Such a casual approach to faith formation results in a “sortof faith” that simply cannot withstand the struggles and crises our children and youth
face now and will continue to face in the future.
So, here is what we need to do at St. John’s: When asked to serve as a mentor
for our youth, please look beyond the “hood ornament of the car” – the demands of
the present moment in your life – and prayerfully consider the promises you made
when these children were baptized. Those promises were real, and it’s time to be
the witness you promised to be. And even if you are not asked specifically to mentor
a child, remember that you are still a mentor! Share your time and your faith story,
so that our children know that God loves and calls us all to love and serve the world.
I’ll see you in church!
Page 2

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Eagle Call ○ September 2010

WELCA Update
September begins a new Women of the ELCA year.
The women of the church will continue Christian
fellowship and worship and serve the local and
worldwide church.
St. John’s has three groups with different meeting
times to accommodate different lifestyles.
•

Lois Group meets at the church the first
Thursday of the month in Neuman at 12:30
PM, this month that is September 2nd.

•

Sarah Group meets in homes at 9:30 a.m. usually
the first Thursday of the month. This month
Sarah Group will meet the second Thursday,
September 9 at 9:30 a.m. at Jodi Erwood’s
home, 1590 SE Holiday Crest Circle, Waukee.

•

The third group is just being formed, it is for
women who wish to meet in the evenings. All of
the groups are open for new members, please
call the church or membership chairman Mitzie
McCloskey 277-1200 for more information.

Beloved Community
Beloved Community resumes on Wednesday,
September 8th*
Our Wednesday evening schedule that includes a
community meal, worship, choirs, confirmation and
Bible study – what we know as Beloved Community
– will begin at 5:30 p.m. on September 8th. This
gathering has become, over the years, a truly beloved
community of members and friends of St. John’s of all ages - who treasure mid-week fellowship and
educational opportunities. Let’s fill Weertz Hall to
eat, laugh, sing, and pray together this school year.
All are welcome!

Scholarships Awarded
Two Awarded Gfeller Scholarships
Congratulations to St. John’s members
Parker Wolfe and Constance Mithelman,
who have been named 2010 recipients of
Gfeller Music Scholarships.
Named for former St. John’s Director
of Music, Kenneth Gfeller, these
scholarships have been awarded since
1991, most frequently to members who are
studying music at the college level. This
year’s recipients, both college students,
presented strong applications: Parker
Wolfe will pursue drumming and percussion among his studies
at Kirkwood Community College in Cedar Rapids; and Connie
Mithelman is studying cello at Augustana College, Rock Island,
Illinois.
Mr. Gfeller was the Director of Music at St. John’s for more
than forty years, and his ability as a choral director and leader
attracted many talented singers. The scholarship named
for him is awarded by a committee comprised of a pastor,
representatives of the music staff, worship committee, and
music program. Donations may be made to the Gfeller Scholarship
fund year-round.

Get Re-Wired
Women are you so WIRED by the constraints of your life that
you have lost a sense of CONNECTION with other women?
If so, plan to attend the fall kick off of a new Women’s group
called WIRED: Women Interested in Renewal, Education,
and Discovery. Maybe it is time for you to get “rewired!

*More volunteers to assist in preparing and serving
our BC meal would be appreciated! Contact Pastor
Mithelman.
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Prepare for Worship
Sunday, September 5, Time after Pentecost,
Lectionary 23 - Labor Day weekend
The readings are Deuteronomy 30:15-20 (Moses speaks
to the Israelites who are about to enter the promised
land,) Psalm 1 (“They are like trees planted by streams of
water,”) Philemon 1-21 (While in prison, pleads on behalf
of a runaway slave,) and Luke 14: 25-33 (Jesus speaks
frankly about the fearsome costs of discipleship).
The liturgy setting will be “Now the Feast” that we have
used the last part of this summer. The hymns will be
ELW 880, “O God Beyond All Praising,” ELW 798, “Will
You Come and Follow Me,” and ELW 660, “Lift High the
Cross.” Sarah Garner will provide the music for offering
and communion.
Sunday, September 12, Time after Pentecost,
Lectionary 24 – Rally Sunday
The grumbling of the Pharisees and the scribes in the
gospel is actually our holy hope and only hope: This
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
The readings are Exodus 32:7-14, Psalm 51:1-10, 1
Timothy 1:12-17; and Luke 15:1-10. The hymns are ELW
789 “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us,” ELW 587 “There’s
a Wideness in God’s Mercy,” and ELW 833 “Immortal,
Invisible, God Only Wise.” Because of extras that are
always part of worship in September we will pare down
the liturgy, for instance omitting the psalm.
In recognition of “Rally Sunday,” some of our youth will sing
the introduction to “This is the Feast.” The contemporary
quartet “Asphalt and Stained Glass” will provide offering
and communion music at 8:45, and Cathedral Choir will
be back in business at 11:00 a.m. In recognition of Labor
Day just passed, Sarah Garner joined by some of our
percussionists will perform Aaron Copeland’s “Fanfare
for the Common Man” for the prelude at 8:45 a.m. and
11:00 a.m.
Sunday, September 19, Time after Pentecost,
Lectionary 25
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be
managers (rather than owners) of all that we have, it is
crucial to recall that we are bought with a price. “Christ
Jesus, himself human,…gave himself a ransom for all.”
Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

“Take My Life, That I May Be,” ELW 589 “All Depends
on Our Possessing,” and ELW 720 We Are Called.” At
8:45 Cantorei will sing “Let Justice Roll Like a River,” by
Marty Haugen and the Kisasa Choristers will sing the
introduction to “This is the Feast” and a verse of our first
hymn. At 11:00 a.m. Cathedral Choir will sing “The Last
Words of David,” by Randall Thompson. Sunday School
teachers will be installed and Bibles distributed to our
children at the 8:45 a.m. service.
Sunday, September 26, Time after Pentecost,
Lectionary 26
Consideration of and care for those in need (especially
those “at our gate,” visible to us, of whom we are aware)
is an essential component of good stewardship. It is in
the sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth.
The readings are Amos 6:1a, 4-7; Psalm 146; 1 Timothy
6:6-19, and Luke 16:19-31. The hymns are ELW 532
“Gather Us In,” ELW 723 “Canticle of the Turning,” and
ELW 669 “Rise Up, O Saints of God.” Offering music at
8:45 will be a male quartet singing the spiritual “Poor Man
Lazarus,” and at 11:00 a.m. Cathedral Choir will sing
“The Good Fight,” K. Lee Scott by K. Lee Scott. Asphalt
and Stained Glass will provide the communion music at
both 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Midweek Music Returns
One of Central Iowa’s most treasured musical offerings
kicks off its 2010-2011 series on Wednesday, September
29th with Brian Joens, folk singer/song writer and acoustic
guitarist. Brian’s songs are full of heart and the heartland.
Unashamedly Iowan, he unwraps life here in ways that
let you smell, taste, and see Iowa with awakened senses.
Midweek Music is series of free noontime concerts in our
sanctuary that run from 12:05 to 12:30 pm. The musical
offerings are varied in style but consistently of high
quality. The concerts are followed by a home-cooked
meal in Weertz Hall for only $6.
This is a wonderful mid-week break, a time for refreshing
your soul, seeing friends or making new ones, and
remembering why you love being part of a downtown
church.

The readings are Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113; 1 Timothy
2:1-7; and Luke 16:1-13. The hymns are ELW 583
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Arts Everywhere!

The culmination of all this fun, entertainment, and
information will be a grand “Friends of the Arts at St.
Find Out What Arts Ministry Does for St. John’s
John’s Celebration” on September 24th at the Park
And How You Can Offer Your Support!
Fleur, hosted by Diane Glass and the Friends of the Arts
The Arts Ministry Team is hosting at St. John’s.
a series of events in the next few
weeks to help introduce St. Mark your calendars now!
John’s members and friends to all
the ways that Arts Ministry serves An Easy Way to Support the Arts at St. John’s
St. John’s and all of Central Iowa.
These small gatherings in homes are intended There are a number of people who currently make
to be fun, entertaining, and informative - and a monthly contributions to “Friends of the Arts at St. John’s”
great way to meet others who share your interests. They of $5, $10, or $20. Since it is part of the monthly bills it
vary by date, day, time, style, and program and include does not cause too much of a strain on the household
budget. Since expenses go on year round it really helps
gatherings at:
our cash-flow. You might consider whether this approach
Pastors Rachel and Jack Mithelman’s home, Sunday, would work for you.
August 29th, 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. Share appetizers and
a glass of wine in the pastoral backyard, but in case of
inclement weather watch for an alternate site or rain date.

Inch by Inch, Row by Row

Kent and Megan Hartwig’s home, Saturday, September
11th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. This gathering will have a
“block party” vibe and be very informal and fun with music Like to know how to garden without digging or
by friends of Kent and Megan.
weeding?
John and Barb Bachman’s home, Friday, September
17th, 5:30 p.m. Entertainment will be provided by jazz
pianist David Liljedahl.
Darla and Bill Stiles’ home, Saturday, September 18th, 7
to 9:00 p.m. See their fabulous new water-feature and
landscaping project! The band “Asphalt and Stained
Glass” will provide the musical entertainment.
Attend any or all of the above events, but please R.S.V.P.
to St. John’s receptionist so that hosts can prepare
appropriately. For addresses please contact the church
office, 243-7691.

Mark Kane, professional gardener,
has agreed to mentor St. John’s
members who are committed to
establishing a garden at the Speirs’
home so that fresh vegetables can
be given to the DMARC’s Emergency
Food Pantry. Mark uses a “no dig,
no weed” method of gardening so
start saving your newspapers and
plan to join us in late August to
prepare a garden that will help to
alleviate childhood hunger in the Des
Moines area. DMARC’s clients are very appreciative of
fresh produce and the Speirs have generously offered to
let us use their land to grow fresh produce so that we
can contribute fresh vegetables to the Emergency Food
Pantry. Watch weekly announcements for the actual date
and time when we will be gathering at the Speirs’ to let
Mark show us how to prepare the ground for a garden
without spading or tilling.

At each of the gatherings you will have the opportunity to:
• Discover all the ways Friends of the Arts makes life
at St. John’s, Des Moines, and in Central Iowa more
wonderful, rich, and beautiful
• Provide your contact information so you may receive
personal invitations to all arts events
• Enjoy the opportunity to support Arts Ministry not only
financially but in meaningful ways with your talents and If you would like to be added to the list of folks who have
gifts.
already committed to helping at the St. Johns garden at
the Speirs’ contact Diana Sickles at dsickles@mindspring.
com or call at 255-5055.
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Small Groups

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Questions? Contact Darla Stiles, Small Groups Coordinator
243.7691 or darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org

CALENDAR
Quilting, Tuesdays, 9:30 am in Room 308.
St. John’s Moms, Saturday, September 11, 10:00 a.m. in the Nursery at
church.
EAGLES, September 11, Renaissance Faire at Sleepy Hollow.
St. John’s Networking Group, Monday, September 13, 5:30 p.m.,
Gateway Market on MLKing, Contact Ellen Fisher if questions, 274-5236
or Ellenfisher123@yahoo.com.
Gardening, Tuesday, September 14, at Groth Gardens & Green
Houses just north of Winterset, 6:30 p.m., or meet at 6:00 p.m. at the
home of Darla Stiles (3812 Greenbranch Dr., West Des Moines) to
carpool to Groth’s.
Saturday am Bible Study, Saturday, September 11, 8:30 a.m. at
Smokey Joes.
Lunch Bunch II, Wednesday, September 15, 11:30 a.m.
Lunch Bunch I, Thursday, September 16, 11:30 a.m.
Recreational Reading, Wednesday, September 22, 4:30 p.m. in Rose
Holm.
Photography , Sunday, September 26, 10:00 a.m. in Neumann.
WIRED: Women Interested in Renewal, Education and Discovery,
(new group starting-- open to all women) kick-off luncheon at Grand
View University, Sunday, September 26, 12:30 p.m.
Prayer Shawl gathering, Tuesday, September 28, 7:00 p.m. in the
Fireside Lounge.
Be sure to check www.stjohnsdsm.org for
small group dates and events.

More information on upcoming events
Quilting Group: The quilting group will be meeting on Tuesdays at
9:30 a.m. in Room 308 at church.

The EAGLES will attend the Renaissance Faire
on September 11. Those who wish may meet
at church at 9:30 a.m. to car pool as there is a
parking charge per car. Follow signs for Sleepy
Hollow Sports Park east of State Fair Grounds
at 4051 Dean Ave. Everyone should meet at
the gate at 10:00 a.m. The Faire is open until
6:00 p.m. There are skits and demonstrations
to attend, shopping and people in period dress.
The cost per person is $14 at area Hy-Vee stores
or with coupons available at other venues. Food
is on your own with plenty of available venders.
RSVP to Margaret Townsend if you plan to attend:
274-0962 or mtownsend1@mchsi.com. Rain
date is September 18th.
St. John’s Networking Group will meet on
Monday, September 13, 5:30 p.m., at Gateway
Market on MLKing. If you are looking for a way
to network and connect with others who are job
hunting, please join in some great fellowship and
sharing of ideas. Questions, contact Ellen Fisher
at ellenfisher123@yahoo.com.
The Gardening Group will be visiting Groth
Gardens north of Winterset on Tuesday,
September 14, to see their amazing mum
gardens. Deb Groth will talk about mums and
perennials as well as fall perennial planting.
You can even buy mums if you so desire (they
have great prices for large beautiful mums!)
Either meet at Darla Stiles to carpool (3812
Greenbranch Dr., West Des Moines, just north
of Grand off Thornwood Road) at 6:00 p.m. or
meet at Groth’s 2451 Cumming Road, north of
Winterset, at 6:30 p.m. All are welcome!
St. John’s Moms will meet on Saturday,
September 11, 10:00 a.m. in the nursery at
church. This group was formed a few months
ago for mom’s with children 3 or younger to get
to know other mom’s in similar situations; they
meet on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 10:00
am in the nursery at church (you may bring your
young one with you so they may also get to know
each other). A room will be provided for nursing
mothers.

Saturday am Bible Study will begin again this fall on Saturday,
September 11, 8:30 a.m. at Smokey Row Coffee, 1910 Cottage
Grove, in Des Moines.
Continued on Page 7
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Lunch Bunch II: This group will meet on
Wednesday, September 15, at 11:30 a.m. If
interested in joining this group, contact Janet Figg,
279-6326.
Lunch Bunch I: Lunch Bunch I will meet on
Thursday, September 16, at 11:30 a.m. Anyone
interested in joining the group please call Margaret
Roby at 288-6304 to reserve a space. New
members are most welcome!
Photography will meet on Sunday, September
26, 10:00 a.m. in Neumann at church. Anyone with
an interest in photography is welcome to join the
group on the 22nd.
WOMEN’S GROUP—“WIRED”: Women, are
you so WIRED by the constraints of your life
that you have lost a sense of CONNECTION
with other women? If so, plan to attend the fall
kick off of a new Women’s group called WIRED:
Women Interested in Renewal, Education,
and Discovery. Maybe it is time for you to get
“rewired!” A luncheon is scheduled for Sunday,
September 26, 12:30 p.m. at Grand View University
at the Rasmussen Center. Mark your calendars
now and watch for more details.
Prayer Shawl Gathering: The Tuesday evening
quarterly prayer shawl group will meet on Tuesday,
September 28, at 7:00 p.m. at St. John’s – Fireplace
Lounge. Anyone who knows how to knit/crochet
OR wants to learn is welcome to join them.
Couples and Singles Club: Come welcome Fall
while you sip wine and listen/dance to the light
jazz sounds of “Freestyle” at Summerset Winery
in Indianola on September 12th. Music starts
at 3:00 p.m. Bring a lawn chair and a munchie
to share. There is a $3.00/person or $10.00/car
load admission. RSVP to Hannas at 987-3147 or
Ritchies at 279-0153.

Did you know?

St. John’s Lutheran Church

In the City (and the World) for Good!
We are not called to live for ourselves alone, but to live Christlike lives for the sake of our neighbors. There are so many
ways that you can make God’s love known to people in our own
community and around the world through the local and global
ministries of St. John’s. Please find a sampling of opportunities
below.
•
Two crucial ministries that need your “over &
above” financial gifts are the Connection Café and St.
John’s Good Samaritan Fund…
The Café is a free noon-meal ministry that we sponsor in
cooperation with three other downtown congregations – St.
Ambrose, St. Paul’s, and First United Methodist. The Café
has one full-time employee, and most of the food is donated
and served by church and service groups. Please help us
reach our yearly goal of $10,000 in support of this life-giving
ministry.
The Good Samaritan Fund is administered by St. John’s
pastors and used to assist members and friends of St.
John’s who find themselves in crisis situations. This fund is
used often to meet needs for shelter, food, transportation,
and utilities. There is money allocated in the budget for
this fund, but additional donations allow us to assist more
people.
•
September 28 & 30 are the dates we need to provide
an evening meal & overnight hosts at West Des Moines
Christian Church for the Interfaith Hospitality Network.
IHN provides shelter for up to four homeless families in area
churches, and we assist West Des Moines Christian when it
is their turn to host. Watch for sign-up sheets in the narthex.
•
THANK YOU for your tremendous support of our
summer Lutheran World Relief Health Kit & Layette
project. We will begin assembling kits on Rally Sunday,
September 12, at 10:00 a.m. in Weertz Fellowship Hall.
•
ESL classes return to St. John’s this fall! Catholic
Charities continues to re-settle refugees and has asked us
to partner with them by providing space for ESL classes for
adults. The classes begin in September and will eventually
have the use of two classrooms and the nursery for two
mornings per week. At this time we do not know if volunteers
from St. John’s will be needed to assist with the classes, but
we are thrilled to be part of this ministry!

St. John’s now offers Wi-Fi internet
access from Weertz to DDI. Just look for
the STJOHNS wireless network and use
‘inthecity’ for the passcode.
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Children’s Ministries
Rally Sunday
To kick off the programming year, we’ll celebrate Rally
Sunday, September 12 at 10:00. Meet us in the Fireside
Lounge to pick up a Rally Sunday booklet full of clues to
some of the windows in the sanctuary. By the time you
have discovered all the windows, you will have created a
Life of Christ picture and storybook that you can keep to
take home and read again! Families will also get a chance
to put together puzzles of other St. John’s stained glass
windows and their meanings. Finish up with a treat that
will remind you of one of the Life of Christ stained glass
windows. Register for Sunday School and get a sneak
peek at the new SPARK curriculum we’ll be using in Sunday
School this year!
Sunday school starts Sept. 19. All children age three
through Sixth grade are invited to register for Sunday
School. Registrations are available on the table outside
of the chapel. We’ll be using new curriculum call SPARK
published by Augsburg Fortress. This new program is based
on a strong biblical foundation, dedicated to the mission to
learn from the Bible, to live the Good News, and focused on
presenting the Bible stories in a way that engages learners
appropriately for their age level. Children will experience
God’s word through interesting and engaging discussions,
games, art, music, and other activities.
Children’s Ministry Dates to Remember:
• September 12 — Rally Sunday (Fireside Lounge at
10:00)
• September 19 — Sunday School Begins
• Creation (Genesis 1:1-2:4a)
• Bibles will be given to 3 year olds and 3rd graders at
the 8:45 service.
• Sunday School teachers will be installed at the 8:45
service.
• September 27— Noah’s Ark (Genesis 6-9)
Children’s Ministries is still looking for Sunday School
teachers and helpers. Could you commit to teaching
or helping one Sunday a month? You need not be a
parent!!!!!! You need not have teaching experience or
be a theologian. A teacher’s guide is provided that gives
you a brief description of the Bible story to be explored. It
explains how to relate this to children in a Lutheran-based,
age-appropriate way and gives you choices of activities to
share with your class. If you choose to answer this call,
don’t be surprised if YOU delight in growing in your own
faith as you share God’s love with the children of St.
John’s!!!!! Contact Sheryl Reed at 243-7691 ext. 193 if
interested.

KDZ@SJLC for three through five year olds meets
during Beloved Community on Wednesday evenings.
Connections of worship, education, and our church
year help learners link faith to their daily lives through
music, movement, puppets, field trips throughout the
church, crafts, stories, and games. Our first class will
be Wednesday, September 8 from 6:30-7:30 in room
5. If you are interested in being a helper in this class,
please contact Sheryl Reed (243-7691 ext.193)

Youth Ministries
The new program year is here!!! Summer flew by! The
youth of St. John’s had a great summer and were very
busy around church. Three middle school students went
to Confirmation Camp at Lutheran Lakeside Camp.
Ten middle school students, Mary Bernau, and Megan
Clausen spent a week in Duluth, Minnesota serving the
community there. Much was learned about ourselves,
our faith, and serving others. Twelve high school
students, Pastor Bob, Greg Anderson, Mary Bernau,
and Megan Clausen spent a week in Chicago, Illinois
serving different ministries. Fun times were had by all
and much was discovered about ourselves and our
relationship with God. All participants have come back
ready to serve the Des Moines area. All the students
are pumped to be part of such a great church that
welcomes them as they are! Be sure to ask them about
their experiences! ☺
2010-2011 Schedule
Sundays:
• 9:55 - 10:55 a.m. - Breakfast Club (grades 7,8, & 9)
• 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. - J.I.F: Journeys in Faith (high
school students)
• 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. will be time to share a meal
together and catch up on life
• 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. will be time for 9th grade
Confirmation and high school Bible study /
discussion time
Wednesdays:
• 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. - Beloved Community meal &
worship
• 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation
Students and Parents: Be watching the mail, website,
and email for more detailed information! Get excited it
will be a very FUN and EXCITING year!!!

Continued on Page 9
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MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS
CONFIRMATION KICK-OFF POOL PARTY!!!
(Mandatory for all 2010-2011 7th - 9th grade students and their
parents)
Tuesday, September 7th from 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. @ Pastor Bob’s
House (2716 Westover Blvd.). Please bring a dish to share!
Hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, and drinks provided! Bring your
swimsuit! Sibling attendance welcomed and encouraged! ☺
Email Megan or P. Bob with questions!
The first night of Confirmation class will be Wednesday,
September 8 from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.!
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
JIF: JOURNEYS IN FAITH: Starts Sunday, September 12.
Come to church at 5:30 p.m. for pizza with your church friends!
This is also a parent meeting. Parents are invited for pizza,
brainstorming and fellowship! All high school students and
parents should come to get all the paperwork done for the year!
We will be discussing summer trip options as well! Email Megan
with any questions!

Photo of the Month

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Reaching Out
“We care and we’ve missed you!”
You attend worship regularly at St. John’s. You
join the community for coffee and doughnuts.
But somewhere along the way, you realize there
are some people you haven’t seen in a while. Of
course, travel or illness can cause a missed week
here or there, but you become conscious of the fact
you haven’t seen them in several weeks.
In a congregation as large as St. John’s, with
multiple services each week, it is difficult to keep
track of people. We do have worship cards and
they are recorded each week, but we also know
that some people don’t turn them in. For a variety
of reasons sometimes absences go unnoticed.
It happens. But now we are hoping to be more
intentional in “checking in” on folks we haven’t seen
for awhile.
We are looking for volunteers willing to make a
friendly call to follow up with folks who have been
missed at church. This isn’t Big Brother watching,
this is a call of concern to a member of our family.
In fact, a couple of people have been trying out
the call system and their calls have been gratefully
received. The recipients were glad that someone
noticed and someone cared enough to call.
We will work to identify those who are absent, and
the volunteers who make the calls will be asked to
do so every 4-6 weeks. We will offer training and,
and offer suggestions on how to help those who
may be in crisis.
This is a very real opportunity to care for one
another, and you can do it from the comfort of your
own home. If interested, please call Katie Tippins at
243-7691 ext. 115. Thank you for considering this
ministry opportunity.

This photograph of our Sanctuary, taken by Scott LaBlanc, is
featured on the cover of our new general information brochure.
The new brochure debuted at the Farmer’s Market on August
21st and can be found in our Welcome Center by the Fireside
Lounge.

Would you
like to
receive an
electronic
version of the
Eagle Call?
E-mail businessoffice@stjohnsdsm.org and
request the eEagle Call. Help us save on
the cost of postage, use less paper, and see
each issue in FULL COLOR.
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Hospitality & Outreach
Recently I attended the
ordination of a friend. It had
taken twelve years to go
through the seminary process
on a part-time basis; she is
also a wife and mother. She
received a call and is now the
Teaching Pastor at her parish. Those of us lucky enough
to call her friend will tell you she is a born teacher, but her
route to this point in her life was long and circuitous. By the
way, she is in her mid-fifties.

new active year at St. John’s – embrace it. Stretch your
wings and mind and try something new here at church
– a new ministry opportunity, volunteer opportunity,
maybe even a service at a new time(!) and see where it
leads. You’ll be in the right place.
If you are interested in learning how your gifts and
passions can assist the ministries here at St. John’s
please contact
Katie Tippins, Hospitality & Outreach Coordinator
243-7691 x.115 or katietippins@stjohnsdsm.org

I offer this information to make the point that no matter
where we are in our lives, how firmly set (we think!) our
paths may be, we never really know where God is going to
lead us…especially when we are open to the movement
of the Holy Spirit. Oh, God will still get our attention, but it’s Save the Dates
so much easier when we are receptive and avoid all the
detours and dead-ends.
What happened after last fall’s house meetings? Many
of you participated in these meetings in homes or at St.
We’ve all heard of stories where one dramatic event put a John’s. At similar meetings all over greater Des Moines
person on a totally new life path – altered travel plans that and Ames last fall, people voiced their concerns about
were life changing, coincidentally running into someone life in central Iowa and told their stories. Hundreds
who has been thinking of you and has a special opportunity of us came together at the AMOS Issues Summit
in mind, the old cliché of being in the right place at the right on November 1, 2009 to share some of the most
time. But I don’t think anything is a coincidence.
prevalent or egregious stories with our local, state and
Congressional elected officials. They were asked to
“… We know that in all things God works for the good of support the AMOS agenda to find workable solutions to
those who love him, who have been called according to his these complex issues. After November 1, AMOS teams
purpose.”
Romans 8:28
formed to conduct in-depth research. Their proposed
non-partisan solutions to these issues will be the AMOS
And that means us, folks. When you actually think about agenda for the November 2010 elections and beyond.
it isn’t that incredible?! We are exactly where we are Please mark these dates for your chance to hear the
supposed to be when we are supposed to be here! Talk research results and proposals of the issues teams.
about taking off the pressure. And even more amazing –
where we currently are is still the right route at the right time Sunday, September 26, St. John’s Adult Forum, 10:00
and leading us to yet another right moment.
a.m.

AMOS Update

People used to ask Mother Teresa how she knew what God
wanted her to do. She replied, “He whispers in my ear.” I,
on the other hand, need a megaphone two inches from my
ear and can still miss it.

We’ll see a video presentation about Project Quest, an
innovative work training program in San Antonio that
AMOS hopes can be replicated in central Iowa. We’ll
learn about other central Iowa issues being researched
by the active AMOS teams, and about their proposals
for non-partisan workable solutions.

What I’m earnestly trying to do is silence my own voice and
insecurities, and trust God. I have always trusted God, but I Sunday, October 24, 3 p.m., AMOS Issues Summit
don’t trust me. I fear that I will miss the message.
Where: First United Methodist Church, 1001 Pleasant,
Des Moines
When I grasp the meaning of Romans, I know that where I Local, state and federal elected officials will be invited to
am is okay and it is right. I look at my friend’s new life and, support the AMOS agenda. You are invited come and
in retrospect, see how God led her to this point; it wasn’t add your voice to a resounding “Amen” of assent.
pure chance. As we all start another new page this autumn amosiowa.org.
– new grade in school, new college, new job, new home,
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Trave l t h e Wo r l d !
Two opportunities for educational &
enlightening travel are available in 2011!
February 16 - March 2, 2011 – St. John’s next trip
to Tanzania to visit our friends in the Mramba Parish!
Watch for the announcement of informational meetings
in September.
November 1 - 11, 2011 – Pastor Jack Mithelman,
Campus Pastor at Grand View University, will lead a
trip to the Holy Land. Visit ancient Biblical sites and
listen to contemporary voices speak eloquently of the
current struggles. For more information contact him at
jmithelman@grandview.edu or 263-6004.

October EAGLE
CALL DEADLINE
The deadline for all
Eagle Call information
is Monday, September
20, 2010. Please send
information or articles, in
digital format if possible,
to Scott LaBlanc. At
scottl@stjohnsdsm.org.
If you cannot send it by
e-mail, drop it off at the
church office.
Thank you!

