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This request from one of Jesus’ disciples is the cry of every heart. Jesus answers
the request with words familiar and dear, the words of what we know as the Lord’s
Prayer. Jesus said, “When
you pray, say:

Sunday

Father, hallowed be
your name.
Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our
daily bread.
And forgive us our
sins, for we ourselves
forgive everyone
indebted to us.
And do not bring us to
the time of trial.”
                    - Luke 11:2-4
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As we find ourselves in a
fear-full culture obsessed
with a failing economy and its attendant losses, we hunger for a meaningful,
ongoing relationship with God. And that relationship grows through prayer.
Therefore, our midweek worship during the Lenten season this year will be
centered on the Lord’s Prayer. As we journey through the season we will be
encouraged to find our home in this prayer and to let the Lord’s Prayer live in us.
And as the words deepend our understanding of God’s love we will be changed.
Whether you pray deeply and daily or have never prayed at all, please join us on
Wednesdays, at 12:05 or 7pm, to worship, study, and pray as a community in
Christ.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

A Word from Our Pastors
Pastor Bob Speirs

“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they
saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. And
Jesus came to them and said to them, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded
you. And remember I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
                                                                                       - Matthew 28: 16-20
This passage, which is known as the “Great Commission”, and which also
concludes the gospel of Matthew, makes clear what our responsibilities as
disciples of Jesus and as a community of faith are. We are to go into the world
beyond the walls and confines of this church and tell others of the good news
of Jesus Christ in our words and our actions. Baptism is an integral part of our
witness, our discipleship and an outward sign of our faith. We trust that God is
present in our Baptism and in our lives, keeping the promises that God makes
for the sake of Jesus Christ. As Luther explains in his Small Catechism, “In
Baptism God forgives sin, delivers us from death and the devil, and gives
everlasting salvation to all who believe what he has promised.” We also
become joined together as part of the body of Christ known as the church, and
because of this we have an added challenge to love and support one another
in our mission to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus.
The other half of this “Great Commission” that sometimes gets overlooked,
I believe, is the teaching aspect of this command. We in the church do not
always take this teaching and learning part very seriously. As a matter of fact,
I have been in congregations that don’t offer Sunday School, Adult Bible study
or any type of continuing Christian education. Teaching anticipates learning.
When we fail to learn and grow we get stuck in our past, lose our direction and
our vision for new possibilities that can re-energize and stimulate our mission
and ministry. Unfortunately, the outcome of this failure to teach and learn in
many of these congregations was sorely evident…dysfunctional and dying
churches, without much hope for recovery.
In Jesus’ farewell discourse in John’s gospel, Jesus also establishes his
disciples as a new community of learning and teaching that will be guided by
the Holy Spirit into greater faith and understanding of God’s self-revelation in
Jesus Christ. “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.” (John 14: 25-26)
And, “When the Spirit of truth comes; he will guide you into all the truth.” (John
16:13a) As one author has stated, “Jesus word’s invite the disciples into a new
community characterized by change, growth, learning and transformation.”
Fortunately, here at St John’s we are able to offer many opportunities for
Continued on Page 3
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learning and growing in faith and ministry. A fine children’s
Sunday school program, Confirmation, In the Word
groups, Tuesday morning Bible study and discussion,
Beloved Community Bible study, and our Sunday morning
Adult Forum all contribute to the beginning of a fine and
challenging education program. All of us are provided the
opportunity to expand our knowledge and awareness of
our faith and proclamation.
Having said all that I’m happy to announce the beginnings
of an Adult Education Ministry team that will focus primarily
on our Sunday morning Adult Forum hour. Ron Taylor,
Steve King, Carol Fisher, and Bob Saf have agreed to meet
periodically to brainstorm and plan our schedule for the
near future. I look forward to this opportunity to work with
each of these people and to present speakers and topics
that will attract the attention and interest of the widest
group of our church members as possible.
Stephen Ministry: A Great Way You Can Help a Hurting
Friend
Do you have a friend, neighbor, coworker, or relative who
has suffered a loss or is going through a difficult time?
Here’s a great way you can help them--tell them about
our Stephen Ministry! Stephen Ministers are members of
our congregation who have received special training to
provide high quality, confidential, one-to-one, Christian
care to hurting people. Stephen Ministers meet weekly with
their care receivers to listen, care, encourage, and provide
emotional and spiritual support. (Males are matched with
males, and females are matched with females.) The caring
relationship lasts for as long as the person needs care. It’s
free, and it’s a powerful way you can help a hurting friend.
This laity-led program provides an opportunity for education
and growth, helping us learn how to be effective care
givers to those around us who have had a life changing
experience; the death of a loved one, divorce, loneliness,
loss of a job, or some other personal tragedy. St. John’s
has been involved in Stephen Ministry for over twenty
years and seven individuals recently completed the 25
modules of training and learning to be Stephen Ministers.
We have already assigned two of those individuals to care
receivers and look forward to offering this ministry to those
who have a need and interest. For further information on
our Stephen Ministry program, please contact Pastor Bob
or Karen Zaabel at church, 243-7691.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Financials
A statement of financial position can now
be obtained in the weekly bulletin or by
contacting the Church Office.
NOTICE: All who give stock or other types of
investments to St. John’s, please be advised that
St. John’s has moved it’s investment portfolio
from Citigroup Global Markets, Inc/Smith
Barney to Ameritrade. When gifting please use
the following information to make transfers to
Ameritrade: Ameritrade’s DTC number is:
0188. Ameritrade’s account number is: 788285389. The name on the Ameritrade account
is: St. Johns Lutheran Church. ‘Those making
a contribution of stocks or other equities, please
notify the finance office. New rules, post 9/11, do
not allow brokers to identify donors without prior
approval from the donor.
Thank you for your generous and continued
support of the ministries of St. John’s Lutheran
Church.

Interested in Altar Guild?
We are looking for men and women who would
like to serve in the Altar Guild. Responsibilities
include preparing communion, changing colored
paraments for the church season, preparation
for baptisms, etc.
For further information call Janet Witte at
245.4808 (daytime Monday – Friday) or
255.5678 (all other times).

Sewing Machines Needed!
Quilters are in need
of portable sewing
machines, fabric,
batting or sheet
blankets for making
quilts for the homeless
shelter. If you would
also like to spend
some time with us in Room 308 on Tuesday
mornings from 9:00 am to Noon, we would enjoy
the company and the help. Please contact Lu Saf
or Barb Hyler about any of the above information.
Page 3
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Prepare for Worship
Prepare to Worship for Lent,
March 2009

It has been said that “Lent begins with ashes, but it is
not a dry season - the waters of baptism flow through
it.” In baptism we are claimed as children of God and
adopted into Christ’s body, the Church. Lent provides
additional opportunities to gather as a community of
faith in fellowship, prayer, and praise.
All Sundays of the year are celebrations of the
resurrection, so Sundays in Lent are not, technically,
part of Lent. Still, the more reflective nature of the
season does affect our communal prayer. Sundays
at 8:45 and 11 am we will be using ELW Setting V,
the plain chant setting. The final hymns will not be
so “rousing”, and the postludes will also take a more
contemplative turn with solo instruments replacing
festive organ sounds. This is not an attempt to be sad
or “mournful.” It is intended as a way to help us breathe
deeper, move slower, and be more present to ourselves
and to those around us.

Sunday, March 1, First Sunday in Lent

The readings are Genesis 9:8-17, (the conclusion of
the flood story); Psalm 25:1-10 (Your paths, O Lord, are
steadfast love and faithfulness); 1 Peter 3:18-22 (God
acts through baptism to save us from a sinful existence);
Mark 1:9-15 (The spirit that comes to Jesus at his
baptism sustains him through temptation.)
The hymns will be ELW 445, “Wash, O God, our sons
and daughters,” ELW 319, “O Lord, throughout these
forty days,” and ELW 325, “I want Jesus to walk with
me.” At 8:45 Evangel and Boy Choirs will sing “A Lenten
Prayer,” by Robert Powell for offering and “God, Give
Us Grace These Lenten Days,” by James M. Thompson
during communion. At 11 am Cathedral Choir will sing
Dave Brubeck’s haunting “Forty Days.”

Sunday, March 8, Second
Sunday in Lent

The readings are Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 (God’s
covenant with Abraham and Sarah); Psalm 22:23-31
(All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the
Lord); Romans 4:13-25 (Paul presents Abraham as an
example of being saved by faith, not works); and Mark
8:31-38 (Jesus tells his disciples what is to come.) The
hymns are ELW 831, “The God of Abraham praise,”
ELW 667, “Take up your cross, the Saviour said,” and

ELW 802, “Let us ever walk with Jesus.” The laying on
of hands and anointing with oil for healing will be part of
every liturgy this second weekend of the month.
At 8:45 Cantorei will sing “Only Faith,” by Joseph Martin
for offering. Jennifer and Erik Horak-Hult will sing
“Thou very God, and David’s Son” from Bach Cantata
No. 23 accompanied by two oboes and harpsichord.
In something like a “mini-Bach festival”, at 11 am
Cathedral Choir will be joined by the St. John’s Chamber
Orchestra to present J.S. Bach’s Cantata No. 22 “Jesus
Called to Him the Twelve” throughout the liturgy. The
soloists will be Susan Stageberg, Mary Giese, Paul
Stageberg, and Mark Garner. A cantata like this is
really a meditation on a Biblical text, in this case Jesus
telling his disciples that he is going up to Jerusalem and
expects to be killed there.

Sunday, March 15, Third
Sunday in Lent

The readings are Exodus 20:1-17 (the third covenant,
central to Israel’s history, God gives the law at Mt. Sinai):
Psalm 19 (The commandment of the Lord gives light to
the eyes); 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (The center of Paul’s
teaching is Christ crucified); and John 2:13-22 (Jesus
attacks the commercialization of religion by driving the
merchants from the temple.)
The hymns are ELW 803, “When I survey the wondrous
cross,” ELW 637, “Holy God, holy and glorious,” and
ELW 328, “Restore in us, O God.” At 8:45 Cathedral
Choir will sing Haydn’s “The Heaven’s are Telling,” set
on a portion of Psalm 19. They will sing Mozart’s “Ave
Verum,” (Hail true body) during communion.

Sunday, March 22, Fourth
Sunday in Lent

The readings are Numbers 21:4-9 (God provides a
means of healing to the Israelites); Psalm 107:1-3,
17-22 (You deliver your people from their distress);
Ephesians 2:1-10 (God gives life as a gift of grace in
Christ Jesus); and John 3:14-21 (God so loved the world
that he gave his only begotten Son.)
The hymns are ELW 335, “Jesus, keep me near the
cross,” ELW 323, “God love the world,” and ELW342,
“There in God’s garden.” At 8:45 Cantorei will sing
“Amazing Grace” arranged by John Coates, Jr. for
Continued on Page 5
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Continued from Page 4
offering and “God So Loved the World,” by John Stainer
during communion. Cathedral Choir will repeat that
combination at 11 am, and Bell Canto will also play during
communion.

Sunday, March 29, Fifth Sunday in Lent

The readings are Jeremiah 31:31-34 (God promises a new
covenant); Psalm 51:1-12 (Create in me a clean heart, O
God); Hebrews 5:5-10 (Christ lived in trusting obedience to
God); and John 12:20-33 (Jesus’ words about seeds planted
in the ground dying to bring new life.)
The hymns are ELW321, “Eternal Lord of love, behold your
church,” ELW 339, “Christ, the life of all the living,” and ELW
324, “In the cross of Christ I glory.” At 8:45 Evangel and
Boy Choirs will sing “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service,”
arranged by Melinda Ramseth for offering and “Lamb of
God,” by Nikolaus Decius, d. 1540, arr. Marie Pooler during
communion. At 11 am Cathedral Choir, Chamber Orchestra,
and soloists Mary Giese, Paul Stageberg, and Joel Gettys
will perform “Thy Word is a Lantern,” by Henry Purcell
for offering, and “Lamb of God” in a setting by F. Melius
Christiansen during communion.

In the City (and the World)
for Good!
St. John’s is a center for mission in the heart of Des
Moines.  Below are updates on and opportunities to grow
in making faith active in love for the community and the
world.
• If you are a life-long Lutheran of a certain age, you
remember those Lenten “dime folders” that were a
discipline observed in most congregations. Well,
the dime folder has been replaced with an ELCA World
Hunger offering box for the Lenten season at St. John’s!
Please pick one up from the basket in the narthex, take it
home to your kitchen table, and make a daily contribution
– 25 or 50 cents, perhaps, or $1 – to support the ongoing
global hunger ministry of our church. We will ask you to
bring your contributions marked “World Hunger” sometime
during the Easter season. (You can keep the box &
continue using it!) Your offering supports ELCA domestic
& international efforts, as well as the ministry of Lutheran
World Relief and other organizations with which we are
affiliated.
• Another Lenten opportunity you will have is
assembling hospice kits, once again, for our sisters &

brothers in Christ in Tanzania. Our next St.
John’s delegation to the Mramba Parish will take
as many as possible to nearby Gonja Hospital
when we visit in July. If you cannot assemble
a kit, you can donate the approximate cost of a
kit assembled in Tanzania and we’ll take your
donation with us to Gonja.
• Please don’t forget to donate regularly to
the DMARC Food Pantry, placing groceries
and personal hygiene items in the grocery
carts in the narthex. The need is great.
• St. John’s $10,000 pledge to the
Connection Café (part of our ministry with
First Methodist, St. Ambrose & St. Paul’s)
will not be coming out of the budget in
2009, so it needs to be met through “over
& above” gifts. Please consider making a
monthly contribution, so that we can maintain
our quarterly contributions of $2500. Nearly
all of the food and supplies for the café are
donated. The only expense is the salary of the
coordinator, Rob Hoover, whose office is at St.
John’s. Attendance at this noon meal ministry
at 7th & Grand has been as high as 180 people/
day since the first of the year.
• Thank you for all of the ways your faith in
Christ is active in love through the ministry
of St. John’s.

Interfaith Hospitality
Network
St. John’s will assist WDM Christian Church in
hosting 3 homeless families in transition, during the
week of April 12th.
We will need volunteers to prepare and serve
supper for 25 people on Tuesday, April 14th and
Thursday, April 16th. Volunteers will stay til 8 pm to
visit and assist the families as needed.
We also need to provide overnight support from 8
pm til 6:30 am on Tuesday and Thursday nights.
Please see the sign up sheet in the Narthex.
Contact Jennifer Early for more information,
274-6872 or earlyrj@mchsi.com.
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CALENDAR

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Questions? Contact Darla Stiles, Small Group Coordinator
243.7691 or darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org

In the Word—3100 Grand Group
will meet Mondays, March 2 and 16, 1:00 pm.

MORE INFORMATION ON
UPCOMING EVENTS

3D
will meet Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, and 25 at
10:00 am.
In the Word—Saturday AM Group
meets Saturdays, at 8:30 am at Caribou Coffee on
Ingersoll, Questions, contact Jim Swanstrom (2441951) jimswanstrom@mchsi.com.
In the Word—Marker Group
will meet Mondays, March 9 and 23, 7:00 pm .
In the Word—Early Group
taking a break at this time.
EAGLES
will meet Friday, March 13, 11:30 am at church for a
Potluck and Games day in Weertz.
Prayer Shawl, Monday Group
will meet Monday, March 16, 1:00 pm in the Fireside
Lounge.
Lunch Bunch II
will meet Wednesday, March 18, 11:30 am.
Lunch Bunch I
will meet Thursday, March 19, 11:30 am.
Digital Photography
will meet Sunday, March 22, 10:00 am in Neumann.
Prayer Shawl, Tuesday Evening Group
will meet Tuesday, March 24, at 7:00 pm in the
Fireside Lounge.
Recreational Reading
will meet on Wednesday, March 25, in Rose Holm.

Chili Cook-off and Wii Tournament: You won’t
want to miss some winter fun on Sunday afternoon,
March 1. Plan to attend an all-congregational intergenerational winter event sponsored by the Christian
Involvement team at church. The Wii tennis and
bowling tournaments will begin at 3:00 pm Brackets
will indicate when and where you play. Also think about
entering the Chili Cook-off which will occur around
5:00 pm. The finals to the Wii tournament will take
place after the Chili Cook-off. Signups for both the Wii
tournament and the Chili Cook-off are in the lounge.
EAGLES will meet Friday, March 13, 11:30 am at
church for a Potluck and Games day in Weertz.
Bring a dish to share, your own table service, and
a board game (if you’d like). Wii games will be set
up. Beverages will be provided. Please respond to
Margaret Townsend at mtownsend1@mchsi.com or
call her at 274-0962.
Prayer Shawl Gathering—Monday afternoon group
will meet Monday, March 16, at 1:00 pm in the Fireside
Lounge. The Tuesday evening group will meet
Tuesday, March 24, at 7:00 pm in the Fireside Lounge.

Scrapbooking
will meet Saturday, March 28, 9:30 am to 3:00 pm in
Room 8..

Recreational Reading will meet on Wednesday,
March 25, at 4:30 pm in Rose Holm. The book for this
month is “Boom” by Tom Brokow.

Be sure to check www.stjohnsdsm.org for small group
dates and events.

Scrapbooking will meet on Saturday, March 28,
between 9:30 am and 3:00 pm in Room 8.
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Worship & the Arts
“HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER” FOR
WEDNESDAYS EVENINGS IN LENT

Many people have missed “Holden Evening Prayer” for
the Wednesday evening Lenten services. We have heard
you, and we will once again be using that liturgical setting
for the 7 to 7:30 pm Lenten services March 4 through
April 1. The messages will focus on prayer as will many of
the assembly’s songs and soloist numbers. Wednesday
midweek worship will also be available over the noon hour
from 12:05 to 12:30 pm.

Artist of the Month
Our Artist of the Month for
March is Peggy Jester, a
well-known Des Moines artist
and teacher.
Peggy works in severeal
mediums; paintings on
canvas, wtercolor, drawings
and prints.
The main body of paintings
are realistic and represent
changing patterns of light
in neighborhood settings or landscape. More recent
works are non-objective and emphasize color and form
relationships.
The March show will be on display from February 28th
to April 3rd.

Upcoming Adult Forum
Schedule
March 1st: Ed Slattery-Environmental Engineer
Ed will repeat this forum and slide presentation on water
sanitation issues and resources in developing countries
and the future socio-political impact that water resources
and demand will have on our economy.
March 8th, 15th, 22nd: Dr. Jim Pullen and Harry
Hinrichs
Jim and Harry will present on “Living in Christian

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Community”. Christians in the centuries following
Christ’s life on earth lived in community.
“Fellowship, common possessions, similarity,
common rights and rules characterized their
lives together.” Since the 5th century (Post
Constantinian) Christians have been led away
from the concept and practice of community
focused on the “common good”, and focused,
instead, on the preservation and growth of the
“Church”. This study will search for ways we can
bring community back into the center of our lives.
April 5th: Tony Timm, Director of Central Iowa
Shelter and Services
Mr. Timm will present on the activities and work
of the Central Iowa Shelter and also give us an
update on the progress and challenges (politically
and socially) that face the redevelopment and
rebuilding of the new shelter.
April 19th, 26th, May 3rd: Linda Bets - ELCA
A.I.M. / Certified Spiritual Director
Linda will be presenting these classes on
different methods to engage in Bible Study both
individually and in a group setting. Linda will also
address the ELCA initiative, “The Bible: Book of
Faith” as a way to encourage the broad spectrum
of our church members to engage in Bible reading
and study on a regular basis.
Suggestions of topics to make this Adult
Education hour exciting and interesting will be
considered and appreciated.

Parish Update
Please join us on March 29
during the coffee hour in
Room 8 for a Parish Update.
The Council will give you
an update on the ministries
of St. John’s, the current
financial situation, and save
time for a conversation with
the Sr. Pastor. Please join
us in this dialogue about this
congregation.
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Children’s Ministries
MARCH SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE
MARCH 1
Jesus Says God Cares for Me (Matthew 6:25-34)
Faith Trait - Self-discipline
Big Idea - We can trust that God knows what we need.

MARCH 8

MARCH 29
Jesus washes disciples’ feet (John 13:1-20)
Faith Trait - Humility
Big Idea - We are called to serve others.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Vacation Bible School will be June 22-25.

Nicodemus (John 3:1-21)
Faith Trait - Generosity
NURSERY LOST AND FOUND
Big Idea - God sent Jesus because of God’s love for us. Has your family left something in the nursery? Please
take a moment to check our lost and found for any of
MARCH 15
your stray articles. We have a variety of items that are
Dances of Universal Peace for children and families looking for their owners!
Location: Multi-Purpose Room
Peace Is Joy Resting
Joy Is Peace Dancing
Morgan Rivers and Linda Christensen will be leading
HERE’S YOUR CHANCE TO SUPPORT
Dances of Universal Peace for children and families
THE AMAZING YOU YOUTH OF ST.
on Sunday, March 15 from 9:55 – 10:55 in the Multi
JOHN’S!
Purpose Room on the 3rd floor. The dances are
accompanied by the instrumental ensemble, By Chants, ► Friday, March 27, 2009; 6:00-9:00 pm
Raise it Up ’09: A Night in the Big Easy
two guitars and frame drum.
If you missed the auction last year BE SURE to make it
The Dances of Universal Peace is a worldwide
to this one! The night will include a New Orleans style
organization using movement, music and sacred
dinner, great music, good conversation, a silent and a
phrases to connect with the Divine in ourselves and
LIVE auction! Childcare will be provided. Tickets are
others. Morgan is a supervised leader of the Dances.
$5 and children 5 and under are free! Tickets will be
To learn more, go to www.dancesofuniversalpeace.org
on sale between church services beginning March 8th.
They will also be available at the receptionist’s desk.
“In many cultures, the centering, enlivening, healing
power of sacred circle dance and body prayer are known Bring your friends!

Youth Ministries

as an integral part of the spiritual life. Movement lends
meaning and form, conveys spiritual truth and opens the
heart to Spirit and others.”
- Carolyn Bornhauser,
M.A. United Presbyterian Church

If you would like to donate items for the auction please
contact Megan Clausen (meganc@stjohnsdsm.org)
or Lora Simpson (lora.simpson@gmail.com). Here
are some ideas. Do you know how to get tickets to
events around Iowa? Can you provide some kind of
service that would be useful to others? Do you cook
MARCH 22
or entertain really well? (You could provide dinner for
Open a World of Possibilities: Nicaragua!!!
a group of people.) Do you know people that could
Kids and their parents are invited to enjoy a Nicaraguan
put together some really great things for the auction?
treat and a movie in room 207 (the movie room)! A short,
child friendly movie about the cooperative hunger projects We NEED you to use your connections! We cannot be
of the ELCA and Lutheran World Relief in Nicaragua will be successful without you! Donations need to be received
presented. After the movie we’ll move to room 208 (across by Monday, March 23. Thanks!
the hall) to play some Christian games and puzzles.
Continued on Page 9
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► Sunday, April 12, 2009
St. John’s Easter Breakfast
The youth will be providing breakfast between Easter
Services. Free will offering accepted. This year, due to
tight funds, we are trying to get as much food donated as
possible for the breakfast. If you can help us out contact
Megan Clausen (meganc@stjohnsdsm.org) for a list of
items that need to be donated! Thanks!

Creating in Community

► Saturday, May 2, 2009
St. John’s 1st Annual Plant/Rummage/Bake SALE
The plant sale will be done mainly by pre-orders (order
form attached). There will be some extra plants available
the morning of the sale. Plant orders with money are due
by Wednesday, April 1st. Checks can be made payable
to: St. John’s Lutheran Church with “Plant Sale” in the
memo line. Donations will be taken for the rummage and
bake sale in the middle of April.

CONFIRMATION NEWS

Be sure to ask any Confirmation student about the
Apostles’ Creed. They just finished AMAZING art projects
depicting the Apostles’ Creed! Now they are learning
about the Lord’s Prayer! They are a fabulous bunch of
little theologians—ask them their thoughts!

CALLING ALL PEOPLE!!!

Service trip opportunity! St. John’s will be taking an
INTERGENERATIONAL service trip to Omaha, Nebraska
on July 10-12, 2009. More information will be available
as people sign up, but we are hoping that the trip will cost
between $100-$125 per person. All children under the age
of 11 (this is a change from the last announcement) need
to be accompanied by a relative. Contact Megan Clausen
(meganc@stjohnsdsm.org) for more information. You can
sign-up on the clipboard outside the sanctuary!

Rebuilding Together Day
Rebuilding Together Day is May 2, 2009. Plan
to join others in our community to help lowincome homeowners repair and weatherize
their homes. For more information use www.
rebuildingtogetherdesmoines.org or call 515-284-7403.
Contact Margaret Townsend mtownsend1@mchsi.com
or 274-0962.

Check out more photos of “Creating in Community ‘09”
at www.stjohnsdsm.org

Thank You
To pastors and St. John’s members:
Just a short note to tell you how much we appreciate
all the kind things you did when Walter died. Thank you
for all the cards, flowers, calls and  memorials, not to
mention hugs!
Blessing to you all,
Garnet Schlievert &  family
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Easter Lilies…Two options for 2009!
Order forms for Easter lilies will be in the weekend bulletins
during the month of March.
When you see the form, please note that we have added a “lilyless” option this year. In place of or in addition to providing a
lily, you may donate the cost of a lily to the Connection Café,
our downtown noon meal ministry at 7th & Grand. The
Café is a ministry of the four downtown congregations - St.
Ambrose, St. Paul’s, First United Methodist, and St. John’s
- and serves a free lunch 5 days per week to people who are
homeless or among the working poor.
Thanks for generously providing a beautiful Easter celebration
both inside and outside the walls of St. John’s!

APRIL EAGLE
CALL DEADLINE
The deadline for all April
Eagle Call information
is due Monday, March
16, 2009. Please send
information or articles, in
digital format if possible,
to Nick Koenigs. Nick’s
email address is
nkoenigs@stjohnsdsm.
org. If you cannot send
it by email, drop it off at
the church office. Thank
you.

