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EAGLE CALL

GATHERING AS ONE
COMMUNITY DAY
Mark Sunday, May 3rd, 2009 as St. John’s Gathering As One Community
Day, with one service at 10:30 am, followed by
an all-congregational potluck! Bring a dish to
share. St. John’s will provide table settings and
beverages! Everyone is welcome! Please come!
What better way to connect with each other
than to worship and break bread together as
one community! The children will present the
musical, “Everyone Calls Him Sir,” and a
new group of Elders will be honored during
worship. Get re-acquainted with friends, share good food and fellowship.
There will be afternoon activities for all:
Connections...for Good organizing efforts for
the adults, activities for the kids, and nursery
care for the little ones. There will be food
galore...as only Lutherans can do it! If you
would like to leave any left-overs for donation
to the shelters – please bring your items in
disposable containers.
So don’t forget to mark Sunday, May 3rd, as a day NOT to miss being at
St. John’s!!
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Dear Friends,

St. John’s Lutheran Church

A Word from Our Pastors
Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman

Friday, April 3, 2009…
I was not in the office when she called, but I returned the call an
hour or so later. It was a request for an interview regarding the
Iowa Supreme Court decision striking down the ban on samesex marriage in our state. My caller was Susan, a deaf, lesbian,
professor of journalism at Gaulladet University (a highly regarded
school for the deaf) in Washington, D.C., writing an article on the court decision for an
on-line journal. We spoke through an interpreter in her office, and Susan said that she
had called three churches in Des Moines to get reaction to the day’s announcement. One
pastor refused to speak with her. Another had spoken favorably of the court’s ruling,
and now she wanted to talk to an ELCA pastor because she has also been following the
conversation in the ELCA on the proposed Social Statement on Human Sexuality and
the Recommendations on Ministry Policies coming before the church-wide assembly in
August.
“Since your church (the ELCA) might split over the Social Statement & the
Recommendations on Ministry Policies, I want to know what you think about the Iowa
court’s decision,” she said.
“I would not say that we are in danger of schism. We are having a lively discussion
in the ELCA,” I responded. “But there are deeply held beliefs on every side of the
conversation,” I acknowledged, “and the assembly in August will, indeed, be a turning
point for the ELCA.”
“But if you want to know how I’m feeling today,” I continued, “I think today is a great day to
be an Iowan!”
“Now wait a minute, girl,” she said, “I need to get this quote just right. You are proud of
your state and the court’s decision today?” “Absolutely,” I replied, “Iowa has a long history
of being ‘out front’ on issues of justice for its people, and that is what this comes down
to for me. The protections and benefits of civil marriage in our state are not for some
Iowans. They are for all Iowans. I am celebrating the court’s decision today.”
We spoke awhile longer, then said good-bye so that she could get back to writing her
article.
I think you should know where your pastor stands on this. I think that you should know
that after reflection, study, and prayer I believe that the Social Statement on Human
Sexuality and the Recommendations on Ministry Policies that will allow pastors in samegender, committed relationships to serve in the ELCA should be approved. I know that
not everyone at St. John’s holds these opinions, and that is okay. But I do hope that
you are informed, and as you are thinking about these things I also invite you to talk
with two members of St. John’s who are voting members of the church-wide assembly:
Jennifer Early and Larry Christensen…And because the quickest, easiest way to get
up to date information is on-line, here are some websites to visit: www.elca.org, for the
social statement and recommendations; www.goodsoil.org, for the reasons to support
the statement and recommendations; and www.wordalone.org, to read what those who
oppose the documents being brought to the assembly have to say.
It is an exciting time to be the church. And I think you should know where your pastor
stands.
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Hospice Kit Project
The Hospice Kit was developed several years ago by
Dr. Kristopher Hartwig, an ELCA medical missionary
to Tanzania. With these simple kits people throughout
Tanzania have the supplies they need to care for their loved
ones suffering and dying from chronic terminal illnesses,
most commonly HIV/AIDS. But a hospice kit is more than
just supplies. It represents care, concern and love for
fellow human beings when they need it most. When a kit
that was made or sponsored here in the USA is given to a
family in Tanzania it speaks volumes and the message is
a powerful one. It says, “We understand that you or your
family member is terminally ill, that this time is difficult for
you, and even though we don’t know you personally, you
are our brothers and sisters we want to accompany you on
your path.”
The St. John’s Global Mission Committee has learned
that currently thousands more hospice kits are needed
in Tanzania as thousands more families and volunteers
are being trained in “palliative care”- care that addresses
the specific physical and spiritual needs of the terminally
ill so that they can be kept comfortable, clean and loved
throughout the final stages of illness and death. We
believe that together the people of St. John’s can make
or sponsor 300 hospice kits between now and the end of
2009. However, there is an urgent need for as many kits as
possible to be collected by the end of the summer. Please
consider the two options below:
1) To sponsor one or more hospice kits, simply write a
check for $15 per kit. Make the check out to St. John’s
Lutheran Church with “HOSPICE KIT PROJECT” on the
memo line.
2) Make one or more kits following the specific instructions
which can be found on tables in the Lounge areas near the
sanctuary. Then drop off completed kits in the Office.
Please speak with your friends, families, committees. (Can
your family or friends sponsor or make 5 kits? Can your
committee take on 10 or 20?) Then track our progress
toward our goal of 300 kits on the graph in Neumann Hall.
Questions: call Julie Lowe@ 277-3361 or Carol Fisher @
537-2648

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Financials
A statement of financial position can now
be obtained in the weekly bulletin or by
contacting the Church Office.
NOTICE: All who give stock or other types of
investments to St. John’s, please be advised that
St. John’s has moved it’s investment portfolio
from Citigroup Global Markets, Inc/Smith
Barney to Ameritrade. When gifting please use
the following information to make transfers to
Ameritrade: Ameritrade’s DTC number is:
0188. Ameritrade’s account number is: 788285389. The name on the Ameritrade account
is: St. Johns Lutheran Church. ‘Those making
a contribution of stocks or other equities, please
notify the finance office. New rules, post 9/11, do
not allow brokers to identify donors without prior
approval from the donor.
Thank you for your generous and continued
support of the ministries of St. John’s Lutheran
Church.

Where Do We Stand?
The Council encourages you to attend our
periodic congregational updates. Our next
one will be at 10:00 am on Sunday, May 31 in
Weertz Hall.
A quick status report on our financial position: at
the end of the first quarter we had revenues at
96% of budget and expenses at 94% of budget.

Social Ministry Team
The Social Ministry Team will have our quarterly
meeting on Thursday, May 7th at 6:00 pm.
We will share a light supper at Jennifer Early’s
home: 4621 Boulevard Place in Des Moines.
Anyone interested in discussing and planning
the Social Ministry activities at St. John’s in
invited to join us.
Call Jennifer Early at 274-6872 or email:
earlyrj@mchsi.com
Page 3
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

Prepare for Worship
Sunday, May 3rd,
All-Congregation Service

There will be one service on Sunday, May 3rd, at 10:30
am. This is a chance for our congregation to gather to
worship and then share a potluck meal. (See details
elsewhere in the Eagle Call and on our website.) The
word portion of the service will be the presentation of
a musical on the story of the Syrian general Naaman
from 2 Kings 5, and a dramatic, topsy turvy story it is
- with Kings and generals listening to slave girls and a
general taking a bath in front of his troops and servants.
The production is a collaborative effort by the Evangel
and Boy Choirs, Cantorei, and the St. John’s Chamber
Orchestra.
There will be no Sunday 7:45 or 8:45 service, but the
Saturday 5 pm service will take place as usual. The
lessons will be Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24;
and John 10:11-18. The hymns will be ELW 385, “Good
Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing,” ELW 362, “At the
Lamb’s High Feast We Sing,” and ELW 369, “Christ the
Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia!”

Sunday, May 10th, Fifth
Sunday of Easter

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his
life with us is the image of the vine with us the branches,
alive in each other. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s
living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s
life.
The readings are Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 22:25-31, 1 John
4:7-211, and John 15:1-8. The hymns will be ELW 377,
“Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!” ELW447, “O Blessed Spring,”
and ELW 449, “We know that Christ is Raised.” At 8:45
Cathedral Choir will sing Franz Liszt’s Missa choralis
within the Sunday Eucharistic liturgy.

Sunday, May 17th, Sixth
Sunday of Easter

Friendship is the image of Christ’s relationship with us
this Sunday. We are called to serve others as Jesus
came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of
servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture
the essence of life with Christ. Friendship better
captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the
relationship into with Christ invites us. The Greeks
believed that true friends are willing to die for each

other. This is the mutual love of Christian community
commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.
The lessons are acts 10:44-48, Psalm 98, 1 John 5:1-6,
and John 15:9-17. The hymns are ELW 880, “O God
Beyond All Praising,” ELW 358, “Great God, Your Love
Has Called Us Here,” and ELW 720, “We are Called.”
Cantorei will sing at 8:45 for offering, and at 11 am
Cathedral Choir will sing Franz Liszt’s moving Missa
choralis within the liturgy.

Sunday, May 24th, Seventh
Sunday of Easter

The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken
from the long prayer Jesus prays for his followers in
John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always
includes his desire that his followers will be one as
he and the father are one. This oneness is not mere
doctrinal agreement of institutional unity, but mutual
abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love and joy.
This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom we have
received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit!
The readings are Acts 1:15-17, 21-26, Psalm 1, 1 John
5:9-13; and John 17:6-19. The hymns will be ELW
645, “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation,” ELW 482,
“I Come with Joy,” and ELW 576, “We All are One in
Mission.”

Sunday, May 31st, Day of Pentecost

On the fiftieth day of Easter we celebrate the Spirit,
through whom and in whom the people of God are
created and re-created. Pentecost is sometimes called
the church’s birthday, but might more appropriately be
called its baptism day, since the gift of the Spirit is the
fullness of baptism.
We will be celebrating with identical Pentecost Festival
Services at 8:45 and 11 am. The red banners will be
hung from the sanctuary windows as red, the color of
the Church, will be in evidence everywhere. Remember
to wear red to church this Sunday!
The readings are Acts 2:1-21, Psalm 104:24-34, 35b,
Romans 8:22-27, and John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15. The
hymns will be ELW 582, “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling,”
ELW 401, “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading,” as the
gospel procession, ELW 405, “O Spirit of Life,” and ELW
400, “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind.”
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In the City (and the World)
for Good!

St. John’s is a center for mission in the heart of Des Moines.
We seek to make “faith active in love” in a variety of ways,
bringing the hope and peace of the Risen Christ to our
neighbors in need. Below are ways that you may use
your particular passions for the sake of our local & global
neighborhoods.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

The numbers of people visiting St. John’s
to request assistance with rent, emergency
food, transportation, prescriptions, etc.
continues to grow. Pastors Mithelman &
Speirs use the Good Samaritan Fund to respond
to as many requests as possible on your behalf.
Donations to the fund are always needed
and welcome! Just mark your check “Good
Samaritan Fund” and we will make good use of
those funds!

We begin with thanks…
• for your response to the 2009 version of the Lenten
“dime folder” - the ELCA World Hunger offering box! We
will soon have a total of our Lenten offering to the Hunger
Appeal. If you still have a box at home, we hope that you Thanks for all the ways that you contribute
to making St. John’s a faith community that
will return it soon. (We can always order more boxes
- they’re free! - if you would like to continue this discipline is “in the city for good!”
all year.)
• for supporting families that are homeless and were
temporarily housed by the Interfaith Hospitality Network
at West Des Moines Christian Church the first week of
Thank you to those who contributed underwear
Easter. St. John’s provided meals, evening hosting,
and socks in the drawers scattered throughout
early morning van service and overnight support that
the church. More that 200 items were donated.
week.
WELCA distributed them to the Family Violence
• for your generous gifts to the Connection Café through
Center, Harbor of Hope, and Central Iowa
our alternative Easter lily donation opportunity. As with
Shelter and Services . Their clients really
the Hunger Appeal offering, totals will be announced
appreciate receiving new undies and socks.
soon. The Café continues to see an increased number
of people coming for lunch nearly every day.
There are receptacles in the reception area and

Drawers for “drawers”

Thanks to a grant from Thrivent Builds Neighborhoods,
we will be able to offer an After School Arts Program (ASAP)
summer camp (mornings only) for one week in June.
Terri Speirs has agreed to be the coordinator of the camp
and many, many volunteers will be needed. Watch for
opportunities to sign up for everything from providing snacks
to teaching to serving as studio helpers. You may contact
Terri at terrispeirs@yahoo.com.
Toothbrush & toothpaste donations have not been
as generous in the last few months as previously!
Let’s get back on track with this! Look for “specials,” clip
coupons, etc., so that this simple ministry – which makes a
big difference in a person’s overall health – may continue.
Toothbrushes & toothpaste may be left in the bins in the
narthex or the reception area.

the west Narthex for ongoing donations of new
underwear as well as old eyeglasses, personal
care items, magazines, cell phones, etc . Share
these items any time of the year and they will be
forwarded to those in need.

DES MOINES CONCERT SINGERS, directed
by John Kelly, will present a concert called “In
Praise of Music” on Sunday, May 3, at 3:00
pm at St. John’s Lutheran Church. Music by
Purcell, Britten, Schubert, Brahms, Rodgers
and Hammerstein, Des Moines’ own Alice
Jordan, and more. Free will offering.
Page 5

Eagle Call ○ May 2009

Small Groups
CALENDAR

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Questions? Contact Darla Stiles, Small Group Coordinator
243.7691 or darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org

Restaurant Visitation/Christian Involvement,
Tuesday, May 5 at Mi Mexico at 6:00 pm.
3D
Wednesdays, May 6, 13, 20, and 27 at 10:00 am.
In the Word—3100 Grand Group
will meet Mondays, May 4 and 18, 1:00 pm.
In the Word—Marker Group
will meet Mondays, May 11 and 25, 7:00 pm.
In the Word—Saturday AM Group,
Saturdays, at 8:30 am at Caribou Coffee on Ingersoll,
Questions, contact Jim Swanstrom (244-1951)
jimswanstrom@mchsi.com.
In the Word—Early Group, taking a break.
EAGLES
will meet Friday, May 15, at 9:30 am at church to carpool to
West Bend to the Grotto.
Prayer Shawl, Monday Group,
will meet Monday, May 18, 1:00 pm in the Fireside Lounge.
Lunch Bunch II,
will meet Wednesday, May 20, 11:30 am.
Lunch Bunch I,
will meet Thursday, May 21, 11:30 am.
Digital Photography,
Sunday, May 24, 10:00 am in Neumann.
Prayer Shawl, Tuesday Evening Group,
will meet Tuesday, May 26, at 7:00 pm in the Fireside Lounge.
Recreational Reading
will meet on Wednesday, May 27, in Rose Holm.
Scrapbooking
will meet Saturday, May 30, 9:30 am to 3:00 pm in Room 8.
Be sure to check www.stjohnsdsm.org for small group dates and
events.

MORE INFORMATION ON
UPCOMING EVENTS
EAGLES will meet Friday, May 15 at 9:30
am at church to carpool to West Bend.
The group will stop at Tom Thumbs, a
combination restaurant and Dairy Queen in
Fort Dodge to have lunch, then proceed to
tour the Grotto. There is no charge for the
tour, but donations are welcomed. Following
the tour, the group has the option of stopping
at the museum at Fort Dodge (junction of
169 and Business 20). You may rsvp to Jim
and Phyllis Hanson at 255-6148 or by e-mail
at gymfil56@q.com
Prayer Shawl Gathering—Monday
afternoon group will meet Monday, May
18, at 1:00 pm in the Fireside Lounge. The
Tuesday evening group will meet Tuesday,
May 26, at 7:00 pm in the Fireside Lounge.
Recreational Reading will meet on
Wednesday, May 27, at 4:30 pm in Rose
Holm. The book for this month is The
Reader by Bernhard Sehlink.
Scrapbooking will meet on Saturday, May
30, between 9:30 am and 3:00 pm in Room
8.
St. John’s Couples Club
The May event
is hosted by Phil
and Judy Latessa
and Mike and
Pam Hanna on
Sunday, May
31 at 5:00 p.m.
at the Latessa’s
home. We will enjoy dinner and a report on
Paulina’s new home in Tanzania.Cost $7.50
per person. RSVP by May 22 to 270.8811.
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Worship & the Arts
LAST MIDWEEK MUSIC ON MAY 6TH
TO PROMOTE FAIRLY TRADED COFFEE!
Not everything Johann Sebastian Bach wrote was serious
and sacred. He also was part of a group that held musical

Stephens Ministry
STRESSED? DISCOURAGED?
LONELY? SAD?
DON’T SUFFER ALONE. HELP IS
AVAILABLE.

coffee clatches at a local coffee house. Coffee was all the

Sometimes we fall into the trap of thinking it’s a

rage in those days, as it is today, and

sign of weakness to ask for help, so when we’re

Bach wrote a comic cantata about

stressed, discouraged,

a young woman coming into conflict

lonely, or sad, we try

with her father over her caffeine habit.

to keep our struggles

St. John’s singers Jenn Horak-Hult,

hidden from others.

Erik Horak-Hult, and Mark Garner

However, that’s not

will play the rolls and our organist,

God’s plan. Galatians

Sarah Garner, will accompany them

6:2 says, “Bear one

on piano. As only seems appropriate,

another’s burdens, and

we will take the opportunity to lift

so fulfill the law of Christ.” God wants us to care

up the importance of buying fairly

for others--and allow others to care for us in our

traded coffee and chocolate products

time of need.

which, coincidentally, are available
at St. John’s! The 12:05 to 12:30 pm

If you’re sad or struggling inside, don’t suffer

concert is free, and following a delicious lunch is available

alone. Ask for help. We’ve got a team of

catered by Crave Italian American for only $6.

Stephen Ministers who are ready to provide

The 2009-2010 Midweek Music line up is shaping up to be,
once again, one of the best ever with lots of diversity and a
high level of musical artistry in evidence. Keep supporting
the Arts Ministry of St. John’s, and we will see you each
Wednesday noon beginning September 30th.

Palm Sunday ‘09

confidential one-to-one care, encouragement,
and support to help you through a tough time.
Find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking
with one of our Stephen Leaders: Pastor Speirs,
Karen Zaabel or Linda Rieck. Our 7 Stephen
Ministers are ready to bring God’s love and care
into your life.
On Sunday, May 10, 2009 the Stephen Ministry
program will be lifted up at the 8:45 a.m. service
with a temple talk by Pastor Speirs, involvement
of Stephen Ministers in the service and an adult
forum on the Stephen Ministry. Please join us
to find out more about this valuable ministry for
people in need.
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Children’s Ministries
MAY SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, MAY 3
Spring Musical during worship at 10:30
► All kids need to be in costume and in chapel by
10:30.
► If you have indicated that you need help providing a
costume, we will have a sash and a hat for your child to
wear.
► We will have it ready for your child in the chapel at
10:30.
► After your child does the army procession in the
performance (this is toward the middle of the musical),
please come pick your child up in the chapel.

All congregation potluck following the
worship on May 3!!!
SUNDAY, MAY 10
Open a World of Possibilities: Nicaragua!!! All kids are
invited to meet in room 207 (the movie room). You’ll be
treated to some popcorn and we’ll view new segments
from a child friendly movie about the cooperative
hunger projects of the ELCA and Lutheran World Relief
in Nicaragua.
SUNDAY, MAY 17
Last day of Sunday School!!!
Age three-Kindergarten will meet in their regular Sunday
School classrooms and hear the story from Acts 2:43-47
(Community of Believers).
Big Idea - Christians share and care for others.
Faith Trait - Harmony
Third Annual Bible Game Show for
first-fifth graders!
The First-Fifth Graders will participate in a Bible Game
Show that will be held on Sunday, May 17 in the chapel
at 9:55. The Bible Game Show questions will come from
the Bible stories they have learned in Sunday School
this year. Study sheets will be emailed to families

St. John’s Lutheran Church

and will also be provided for all first-fifth graders
on Sunday, May 10. During the Bible Game Show
answers will be a team effort with one spokesperson
for each team giving the final answer agreed upon
in the team. We’ll all be winners in the end when we
realize how much we have learned this year!!!!

GROWING FAITH AT HOME
Read 2 Kings 5:1-19 with your child. Talk about
the servant girl in the story. As a child and a
servant, she risked punishment for speaking out.
Her compassion for Naaman was great! Talk
about the meaning of compassion with your child
and brainstorm ways in which they can show
compassion. Praise your child when you see them
demonstrating compassion!!!!!
The theme for Vacation Bible School (June 22-25)
is “Love to Serve!” The Lutheran Lakeside Camp
Staff will be leading games, songs, crafts, bible
study, and skits based on Mark 10:45 (“For the Son
of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life a ransom for many.”) Registrations will
be available later this month!

Youth Ministries
Summer is almost here! Woo hoo! There are lots of
exciting things happening around St. John’s for the
youth! The summer schedule is listed below. If you
would like more information or if you would like to
help out with one or all of these activities please
contact Megan Clausen (meganc@stjohnsdsm.org
or 243.7691).

MIDDLE SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES:
Tuesdays (well most Tuesdays) this summer
from 4-6pm @ St. John’s (For ‘09-‘10 7th & 8th
graders)—bring your Friends!
Continued on Page 9
Page 8
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Girls: You will watch and discuss the first season of
The Secret Life of the American Teenager with Megan!
Boys: You will watch a movie, go on some field trips,
and explore things with P. Bob!
The Faithful Artist
Wednesdays from 1-4pm @ St. John’s ---Bring your
friends! (For ‘09-‘10 7th, 8th, & 9th graders) This
is an experiment being tried out this summer at St.
John’s. YOU don’t want to miss out on the chance to
get in touch with you “inner Picasso” even if you think
you are not-so Picasso! “the faithful artist” will be a 7
week art program where students will get the chance to
see how their faith influences their art and vice versa!
They will explore different mediums and learn how to
use their God-given gifts to create art. No previous
experience necessary!
The cost for this is $50 for all art supplies.
Middle School Extreme Week: July 6-10 from 9am9pm…@ St. John’s and around Des Moines
There will be no service trip this year. Instead we will
have an intense week of some Bible study, games,
parks, pool time, maybe a trip to Adventureland, and
lots of service around Des Moines. Volunteers will be
needed!
If Confirmation students have worship requirements
and service requirements to finish they NEED to attend
this week of fun! This will complete all requirements
(there will be some paperwork they will have to do, but
it will be worth it)!

HIGH SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES:
God’s work. Our hands. Together. LYO Synod
Assembly ’09: Don’t miss your chance to see the inner
workings of the church, get some great leadership
training in the process, and hang out with high school
students from across the synod! Assembly will be
held at Wartburg College in Waverly, IA and will take
place June 12th &13th. Cost is $100. Contact Megan
Clausen if you are interested in going! It will be 2 days

of pure fun!!!
Blue Like Jazz: What does that even mean? Come
and find out! Join Megan and other high schoolers
as we read Donald Miller’s book, Blue Like Jazz.
We will meet most Tuesday nights from 7-9pm to
discuss what this awesome book has to say about
everyday life and Christianity. Meetings will be held
at Mars Café (2318 University Avenue). The cost is
$10 (for the book). Contact Megan to sign-up!
Day trips! Be on the look-out for more information
about a couple day trips and service opportunities
that will be offered this summer!
CHANGE OF PLANS! In order to be more
organized and super awesome, the STAND, a new
worship experience at St. John’s, will begin in the
fall of 2009. If you would like more information on
how you can help with the planning, the music,
the—ANYTHING—pertaining to this new and
exciting opportunity contact Megan Clausen
(meganc@stjohnsdsm.org or 243.7691). Be
watching for more information!
CLASS OF 2009
St. John’s would like to congratulate the graduates
of the Class of 2009. The graduates from St. John’s
are as follows:
Julianne Hilmes is the daughter of Jack and
Jennifer Hilmes. Throughout her four years at
Roosevelt High School, Julianne participated in
swim team, tennis, R-Club, National Honor Society,
National Council on Youth Leadership, Sheroes,
and Show Choir. Julianne was also an academic
letter recipient. She has been involved in VIP and
Nexus choirs here at St. John’s, as well as attending
Lutheran Lakeside Camp during the summer. She
plans to attend the University of Missouri and study
Journalism.
Continued on Page 10
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Olivia Peterson is the daughter of Curt and Shannon
Peterson. Throughout her four years at Roosevelt High
School, Olivia participated in art and volleyball. At St.
John’s Olivia has been involved in Sunday Night Live
and confirmation camp at Lutheran Lakeside Camp.
Olivia plans to attend Iowa State University after
graduation to study to be a veterinarian.
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Kyle Stephens is the son of Craig Stephens and Leslie
Stephens. Throughout his four years at Norwalk High
School, Kyle has been involved in band, French Club,
the school play, and is a member of the National Honor
Society. At St. John’s, Kyle has been involved in OSJ
and he attended the National Youth Gathering in San
Antonio. He plans to attend college after graduation.
Aaron Strom is the son of Bonnie and Ronald Strom.
Throughout his four years at Hoover High School,
Aaron has been involved in baseball, tennis, and
National Honor Society. Aaron is also and Eagle Scout
and remains an active volunteer with the Cub Scouts.
Aaron has been involved in OSJ, Sunday Night Live,
Youth Group, LYO, and has gone on service trips while
at St. John’s.
Erica Stromgren is the daughter of Paul and Jalayne
Stromgren. Erica attends Johnston High School and
spends her free time volunteering at the Animal Rescue
League. At St. John’s, Erica has been involved in
Confirmation and camp at Lutheran Lakeside. Erica
plans to attend Iowa State University in the fall.
Graduates for whom information was not received
include: Alice Delaney, Cody King, Paul Knecht,
Elizabeth Pederson, and Drew Wilson
CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2009! Your St.
John’s family is proud of you!
The congregation is invited to a reception in the
graduates honor following the 8:45am recognition
service on Sunday, May 17th in Weertz Hall. Cake
and punch will be served!

Photos courtesy of
Jacque Warming
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Altar Guild Needs
Your Help
The season of Advent comes each year for the
four weeks prior to the celebration of Christmas.
Currently our blue paraments are in need of
replacement before the next Advent Season.
As a member of the Altar Guild I’m asking for your
help in the way of a donation of any amount you like,
to be used in the purchase of new blue paraments.
I know things are not the best in the financial world
right now, but if you would consider a few dollars it
would be a start. Altar Guild members look forward
to the Season of Advent and want your Sanctuary
to be as beautiful as possible. Please make any
donation payable to St Johns with notation for BLUE
paraments.
Thank you. Delaine Marker, Altar Guild Member.

Fields of Hope

greenhouses and tire gardens are affording the
indigenous population to begin achieving food
security. This project has been so successful that
new communities have been added to the effort.
Low impact , sustainable food production and
marketing assistance is allowing these folks to feed
their families and have enough money to send their
children to school. We plan to continue to support
this program in its fifth year because of its proven
results. The Foods Resource Bank projects are
locally determined and are not imposed on the
communities. There are currently about 60 projects
world wide. Lutheran World Relief is one of the faith
based in country implementers.
A Fall Harvest Festival is planned for October, details
later.
If you wish to donate , to learn more about the Fields
of Hope, or to help with the fall event please contact
Bob or Jean Williams at 277.9120 or rwilli1195@aol.
com

Photo of the Month

The Fields of Hope will be planted on the same farm
as last season, near Polk City. This spring 18 acres
of corn will be planted. Most of the inputs have been
donated thanks to the seed dealers and the co-op
and others. Cash is still needed for the insurance
and rent. Please consider donations toward these
expenses and the total project.
As a result of the sale of the crop, donations and the
FFA students sweet corn sale, $14,000 was sent to
the Foods Resource Bank toward the Totonicapan
Guatemala project. Reforestation, inexpensive

Even the youngest members of St. John’s emptied
their piggy banks to support Raise It Up ‘09.
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The Elders of the Church
St. John’s Church Council has approved a
slate of names, presented to them by the
Elders Nomination Committee, of members
of St. John’s who have shown outstanding
service to the church over many years,
reached their 70th birthday, and should be
honored as Elders.
Join us in celebrating these 16 faithful
servants on May 3rd during worship on
“Gathering As One Community Day.”

JUNE EAGLE
CALL DEADLINE
The deadline for all June
Eagle Call information
is due Monday, May
18, 2009. Please send
information or articles, in
digital format if possible,
to Nick Koenigs. Nick’s
email address is
nkoenigs@stjohnsdsm.
org. If you cannot send
it by email, drop it off at
the church office. Thank
you.

