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The month of May brings a major transition to the life and ministry of St. John’s Lutheran
Church. After 40 years of service to the Lutheran faith, Director of Worship and Music Larry
Christensen will retire on May 31.
In 1975, Larry came to St. John’s as youth director and assistant director of music. In 1978
he left to attend Westminster Choir College where he received a master of church music
degree. Returning to St. John’s in 1980, he has served under the titles of parish musician,
then director of worship and music. Three years ago, Larry semi-retired to two-third’s time
(which meant he took two days off per week instead of one.) But now, Larry’s ministry with
St. John’s comes to a close.
Corporate worship is the heart of our life as a community of faith, and in my time as senior
pastor, I have heard again and again how the people of St. John’s value the dignified, liturgical, musical, creative worship we enter into every week. We enter that amazing experience
of praise due, in large part, to Larry Christensen’s passion for honoring our Creator and
Redeemer with “everything that has breath” (see Psalm 150) and his faithful, determined
leadership to make it so.
We thank God for Larry and his faithful, creative ministry in this community and in the
larger church. Our life has been enriched in more ways than we can count by his God-given
gifts. We are grateful, so very grateful.
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A Word from Our Pastors
By Pastor Bob Speirs

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues,
as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages, as the spirit gave
them the ability. Acts 2:1-4
The word Pentecost comes from an ancient Greek
phrase, Pentecoste Hemera, which translated means
50th day. Originally, Pentecoste Hemera was the Greek
name for the Jewish Harvest Festival that was the
second of three pilgrimage festivals that the Israelites were called to observe,
as specified in the Old Testament. Two of the several references to this festival
can be found in Exodus 23:14-17 and Deuteronomy 16:16-17. It is a festival that
celebrated the first fruits of the wheat harvest. Part of the offering made to God
during this celebration was two loaves of bread, made with leaven, from the first
harvested wheat, as an expression of the people’s thankfulness for God’s provision
and faithfulness. Also known as the “The Feast of Weeks,” this celebration also
later became the celebration of the giving of the Law (The Torah) to the Israelites,
on Mount Sinai, an event of great spiritual significance to the Jewish people – past,
present and future. This celebration also is known as Shavuot, a word meaning
“weeks.” It is a holiday (Holy Day) that is observed over a two-day period during
the Jewish month of Sivan.
The gathering of Jews in Jerusalem, including the disciples that we read about in
Acts 2, was initially for the purpose of gathering to celebrate this Feast of Weeks.
Yet as the story continues, we see that God is also about to do a “new thing,” and
that is to bestow upon his people the Holy Spirit, which signifies God’s new and
grace-filled mission and purpose for the sake of the world.
On the Christian calendar, Pentecost is generally considered the birthday of the
church in most mainline Protestant denominations, the Roman Catholic Church
and the Eastern Orthodox Church as well. It is the day that we commemorate
the word of Jesus Christ fulfilled, after he promised his disciples an advocate, the
Holy Spirit, to help guide and empower their mission to proclaim the Gospel to
all nations. Luther’s explanation of the third article of the Apostles’ Creed helps
us remember the work and the wonder that the Holy Spirit offers: “I believe that
I cannot of my own understanding or effort believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or
come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened
me with his gifts, and sanctified me and kept me in the true faith. In the same
way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on
earth, and keeps it in the one true faith. In this Christian church day after day
he fully forgives my sins and the sins of all believers. On the last day he will raise
me and all the dead and give me and all believers in Christ eternal life. This is
most certainly true.”
I look forward to being with you in worship in the days and weeks ahead, as we
move towards the great day and celebration of Pentecost, and don’t forget to
wear something red.
And speaking of harvest festivals, our St. John’s Faith Garden team is gearing up for another season of planting, tending and harvesting our faith garden.
As many of you already know, the purpose of our garden is to help supply the

Continued on Page 3
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Des Moines Area Religious Community (DMARC)
Food Pantry system with fresh produce for those
people and families who either don’t have access
to, or simply can’t afford fresh fruits and vegetable. Our gardening team will meet on
Sunday, May 3, after the 10 a.m. service in
the Neumann Conference Room across from
the Chapel on the first floor. We are in need of
several more volunteers to help with our gardening this season, so if you are an experienced gardener, or a simple novice like me, and would like
to join this erudite and ambitious group, please
join us for this fun and rewarding experience; we
could use your help. For more information about
our gardening ministry, please contact Pastor
Diana Sickles or Pastor Bob Speirs (243-7691 or
pastorbob@stjohnsdsm.org).
Thanks again for all you do in supporting and
growing the work of the Gospel, through this
community of faith we know as St. John’s. Peace
be with you.

Women of the ELCA
Information provided by members of WELCA

Wear Your Best Bonnet Day

In The City (And the World!) for Good…
By Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman

We keep being surprised by evil. As we grow in our capacity for compassionate connection with oppressed persons, the cruelty, violence and capriciousness of pain become clearer… We must remember: Evil happens. So
does love. We choose which place we will live. I want to live in love forever.
N. Gordon Cosby
Opportunities to “live in love” with our neighbors – in this city and
around the globe – through serving those in need abound at St. John’s.
Please see ways that you may participate below:
First, a word about the experience those serving at Central Iowa
Shelter and Services had on April 18-19. The volunteer coordinator
has been notified about the difficulty encountered in serving supper to
the shelter guests on those evenings, and we have been assured that
the issues noted will be addressed. Thanks all who persevered on those
evenings in a difficult situation.
The Connection Café has moved to its new home at the Cathedral
Church of St. Paul, Ninth and High St. Meals will be served at St.
Paul’s beginning Monday, May 4. The kitchen and dining facilities are
larger than at the old location, and the schedule has changed slightly
with lunch now served Monday through Friday. (Saturday lunches will
not be available.) Thanks to the St. John’s members of the Bridge Board
of Directors: Mary Kay Frazier, Sue Ging, Judy Latessa and Ed Slattery,
for assistance with this transition. And please remember that the Café
needs our financial support to continue in ministry. St. John’s contribution in 2014 did not meet our goal of contributing $10,000 per year
to this project. Please help us reach that goal in 2015!
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Group Meetings


The Women of the ELCA Groups will meet on
Thursday, May 7.



Sarah Group will meet at 10 a.m. at Deerfield,
13731 Hickman Road in Urbandale. Sue Sandahl is hostess.



Lois Group will meet at 12:30 p.m. in Neumann Hall.
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honor Pastor Mosa with a gift, you may send your check (marked for the
adolescent program) directly to Powell Chemical Dependency Center,
Iowa Lutheran Hospital, 700 E. University Ave., Des Moines, IA, 50316.

Remember: “Evil happens. So does love. We choose which place we will live.”
Let’s choose to live in love.
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Prepare for Worship
by Larry Christensen

Sunday, May 3, Fifth Sunday of Easter
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with
us is the image of the vine. Christ, the vine, and we, the branches,
are alive in each other in the mystery of mutual abiding we read
about in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes
us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive
with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ
feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of
the world.
The readings are Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 22:25-31, 1 John 4:7-21
and John 15:1-8. The hymns will be ELW 708, “Jesu, Jesu,
Fill Us with Your Love,” ELW 447, “O Blessed Spring,” and
ELW 545, “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing.” At 10 a.m.
the offering music will be Cathedral Choir and the Chamber
Orchestra performing the first movement of Gloria, by Antonio Vivaldi. The communion music will be the same forces
with the final movements of that work: “Quonium to solus
sanctus” and “Cum Sancto Spiritu.”
The postlude will be our final “pop-up” mini-concert of the
year with our String Scholars performing Antonio Vivaldi’s
Bassoon Concerto in a minor, RV497, with Tyler Chen as the
bassoon soloist. Please remember to thank these musicians
for the joy they have given us over the past nine months.
Former Associate Pastor Dan Witkowski will be present and
bring greetings during the 10 a.m. service.

Sunday, May 10, Sixth Sunday of Easter
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with
us is the image of friendship. We are called to serve others
as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of
servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the
essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, joy
and deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ
invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian
community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.
The readings are Acts 10:44-48, Psalm 98, 1 John 5:1-6 and
John 15:9-17. The hymns will be ELW 822, “Oh, Sing to the
Lord,” ELW 397, “Loving Spirit,” and ELW 835, “All Creatures, Worship God Most High.” At 10 a.m. offering music by
Cathedral Choir and our Blower Room Brass, will be Robert
Ray’s “He Never Failed Me Yet.” During communion the Youth
Handbells will ring and the assembly will sing ELW 742,
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus.”
Former Associate Pastor LeAnn Stubbs will be bring greetings to the congregation during the 10 a.m. worship service
and attend a reception following in Fireside Lounge.

4 The Eagle Call May 2015

Sunday, May 17, Seventh Sunday of Easter,
Elton Richards, Preaching
The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the
long prayer Jesus prays for his followers in John’s gospel on the night
before his death and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers
will be one, as he and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere
doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding,
interpenetrating life, mutual love and joy. This oneness is the work of
the Spirit whom we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit!
The readings are Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1 in a setting
by John D. Horman, sung by Kisasa Choristers; 1 John
5:9-13 and John 17:6-19. The hymns will be ELW 655, “Son
of God, Eternal Savior,” ELW 482, “I Come with Joy,” and ELW
538, “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth.” For offering at 10 a.m.
Cathedral Choir will sing “I Will Not Leave You Comfortless,”
by Carlton Young, and the Adult Handbell Choir will ring
during communion.
Former Senior Pastor Elton Richards and will greet the congregation at the 10 a.m. service, and he and Anne will attend
a reception afterward in Fireside Lounge.

Sunday, May 24, Pentecost
On the 50th day of Easter we celebrate the Spirit, through
whom and in whom the people of God are created and re-created. Pentecost is sometimes called the church’s birthday, but
might more appropriately be called its baptism day, since the
gift of the Spirit is the fullness of baptism. Ezekiel’s vision
shows the Spirit resurrecting and re-creating not just individuals but a whole people. Romans says that God is in the process of re-creating the entire cosmos. Yet the Spirit is also at
work in the most intimate and personal way, praying in us “with
sighs too deep for words” when we do not know how to pray.
The readings for Pentecost, which will be used at 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. Sunday, are Acts 2:1-21, Psalm 104:24-34,
35b, Romans 8:22-27 and John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15. The
hymns will be ELW 398, “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine,” ELW 400,
“God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind,” and ELW 407, “O Living
Breath of God.”
More information about the 10 a.m. Pentecost Hymn
Festival can be found on page 10.

Sunday, May 31, The Holy Trinity
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something
about who God is beyond, before, and after the universe: that
there is community within God. Our experience of this is reflected
in Paul’s words this day. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed
to his Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit
prays within us, creating between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him.
The readings are Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17;
and John 3:1-17. The hymns will be ELW 413, “Holy, Holy,
Holy, Lord God Almighty!” ELW 412, “Come Join the Dance of
Trinity,” and ELW 802, “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus.”

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Small Groups
by Darla Stiles

Quilting: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m., Room 308 at church.
Mah Jongg: Mondays, May 4, 11 and 18, 6 p.m. at church (unless
otherwise notified).
Yoga: Thursdays, May 7, 14 and 21 at 5:45 to 6:45, Fireside Lounge
at church.
Hardanger: 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, May 12 and 26, 11:30 a.m.,
Valbracht Room at church.
Gardening: Wednesday, May 13, 6 p.m., home of Jo Anna Hebberger.
Lunch Bunch II: Wednesday, May 20, 12:30 p.m.
Lunch Bunch I: Thursday, May 21, 11:30 a.m.
Recreational Reading: Wednesday, May 20, 4:30 p.m. in Rose
Holm Room at church.
EAGLES: Tuesday, May 5, leave St. John’s at 9 a.m., trip to Pella
to view tulips.
St. John’s Social Club: Event that was planned for May 17 has
been postponed. Watch announcements for details.
Keep up to date with all events by subscribing to our weekly
email newsletter (sign up on the homepage of our website)
or keep an eye on www.stjohnsdsm.org/news

More Information
Quilting continues to meet Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. in Room 308 at church.
Yoga will finish a six-week session in May, meeting on Thursdays, May
7, 14 and 21 from 5:45 to 6:45 in the Fireside Lounge at church. Cost
is $10 per class. If interested, contact the yoga instructor, Corinne
Lambert (515-556-3679 or callingwisdom1@hotmail.com).
Mah Jongg will meet Mondays, May 4, 11 and 18 at 6 p.m. in Neumann Conference Room at church. (If group decides to meet at Smokey
Row on nice evenings, members will be contacted.) If you can attend,
contact Darla Stiles (darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).
Gardening will kick off its summer tours with a visit to JoAnna Hebberger’s gardens at 701 56th St., Des Moines at 6 p.m. on Wednesday,
May 13. The Hebbergers have a large vegetable garden, growing a lot
of their own food, canning and preserving. They added a greenhouse
a year ago to extend their growing season. They also have been replacing non-native plants in their yard with native plants as JoAnna is an
ecologist. Everyone is welcome to join the group for a talk and tour.

The EAGLES will view the tulips in Pella on Tuesday, May 5. The group will leave St. John’s at 9 a.m.
to allow time to look around before lunch. Lunch
will be at the Royal Amsterdam Hotel. Please RSVP
as soon as possible, since this is just a couple of
days before the Tulip Festival. Contact Dave and
Linda Miller (277-1161 or jaketurtle@aol.com).
St. John’s Social Club’s event originally planned
for this month has been postponed. Watch
announcements for further details.
WIRED Book Discussion will meet Thursday,
June 4, at 6 p.m. at Lorraine Wilbur’s place. The
book we will discuss is All the Light We Cannot See,
by Anthony Doerr. Bring an hors d’oeuvre to share.

Global Mission
By Phyllis Olson

Quilting Bee News
Over the winter months great progress was made
in making quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Thank
you to everyone who helped sew blocks together,
sandwich tops, batting and backing, sew the bindings, and tie the finished quilts. At least 70 quilts
are complete and another 36 are in some stage of
completeness. There are an undetermined number
of block packages yet to be returned.
Thank you to everyone who donated the wonderful quilting materials. Also, thank you to the
Tuesday morning quilting group that has been
measuring and cutting the donated material to
make more block packages. For anyone who would
like to sew a quilt-top together, packages of quilt
blocks are available in the Fireside Lounge.
Quilting Bees will continue through the summer
on Saturdays, May 30, June 13, July 11 and Aug.
22, from 9 a.m. to noon in Weertz Fellowship Hall.
Everyone is welcome to come; no experience is
necessary. It is helpful if you can bring your own
scissors. If you need more information, contact
Phyllis Olson (515-270-6920).

Lunch Bunch II will meet Wednesday, May 20, at 12:30 p.m. If interested in joining this group, contact Janet Figg (515-279-6326).
Recreational Reading will meet on Wednesday, May 20, at 4:30 p.m.
in the Rose Holm Room at St. Johns. We will discuss The Mockingbird
Next Door: Life with Harper Lee, by Marja Mills.
Lunch Bunch I meets Thursday, May 21, at 11:30 a.m. New members
are most welcome! If interested in joining the group, please call Barb
Hyler (515-401-5721).
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Gemechisa Mosa Ordination
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Children’s Ministry

Youth Ministry

By Alicia Karwal

By Noah Niermann

A Special Thanks!

Oh, the Places We’ll Go!

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of
others,” Mahatma Gandhi. As the 2014-2015 program year
comes to a close, I am grateful for all of the volunteers who
have shared their time and gifts with our St. John’s children.
Our volunteers give so much of themselves, as is evidenced
by their dedication to this ministry. I am equally grateful to
the families who have made faith education a priority for
their children. It is through you that our children begin their
faith journey.
As Sunday School, KDZ@St. John’s and Joyful Noise conclude in the coming weeks, I give thanks for all that we’ve
learned, all that we’ve shared, and all of those we’ve served.
As always, I count my blessings that I am a part of this wonderful ministry as well. I look forward to more time spent
together during Vacation Bible School this summer and hope
that many of you will be able to join in the fun!

Children Helping Children
The Sunday School classes have continued to collect coins and
dollar bills in the milk jars stationed throughout the classrooms. The proceeds will benefit children in need around the
Des Moines metro area so that they may have a healthy start
to their day with a nutritious breakfast. This service project
will come to an end with the conclusion of the last Sunday
School class on May 17. A full donation will be awarded to
the Des Moines Area Religious Council to purchase healthy
breakfast cereal.

Register NOW for VBS at St. John’s!
Registration for Vacation Bible School
(VBS) at St. John’s is underway! The
dates and times are Monday, June 29,
through Thursday, July 2, from 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. VBS at St. John’s is
open to all preschool through current
sixth-grade students. This programming will be structured as a day camp
with the collaboration of Children’s
Ministries staff, volunteers from St. John’s and counselors
from Lutheran Lakeside Camp.
Registration forms were handed out to Sunday School classes
on April 19. You can also register at stjohnsdsm.org
just look for Event Registration on the left side of the
page. Once complete, the forms should be returned to Alicia
Karwal, director of Children’s Ministries. There will be a $10
registration fee per child, not to exceed $20 per family. Scholarships are available.
If you are interested in volunteering during VBS, your help
is needed! For more information, please contact Alicia at
akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org.
8 The Eagle Call May 2015

You have brains in your head.
You have feet in your shoes.
You can steer yourself
any direction you choose…
		-Dr. Seuss
From the wilderness of the Boundary Waters to the city
streets of Detroit, and from going away to camp to going
away to college, the young people at St. John’s are busy preparing for journeys that will shape the rest of their lives.
Spring is a time of anticipation, and this newsletter article
hopes to capture at least some of the big adventures awaiting
our young people this summer.
On Sunday, May 17, at the 10 a.m. service, we will recognize and celebrate our high-school seniors. Many
of these students have been a part of St. John’s since they
were very young, and some have been coming before they
were even baptized or born. Many of you, whether you were
aware of it or not, have helped teach these young people
what it means to live in faith. Thank you for your witness.
As we say our goodbyes, we very literally say, “God be with
you.” We bless them and send them out. Come be a part of
these goodbyes! A small reception will follow the worship
service in the Fireside Lounge.
From Sunday through Friday, June 7-12, students
entering the 7th grade will be attending Lutheran
Lakeside on East Okoboji Lake for Confirmation
Camp! During the week, we will sail on the lake, swim, go
rock-climbing, play games, do arts and crafts and participate in all sorts of other activities. Meanwhile, the rhythms
of daily devotions, Bible study and worship will guide our
time together. This week at camp represents an important
stepping-stone into the confirmation program at St. John’s.
We’re excited to be going!
In the very middle of July, 10 high school students
and two adult leaders will be travelling to Detroit,
MI, for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) National Youth Gathering. Over 30,000 people
are expected to be in attendance! Our week in Detroit will
include service projects, workshops, recreational opportunities, Bible studies, and the very sublime experience of worshipping alongside 30,000 other young people from ELCA
congregations around the U.S. and even the world.
Finally, from Saturday through Monday, Aug. 1-7, a
group of 18 students and five adult leaders will canoe
the Boundary Waters in northern Minnesota. This is
the first time our youth have gone to the Boundary Waters
in more than seven years, and we are excited to be returning!
We will be guided by leaders from the Wilderness Canoe Base
Camp as we use the context of the wilderness to explore our
faith and our place in the world.
Continued on Page 9
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Thank you again and again for supporting the
young people in our congregation. Your generous
donations make the above trips possible, and your
prayers sustain us when we are at home and away.
As we set out on all the journeys ahead, we keep
in mind the words that God spoke to Joshua, “I
will be with you. I will not fail you or forsake you. Be
strong and courageous!”

Thank You for the Nexus Reunion
By Larry Christensen

Companion Parish News
By Carol Fisher

Chicken Project
As you may recall, the chicken project got off to a
pretty rough start. An animal specialist was called
to Mramba to correct the problem of the chickens pecking the eggs. It turned out to be an easy
problem to solve: The chickens needed a different
type of feed and are now fat and healthy. The
Most Vulnerable Children’s Committee in Mramba
Parish purchased more chickens for the project
in early 2013. The chickens are doing so well that
each child in the Children’s Club has been given
a chicken to take home so their family can enjoy
the eggs.

Sewing Group
Money has been sent to the Mramba Sewing
Group to purchase five sewing machines, supplies
and fabric so the women can sew uniforms for
the Children’s Club and children attending government schools. They also have enough money
to hire a tailor for a six-week training program.
Mary Semjoba, chairwoman, and a couple other
ladies will journey to the nearby town of Same to
purchase the equipment and begin their sewing
business. The women have decided to use the
parsonage to begin with and will move to their
own rented space as the business expands. Photographs will be coming.

There was an old-fashioned “love-in” at St. John’s the weekend of April
18-19. Alumni of the former Nexus and Hi Choir groups met, reconnected, recollected, looked at photos, laughed, ate, rehearsed and sang
beautifully. The mutual regard and kindness shown between both old
friends and people who had never met or hardly knew each other was
beautiful to behold. And when this group of about 20, now mostly
middle-aged former teenagers, jumped up and started singing “He Is
Alive!” the energy and emotion in the room was electrifying.
It was a glorious weekend, and most of the credit goes to a small group
of volunteers who made it happen. First, LaDonna Russell took a box
of old Nexus documents, posters, programs and bulletins, photos
and other memorabilia, scanned them, and put them on line and on
Facebook in a constant stream of reminders. Jill Hansen wrote and
distributed an email letter and invitation. She worked with Sylvia Richards and Julie Lowe on hospitality, refreshments and meal plans. Beth
Ann Edwards created the display in Weertz Hall that included so many
photos from Nexus tours and concerts. Finally, the Friends of the Arts
at St. John’s coordinated a commission for an original piece of choral
music, by the noted African American composer Stacey Gibbs, that was
premiered by the reunion choir. A deep thank you goes to everyone who
made this possible and for the love that flowed to those who returned
for the alumni choir from everyone in attendance on Sunday, April 19.
Thank you!

Children’s Club 2015-2016
We will begin fundraising in late April to support the Children’s Club for another year. You
will receive an email or notice in the mail about
renewing your assistance.
There are new photos for all to enjoy in the Neumann Conference Room on the first floor across
from the Chapel. You’ll probably recognize a few
people and projects you have supported. Thank
you for your generous contributions to help our
friends on the other side of the world.

Some things never change. Proud parents of former Nexus members taking pictures of the Reunion
Choir on Sunday morning.
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Pentecost Hymn Festival
Larry Christensen’s Final Service
as Director of Worship & Music
After 40 years, Larry Christensen is retiring as
director of worship and music. His final service
will be at 10 a.m. on Pentecost Sunday, May 24,
and plans have been in the works for nine months
for a hymn festival that will combine Larry’s original hymn arrangements with reflections and liturgy by his son Pastor Erik Christensen, pastor
of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Logan Square,
Chicago, IL. Organist for the service will be Sarah
Garner, a former St. John’s organist. This truly
will be a full festival liturgy with organ, handbells,
chamber orchestra, Cathedral and Kisasa Choirs,
Adult Handbells and Hurley and Dancers.
Pentecost celebrates the church’s baptism in the
Holy Spirit and reminds us of all the ways God’s
Spirit creates, recreates and enlivens us to be
God’s people in God’s world. This liturgy will use
hymns from the entire cycle of the church year to
point to the Spirit’s work in the lives of ordinary
people – in the Bible, in history, and today in every
place.
Appropriately, Sarah Garner will play her arrangement of Aaron Copland’s “Fanfare for the Common
Man” as the prelude. The hymns and songs are
the heart of the exposition of God’s word and will
include: “Come Join the Dance of Trinity,” “Built on a
Rock,” “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God,” “The Angel
Gabriel,” “Love Has Come” with “Tomorrow Shall Be
My Dancing Day,” “O Holy One and Nameless,” “Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church,” “Day of Arising,” “How Can I Keep from Singing” and “O Living
Breath of God.” This is a Eucharistic service with
Holy Communion.

150th Anniversary

Returning Pastors
Welcome back, Pastor LeAnn Stubbs!
In connection with St. John’s 150th anniversary celebration, former Associate Pastor LeAnn
Stubbs will greet the St. John’s congregation at
the 10 a.m. worship service on Sunday, May 10.
Following in the service, she will be honored at
a reception in Fireside Lounge.
Rev. Stubb’s first call after seminary was to St.
John’s in Des Moines as youth pastor. She had
completed Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley, CA, while former St. John’s
Senior Pastor Jerry Schmalenberger was president of the seminary.
So she says she was “a tiny bit familiar with St. John’s” when our call
committee chairperson contacted her. She also received a second call
from St. John’s, but noted: “That is another story.” Pastor LeAnn says
she served her time here “happily and with much gratitude.”
After leaving St. John’s she was campus pastor at then Grand View College and served at St. Stephen Lutheran Church in Urbandale. She currently is minister of care and welcome at Plymouth Church, Des Moines.
Pastor LeAnn was born and raised in southern California, where she
graduated from Glendale High School, the same school where John
Wayne was an alumnus. Before seminary, Pastor LeAnn attended Texas
Lutheran University and eventually received her bachelors degree in
art education from the University of New Mexico.

Welcome back, Pastor Elton and Anne Richards!
Former Senior Pastor Elton P. Richards and his
wife Anne will attend 10 a.m. worship at St.
John’s on Sunday, May 17, when he will say a
few words to the congregation and then attend a
reception in Fireside Lounge afterward. The Richards plan to remain in Des Moines for a few days.
Pastor Elton and his wife Anne presently reside
at the Highlands, a continuing-care retirement
community in Wyomissing, PA, where he has
served two terms on the board of directors.
They have two sons: Russell works at Santander
Bank, also in Wyomissing, and David has a theatre-management company in NYC, where he lives with his wife and two daughters.
Rev. Richards is a native of Media, PA, and graduated from Dickinson
College in 1954. Following two years in the military, he then graduated
in 1959 from The Lutheran Seminary in Philadelphia. He received his
master’s degree in theology in homiletics in 1965. He holds honorary doctorates from Albright College and Muhlenberg College and has
served on the board of directors at four institutions of higher learning.
Following his ordination, Pastor Elton served as pastor of parishes
in Ardmore, Levittown and Reading in Pennsylvania and was senior
pastor at St. John’s in Des Moines from 1989 through 1997 when he
retire. He then was assigned to a number of churches as an interim
pastor. He also served as the interim vice president of advancement
at Grand View University.
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The Arts at St. John’s
by Beth Ann Edwards

Midweek Music Series Wraps 2014-15 Season
Dr. Mack Wilberg, music director of the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir from Salt Lake City, Utah, will be featured in a special
Friday “Midweek” Music event on May 1. As part of a weekend-long event in conjunction with the Des Moines Choral
Society, select area high-school students will attend a Friday
morning workshop at St. John’s with Dr. Wilberg as clinician.
At 12:05 p.m., the students will present a concert directed
by Dr. Wilberg. This concert, which takes place in the Sanctuary, is free and open to the public, and will be followed by
a reception in the Fireside Lounge. (No lunch will be served
on Friday, May 1.)
Dr. Wilberg was appointed music director of the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir on March 28, 2008, having served as
associate music director of the choir since May 1999. He is
responsible for all musical and creative aspects of the choir
and orchestra at Temple Square in rehearsals, concerts, tours
and recordings as well as the weekly broadcast of Music and
the Spoken Word.
Then, Wednesday, May 6, the Midweek Music Series concludes it
season with perennial favorite Hurly
& Dancers, with artistic director
Kathleen Hurly. This professional
modern-dance company, based in
Des Moines, presents public performances, workshops and arts-in-education residencies. The company’s
members are accomplished teachers
and choreographers, who bring a
wealth of experience to their work.

May “Artist of the Month”
Global Mission & Companion Parish

The May gallery exhibit in Weertz Fellowship Hall displays
examples of the activities of the Global Mission and Companion Parish Ministry Teams. St John’s has actively supported
mission work around the world for many years. Financial
support has been provided for individual missionaries, struggling hospitals, and clean-water projects in several different
countries. Quilts, school kits and baby kits have been sent
to people in need through Lutheran World Relief, and the

Fair Trade products sold at St John’s provide a living wage
to workers and artisans in developing countries.
Also, a covenant made between St John’s Lutheran Church
and the Mramba Parish in the Pare Diocese in Tanzania
has been an inspiration to both communities. Support has
been provided for renovating the Mramba Parish church and
expansion of Mgambo, a sub-parish of Mramba. Financial
support for the Children’s Club has changed the lives of 50
children and their families. A newly formed Women’s Sewing
Group will provide several women an opportunity to learn a
skill and earn an income to provide for their families.
In addition, St. John’s sponsors four women annually at
Usangi Leadership and Training College for the purpose of
becoming evangelists, who return to their home congregations as lay leaders of worship life.
Please spend some time with the exhibit to learn how St
John’s is “in the City and the World for Good.”

June “Artist of the Month”
Weddings are the topic for June’s exhibit in Weertz, and
it’s not too late to turn in a photo! We’re looking for pictures of weddings that have taken place at St. John’s, no
matter what the year. Digital or hard-copy versions are
fine. For more information, contact Beth Ann Edwards
(bethann@stjohnsdsm.org or 515-490-9408).

Kisasa Day Camp Aug. 6-7,
plus Sunday worship Aug. 9
All students entering Grades 3-6 are invited
to participate in Kisasa Day Camp in
August. This event provides a
wonderful opportunity for
students to build community
through an arts immersion curriculum. Classroom activities will
culminate in worship leadership on
Sunday, Aug. 9, at the 10 a.m. service. On Friday afternoon, we will
travel to the home of Bob and Terri
Speirs to work in the Faith Garden,
swim in the pool, and have a family
cook-out.
Volunteers are needed for Kisasa Day Camp. If you know
of a junior or senior student who will be in Des Moines on
the above dates, please let Beth Ann Edwards know. (This
camp takes place the same time as the youth trip to the
Boundary Waters.) Hours for the volunteers are flexible.
For more information, please contact Beth Ann Edwards
(bethann@stjohnsdsm.org or 515-490-9408).

Naomi Rowley Organ Concert
The 150th anniversary Committee hopes to reschedule
Naomi Rowley’s organ concert soon. The concert date will
be announced when the date is confirmed.
May 2015 The Eagle Call 11

St. John’s Lutheran Church
600 Sixth Avenue
Des Moines, Iowa 50309-1606
515-243-7691


Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Des Moines, Iowa
Permit No. 2401

Return Service Requested

Serving at Central Iowa Shelter & Services
On the 18th and 19th of each month St. John’s prepares and
serves meals at the shelter.
If you would like to help prepare, serve or donate to this wonderful ministry located in the heart of downtown Des Moines,
please call 243.7691 or e-mail scottl@stjohnsdsm.org.

EAGLE CALL
DEADLINE
The next deadline for all
Eagle Call content is noon
on Monday, May 18. Please
send articles in digital
format to Scott LaBlanc,
scottl@stjohnsdsm.org. If you
are unable to send it by e-mail,
drop it off at the church office.
Thank you!

