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About 20 miles south of Rapid City, South Dakota, on SD-79, you need to start looking for
signs to US-36. Take that exit when it comes. You can only head west. After about 10 miles,
US-36 turns into US-16A, and at that point you have entered Custer State Park. The roads
curve and climb more, the forest thickens, and outcroppings of granite boulders catch the
sunlight. We saw the deer first, then a gathering of antelope, and next two buffalo. Finally,
we arrived at Outlaw Ranch Lutheran Camp near Custer where dinner was waiting.
Thirty-four people, including six families, traveled to this Lutheran camp for spring break and
spent four days in the area. Two of those days we skied and snowboarded on the two tallest
peaks in the Black Hills. The other two days we rested and explored the natural beauty and
cultural attractions of the area. We saw Mount Rushmore and Crazy Horse, hiked through
Wind Cave and Jewel Cave, visited a dinosaur museum and an active paleontological dig
at Mammoth Site, and wandered through Rapid City and Custer. Back at camp we enjoyed
delicious food prepared by camp staff, played board games, walked around the lake, relaxed
in the sauna, and somehow even found time to nap!
In the midst of all our activities, we started and ended every day with devotions. In the morning, around the breakfast tables, we heard different members of our group share thoughts
and reflections close to their hearts. In the evenings, we gathered around the fireplace. With
storytelling and games, we travelled through all the different seasons of the church year,
learning more about ourselves and our faith along the way. Many thanks to everyone who
took part in this journey!
Find more pictures on Pages 6 & 7.

What’s Inside
2 A Word from Our Pastors
3 Shoes, Move the Food &
WELCA Updates
4 Prepare for Worship

5 LSI, Children's Ministry &
Companion Parish Updates
6 YYouth Ministry &
Spring Break Photos

8 Small Groups
9 Hospitality & Outreach
10		 The Arts at St. John's

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Pastors
Rachel Thorson Mithelman
Senior Pastor
pastorrachel@stjohnsdsm.org
Robert Speirs
Associate Pastor
pastorbob@stjohnsdsm.org
Gene Anderson
Visitation Pastor
pastorgene@stjohnsdsm.org
Becky Goche
Seminary Intern
becky@stjohnsdsm.org
Staff
Andy Anderson - Security & Reception
Lisa DeGroot
Nursery Coordinator
lisadegroot5203@yahoo.com
Beth Ann Edwards
Director of Arts, Handbells,
& Youth Choirs
bethann@stjohnsdsm.org
Michael Elsbernd
Director of Worship & Music
michael@stjohnsdsm.org
Thom Evans - Custodian
Zennida Huff - Nursery
Alicia Karwal
Director of Children’s Ministries
akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org
John Kelly - Security & Reception
Amanda Kuhlman - Nursery
Scott LaBlanc
Director of Parish Operations
scottl@stjohnsdsm.org
Kim Lamb
Front Office Manager
receptionist@stjohnsdsm.org
Noah Niermann
Director of Youth Ministry
noah@stjohnsdsm.org
Katie Tippins
Hospitality & Outreach
katiet@stjohnsdsm.org
Darla Stiles
Christian Involvement
darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org
Patricia Stofferahn
Lead Financial Assistant
pstofferahn@stjohnsdsm.org
Mark Welsh
Facilities Manager
mark@stjohnsdsm.org
Kate Winslow - Security & Reception

2 The Eagle Call April 2016

A Word from Our Pastors
By Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman

Dear Friends,
Allow me to give an update on a frequent topic of conversation here at St. John’s over the past six months...
Most are aware that St. John’s received a generous gift
of $300,000 from the Miller family in 2015 – part of
Timmy Miller’s estate gift to the St. John’s Foundation – to be used for remodeling the church kitchen
and some of our bathrooms. A Remodel Team has been working with the folks at
Neumann Construction since last fall, and a plan has been developed that would
enlarge the kitchen, add a family bathroom off of Weertz Fellowship Hall, and
reconfigure and add a bathroom on the sanctuary level of the church. All of these
projects are needed for the sake of the Christ-like hospitality we seek to offer all –
from long-time members to those who walk through our doors for the first time.
The Congregational Council received the final draft and cost of this plan for consideration at its March meeting. The estimated cost of the project is $650,000 –
nearly half of which is the cost of a large grease interceptor which must be installed
several feet below ground in our parking lot. We are required by the City of Des
Moines to install the interceptor, both because we are taking on a project costing
more than $50,000 and to comply with the various regulations that “flow” from
the Clean Water Act. (I couldn’t resist the pun!)
After a good discussion, the Congregational Council voted unanimously to proceed
in the following manner: 1) Assemble a Facilities Review Task Force charged with
looking at other costly projects we anticipate in the next three years – including
HVAC and slate-roof replacement, more stained-glass-window repair, etc. – as
well as prioritizing them and proposing an estimated cost (by the end of May)
to the Council; 2) Assemble a Capital Campaign Planning Task Force to develop
a campaign strategy (by the end of July) to be implemented this fall to raise the
funds needed through gifts and pledges. It is the Council’s sincere hope that the
kitchen/bathroom remodel will commence in May of 2017.
You may be wondering about the role of the St. John’s Foundation in this project.
I am confident that the Foundation will give generously to the capital campaign,
but it is important to remember that we also depend upon the yearly earnings
secured by the Foundation to fund other on-going maintenance and “brick and
mortar” projects throughout the year. (For example, at the March meeting the
Congregational Council also voted to forward to the Foundation a request for
$25,000 to cover the cost of a compressor that must be replaced before we can
turn on the air conditioning this spring.) Because all members of St. John’s are
members of the St. John’s Foundation, I anticipate that we will have a good
discussion in the near future regarding its contribution to the capital campaign.
Kitchens, bathrooms, roofs and money may not seem to have much to do with
God’s mission for St. John’s to proclaim the Good News of God’s love, shown
to us in Christ, in this community and world. And while it is certainly true that
our first and lasting home is in God’s life-restoring love, we have a home here in
this beautiful building at 600 Sixth Ave. as well. And for the sake of welcoming,
feeding, caring for and serving our neighbor, we must tend to this home, too.
Please watch for dates/times of congregational meetings that will be necessary
for the plans mentioned above to proceed. I am glad to respond to your questions – as are members of the Congregational Council and the Executive Team.
And please do pray, as I have been, that we will fearlessly and faithfully continue
God’s mission for St. John’s in the days and years ahead.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Service Project for All
by Darla Stiles

Our service project to help refugees through Zion Lutheran’s
refugee program continues. We have chosen to zero, on the
need for shoes for their children, ages preschool through
teen. Many of these refugee children do not have winter
shoes and wear “flip-flops” through the cold Iowa winter.
So, when you see shoes at a discounted price or clearance-price, we are hoping you will pick up a pair or two
and bring them to church and place them, the box labeled,
“WIRED: Shoes for Refugees,” that is located, the hallway
by the office (under the brochures) or, the basket, the Narthex under a table near the sanctuary. The need is greatest
for tennis shoes and closed-toe shoes, children’s sizes 5 to 9
but, of course, they need all sizes, including adult sizes for
teenagers. We will gather shoes through the middle of August
and give to their shoe closet before school starts next fall.
Thank you for your generosity.

Women of the ELCA
by members of WELCA

April Outreach Program
Thank you for donating items for the Connection Café in March. All those things
help to provide noontime lunches in
downtown Des Moines.
For April we will be collecting for Central
Iowa Shelter and Services, which helps to fill
the needs of many in our community. At this time, baby
wipes and diapers of all sizes are needed. Dish soap, laundry
soap and paper towels also are suggested donations. Any
monetary donations are also accepted and these dollars
always go further than the items we purchase. Either way,
we always appreciate you support for reaching out to our
local neighbors.

WELCA Meetings on April 7
Women of the ELCA Groups will meet on Thursday, April
7. Sarah Group will meet at 10 AM at Mary Liechty’s home,
1310 SE Michael Drive, Ankeny, IA. Lois Group will meet
at 12:30 PM in Neumann. Becky Goche will present the
program at Lois Group.
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Prepare for Worship
By Michael Elsbernd

April 3 – Second Sunday of Easter
Readings: Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 150; Revelation 1:4-8; John
20:10-31.
The story of doubting Thomas is often heard on the second
Sunday of Easter. This story of faith encompasses us all; it is
not easy to imagine feeling the wounds of the risen Christ.
Though risen in triumph, Christ’s wounds still remain for us
to see and feel. At the communion table, we receive in our
hands the mark of Christ’s wounds as the bread is offered.
Just as water and blood flowed from Jesus’ wounded side, we
are reminded of our connection to baptism and the Eucharistic feast through his death and victorious resurrection.
Hymns: “The Day of Resurrection” (361); “We Walk by Faith”
(635); “That Easter Day with Joy was Bright” (384).
Assisting with Worship:
 Cathedral Choir: “Psalm 150,” Ernani Aguiar.
 Vocal Quartet: “Praise His Holy Name,” Keith Hampton.

April 10 – Third Sunday of Easter

Hymns: “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!” (377); “The Lord’s My Shepherd” (778); “Have No Fear, Little Flock” (764).
Assisting with Worship:
 Cathedral Choir: “The Lord is My Shepherd” from
Requiem, John Rutter.
 Kisasa Musicians

April 24 – Fifth Sunday of Easter
Readings: Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John
13:31-35.
Through the power of resurrection, God makes all things
new. Recalling the final verses shared on Maundy Thursday,
Jesus says, “I give you a new commandment, that you love
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love
one another,” (John 13:34). This love, represented by the
complicated symbol of the cross, points to a new age where
all is made new in heaven and earth.
Hymns: “All Are Welcome” (641); “We Know that Christ is
Raised” (449); “Awake, O Sleeper” (452).
Assisting with Worship:
 Cathedral Choir: “And I Saw a New Heaven,” Edgar Bainton.
 Youth Handbell Choir

Readings: Acts 9:1-6; Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John
21:1-19.
Gathering around the meal (Holy Communion) is central
to the practice of our faith. From the feast of the table, we
are called and sent to share the good news of God’s grace.
Through his questioning of Peter (asking him three times
if he loved him), it is as through Jesus offers forgiveness
for his three vehement denials during the Passion account.
Strengthened by the meal, Jesus equips the disciples and us
to, “Feed my sheep.”
Hymns: “Blessing and Honor” (854); “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing” (389); “Rise, O Church Like Christ Arisen” (548).
Assisting with Worship:
 Cathedral Choir: “Sing to the Lord,” J.P. Sweelinck.
 Adult Handbell Choir

April 17 – Fourth Sunday of Easter
Readings: Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John
10:22-30.
The promise of new and eternal life is God’s gift to us through
Christ’s death and resurrection, to which we are joined
through our baptisms. As we hear Jesus say at the conclusion of last week’s Gospel, “Follow me,” we are to emulate his
work among the people just as Dorcas did in Acts 9:36-43.
We are sustained by the promise of Christ, who leads us to
refreshing streams and abundant pastures (Psalm 23). The
servant-leadership modeled for us throughout the season
of Lent now becomes part of our duty in order to continue
the work of Christ.
Palm Sunday processional.
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Lutheran Services in Iowa

Children’s Ministry

by members of LSI

by Alicia Karwal

National Child Abuse Prevention Month

Sunday School Service Project

According to Prevent Child Abuse Iowa,
more than 7,400 Iowa children were
found to be abused in 2014. The most
common forms of abuse included denial
of critical care, physical injury, exposure
to illegal drugs and sexual abuse.

April and May mark the final months of our service project as we continue collecting coins to help
purchase seeds for our brothers and sisters in Tanzania. The seed money will support community
gardens and the expansion of family gardens to
help sustain children and their families with the
nutrition which they desire and need. If you have
donations that you would like to contribute, you
may do so by adding to the garden basket labeled
“Seeds for Tanzania” which is located on one of the
tables outside the sanctuary each Sunday.

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) helps combat child abuse through
prevention, safety and stability services and mental and behavioral
health treatment.
LSI’s early childhood programs prevent child abuse by giving parents
support and resources to build a healthy, stable home environment
for their children. In 2015, LSI made more than 15,000 home visits to
parents of infants, toddlers and preschoolers!
LSI’s Family, Safety, Risk and Permanency Services help children and
families already involved in a crisis or abuse situation to become safer
and more stable, and LSI’s residential programs at Beloit and Bremwood
serve many children and youth who have experienced trauma from
past abuse or neglect.
You make a direct impact on these children and families through your
support of LSI. Thank you!
LSI is proud to be an affiliated social ministry organization of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Learn more at
www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

All About the Love
The heartbeat of Syntesha’s home is made up of three little words: I
love you. I love you. I love you.
“I tell my son all day, ‘I love you,’” she said. “I didn’t know what love
meant until I had my baby. The definition of love has changed for me.”

Remember to Register for
Vacation Bible School
Registration for VBS at St. John’s will be available
beginning April 24th! A Lutheran Lakeside VBS
Day Camp will be held at St. John’s July 11-14
from 9:30-3:00. All children entering kindergarten through sixth grade are invited to participate.
There will be a $15 registration fee per child, not
to exceed $30 per family. Scholarships are also
available. Volunteers from St. John’s are needed
and vital to this programming! It promises to be a
fun filled adventure in faith and fellowship!

Important Dates





April 3 - Sunday School classes resume.
April 24 - Registration opens for VBS.
May 8 - Last day of Sunday School classes.
May 15 - Sunday School end-of-year celebration (All ages meet in Chapel).

Syntesha grew up in a troubled, violent home. Her childhood involved
fights. Skipping school. Living with one grandparent, then another.

Companion Parish Update

“I wouldn’t even call it a home,” she said. “My mom and dad were in
and out of jail growing up. They were young. I’m 21, and my mom is 35.
I’ve been through anything you can name. Physical, emotional, sexual
abuse. Homeless. Shelter. Evicted.”

by Deb Blume

At 18, she was barely ready to take care of herself, let alone a child. So
when she was seven months pregnant, she signed up for LSI’s home
visiting services. LSI helped this motivated young mom with potty
training, budgeting and positive parenting tips and encouraged her
college dreams.
“If you’re a single mom, I think this is the absolutely best program,”
Syntesha said.
Now a full-time college student, Syntesha is working hard for her
dreams while also preparing to welcome another child into her family.
She hopes to help local youth who face the same struggles she once did.
“I want my son to know there are bigger and better things out there in
the world.” That a big, brilliant, beautiful kind of love.

Vuje Primary School has received an award
from the Tanzania Ministry of Education and
Vocational Training for being “one of the most
improved primary schools” in the country during
2014. Dr. Shukuru Jumanne Kawambwa stated
that Vuje school is commended for the “dedication
and effort of the entire community in ensuring the
delivery of quality education … which is the right
of every child.”
Students have shown improvements in academic
performance, including the number of them who
have qualified to move on to secondary school.
Out of the 47 children who passed the official
“leaving test,” 13 were members of the Most Vulnerable Children’s Club, which was created and
continues to be supported by St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Des Moines.
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Youth Ministry
By Noah Niermann

2016 Youth Auction
Have you heard the news? With your help we raised more than $12,500
at our Eighth Annual Youth Fundraising Auction and Dinner Gala!
The auction-planning team would like to thank all of you who gave so
generously – from donated items to joyful bidders to everyone who
came ready to celebrate and enjoy good food and company. Thank you
for supporting our young people! Another round of thanks goes to
Barrata’s and Forté for delicious food and a wonderful location, and
to all the parents and youth mentors for their terrific event-planning
skills and hours of volunteer help. Thank you all!

St. John’s Plant Sale
Did you order plants last month? Don’t forget that Saturday, April 30,
is the day to pick them up! Did you miss your chance to order? Don’t
worry! We always order extra plants so you can shop on delivery day
in the church parking lot from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. We’ll have coffee and
donuts, too, so you won’t even have to worry about breakfast.

Volunteering with our Youth Programs
Have you ever thought about helping with confirmation and youth
programs but weren’t sure how to get involved? Below is a list of all
the ways church members support and sustain Youth Ministry at St.
John’s. Just let Noah Niermann or Pastor Bob Speirs know if you’re
interested in anything listed here. We would love to have your help!
 Confirmation Mentor: Confirmation students in Grades 7-9 meet
most Wednesdays of the school year from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Mentors
are an integral part of this program! Long after the third article
of the Apostles Creed has disappeared from memory, our young
people will still carry with them the meaningful relationships they
formed with their mentors.
 High School Mentor: Christ shows up again and again in community and relationships. After confirmation, mentors are still an
incredibly important part of our youth program. Join us as we have
fun together, ask difficult questions about faith and explore our
place in the world. We usually meet on Sunday evening between 6
and 8 p.m.
 Youth Ministry Advisory Council (YMAC): Do you like long-term
planning, big-picture thinking and behind-the-scenes volunteering? YMAC meets on the first Monday of each month from 6:30
to 8 p.m. to discuss Youth Ministry at St. John’s. YMAC members
are encouraged to occasionally volunteer in other areas as needed.
 Fundraising: Many of our summer trips and camp opportunities
would be impossible without fundraising. Each year we try to raise
close to $20,000 to offset costs. Does this challenge sound exciting
to you? We need your help!
 Trip Leader: Every summer we usually take at least two trips with
our confirmation and high school youth. We often have a spot or
two available for adult leaders. Do you have experience with camps,
mission trips and outdoor ministry? We invite you to think about
joining us!
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Small Groups
by Darla Stiles

WIRED Luncheon and Program: Sunday, April 3, 11:30 a.m.,
Weertz Fellowship Hall, St. John’s.
Quilting: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m., Room 308, St. John’s.
Mah Jongg: Mondays, April 4, 11, 18 and 25, 6 p.m., Neumann
Hall, St. John’s.
Yoga: Thursdays, April 14, 21 and 28, 5:45 p.m., Fireside Lounge,
St. John’s.
WIRED Book Discussion: Thursday, April 14, 6 p.m., Mary Ann
Bender’s house.
Next Adventure Group: Saturday, April 16, 10 a.m. Hiking at
Woodland Mounds Preserve, Warren County.
Photography: Sunday, April 17, 11 a.m., Neumann Hall, St. John’s.
Lunch Bunch II: Wednesday, April 20, 12:30 p.m.
Lunch Bunch I: Thursday, April 21, 11:30 a.m.
St John's Social Club: Friday, April 22, 6 p.m. Grandparents
shower for the Mithelmans (more info to follow).
Scrapbooking: Saturday, April 23, between 9:30 a.m. and 2 p.m.,
Room 8, St. John’s.
Recreational Reading: Wednesday, April 27, 4:30 p.m., Rose Holm
Room, St. John’s.
EAGLES: Friday, April 29, 10 a.m., Neumann Hall, St. John’s.
Keep up to date with all events by subscribing to our weekly
email newsletter (sign up on the homepage of our website)
or keep an eye on www.stjohnsdsm.org/news
WIRED Luncheon and Program, “Living a Fearless Life” will feature
author Debra Landwehr Engle talking about her book, The Only Little
Prayer You Need, on Sunday, April 3, at 11:30 a.m. in Weertz Fellowship
Hall. This event is open to the other “Bridge” churches and has limited
seating, so please register early (deadline is March 29). Cost is $20,
which includes lunch. You may register by calling the church (243-7691)
or online (www.stjohnsdsm.org/eventregistrations).
Mah Jongg will meet Mondays, April 4, 11, 18, and 25 at 6 p.m. in
Neumann Hall at St. John’s.
Quilting continues to meet Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in Room 308 at St.
John’s. If you would like to join the group, contact Nancy Budrevich
(nancy812@q.com) or Barb Hyler (b.hyler@mchsi.com).
Yoga, which will begin a new session Thursday, April 14, meets from
5:45 to 6:45 p.m. in the Fireside Lounge at St. John’s. Cost is $10 per
class or $50 for a six-week session. Classes for this session will run
through May 26, except for May 5 when we will not meet. Contact is
instructor Corinne Lambert (callingwisdom1@hotmail.com or 556-3679).
WIRED Book Discussion will meet at the home of Mary Ann Bender
Thursday, April 14, at 6 p.m. to discuss The Leisure Seeker, by Michael
Zadoorian. Please bring an hors d’oeuvre and RSVP to Mary Ann
(mabender1234@gmail.com).
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Next Adventure Group will meet Saturday,
April 16, at 10 a.m. for hiking and a picnic at the
Woodland Mounds Preserve in Warren County
east of Indianola. After hiking the wooded trail
loop (about three miles), the group will gather
for a picnic lunch and spend some time reflecting
on God’s creation. If you plan to attend, please
let Seminary Intern Becky Goche know by noon
on Friday, April 15 (becky@stjohnsdsm.org or 2437691, ext. 228).
Photography will meet Sunday, April 17, following the 10 a.m. service in Neumann Hall at
St. John’s. Theme: “Faces.” Please bring a couple
photos to share around this theme. You are
most welcome to join us if you have an interest
in photography.
Lunch Bunch II will meet Wednesday, April 20,
at 12:30 p.m. If you are interested in joining this
group for lunch on the third Wednesday of each
month, contact Barbara John (279-5089).
Lunch Bunch I will meet Thursday, April 21, at
11:30 a.m. If anyone is interested in joining this
group, call Barb Hyler (401-5721).
St. John’s Social Club will meet Friday, April 22,
at 6 p.m. for a “grandparents” shower for Pastors
Rachel and Jack Mithelman. Put this date on your
calendar and watch for more details.
Scrapbooking will meet on Saturday, April
23, between 9:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. in Room 8 at
St. John’s to work on individual projects. All
are welcome.
Recreational Reading will meet Wednesday,
April 27, at 4:30 p.m. in Rose Holm at St. John’s.
We will discuss The Snow Child, by Eowyn Ivey. Contact is Carol MacDonald (macpac00@mchsi.com).
EAGLES: The St. Johns Eagle's group will meet
Friday, April 29, at 10 a.m. in Neumann Hall at St.
John’s. A speaker from the Puppy Jake Foundation
will present our program, and Elmer, a 2-year-old
golden-retriever trainee, will demonstrate some of
his specialized skills. The Puppy Jake Foundation
is a nonprofit organization, which provides professional training and placement of service dogs
at no cost to wounded military veterans. Service
dogs can perform tasks, improve a person’s mobility and provide unconditional love. We welcome
all congregational members and friends and to
join us for this inspiring presentation. Coffee and
breakfast treats will be offered (no need to RSVP).
The St. John’s Gardening tour schedule for 2016
will be available soon. You may pick up a schedule
at the Welcome Center in the Fireside Lounge or by
going online (www.stjohnsdsm.org/gardening).

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Hospitality & Outreach
By Katie Tippins

Welcome New Members!
On Sunday, Feb. 21, we held our latest new-member class, and
what a congenial group they are! Please take time to learn a few
things about them.
Collin Bakkie & Mikala (Mickey)
Herlein: This family resides in Des
Moines with their son, Zachariah, a
6-year-old with lots of energy and
a large personality. Collin is a software test analyst for DuPont Pioneer, and Mickey is a home-preservation specialist at Wells Fargo.
They both enjoy swimming and
reading. Collin is a golfer and do-it-yourselfer. He likes to try
new things (for example, soldering circuit boards). Mickey is
a runner and loves doing activities with her family. She too is
open to new interests. Mickey had her graduation ceremony
at St. John’s and “was not a fan” of her former Lutheran
church. She is, however, a fan of Pastor Rachel! Collin likes
how welcoming we are.
Donald E. Graham: Don is retired
(what a lovely word!) and lives in
Des Moines. As he now has free
time, he enjoys fishing, watching sports, walking, traveling and
NASCAR- racing. Don is a friend
of St. John’s member Gail Dyer,
and when he was looking for a new
church she invited him here. He
enjoys the services and the friendliness of members. (Consider this an open invitation to invite your friends to worship
with you. One never knows where it may lead!)
Matthew Hansman & Sierra
Waddell: Matt and Sierra are
engaged and make their home in
Ankeny. Matt’s family is originally
from the Des Moines area, but
moved to Minneapolis before he
was born and raised him there. He
returned to the metro about five
years ago. He is a finance manager
with Reliable Motors and recently re-enrolled in college to
study marketing. Sierra, also a student, is finishing her last
semester at Drake University. She is currently an intern at
Beacon of Life and works at a small restaurant, Blue Tomato.
Matt enjoys weightlifting, music and rock-climbing. Sierra
runs half-marathons, and both of them enjoy playing outside
with their German Shepherd, Romeo (whom I would like
to meet). They were looking for a Lutheran church in Des
Moines, tried us and liked us!

Susan & Tom Luse: Des Moines
residents Tom and Sue come to
us from a Christian Church in the
metro. Tom does facilities maintenance for Iowa Realty – First Realty.
Sue is currently looking for a new
position. Tom enjoys woodworking
and gardening and is a St. Louis
Cardinal’s baseball fan. Sue is interested in sewing, knitting
and painting. Both enjoy playing with their grandchildren.
Tom says he was “born an Iowan and is a Hawkeye by the
grace of God!” (Cyclone fans, please remember St. John’s is
a neutral zone.) Both enjoy the beauty of our sanctuary, our
gifted organist, formal worship, and our emphasis on music
and art.
Michael A. Montano: Another
Des Moines resident, Michael is a
construction worker for Forterra
Pipe and Precast. He is interested in
NASCAR, football, cars, having fun
with friends (Dale Earnhardt, Jr.!),
and is a Denver Broncos fan. He is
friendly and willing to be of service;
in fact, he has already participated in
and volunteered for activities here at St. John’s. He was attracted
to St. John’s because of our traditional style of worship.
Brooke Nelson: A resident of
Urbandale, Brooke is a senior at
Drake studying elementary education and works in Sacred Heart Plus
(preschool). She plays the piano,
and enjoys crocheting, reading and
volunteering. Originally from Fort
Dodge, she has traveled to Ghana,
Africa. She likes spending time with
her family. As for St. John’s, she also likes our traditional
worship and how kind and inviting everyone is.
Jason Van Der Veer: Jason is
another Urbandale-ite, who is a
project manager at Quality Manufacturing Corporation. His interests
include biking, movies, music and
coffee. He lived in London at one
time and likes to travel. As to what
attracted him to St. John’s, here is his
direct quote, “I was seeking a church
for more than six months and God was/is here. The openness
and kindness of the church make me feel as if I could worship
here.” (Thank you, Jason. Nothing could make us happier.)
As you always do, please make our new members welcome.
Introduce yourself, show them around, and invite them to
ministry teams and social activities.
As Coordinator of Hospitality and Outreach, I am available to
discuss joining St. John’s, volunteer opportunities, and connecting you with people who share your interests, whether
service, social and/or spiritual. Contact me at 515-243-7691
or katiet@stjohnsdsm.org.
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The Arts at St. John’s
By Beth Ann Edwards

Midweek Music Series Returns
After taking a break for Lent, the Midweek Music
Series returns on Wednesdays with performances
running through mid-May. Free and open to the
public, concerts begin at 12:05 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A light lunch, priced at $6 per person, is
served at 12:30 p.m. in Weertz Fellowship Hall following each concert. Please
join us!
 April 6: Hurley & Dancers (pictured
right) presents "The Personals," a
dance- and theatre-comedy in which a motorcycle mamma, a cowboy and Romeo search for
their respective Juliets. This performance features
Kathleen Hurley, Mark Gruber and David Decker.
 April 13: City Voices, a tuition-free music program of
vocal instruction for urban students, is directed by Mary
Anne Sims. Many City Voices also sing in the North High
Gospel Choir.
 April 20: Amadeus Trio features Sue Odem on oboe,
Joyce Wheeler on clarinet, and Janean Schaefer Denhart
on bassoon.
 April 27: Drake String Trio musicians Sam Gray, Shana
Liu and David Ryu will perform Beethoven’s Piano Trio
in D Major, Op. 70 No. 1 “Ghost.”
Also, May performances will include Alex Redding, bass soloist, on May 4 and a St. John’s Celebration of music featuring
Odyssey Trio on May 11.

April Artist of the Month is an Art Auction!

Change up the art in your home and office while supporting
the arts at St. John’s! The art displayed in Weertz Fellowship Hall during April was donated by members of our own
church. Many of you stepped up and donated art from your
private collections; others contributed original art. Thank
you! The art auction will conclude April 23 after our Performing Arts Series Spring Concert (see story elsewhere in
10 The Eagle Call April 2016

this section) with proceeds going to arts programming
at St. John’s.
Bidding sheets will be placed next to each piece of
art, so even if you cannot attend the event, please
take the opportunity to make a bid. In addition
to the art already displayed in Weertz, we will
continue to accept donated works of art during
the first two weeks of April to include in the auction. For more information, contact Beth
Ann Edwards (bethann@stjohnsdsm.org).

Artist of the Month 2016-17
A few months are still open for the 2016-17 Artist
of the Month displays in Weertz Fellowship Hall.
Exhibits are generally one month in length. If you or
someone you know would like to show art at St. John’s,
contact Beth Ann Edwards (bethann@stjohnsdsm.org).

Spring Showcase Concert Set for April 23
Join the celebration of music and the arts at St. John’s on
Saturday, April 23, at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. The concert will feature all St. John’s music ensembles, including
Cathedral Choir, Kisasa Vocal Choir, Joyful Noise, String
Scholars, Blower Room Brass, Adult Handbell Choir, Youth
Handbell Choir and Kisasa Handbell Choirs.

Reception and Art Auction
Following the Spring Showcase Concert on Saturday, April
23, continue the celebration with a gala reception in Weertz
Fellowship Hall. Bids on the auction art will close at 8 p.m.,
and bidders can take home their purchases at that time. All
proceeds will benefit arts programming at St. John’s.

STACK: Arts Day Camp at St. John’s
Mark your calendars for the fourth annual Arts Day Camp
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 4-5, and including worship on
Sunday, Aug. 7. All students entering Grades 3-6 are welcome
to join us for two full days of music, visual arts, Bible study,
service projects and more! Friday afternoon we will travel
to the home of Pastor Bob and Terri Speirs to work in the
Faith Garden and swim in their pool. Junior high- and high
school-aged students as well as adults are welcome to sign
up as volunteer assistants. For more information, contact
Beth Ann Edwards (bethann@stjohnsdsm.org).

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Samuel Gray (pictured right), first violinist,
in the solo passages. Written in the Italian
Baroque era, the piece features energetic
rhythms and colorful exchanges between
the upper strings. The key of F-Major is the
“pastoral” key and it reminds us of the arrival
of spring.

Creating in Community
Spring & Summer Fashion Preview
Join us at Velvet Coat, 500 E. Locust Street in
Des Moines, on Saturday, April 9, at 9 a.m. for
a seasonal fashion preview. Katy McDowell will
show us what's new in warm-weather fashions
and accessories. The Velvet Coat, located in the
East Village, provides the modern woman with
fashionable clothing, footwear and accessories
that are wearable, beautifully designed and luxurious. To reserve a spot, contact Katy McDowell
(plumgrape96@yahoo.com) or Beth Ann Edwards
(bethann@stjohnsdsm.org).

String Scholars Present Pop-Up Concert
April 17 after 10 a.m. worship
Please join us at 11:15 a.m. on Sunday, April 17,
when the String Scholars present a 10-minute
concert entitled Quartet in F-Major by Alessandro
Scarlatti. This multi-movement work spotlights

The Adult Handbell Choir during Palm Sunday services.
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Radio Ministry Update
St. John's weekly radio broadcast will move to Praise 940 AM at
8:00 am. This new permanent home for the weekly broadcast is
an exciting change. Praise 940 AM touches 90 counties across
Iowa and promises better local coverage. Help spread the word
of this change and ensure that everyone who listens to the broadcast now can find it at the new station and time.

EAGLE CALL
DEADLINE
The next deadline for all
Eagle Call content is noon
on Monday, April 18.
Please send articles in digital
format to Scott LaBlanc,
scottl@stjohnsdsm.org. If you
are unable to send it by e-mail,
drop it off at the church office.
Thank you!

