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By Jim Swanstrom, Campaign Cabinet Chair

At a special meeting on Sunday, October 9th, the Congregation voted unanimously and
enthusiastically to approve and support a campaign to raise funds to renovate and upgrade
several aspects of the St. John’s building, as well as fund a variety of mission/outreach ministries. There was good spirit in the room as we heard about the plans. There was good spirit
in the questions posed and answers provided. There was good spirit as the vote was taken.
What began with a very generous gift from the Thelma (Timmie) Miller Estate to renovate
St. John’s much used kitchen, plans quickly grew to include other renovation/remodeling
projects within our four walls. Supporting mission and ministry outside of our four walls
was included, as well. After careful study and review this summer, the Congregational
Council approved moving forward with efforts to plan for a capital campaign to fund the
projects and programs.
The financial goal for Bless This House. For Good. For All. is $1.8 million dollars. Funds
raised will support the following projects:
• Renovation and expansion of the Weertz Fellowship Hall kitchen
• Renovation and expansion of the 1st floor restrooms near the sanctuary
• New ground floor restrooms off of Weertz Hall, including a new “family” bathroom in
Room 7
• Restoration and repair of the stained glass
• A new sound system in the sanctuary
• Mission/Ministry Outreach efforts:
The Connection Café, Support of a new mission congregation within the walls of
the Anamosa State Prison, and ELCA World Hunger Appeal
• Slate Roof Replacement Fund down payment
Achieving the goal of $1.8 million will require all of us to consider the significance St. John’s
plays in our lives. Each of us will be asked to consider making a commitment of resources
that is above and beyond our normal stewardship support. Each of us, every household,
will be asked to “stretch” when making our commitments.
The Bless This House. For Good. For All. campaign will launch on All Saint’s Day (November
6th) with a festival brunch. We’ll hear more about why St. John’s needs this campaign, to
hear more about the goal and plans of the campaign, and to consider how each of us can
“stretch” to support Bless This House. For Good. For All.
Consider! Pray! Stretch!
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A Word from Our Pastors
By Pastor Bob Speirs

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do
not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus. – Philippians 4:4-7
Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi – a church that
Paul helped establish – is a remarkably joyful letter,
filled with praise and thanksgiving to God, despite the fact that Paul writes this
letter while imprisoned and under much tension because of the real possibility
of death. Regardless of Paul’s own dire situation, he faithfully encourages the
Christians in Philippi to rejoice in the Lord always and let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The word here in Greek for “gentleness,” is better understood
as generosity, or a consideration for others, which better captures the meaning
of what Paul is stating to the Philippians. Paul goes on to remind his friends of
the promise of God that the Lord is near, so do not worry about anything. He
advises them to continue in prayer, letting their requests be known. Be thankful,
he says, because the peace of God, which passes all human understanding, will
guard their hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. The peace that Paul speaks of here
is not just the absence of conflict, but it is a sense of well-being that Christ Jesus
is really present, really active and with us in all aspects and conditions of life
from beginning to end.
I think of this passage as we move into November and look forward with hopefulness and enthusiasm to all the activity and significant events that November
brings. We have many opportunities as a people of faith in Christ Jesus to reflect
and serve, to be thankful and benevolent, ourselves, with the many blessings that
we have received and will continue to receive into the future from the hands and
heart of a gracious God. From All Saints Day, where we remember and celebrate
those people in our lives who have gone before us and have left us a legacy of faithfulness and generosity, to Election Day, where we get to cast our votes and have
a say in who our elected leaders will be in the coming years. On Veterans Day we
solemnly remember and give thanks for those men and women who have served
their country through military service, and we’re especially grateful for those who
made the ultimate sacrifice in protecting the freedoms we enjoy as Americans.
We then move to Thanksgiving Day. Historically, Thanksgiving has been observed
as a national celebration since George Washington proclaimed November 26,
1789, as a day of public thanksgiving, “to be observed with prayer and with grateful hearts to the many and signal favours of Almighty God.” Yet for us as a people
of faith, who are loved, cared for and sustained by God each and every day of our
lives, we know that Thanksgiving is an ongoing celebration of gratefulness, day
in and day out, for the abundance that we have received ourselves and for the
opportunities we have been given to love and serve our brothers and sisters in
this world … especially those who need our help.
The last Sunday in November begins the season of Advent, those four weeks that
lead us to the celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ at Christmas, and
the hope, joy and goodwill that our Savior’s birth will bring.
So as we move into November 2016, and all that this month brings, we realize
that we have much to be thankful for as a country and especially as a community
of faith. So as the Apostle Paul reminds us, rejoice in the Lord, be thankful and
generous, for the Lord is near, the Lord is here, so let Jesus’ presence and peace be
with you always as we move together through the days ahead. Thanks be to God.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

In 1935 St. John's members gather as the cornerstone is set in place.

Another Year, Another Milestone
By Jim Blume

Fresh off our congregation’s 150th anniversary, it’s already
time for us to mark another milestone. Eighty years ago, on
Nov. 1, 1936, St. John’s worshipers gathered for the first
time in the beautiful sanctuary that still serves us so well
today. On that date, St. John’s members assembled at five
worship services from early morning to late evening to dedicate their majestic new church building. In the intervening
years, this structure has seen two major additions and a few
remodelings, but to a large extent, the stately exterior and
the soaring interior still look the same to us today as they
did to people then.
The exterior and interior design were the work of Hugo
Haeuser, a prominent Milwaukee architect who designed
more than 300 churches, many of them in the upper Midwest and many of them Lutheran. Haeuser was raised a
Lutheran and brought to his projects a deep understanding
of Lutheran symbolism. He was known as a master of architectural details and was particularly demanding about the
quality of stonework. Our church building exhibits many of
his hallmarks: Gothic Revival style, Wisconsin Lannon stone
façade, Indiana limestone trim, tile roof, magnificent and

richly symbolic stained-glass windows, and interior elements
carved from wood and marble.
We can’t help but be grateful that St. John’s members in
1935, a year when the country still was struggling to emerge
from the Great Depression, pledged nearly $97,000 ($1.7
million in today’s dollars) toward building a new church to
replace a cramped and aging one. By the time the structure
was completed in the fall of 1936, nearly all of the necessary
$116,000 had been pledged, and by the end of 1941 all those
pledges had been paid in full. This was quite a testament to
stewardship, particularly given that the years from the start
of the Great Depression to the dawn of World War II were
as turbulent as any in our country’s history.
In an Eastertime 1936 letter to the congregation, then-Senior Pastor Frederick J. Weertz wrote prophetically, “Someday, long after we are gone, someone will gain strength because
of our devotion to a task of erecting a House of Worship for God.
Long after we are gone, the gifts now given will be ‘treasures laid
up in heaven.’”
November 2016 The Eagle Call 3

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Prepare for Worship
By Michael Elsbernd

Nov. 6 – All Saints Day
Readings: Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18; Psalm 149; Ephesians 1:1123; Luke 6:20-31.
Through the waters of baptism we are joined to the death and
resurrection of Jesus. The reading from Ephesians reminds
us that “In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance.” It is
appropriate that we begin our worship recalling all of those
who have been baptized during the previous year (and in
so doing, we remember our own baptism), just as we name
those who now live into the fullness of their baptismal identity, who now rest from their labors.
Hymns: “For All the Saints” (422); “Shall We Gather at the
River” (423); “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” (424).
Assisting with worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “I Got Shoes,” Spiritual, arranged by
Alice Parker and Robert Shaw.
• Adult Handbell Choir: “Grazioso,” Arnold Sherman.

Hymns: “Crown Him With Many Crowns” (855); “Beautiful
Savior” (838); “Soon and Very Soon” (439).
Assisting with worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “Coronation Anthem Number Four:
Let Thy Hand Be Strengthened,” G.F. Handel (with chamber orchestra).

Nov. 23, 7 p.m. – Service of Evening Prayer, Eve of
Thanksgiving
Readings: Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 100; Philippians
4:4-9; John 6:25-35.
A Service of Evening Prayer on the eve of the national holiday, Thanksgiving, will be held in the sanctuary at 7 p.m.
With thanksgiving to God, we offer our prayer and praise
as we gather around God’s Word. The Order for Evening
Prayer (Evensong) will be led by the Cathedral Choir and
Cantor. (The Service of Evening Prayer does not include
Holy Communion.)
Hymns: “We Praise You, O God” (870); “Come, Ye Thankful
People, Come” (693); “Praise God from Whom All Blessings
Flow” (885).

Nov. 13 – Time after Pentecost - Lectionary 33

Nov. 27 – First Sunday of Advent

Readings: Malachi 4:1-2a; Psalm 98; 2 Thessalonians 3:613; Luke 21:5-19.

Readings: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44.

Warnings about the “end times” are announced in a clear and
direct manner throughout the lessons for today. While the
announcements are harsh and unsettling, we are surrounded
by equally strong pronouncements of God’s grace. Malachi’s
pronouncement that “all the arrogant and all evildoers will
be stubble” reminds us to revere the Lord. Likewise, Paul
warns the community at Thessalonica against idleness. Even
as we wait for the coming of Christ, we are “not to be weary
in doing what is right.”

From the darkening days of the season, the light of God’s
Word comes to us with hope-filled messages. Isaiah says,
“O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD!”
and we hear “put on the armor of light” in Paul’s letter to
the Romans. The new church year begins with a call to be
“awake” and “ready,” for the coming of Christ among us.

Hymns: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” (596); “When
Peace Like a River” (785); “Let All Things Now Living” (881).
Assisting with worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come,”
Paul Manz.

Hymns: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” (244); “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding” (246); “Wake, Awake, For Night Is
Flying” (436).
Assisting with worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus,”
arranged by Mark Shepperd.

Nov. 20 – Christ the King - Last Sunday After Pentecost - Lectionary 34
Readings: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 46; Colossians 1:11-20;
Luke 23:33-43.
The sovereignty of Christ, recognized today as “Christ the
King” Sunday, reveals a monarchy that is quite different from
our earthly expectations of a powerful ruler. The crucified
and risen Christ is our sovereign – not a lavishly enthroned
“king.” To be powerful is to give one’s life for others – to show
more concern for another, rather than oneself. Jesus’ reply
to the criminal, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
paradise,” recorded in Luke’s Gospel, reveals just this kind of
concern for another. This is the sovereign nature of our God.
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You Know Those Christmas Lights That Don’t Work?
St. John’s can recycle them! When you start decorating and realize the bulbs are dim or duds bring them to
church. We will have a box near the front desk to collect
them. After the holidays they will be recycled and we’ll
receive a donation. If the lights are going to be tossed…
toss them here!

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Children’s Ministries
By Alicia Karwal

Sunday School Service Project: God’s Global Barnyard
The Sunday School classes are excited to help buy barnyard friends that would help impoverished families escape
hunger! Equipped with coin boxes – in the shape of barns,
of course – the children are ready to begin saving and collecting donations to help purchase animals through ELCA’s
Good Gifts program. Children will collect their donations
throughout the Sunday School program year. Donations can
be turned in at any time. Additionally, there will be barnyard
coin boxes located just outside of the sanctuary if any members of the congregation wish to support our efforts. Thank
you in advance for supporting the children of St. John’s and
vulnerable families around the world.

Our Whole Lives Workshop for Grades 4-6
At the end of October, we were fortunate to be able to send three individuals
to Plymouth United Church of Christ
to receive facilitator instruction in Our
Whole Lives, an education program on
sexuality and our faith. These facilitators
were specifically trained to lead curricula
for Grades 4-6 and K-1. We are excited to
build continuity into our programing at
St. John’s by extending the existing Our
Whole Lives course (for young adults) to
these lower grades in age appropriate ways. We expect to
offer a course for children in Grades 4-6 beginning sometime
in January 2017 and for K-1 at a later time.

Companion Parish

Good News from Mramba
By Carol Fisher

Donating $10 for ten little chicks make a big difference. Within months of birth,
chickens are already laying eggs. With an ongoing supply of protein-rich meals and
eggs to sell at the market, this gift is a great leap forward for a family struggling
with hunger and poverty.

Children’s Advent Program
Beginning Sunday, Nov. 13, the children of St. John’s, ages
three through fifth grade, will begin rehearsing for the Children’s Advent Program that will be held Sunday, Dec. 11 at
9 a.m. in the Sanctuary. We are eager to be able to share
with the St. John’s family our anticipation of the coming
of our King!
Per tradition, we will celebrate the Children’s Advent Program
with a hot-chocolate reception following the 10 a.m. service.
Volunteers are needed for hosting the reception. If you would
like to help, please contact Alicia (akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org).

This week St. John’s received
some very exciting news
from Tanzania. Each August
the Tanzanian government
issues tests to all school children to determine if they
have qualified to move on
to the next level of learning.
Ched, our contact in Mramba,
has notified us that “Amoni
Benedict from Ntenga Secondary School performed
well his tests in such a way
that he was promoted to represent his fellow classmates
to visit Serengeti National
Park.” Amoni was joined on the trip by other Tanzanian
secondary-school children who have excelled academically.
Amoni is currently at Form 2 and tested to move to Form 3
at Ntenga. (In the Tanzanian School System, Form 1 thru 4
is much like our high school grades.)
Amoni was one of the original children who joined the Most
Vulnerable Children’s Club in 2011. Children who qualify
for the Children’s Club are illiterate and/or have a parent or
parents suffering from HIV/AIDS. These youngsters have
homes with dirt floors and a cornstalk mat to sleep on at
best. He probably only had one meal a day of ugali (corn
porridge). In the past five years, this young man has moved
from a completely hopeless situation with no future whatsoever to excelling academically and being rewarded by the
Tanzanian government.
With your wonderful love, kindness, prayers and generosity,
this young man is flourishing. What a difference we have
made together.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

Youth Ministry
By Noah Niermann

Service Learning Trips 2017
Afoot and light-hearted, I take to the open road,
Healthy, free, the world before me,
The long brown path before me, leading wherever I choose
Walt Whitman
The Youth Ministry Advisory Team is excited to officially
announce our service learning trips for the spring and
summer of 2017 (see below)! The open road is truly before
us, and we look forward to venturing down both new and
familiar paths. Service learning trips provide a unique opportunity for us to learn more about ourselves, our world, and
our faith. In the simple but courageous act of leaving behind
the familiar, we become vulnerable, and in turn that vulnerability becomes a door to grace, forgiveness, understanding,
hope and the mystery of God’s love.
Lutheran Lakeside Camp
Tentative Dates: June 11-16
Grade 6
All of our current 6th-grade students are invited to consider
participating in a week of Confirmation Camp at Lutheran
Lakeside Camp in Okoboji. Most students begin our confirmation program in 7th grade, and this week at camp is our
grand kick-off to the program! We join together with other
churches from throughout Iowa as we explore the pillars of
our faith and Christian community. Cost to attend is $200.
Wilderness Canoe Base
Tentative Dates: July 22-30
Grades 7-12, Families and Adults
We are excited to return to Wilderness Canoe Base for our
annual trip to the Boundary Waters. This trip is for everyone! Everyone includes individual youth, entire families and
interested adults. Trips can be arranged according to each
group’s interest, skill level and age. Tentative cost to attend
is $300 with discounts for families.
While reading a recent publication from the outdoor clothing
and equipment company, Patagonia, I came across a unique
reflection from Carissa Ridgeway Tudor, an environmentalist
and film-maker, who had the following to say about wildness,
wilderness and the importance of sharing the natural world
with our children. I think it speaks to why, from a perspective of faith, going into the wilderness is so very important.
“I want [our children] to know humility. Wildness puts us
in our place, makes us feel small in the midst of this great
complex planet, and we humans need that to counteract
our rapacity. In wildness you can see and smell and touch
that greatness beyond ourselves, you can exist within it. The
alternative way to know humility and something beyond
ourselves is religion; religion creates the same sense of scale.
But I don’t like relying on religion for humility; to me it feels
too abstract. Yet, without wildness, I’m not sure we’d have
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a choice. I want my kids to live in a world where wildness
exists as a path to grace.”
Rooted - A Partner Synod Journey
June 11-17
High School
The Grand Canyon and Southeastern Iowa Synods are excited
to partner as sister synods to organize a collaborative service
learning trip to Las Vegas, Phoenix, Tucson and the Grand
Canyon! We are thankful for this opportunity to join the
larger church. We will meet new friends in both the Grand
Canyon Synod and our own. We will volunteer together and
learn from one another. Tentative cost to is $300.
Spring Break Retreat
Tentative Dates: March 10-16
Grades 6-12 and Families
Last year, six families and many individual youth traveled to
the Black Hills of South Dakota for a week of rest, adventure
and respite from the responsibilities of life as usual. We had
the opportunity to ski for two days, sleep in, eat well, explore
the beauty of the Black Hills, worship together, and get to
know new people. We are in the process of planning a similar
retreat for this year! If you are interested in participating,
come and talk with us, and help us shape this special retreat.

Capital Campaign Kickoff!
You can learn more about our Capital Campaign by
attending the All Saint’s Day Brunch & Campaign Kickoff on November 6th after the 10 a.m. worship service!
Tickets for the brunch are available for purchase during
worship services in the Narthex.
As we plan the campaign, these are the projects we
look to complete:
• Weertz Hall and Kitchen ($408,000)
• First-floor Restrooms ($166,000)
• Ground-floor Restrooms ($468,000)
• Stained Glass Window Repair ($125,000)
• Sanctuary Sound System ($100,000)
• HVAC Upgrades ($116,000)
• Ministry Mission Outreach ($120,000)
• Slate Roof ($297,000)
This is an exciting time for St. John's Lutheran Church
as we prepare for Worship and Witness in the years
ahead. We look forward to sharing more about the
capital campaign during the brunch on November 6th!

St. John’s Lutheran Church

LSI Updates
provided by the Staff of Lutheran Services in Iowa

National Adoption Month
November is National Adoption
Month, and LSI is a proud partner of
Iowa KidsNet, the statewide collaboration of agencies that helps Iowans
become foster or adoptive parents
for children in Iowa’s foster care system.
Nationally, there are over 101,000 youth waiting to be adopted from
foster care, and thousands of teens age out of foster care every year
without a permanent family. We know there are no unwanted children,
only unfound families! To learn how you or someone you know can
make a difference, visit www.IowaKidsNet.com.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus
Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social
ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran
Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities,
religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities,
races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Taking Baby Steps
When his little sister was born, things started to change for Jaimee.
Statue of Martin Luther in Wittenberg.

Trip to Land of Reformation
By Dr. Lisa Payne Ossian
As the 500th anniversary of the Reformation
approaches, St. John’s member Dr. Lisa Payne
Ossian, a professor of history, invites you to join
her on a trip to the land of the Reformation in
the summer of 2017. Included will be stops in
Berlin, Leipzig, Heidelberg, the Lucerne region
and Geneva.
The centuries-old actions of reformers Hus, Calvin
and Luther shook the world with one of the most
dramatic religious rebellions in history, and this
is their story. This will be a retrospective journey
through 500 years of persecution, resistance and
change that truly altered the course of history in
Europe. From the Reformation’s radical start in
1517 on the Castle Church door in Wittenberg to
behind the walls of Heidelberg Castle where the
Thirty Years War was triggered, this is a journey
through the full landscape of reform.
If you are interested in marking this historic celebration with such a journey, please contact Dr.
Lisa Payne Ossian (llossian@aol.com or 250-8542).

His mom, Jaymee, noticed he began to act out more, and she was
afraid he felt neglected while everyone focused on the new baby. He
struggled to stay focused in school, he never wanted to get out of bed
in the morning, and he often became frustrated.
But after working with LSI’s Behavioral Health Intervention Services,
six-year-old Jaimee is creating a stronger, loving bond with his siblings
and his mom.
Jaimee began meeting with his BHIS worker, Jose. When the duo first
met, Jaimee was quiet and reserved, and he would get frustrated with
the new games Jose brought to play with him.
Jaimee, his mom, and Jose now play games every week as a way to
teach Jaimee to stay focused for longer periods of time. But Jaimee is
learning how to use more than games to make each day better.
Jose is teaching Jaimee new songs to help him stay calm in stressful
situations. When it’s time to get up every morning, he sings a song to
help him wake up and start the day.
“Now he has songs he can use to get him through the day,” Jose says.
“He’s a charming boy to work with. He’s a hard worker, and he’s come
a long way.”
When he’s not spending time watching his favorite movies, Jaimee has
started playing more sports at home with his cousins. He especially
loves to wrestle any time he can.
“It’s all about the baby steps,” Jose says. “What might be a really small
thing for him can be a really huge change.”
Thanks to our generous donors, LSI can continue to keep Jaimee
moving forward.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

Small Groups
by Darla Stiles

Christian Involvement: Tuesday, Nov. 1, 6 p. m., Vivian’s Diner.
Quilting: Tuesdays, 9:30 a. m., Room 308 at church.
Yoga: Thursdays, Nov. 3, 10 and 17, 5:45- 6:45 p. m., Fireside
Lounge (not on Thanksgiving).
Mah Jongg: Mondays, Nov. 7, 14, 21 and 28, 6 p.m., Neumann
Hall at church.
WIRED Night Out: Thursday, Nov. 10, 6:30 p.m., home of
Darla Stiles.
Next Adventure: Saturday, Nov. 12, hike in Yellow Banks State
Park (more details to follow).
St. John’s Social Club: Saturday, Nov. 12, 3 p.m., Ape Cognition
and Conservation Initiative.
Lunch Bunch II: Wednesday, Nov. 16, 12:30 p. m.
Lunch Bunch I: Thursday, Nov. 17, 11:30 a.m.
Recreational Reading: Wednesday, Nov. 16, 4:30 p.m., Rose Holm
at church.
Photography: Sunday, Nov. 20, 11:15 a. m., Neumann Hall at
church.
EAGLES: Tour IPTV (watch for more details).
Scrapbooking: Changed from fourth weekend (due to Thanksgiving) to Saturday, Dec. 3, 9:30 a. m. to 2 p. m., Room 8 at church.

and a tour of the facility. Following the tour, we
will enjoy dinner at Latin King at 5 p. m. If you
plan to attend the tour and/or dinner, please
notify Deb or John Donald (Ddonald126@aol.com
or 707-3712).
Recreational Reading will meet on Wednesday,
Nov. 16, at 4:30 p.m. in Rose Holm. The book we
will discuss is The Noise of Time by Julian Barnes.
If you have questions, contact Carol McDonald
(macpac00@mchsi.com).
Lunch Bunch II will meet Wednesday, Nov. 16,
at 12:30 p. m. If you are interested in joining the
group for lunch on the third Wednesday of each
month, contact Barbara John (279-5089).
Lunch Bunch I will meet Thursday, Nov. 17, at
11:30 a. m. New members are welcome. If you are
interested in joining the group, please call Barb
Hyler (401-5721).
Photography will meet Sunday, Nov. 20, at 11:15
a.m. in Neumann Hall at church. Theme: Abstract
or Patterns in Nature. Please bring a couple of
photos or just come to see others’ photos!
Scrapbooking will change the November gathering to Saturday, Dec. 3, between 9:30 a. m. and
2 p.m. in Room 8 at church. Bring scrapbooking
or stamping/card-making materials to work on.
All are welcome!

Keep up to date with all events by subscribing to our weekly
email newsletter (sign up on the homepage of our website)
or keep an eye on www.stjohnsdsm.org/news

Quilting continues to meet Tuesdays at 9:30 a. m. in Room 308 at
church. If you would like to join the group, contact Nancy Budrevich
(nancy812@q. com) or Barb Hyler (b.hyler@mchsi.com).
Yoga will continue this session on Nov. 3, 10 and 17 at 5:45 -6:45 p.m.
in the Fireside Lounge. Cost is $10 each Thursday or $70 for an 8-week
session. If you can attend or have questions, contact Corrine Lambert
(callingwisdom1@hotmail.com).
Mah Jongg will meet Mondays, Nov. 7, 14, 21 and 28 at 6 p. m. in
Neumann Hall at church. If you would like more information, contact
Darla Stiles (darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).
EAGLES are planning a tour of IPTV. Watch for more details.
Next Adventure’s next gathering will be a hike at Yellow Banks State
Park on Saturday, Nov. 12, with a potluck following. Watch for more
details.
St. John’s Social Club will meet Saturday, Nov. 12, at 3 p. m. for a
tour of the Ape Cognition and Conservation Initiative (formerly Great
Ape Trust) facility. We will meet at the facility, 4200 S.E. 44th Ave.,
Des Moines. The per-person cost will be determined by the number of
people in attendance. Included in the cost will be a 20-minute power-point presentation, 30-minute demonstration with the Bonobos,
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WIRED Night Out will meet Thursday, Nov.
10, at 6:30 p. m. at Darla Stiles’ home. Christina Andeweg will talk about her experiences in
Jerusalem.
WIRED Cooking will meet Sunday, Nov. 20,
at 11:30 a.m. in the kitchen adjacent Weertz
Fellowship Hall at church. Our member, Stacey
Wertzberger from Hy-Vee, will give a special
presentation on “Appetizers for the Holidays.”
If you can attend, please notify Carol Lunde
(carolmlunde@q.com).

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Connect - To learn more about the situation and the
ELCA’s response:
• Sign up to receive Lutheran Disaster Response alerts.
• Check the Lutheran Disaster Response blog.
• Like Lutheran Disaster Response on Facebook and follow
@ELCALDR on Twitter.

Lutheran Disaster Response

Hurricane Matthew
provided by members of Lutheran Disaster Response

The situation:
Hurricane Matthew ripped through the Caribbean and
southeastern U.S. coast, leaving hundreds of casualties,
thousands of homes destroyed and millions of people displaced and without power. Initial damage assessments are
in progress in the countries and U.S. states that were hit.

Our response:
Your support through Lutheran Disaster Response will bring
God’s hope and healing to those affected by this hurricane.
In Haiti, the hardest hit by the hurricane, our trusted partners are assessing the damage.
In Cuba, through our partner the Cuba Council of Churches,
we are already accompanying survivors through food distribution, water and sanitation, psychosocial support,
shelter and settlement help and early recovery and livelihood restoration.
In the U.S., synods, affiliate-organizations and Lutheran
Disaster Response coordinators are collaborating with community leaders, civic organizations, ecumenical partners
and officials on initial damage assessments and planning
proper responses.

A Tour of the Holy Land
By Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman

You are invited to join Pastors Rachel and Jack Mithelman
on an 11-day journey to the Holy Land on Nov. 6-17, 2017.
If you have always wondered what the land Jesus walked was
really like or struggled to understand the situation in that
same land today, this journey could be what you are seeking.
Time will be spent in ancient sites in Galilee, Bethlehem and
Jerusalem, and conversations will be held with Palestinian
Christians, representatives of Rabbis for Human Rights and
Lutheran World Federation.

DONATION
MONTH
DONATION
of the
MONTH
DONATION
of the
MONTH

The next informational meeting will be held on Sunday,
Nov. 6, following the All Saints/Capital Campaign
of the
Brunch.
SM

SM

SM

Lutheran Disaster Response will continue to accompany
congregations, synods, trusted partners and companion
churches in the area that know the communities well and
will walk with people on the road to recovery.

What you can do:
Pray - Please pray for the people who have been affected and
are in the path of Hurricane Matthew. May God’s healing
presence give them peace and hope in their time of need.
Give - Gifts to “Hurricane Matthew” will be used to assist
those affected by the hurricane until the response is
complete.
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low sodium options
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low sodium options
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Hospitality & Outreach
By Katie Tippins

Follow the Signs
Please come with me on a slightly meandering walk through my thought processes. As I
read and listen to news about our world, I find
my mind bouncing off the walls. Not one of us is
singularly responsible for the state of our country and the world, but we do share responsibility
for how we live our lives, the example we show our
families, friends and communities, which can cause a ripple effect.
Admittedly, I do not start out each day wondering
where I will go or what I will do. I do, as most
of us do, have somewhat of a routine schedule –
duties involving family, work, chores, friends and
various obligations. Occasionally, there are variances, mostly called
weekends, but they take on a rhythm as well – children’s activities,
house maintenance, chores yet again, etc. Rarely, there are special
occasions – vacations! At those times, there is concentrated effort and
planning – where to go, what to see, what to take and (most importantly), how to get there.
Interspersed in the routine are times of trial, stress and indecision.
If you’re like me, that’s when I turn to God and ask for a sign – which
way should I go? Which path should I take? What is right? Which way
is wrong?
What I’m learning is this: Perhaps I should finally get smart, get faithfilled and ask God for guidance each moment of each day? Part of me
says God is way too busy to be my GPS. But isn’t that exactly what God
instructs us to do?

2:2 states, “That [our] hearts may be encouraged,
being knit together in love, to reach all the riches
of full assurance of understanding and the
knowledge of God’s mystery, which is
Christ.” And Romans 15:13 says,
“May the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power
of the Holy Spirit you
may abound in hope.”
God’s guidance and our shared
existence for encouragement and
hope are the primary tools we
need to walk the right path. How
blessed we are that God instructs us
and puts in the place we NEED to be to travel the
course God gave us. Look for the signs.
As coordinator of hospitality and outreach, I
am available to discuss joining St. John’s, volunteer opportunities, and connecting you with
like-minded people who have shared interests
– whether that be service, social and/or spiritual. Contact me at: katiet@stjohnsdsm.org or
243-7691.

The Arts at St. John’s
By Beth Ann Edwards

Psalm 25:4 says, “Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; teach me
your paths.”
We’re not asked to call upon God only in time of trouble; we are to ask
God to direct our pathways – every way, every day. Let God be our guide,
especially in this unstable and alarming world?
I find myself wondering how we (families, neighbors, states, countries)
got this divided and intolerant. It seems that the lowest and most malicious of human emotions, fears and actions are taking over. Maybe
some of it comes from the fact that every bit of rubbish – called news
– is in our faces constantly. Something inflammatory is broadcast and
hundreds, if not thousands, will comment and fan the flames. This is
often before actual facts are known. Just a hint of scandal and people
become unhinged, assign blame and demand accountability and punishment. Our society has become totally re-active – get your dig in,
before someone else does. Sink lower than the other person. I, for one,
can’t take it any longer.
So, what if we try to make internal and external changes? What if we –
the community of believers and communion of saints – consciously ask
God to direct our paths? That will start with leading our hearts, minds
and souls … our feet and actions will follow.
Life can be puzzling and downright hard, but we have the church, scripture and each other for support and encouragement. We are not alone
in this, but we do have to consciously seek and connect with each other.
We are the on-earth face of Christ and are inexorably linked. Colossians
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Artist of the Month: Dwight James
Dwight James is a native Iowan who has been
painting in watercolor for many years. He began
painting in oil several years ago upon becoming
semi-retired from a career as a trial lawyer.
Dwight has taken lessons and attended workshops
in watercolor painting and has painted with the
Saturday Afternoon Sketch Club for many years.
Continued on Page 11

December 20
Continued from Page 10

up a manger scene each year
dvent reaches back to 1223,
Francis of Assisi, in the town
wanted
people
to over
remember
that
The promise
of improving
time motivates him
to keep

More recently, he has taken portrait-painting lessons in oil
from portrait artist Mary Muller. His goal is to capture the
character and essence of the sitter in a way that enhances
the true likeness. His portrait painting from sitting models
and from photographs has expanded to landscapes and animals. He is a sustaining member of the Portrait Society of
America and has attended its annual meeting workshops and
demonstrations for several years.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Save the Date!
Saturday, Jan. 7, 2017
5 p.m. Epiphany Worship & Celebration
St. John’s choirs and instrumental ensembles will celebrate
Epiphany during the 5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 7, worship service
with music, dance and spoken word. The service will take the
shape of a lessons-and-carols service and will include Holy
Communion. Following the service, a chili supper will take
place in Weertz Fellowship Hall.

working on becoming a better artist. “When I grow up I want
to be an artist,” says Dwight, “so I now share this with you.”

umble stable. He asked a farmer
Midweek Music Series
bringing
an ox, a donkey,
The month of November brings musicians from a variety
of genres. Wind ensembles, a piano duet and a blues-andraw to
nearby
cave.
On and the Grand
folk a
band
take us through
Thanksgiving,
View Choir gives us a sampling of music for Advent and the
upcoming Christmas season. Each Wednesday concert begins
ncis and
the people of Greccio
at 12:05 p.m. and is free and open to the public. A light lunch,
priced at $6 per person, is served at 12:35 p.m. in Weertz
Fellowshipthey
Hall. acted out the
ndlelight,

November Concerts:
• Nov 2 - Music from the German Masters: Julie Murphy,
clarinet; Bryan Martens, piano.
• Nov 9 - The Big Joe Kinser Band: alternative Country
and Western Swing.
• Nov 16 - The Two Davids piano duet: David Liljedahl and
David Piersel.
• Nov 23 - Bruch Trio: Susan Odem, oboe and English
Horn; Dan Stevenson, clarinet; Bruce Martin, piano.
• Nov 30 - Grand View College Choir (Kathryn Pohlmann
Duffy, director)

d to help St. John’s
dition of the crèche
December 20.
String Scholars Pop-Up Concert
Sunday, Nov. 20, 11:15 a.m.

The Art of Fashion
9 a.m., Saturday, Nov. 5
Velvet Coat, 500 East Locust St.
Join us at Velvet Coat on Saturday, Nov. 5, at 9 a.m. Katy
McDowell will show us what’s new in winter and holiday
fashions and accessories. The Velvet Coat, located in the
East Village, provides the modern woman with fashionable
clothing, footwear, and accessories that are wearable, luxurious and beautifully designed. To reserve a spot, please
contact Katy McDowell (plumgrape96@yahoo.com) or Beth
Ann Edwards (bethann@stjohnsdsm.org).
Creche Display: Back by Popular Demand!
Sunday, Dec. 18, before & after worship
Plan to bring your crèche to St. John’s on Sunday, Dec. 18.
Tables will be set up and ready to display a crèche that might
be a family favorite, a family heirloom or a hand-made treasure. Set-up can take place any time before 9:30 a.m., and
may be taken home after the coffee hour.

Please join us after the 10 a.m. worship service on Sunday,
Nov. 20, for a pop-up concert by the St. John’s String Scholars. The pop-up concert will feature Henry Purcell’s magnificent “Fantazia: Three Parts on a Ground.”

The String Scholars,
Stratton, violin;
Samuel Meyer,
ily crèche
, orAdrienne
manger
scene,
violin; Vaughn Hommerding, viola; Morgan Semerad, cello,
are students of Sarah Plum and Ashley Sidon at Drake Uni-

nge by
9 They
amrehearse
on Sunday,
versity.
at St. John’s each week and present

music in worship and fine arts performances as needed. In
addition to the pop-up concert, they will provide music in
worship on Sunday, Nov. 20, accompanying the Cathedral
Choir on Handel’s “Coronation Anthem Number Four: Let
Thy Hand Be Strengthened.” They will perform again for
Sunday worship on Dec. 11.

ene. Tables will be set up, and

o arrange a crèche (or two) for
the morning.
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Serving at Central Iowa Shelter & Services
On the 18th and 19th of each month St. John’s prepares and
serves meals at the shelter.
If you would like to help prepare, serve or donate to this wonderful ministry located in the heart of downtown Des Moines,
please call 243.7691 or e-mail scottl@stjohnsdsm.org.

EAGLE CALL
DEADLINE
The next deadline for all
Eagle Call content is noon
on November 21. Please
send articles in digital
format to Scott LaBlanc,
scottl@stjohnsdsm.org. If you
are unable to send it by e-mail,
drop it off at the church office.
Thank you!

