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In a normal year September is always a
busy time for St. John’s. With our remodel
finishing during the first part of September, there will be a last minute scramble
to get everything prepared for the start
of the program year. This includes a fresh
coat of paint in the ground level hallways
to match the great look of the newly tiled
floors. Deep cleaning Weertz, which has
been the staging area for Neumann Bros.
during the remodel. Cleaning everything
that is going back in the kitchen and
taking advantage of all the new space. It
In a few more weeks the updated kitchen will be ready for
will be an exciting and busy time as these
the first Beloved Community of the program year.
last minute details fall into place. On page
3, you’ll find an article by our Council President, Jennifer Early, that talks about a special
event on Sunday, September 17. (Be sure to mark your calendar!)
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Throughout this issue you’ll find news about all of our different ministries and events
happening during this first part of the program year. Below you’ll find a streamlined
list that is suitable for hanging on your fridge.
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Upcoming Dates
September 1
• Megan Clausen Ordination

September 14
• WIRED Night Out

September 5
• Business Office Hours Return to
9-5 Mon.-Thurs. & 9-4 Fri.

September 17
• First Day of Sunday School
• Presentation of Bibles
• String Scholars Resume
• Remodel Celebration

September 6
• Cathedral Choir Resumes
September 10
• Rally Day
• Youth Handbell Choir Resumes
• Sunday Morning Adult Forum Resumes
Mid-September
• Artist of the Month Resumes

September 24
• Hearthland Youth Choir Sings
During Worship
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September 13
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A Word from Our Pastor
by Pastor Bob Speirs

I’d like to begin by saying thank you to Pastor Rachel,
the St. John’s Church Council and our whole church
community for the opportunity to take a sabbatical
this past summer. The sabbatical allowed me much
needed rest, time to enjoy some leisure activities,
time with my family, an opportunity to work on a
couple of home projects, as well as a chance to travel
to Luther Seminary on two occasions, where I took
advantage of continuing education opportunities.
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As usual, I also took a week in June and travelled to Lutheran Lakeside Bible
Camp, Spirit Lake, for Confirmation Camp with four of our young people, Matthew
Kamba, Avry Olson, Bethany Harapat and Maria Wiand. The weather was great,
and our youth had a wonderful time with study, worship, swimming, boating,
playing games and enjoying all the activities camp had to offer. Our youth are
very grateful for the support they received from our St. John’s community for the
opportunity to attend camp. Here are their responses to your generosity:
“Thank you for helping me and my friend Maria go to camp. We both made many
new friends and had a lot of fun. We hope that we can come back again next year.
Our counselor’s name was Crystal, and she was very nice and funny. The food was
good … and tasted better than it looked. Worship was fun, and I knew the camp
songs from going to Vacation Bible School. I also knew the Bible stories they told.”
Bethany Harapat
“I had a lot of fun at Lutheran Lakeside Bible Camp. Thank you for letting Bethany bring a friend, I had a blast. I’m really good at the carpet-ball game, and I
climbed the rock wall. This trip was amazing. Thank you all so much, you made
my summer.” Maria Wiand
“I had a great time at Lutheran Lakeside Camp at Confirmation Camp. We did a
lot of fun things, and I met a lot of new people. I had a great counselor and good
cabin mates. I went paddle boarding, swimming, rock-wall climbing, boating. Worship was fun, and I had a very good experience. I slept good, other than the first
night. Thank you for making it possible for me to go. It was amazing!” Avry Olson
“Thank you so much for sending me to camp. I had a lot of fun up here and will
miss the camp when I leave, but will be glad to see all of you again. Some of the
things I did was swimming, went fishing on the lake, and I got to see the Passion
Play on the death of Jesus.” Matthew Kamba
All of these young people will be starting with us in confirmation studies this
coming fall. I look forward to walking with them and their families as they continue to be nurtured and grow in their life of faith.
As we enter our programmatic year, another St. John’s Sunday Morning Adult
Forum schedule has been set. You’ll find a list of the classes for fall and winter
on the next page.
Our Sunday Morning, Sept. 10, Adult Forum classes begin at 9 a.m. in the Neumann Conference Room on the first floor across from the Chapel. Coffee and
refreshments are available for all who attend.
Again, I look forward to another year of great and exciting ministry together as we
continue to faithfully respond to God’s call to be the light of Christ to our friends
and neighbors in our downtown neighborhood and beyond.
Blessings and peace.
Continued on Page 3

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Continued from Page 2

St. John’s Sunday Morning Adult Forum
Fall & Winter Schedule
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sept. 10 - Youth Trips Summer 2017
Sept. 17 - Companion Parish Update, Carol Fisher
Sept. 24 - Lutheran Worship, Professor Mark Mattes,
Grand View University
Oct. 22 - “How Lutherans Read the Bible,” Professor
Mark Mattes, Grand View University
Oct. 29 - Coffee with the Council
Nov. 5 - All Saints Sunday (no class)
Nov. 12 - “How Lutherans Read the Bible,” Professor
Mark Mattes, Grand View University
Nov. 19 - Des Moines Area Religious Council, Pastor
Sarah Trone-Garriott
Nov. 26 - “Musical Story-telling,” Chaplain Dale Dorrell,
Iowa Lutheran Hospital
Dec. 3 - Congregational meeting (no class)
Dec. 10 - Sunday School Advent Program (no class)
Dec. 17 - The Gospel of Mark, Pastor Gregory Nelson Davis
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve (no class)
Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve (no class)

Staff Announcement
by Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman

A warm welcome to our new
Director of Youth Ministry,
Maggie Evans!
Maggie - a member of St.
John’s along with her husband, Ryan, and children,
Wyatt and Abby – will begin
work as the Director of Youth
Ministry on Monday, August
28th. Maggie has been active
as a parent volunteer with
children’s and youth ministry
here for several years, as well
a member of the Cathedral
Choir and the Adult Handbell
Choir. A graduate of Grand View University, she comes to us
from the Des Moines Public Library where she has worked
as a Youth Specialist, designing and facilitating school-year
and summer programs for children and youth. Maggie has a
passion for guiding youth as they question, deepen and grow
in faith and is committed to building community across all
generations. We are privileged to have Maggie as a member
of the staff of St. John’s!

This House is Blessed!
By Jennifer Early, Congregational Council President

Phase I of our Bless This House capital campaign is nearing
completion. Five new bathrooms and the kitchen addition
are ready for our fall programming to begin! I’ve never seen
such excitement about bathrooms! They are bright, sleek and
accessible to all. And each is equipped with a baby-changing
table! We are now in the 21st Century!
Please join us Sunday, Sept. 17, as we celebrate this milestone after each service. Tours will be provided and a huge
thank-you given to our Bless This House Campaign Cabinet,
the kitchen and bathroom design team, and staff members
who have continued the day-to-day work of our congregation
amidst major construction disruptions!
We also will provide an update on the next phases of the
Bless This House Campaign.
Thank you for your continung support of the Capital Campaign. If you have not returned your pledge card, would like to
make a donation or receive more information about the Campaign please contact Linda Frisbie at linda@stjohnsdsm.org or
call 515-243-7691.
Campaign update as of August 23:
• Pledged to Date: $1,616,952
• % of Goal 89.83%:
• Pledges Received: 244
• Households Pledging: 69.52%

DONATION
of the
MONTH

RICE
instant, brown rice, jasmine rice, wild rice
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Prepare for Worship
By Michael Elsbernd

Sept. 3 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 22
Readings: Jeremiah 15:15-21; Psalm 26:1-8; Romans 12:921; Matthew 16:21-28.
Despite the heaviness of God’s hand upon him, Jeremiah
still finds joy and delight in God’s word. Through repentance,
Jeremiah receives the assurance of God’s love and abiding
presence. In the reading from Romans, Paul encourages us to
love one another by overcoming evil with good. From Matthew’s Gospel, we are reminded of the ultimate purpose of
Jesus’ earthly ministry – his death upon the cross. This is not
easy news for the disciples to accept. “If any want to become
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:24). As we are led into
worship by the processional cross, we are reminded of God’s
solidarity with God’s people.

Sept. 24 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 25
Readings: Jonah 3:10- 4:11; Psalm 145:1-8; Philippians
1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16.
The capacity of God to show mercy and grace are illustrated
most directly in the readings from Jonah and Matthew.
Jonah became angry with God when God decided not to
destroy the city of Nineveh. In Jesus’ parable in Matthew,
the workers in the vineyard are angered when it is discovered that they were not paid according to what each worker
believed they had earned or deserved. Through these stories
we learn that grace comes from God. While we enjoy God’s
gift of grace for ourselves, we are not always willing to share
it with the same generosity.
Hymns: “Lord of Light” (688); “Take My Life, That I May
Be” (583); “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” (669).

Hymns: “Son of God, Eternal Savior” (655); “Lord Jesus,
You Shall Be My Song” (808); “Rise, O Church, Like Christ
Arisen” (548).

Sept. 10 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 23
Readings: Ezekiel 33:7-11; Psalm 119:33-40; Romans 13:814; Matthew 18:15-20.
The ministry of reconciliation is an important aspect of
Christian community. Speaking the truth to one another in
love is not easy. Paul reminds us that “love is the fulfilling of
the law” (Romans 13:10). The images of being “bound” and
“loosed” are strong reminders of the powers that enslave
us (sin) and God’s Holy Spirit that frees us to live in love
(reconciliation).
Hymns: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” (836); “Where Charity and Love Prevail” (359); “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise From
Death” (452).

Sept. 17 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 24
Readings: Genesis 50:15-21; Psalm 103: [1-7] 8-13; Romans
14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35.
Jesus’ words in Matthew’s Gospel reveal the abundant mercy
of God. “Seventy-seven,” a play on the ancient idea of perfection, is magnified by Jesus in the parable from Matthew’s
Gospel. Seven combines three (a number suggesting divinity)
and four (recalling the corners of the flat earth). With 77
times seven, Jesus multiplies the number of total perfection. Forgiveness is not something only to be received. It is
intended to be shared.
Hymns: “All Creatures, Worship God Most High” (835);
“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” (605); “Go, My Children,
With My Blessing” (543).

Dear Pastor Rachel and the Community of St. John’s,
Thank you so much for hosting such a wonderful
Ordination service on July 29 for me! It was beautiful in every way and I so enjoyed celebrating with
all of you. Thank you to all who helped out! Each one
of you helped make this a very special day that I will
not forget.
I was installed as the Associate Pastor at English
Lutheran Church in La Crosse, Wis. on Sunday,
August 6. I have been warmly welcomed by my new
congregation and staff. There is much to learn and
many new people to meet. Despite the steep learning
curve that I’m now experiencing, I am excited to be at
English, hearing the people’s stories, sharing my gifts,
and serving together with them in God’s mission.
I do hope that our paths will cross again. All of you at
St. John’s have been an important part of my formation in becoming a pastor. You are a permanent part
of my story and for that I am ever grateful. Thank you
for your continued prayers, love and support. God’s
blessings and peace be upon you.
Pastor Becky Goche
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Hospitality & Outreach
By Katie Tippins

Finding God or Maybe It’s God Finding Us
The other day a title caught my attention: “We Come to God
by Doing it Wrong.”
That intrigued me. What did they mean “doing it wrong?” I
thought we were supposed to “do it right.” In Catholic grade
school, that’s what we were taught! If you did wrong, it was
called sin, AND we were to reveal it in the confessional. Never
once did the priest say, “Good job!” when I confessed. So, I
read on . . .
The article went on to note Jesus’ stories of the prodigal son
and the tax collector. In both instances, the ones who did
wrong were ashamed and learned from their mistakes. By
owning their actions and showing true remorse, they were
absolved. Their hearts and lives were changed – redeemed,
if you will.
We also see the flip side – people who think they do no wrong,
feel superior and entitled. Have you noticed in scripture
God seems not too pleased with that attitude? The author
refers to it as Jesus’ Great Reversal. We think we do right
and, therefore, gain God’s approval and blessing. Instead,
we come to God through our mistakes with the result being
that we learn and grow. The author says only certain factors
are strong enough to open our hearts; for example, unjust
suffering, tragedy, failure and mistakes.

A friend invited her to go to a networking breakfast. She
assumed she would make business contacts and agreed to
go. She had no inkling it was a Christian event.
She listened to presenters share their reliance on God for
direction and guidance in all facets of their lives. She agreed
to meet with other attendees and listened as they shared stories and freely talked about their relationships with God. She
realized her life was a mess, no matter how successful she
appeared. Because of her partying, she felt she’d crossed a
point of no return. She was too much a sinner to be forgiven.
They assured her God was willing to forgive her as we all are
forgiven. Shortly thereafter she committed herself to Christ.
She no longer lives with fear and guilt. The party scene is
behind her. She attends church and is following God’s will
and praying. She used to have trouble sleeping; now she is
at peace.
I believe at times we’ve all considered ourselves unworthy to
approach God. After all, God is GOD, for heaven’s sake! And
that’s the truth of it. God knew all about us before we were
ever born – our strengths and, even more so, our foibles.
Yet we are here on this earth because God chooses us to be.
Never doubt God’s love and unending depth of forgiveness.
As coordinator of hospitality and outreach, I am available to
discuss joining St. John’s, volunteer opportunities and connecting you with like-minded people who have shared interests –
whether that be service, social and/or spiritual. Contact me at
katiet@stjohnsdsm.org or 243-7691.

Here are a couple stories:
James was a young Christian man who was raised to believe
that salvation was achieved by doing good works. He believed
by being obedient and “good” he would attain heaven. As
he went through life, it seemed he could never be virtuous
enough. The harder he tried the more he failed. As an adult
he felt himself falling into a depression. He watched others
and wondered what they knew or did that set them apart.
He prayed but said he didn’t pray as others did; he didn’t
feel he could approach Jesus – he wasn’t worthy. He finally
connected with someone who was a Christian and with
whom he felt comfortable enough to confide his fears and
perceived failings. After many conversations he finally “gave
in.” He knelt down and said, “I give up.” He surrendered his
works-righteous frame of mind. He said he felt the world
had changed, but it wasn’t the world that was altered – it
was him. He was changed physically, emotionally and spiritually. He now had a reason to live and greeted each day as
an opportunity.
Mary was a successful business person. To the world she was
accomplished and a high achiever; inside, she was a wreck.
She set records in her business and in a few years of success
she helped start a new company. She was perceived as successful, driven and hardworking. What they didn’t know was
on weekends she was drinking and occasionally doing drugs.
Her exterior appeared happy and in control; in her heart she
knew otherwise.

Cathedral Choir Resumes
By Michael Elsbernd

Cathedral Choir rehearsals begin Wednesday, Sept. 6, from
6:30 to 8 p.m. in the Choir Loft. Cathedral Choir is open
to all singers (no audition required!) high-school ages and
adults. Rehearsals take place each Wednesday from 6:30 to
8 p.m. Cathedral Choir sings most Sundays at the 10 a.m.
service, September through May. New members are always
welcome! For more information, contact Michael Elsbernd
(michael@stjohnsdsm.org).
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Youth Trip to the Boundary Waters
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Vacation Bible School
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Small Groups
by Darla Stiles

Quilting: Tuesdays, Sept. 5, 12, 19 and 26, Room 308.
Christian Involvement: Wednesday, Sept. 6, 6 p.m., Eatery A.
Mah Jongg: Mondays, Sept. 11, 18 and 25, 6 p.m., Smokey Row,
weather permitting; otherwise Neumann Hall at church. If you have
questions, contact Darla Stiles (darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).
WIRED Night Out: Thursday, Sept. 14, 6 to 8:30 p.m., health and
wellness speaker, home of Darla Stiles.
St John’s Social Club: Saturday, Sept. 16, meet at 3:45 p.m. at
Madhouse Brewing for The Big Yellow Bike Ride.
Photography: Sunday, Sept. 17, 11:15 a.m., Neumann Hall.
Lunch Bunch II: Wednesday, Sept. 20, 12:30 p.m.
Lunch Bunch I: Thursday, Sept. 21, 11:30 a.m.
EAGLES: Thursday and Friday, Sept. 21-22, meet at 8 a.m., day
trip to Dubuque.
Scrapbooking: Saturday, Sept. 23, 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Room 8.
Gardening: Tuesday, Sept. 26, meet at 5:30 p.m. at church to carpool to Center Grove Orchard, Cambridge.
Recreational Reading: Wednesday, Sept. 27, 4:30 p.m., Rose
Holm Suite.
Next Adventure: To be announced.
Yoga: To be announced.
Keep up to date with all events by subscribing to our weekly
email newsletter (sign up on the homepage of our website)
or keep an eye on www.stjohnsdsm.org/news
Quilting will meet Tuesdays, Sept. 5, 12, 19 and 26 in Room 308
at church.
Next Adventure will announce its plans later in the church bulletin.

Photography will meet Sunday, Sept. 17, at 11:15
a.m. in Neumann Hall at church. The theme for
this month is “Outside Art.” Please bring a couple
photos to share.
EAGLES will travel to Dubuque Thursday-Friday, Sept. 21-22, leaving at 8 a.m. Places we’ll
visit include the National Mississippi River
Museum and Aquarium, Botanical Garden,
Mississippi Riverwalk and Plaza and the New
Melleray Abbey. RSVP to Margaret Townsend
(mtownsend1@mchsi.com or 274-0962).
Lunch Bunch II will meet Wednesday, Sept. 20,
12:30 p.m. If you are interested in joining the
group for lunch on the third Wednesday of each
month, contact Barbara John (279-5089).
Lunch Bunch I meets on Thursday, Sept. 21,
at 11:30 a.m. New members are most welcome.
If anyone is interested in joining the group, call
Mary Liechty (326-2737).
Scrapbooking will resume after a summer break
on Saturday, Sept. 23, between 9:30 a.m. and 2
p.m., in Room 8 at church. Bring your materials.
Gardening will leave from the north parking lot
at church at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 26, to go
to Center Grove Orchard in Cambridge to enjoy
an educational experience in a peaceful country
setting. We will have a short tour and an opportunity to buy apples and apple products. So we
know who will be attending, RSVP to Darla Stiles
(darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).
Recreational Reading will gather Wednesday,
Sept. 27, at 4:30 p.m. in Rose Holm at church for a
book discussion. To find out the book title, contact
Carol MacDonald (caroljomac@gmail.com).
Yoga will start a new session this fall. Watch for
announcements regarding dates.

Mah Jongg will meet Mondays, Sept. 11, 18 and 25, at 6 p.m. on the
Smokey Row patio, weather permitting. Otherwise, the group will
meet in Neumann Hall at church. Questions? Contact Darla Stiles
(darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).
WIRED Night Out will meet Thursday, Sept. 14, 6 to 8:30 p.m., at
the home of Darla Stiles. There will be a speaker on “Healthier Home,
Healthier You,” a wellness-based approach to addressing today’s health
concerns. If you’ve ever wondered why conditions like ADD/ADHD,
depression and cancer are on the rise, you will want to attend to learn
some of the more powerful natural things you can do to protect or
improve your health. RSVP to Darla Stiles (darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).
St. John’s Social Club will meet Saturday, Sept. 16, to experience the
Big Yellow Bike ride (16 people peddling)! For those who have already
signed up, meet by 3:45 p.m., at Madhouse Brewing, 501 Scott St.
Dinner will be at 6:30 p.m. at Hessen Haus. If you are not going on
the bike ride but want to meet us for dinner, RSVP to Deb Donald
(ddonald126@aol.com).
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St. John’s weekly radio broadcast
is on Praise 940 AM at
8:00 am every Sunday morning
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Children’s Ministries
by Alicia Karwal

Sunday School begins Sept. 17
The first day of Sunday School is Sept. 17. All children, ages
3 through the fifth grade are invited to participate in Sunday
School each week from 8:45 to 9:45 a.m. Children in first
through fifth grades begin in the chapel while the younger
classes begin in their assigned classrooms. You will need to
sign your child in and out of their Sunday School classroom
each week.
Children’s Ministries continues the call for Sunday
School teachers and helpers! For more information about
serving in this capacity, please contact Alicia Karwal
(akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org).

Children’s Ministry Service Project
Rally Day
It’s time for Lego Mania! Families are invited to join us for
a fun Rally Day event Sunday, Sept. 10. All children ages 3
through the fifth grade are welcome to come with their families from 8:45 to 9:45 a.m. to create and explore with Legos!
We will begin in the Fireside Lounge where there will be a
registration table and instructions. You also will be able to
register your child for Sunday School, learn about our schedules for the program year, and preview the Spark curriculum
and Bibles that will be used.
Middle School Ministry will continue for children entering
sixth grade. You may register your sixth-grader during the
Rally Day event as well. In addition, there will be a table
to register your fifth- or sixth-grader for Our Whole Lives:
Elementary Edition, which will begin Sept. 17 during the
Sunday School hour. All fifth- and sixth-graders are invited to
participate, even if you have gone through the course before.
Stop by the registration table to learn more!

Presentation of Bibles
On Sunday, Sept. 17, during the 10 a.m. service, Bibles will be
presented to all 3-year-olds and third-graders. You and your
child are invited to worship. The children and families will
be called upon during the service for a special presentation
as the word of God is placed in the hands of our children at
St. John’s. This is an enjoyable and inspiring service for the
entire congregation!

During the 2017-18 programming year, our Sunday
School classes will partner
with Jordan Weems, one of
our youth members at St.
John’s, as she launches her
“Little Pantry.” The children
at St. John’s will learn more
about this project during the
first weeks of Sunday School
classes. Read Jordan’s introduction to this thoughtful
service project below:
“For my Confirmation Capstone project, I am building a Little Pantry (with the help
of my Dad) that will be used as a service project with Children’s Ministry. The Little Pantry will bring attention to the
challenges in our own community and give the children of
St John’s a place to share their faith by donating food items
from their own cupboards and pantries that will help our
neighbors and friends in need. Please help me with my project by supporting those in need with a food donation to St
John’s Little Pantry. The donations will be shared with our
friends at the Des Moines Area Religious Council (DMARC).”
Most needed items are:
• 100-percent juice (tomato, orange or vegetable)
• Canned fruit
• Canned vegetables
• Beans
• Peanut butter
• Meat (canned tuna or chicken)
• Whole-grain or egg noodles
• White rice (regular or instant)
• Vegetable soup (low-sodium)
• Cereal (whole-grain, oatmeal)
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The Arts at St. John’s
By Beth Ann Edwards

Handbell Choir Rehearsals Resume
Adult Handbell Choir rehearses each
Wednesday from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
in Fuller Rehearsal Room. (Our first
rehearsal was Aug. 30). The ensemble
presents music in worship once or
twice a month at the 10 a.m. service,
plus Festival Services and Christmas
Eve. New ringers of all ringing abilities and
experience are always welcome!
St. John’s Youth Handbell Choir will rehearse from 8:45 to
9:30 a.m. on Sundays in Fuller Rehearsal Room, beginning
Sept. 17. The Youth Handbell Choir rings in worship about
three times each semester. New members in Grades 7-12
are always welcome! Because our Chicago road trip was so
successful, we are planning a trip for next summer.
Kisasa Handbell Choir, for Grades 3-6, rehearses on Wednesday evenings during scheduled Kisasa Musicians program
time (6:30 to 7:30 p.m.). An early-start Kisasa rehearsal
is scheduled for 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 6. (Our first
rehearsal was on Aug. 30).
For information about ringing handbells at St. John’s, please
contact Beth Ann Edwards (bethann@stjohnsdsm.org).

Quartet 515 is performing at Midweek Music on Oct. 25

Midweek Music Begins Wednesday, Oct. 4
The Midweek Music Series opens with the Des Moines Tango
Ensemble, comprised of musicians Bruce Martin (piano),
Robert Espe (violin), Patrick Riley (cello) and Norman Sue
(bandoneon). The ensemble, formed in 2007, primarily
explores a wide range of music associated with, but not limited to, 20th-century Argentine forms of tango.
Please join us each Wednesday, beginning Oct. 4, 2017, for
performances by world-class vocal and instrumental musicians. A variety of classical, folk, pop and jazz concerts will
be presented throughout the season. Each 30-minute concert
begins at 12:05 p.m. in the Sanctuary and all performances
are free and open to the public. A light lunch, priced at $6
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each, is available in Weertz Fellowship Hall, following the
concert. The full season’s schedule may be found on the Arts
page on the St. John’s website. October’s schedule brings a
wealth of talent and top-notch entertainment:
• Oct. 4 - The Des Moines Tango Ensemble
• Oct. 11 - Big Joe Kinser Band, alt country and western swing
• Oct. 18 - Pablo Valladares, pianist
• Oct. 25 - Quartet 515, string quartet

September-October Artist of the Month:
St. John’s Photography Group
Artist of the Month exhibits will begin in mid-September, when the Weertz
Fellowship Hall kitchen
remodeling project is completed. The St. John’s Photography Club will exhibit
new works from mid-September through mid-October. The Photography Club
began about 16 years ago as
an informal group of photographers sharing photos
once a month. The purpose
of the group is to provide an
avenue for St. John’s mem- Photo by Jacque Warming
bers to meet and spend time
with others in our church who enjoy photography. Although
it is not the purpose, many of our photographers provide
images of church events to the Eagle Call, the St. John’s website, etc.
St. John’s Photography Group includes people who are just
starting with photography as well as those who have sold
photos as art. The cameras used range from camera phones,
point and shoots, DSLRs and others. Once a month we gather
for about one hour to share our photos. We usually have a
theme for our meetings and try to choose photos that follow
that theme. Previous themes have included gates, faces,
shadows, wild animals and many more. At some meetings
we have a learning component when we may demonstrate a
computer photo editor or have a professional photographer
share tips on making photos more interesting.
A highlight for the group is participating in the Artist of the
Month. Members provide photos they want to share and,
miraculously, they are arranged into a fine show!
If you are interested in being a part of the St. John’s Photography Club, simply come to one of the meetings usually
held on the third Sunday of the month. Bring one to three
photos to share or just come to enjoy other’s photos. For
more information about the Photography Club, contact Darla
Stiles (darlastiles@stjohnsdsm).
Continued on Page 11
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Donations Needed for CFUM
by Darla Stiles

The St. John’s WIRED group
asks the entire congregation
to participate in collecting
items for the Teachers’ Supply
Closet at Moulton Elementary
School as we support the Children and Family Urban Movement (CFUM) and the Des Moines Public Schools Head Start
Program. Many school supplies are or soon will be on sale.
We are collecting now through October, and the items will
be used throughout the year. Place your purchases in one of
the boxes marked “Teachers Supply Closet for CFUM and
Head Start” in the Reception Area or the Narthex.

Heartland Youth Choir to Perform
Cantemus, one of six Heartland Youth Choir (HYC) ensembles, will join us in worship at 10 am on Sunday, Sept. 24.
This ensemble is comprised of 6-8 graders and focuses on
three- and four-part harmony and advanced musical reading
skills. They perform for fine arts events throughout central
Iowa and are invited to perform in choral festivals throughout the United States.
The Heartland Youth Choir (HYC) recently completed their
fourteenth season under the direction of Barbara Sletto. They
are excited to celebrate their 15th season next year! HYC provides a performance-based program for youth, emphasizing
musical literacy and character development. It provides an
opportunity for children of diverse backgrounds to explore
vocal music beyond their school setting. Quality literature,
from all styles, form the foundation for this experience. The
mission of HYC is to be dedicated to excellence while developing musicianship and building character of youth through
the rehearsal and performance of quality choral literature.

Need are:
• Dry-erase markers
• Chart paper
• Clear contact paper
• Glue sticks
• Book tape (clear tape or tape designed to repair books)
• Headphones (foam covered with wire across the top)
• Hair ties
• Clorox wipes
• Tissues
• Safety pins
• Ziploc bags (all sizes)

Art Exhibit for Lent 2018
Stations of the Cross
An organ recital featuring Marcel Dupré’s “Stations of the
Cross” is scheduled for Sunday, March 18. An art exhibit,
sponsored by the Arts Visioning Team, will coincide with
the recital. Artists are invited to create a two-dimensional
work that will represent a station of the cross, as well as a
movement of the musical composition. The works of art will
be exhibited in Weertz Fellowship Hall throughout Lent and
then featured during the organ recital. Artists can choose
their own medium and size of work including, but not limited to, painting, drawing, photography, mosaics, quilting
and other fabric art. If needed, funds are available for art
supplies. If you are interested in participating in this exhibit
or know someone who might be, contact Beth Ann Edwards
(bethann@stjohnsdsm.org).
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Serving at Central Iowa Shelter & Services

EAGLE CALL
DEADLINE

On the 18th and 19th of each month St. John’s prepares and serves meals at the shelter. If you would like
to help prepare, serve or donate to this wonderful ministry located in the heart of downtown Des Moines,
please call 243.7691 or e-mail Katie Tippins at
katiet@stjohnsdsm.org.

The next deadline for all
Eagle Call content is noon on
September 18. Please send
articles in digital format to Scott
LaBlanc, scottl@stjohnsdsm.org.
If you are unable to send it by
e-mail, drop it off at the church
office.
Thank you!

