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Five hundred years ago an Augustinian monk by the name of Martin Luther, a teacher of
Bible at the University of Wittenberg in Saxony, called for a debate on the topic of indulgences. Sold for various amounts of money by clever salesmen indulgences were papers
proclaiming that the buyer had secured forgiveness for themselves or less time in purgatory
for a loved one through their contribution. Sadly, the sale of indulgences was not for the
sake of building up the faith of the people of God, but for another kind of building – the
construction of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

Radio Broadcast

On Oct. 31, 1517, Luther posted 95 short statements – or theses – for debate regarding
this abusive practice on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenburg. The first thesis, from
which all the others followed, was this:
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When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, “Repent” (Matthew 4:17),
he intended the entire life of believers to be repentance.
Given the state of the world and the church at that time, these words lit a fire of reform
that swept through the world in the years that followed – and still burns brightly today.
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Learn More About the 500th
Anniversary of Reformation
By Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman

If you have forgotten – or perhaps never known – what
it means to be Lutheran, there are some wonderful
opportunities to learn more about it this month.
Number 1: If you have access to the internet, go to this
address: www.elca.org/ricksteves
Yes, Rick Steves, the public television travel guy, is
an ELCA Lutheran from the state of Washington and
has made an excellent special, “Luther and the Reformation.” When you go to the
site above, click “play,” and you will enjoy an educational and entertaining hour.
Number 2: Avail yourself of these Sunday morning classes at St. John’s:
• Oct. 1 – Lutheran Worship (part 1), with Dr. Mark Mattes, internationally
known Luther scholar and professor of religion, Grand View University.
• Oct. 15 – Lutheran Worship (part 2), with Dr. Mattes.
• Oct. 22 – How Lutherans Read and Understand the Bible, with Dr. Mattes.
Classes begin at 9 a.m. in Neumann Hall. All are welcome!
Number 3: Attend “Evening Prayer for Catholics and Lutherans Together” on Sunday,
Oct. 22, at 4 p.m. here at St. John’s. This service – held last year at St. Ambrose
Cathedral – brings together laity and clergy from parishes throughout the Des
Moines metro area. People of faith have met together for decades to seek reconciliation and unity between the Roman Catholic and Lutheran churches. A document
based on those conversations, “From Conflict to Communion,” has informed and
encouraged this new tradition in Des Moines.
Number 4: Watch for the following on Iowa Public Television or in theatres in the
area: “Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World” or “A Return to Grace: Luther’s
Life and Legacy.” These two movies are basically the same but have different titles
when shown in different venues. “The Idea that Changed the World,” will be found
on public television. “A Return to Grace” will be found in theaters toward the end
of October.
Number 5: “Reformation 500 Festival” will be shared between St. John’s and Grand
View University on Reformation weekend, Oct. 27-29. This event will focus on the
ongoing influence of the Reformation on music and worship in the church. There
will be workshops, worship and choir rehearsals culminating in a concert at 3 p.m.
on Sunday, Oct. 29, at St. John’s.
The Reformation may have begun 500 years ago, but it continues today through
the ongoing work of God’s Spirit. Therefore, we never tire of praying this prayer
appointed for Reformation Day:
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

500 SIGNS OF LOVE…
In celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, we will collect 500 items
every weekend in October that will help our neighbors in need. Why? Because it is what
faith does! Martin Luther writes:
…when I have apprehended Christ in faith and have died to the law and have been justified
from sin and freed from death, devil and hell through Christ – then I do good works, love God,
give thanks and show love to the neighbor… Faith is always active in love…. (Commentary
on Galatians)
Here is the schedule:
Sept. 30 / Oct. 1
Oct. 7-8
Oct. 14-15
Oct. 21-22
Oct. 28-29

500 $1 bills for the DMARC Food Pantry
500 jars of peanut butter for the DMARC Food Pantry
500 packages of underwear for men/women/children in local shelters
500 baby items – diapers, wipes, formula – for the DMARC Food Pantry
500 pairs of socks for men/women/children in local shelters

Appropriate containers/boxes/bins will be available for your donations in the Fireside rea. Be generous!

Stewardship 2017-2018

ASAP Fundraiser

By Jennifer Early, Council President

by Michelle Bolton King

Freed and Renewed in Christ:
500 Years of God’s Grace in Action

The fall session of the After School Arts Program has begun,
TEN YEARS after its launch as an outreach ministry of St.
John’s. Thanks to this congregation, ASAP is alive, thriving,
and still growing. Come learn more about ASAP and its place
on the cultural landscape of Des Moines at a fundraising
dinner, Savor, Monday evening, October 16, 5:30–8:00 p.m.
at Vivian’s, 400 Walnut Street downtown. Cost is $50 per
person; prepaid sponsorship packages are available. Contact
Mary Daily Lange at MDL@asap-dsm.org to reserve or for
more information.

we celebrate All Saints’ Day and the 500th anniversary of
-d-3b As
the Reformation, how do we respond? How do we renew our

commitment and energy as we grow in our faithful witness
to our community and the world?
• On Sunday, Nov. 5, from 8:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m., join
us for brunch in Weertz Fellowship Hall.
• While there pick up your Estimate of Giving packets.
• Then prayerfully consider how you can contribute to support the ministries of St. John’s Lutheran Church.
• Return your Estimate of Giving cards by Sunday, Dec. 3.
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Prepare for Worship
By Michael Elsbernd

Oct. 1 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 26
Readings: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Psalm 25:1-9; Philippians
2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32.
Jesus’ parable about the two sons reveals the surprising
nature of God. Those whom we would be quick to judge as
unworthy of God’s favor are the very ones to gain entry into
God’s kingdom before all others. Throughout the readings
for today, we encounter the problem of fairness. In Ezekiel,
we are told that we are to repent and turn away from wickedness. In our second lesson, Paul reminds us to look to Christ
as a model of humility that we might learn to recognize the
needs of others and put them before our own.
Hymns: “Awake, My Soul, and With the Sun” (557); “Lord,
Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word” (517); “The Lord Now Sends
Us Forth” (538).
Assisting with Worship:
• Kisasa Musicians: “Psalm 25,” Jayne Southwick Cool.
• Cathedral Choir: “Show Me Thy Ways,” Walter Pelz, with
String Scholars and Steven Kennedy, classical guitar.

Hymns: “As We Gather At Your Table” (522); “Let Us Go
Now to the Banquet” (523); “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart!”
(873).
Assisting with Worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “The Lord is My Shepherd,” Noel Dexter.

Oct. 22 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 29
Readings: Isaiah 45:1-7; Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22.
Not easily trapped by the difficult question of religious leaders in the temple, Jesus tells us to “give to God the things
that are God’s and give to the emperor the things that are
the emperor’s” (Matthew 22:21). As we gather for worship,
we are reminded that our true and only allegiance is to God
– not to any earthly authority.
Hymns: “God Is Here” (719); “God of Grace and God of
Glory” (705); “Blessing and Honor” (854).
Assisting with Worship:
• Youth Handbell Choir: “Rejoice Greatly,” Susan Geschke.
• Cathedral Choir: “Sing to the Lord,” Heinrich Schütz.

Oct. 8 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 27
Readings: Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80: 7-15; Philippians 3:4b-14;
Matthew 21:33-46.
In today’s gospel reading from Matthew, Jesus tells the parable of the vineyard. An important symbol throughout the
Bible, the vineyard represents an image of the people. Wine
produced from a vineyard depends on how well the roots
have been cared for and tended to by the community. The
vineyard also reminds us of God’s love, poured out in the
blood of Christ, shed for the forgiveness of sin. Through
baptism we are connected to Christ, the vine.
Hymns: “O Day of Rest and Gladness” (521); “There In God’s
Garden” (342); “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (803).
Assisting with Worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “A Vineyard Grows,” K. Lee Scott.

Oct. 15 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 28
Readings: Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14.
In his letter to the Philippians, Paul urges the community
to rejoice and give thanks to God, no matter what the circumstance. Images of banquets and feasts pervade the Old
and New Testament readings for today. Like Isaiah, we
rejoice that death will be swallowed up forever. The psalmist
reminds us that our God provides for us in abundance, even
in difficult circumstances. In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus tells a
story about a great banquet and warns that this marvelous
invitation is not to be taken lightly.
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Evening
Prayer
Bishop Denis Madden
Preaching
SPECIAL GUESTS:

Bishop Michael Burk
(Southeastern Iowa Synod)

& Bishop Richard E. Pates
(Diocese of Des Moines)

FOR CATHOLICS
& LUTHERANS
TOGETHER

Oct. 22
4 p.m.

St. John’s
Lutheran Church
Downtown Des Moines

Oct. 22 – Service of Evening Prayer
Readings: Jeremiah 31:31-34; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10.
Preacher: Bishop Denis Madden, Archdiocese of Baltimore.
Lutherans and Catholics from around the Des Moines metro-area will gather at St. John’s to conclude a year-long

St. John’s Lutheran Church
commemoration of the Reformation. Guest preacher, Bishop
Denis Madden, will offer a homily during the service of evening prayer (vespers). The service will include the five ecumenical imperatives, “From Conflict to Communion: Lutheran-Catholic Common Commemoration of the Reformation
in 2017.”

500th Anniversary

Assisting with Worship:
• Adult Handbell Choir: “Calming Peace,” Cathy Moklebust; “Fantasy on Kingsfold,” H. Dean Wagner.

Reformation 500 Festival

Oct. 29 – Reformation Sunday

Registration is OPEN for the Reformation 500 Festival!
https://www.grandview.edu/reformation

Readings: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 46; Romans 3:19-28;
Matthew 22:34-46.
Today we celebrate a milestone commemoration in our heritage of faith, the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s Reformation. Paul’s words in the book of Romans are central to
Martin Luther’s teaching and preaching – that no one can
make themselves right with God through works of the law.
It is through Christ’s death that we are brought into a right
relationship with God. On this, the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation, we pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to
unite the church in proclamation and witness.
Hymns: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (504); “Open Your
Ears, O Faithful People” (519); “The Church of Christ, In
Every Age” (729); “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” (414).

Explore Heritage of
Luther’s Reformation!
By Michael Elsbernd

Singing Heritage ◊ Sustaining Faith
Reformation Roots ◊ Fruitful Seeds
Reformation Weekend, Oct. 27-29

Cost: Friday and Saturday, $30; single day, $20 (Sunday concert is free-will offering)
Friday, Oct. 27 – St. John’s Lutheran Church
• 5:30 - Registration and optional boxed supper (freewill offering)
• 6:15 - Evening prayer (vespers)
• 7:00 - “Pole-Vaulting the Word to the Heart – God,
Luther and Your Voice”
• 8:00 - Night prayer (compline)
Morning, Saturday, Oct. 28 – Grand View University

Assisting with Worship:
• Kisasa Musicians
• Adult Handbell Choir
• Brass Ensemble
• Cathedral Choir: Cantata 80: “A Mighty Fortress” (First
movement), J.S. Bach.

DONATION
of the
MONTH

BEANS
dried or canned, low sodium, no pork and beans

OCTOBER 2017
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Youth Ministries
By Maggie Evans

Capstone Projects
Please join us Sunday, Oct. 8, for the Confirmation Capstone
Projects presentation during the Sunday morning Adult
Forum in Neumann Conference Center. The Capstone Project has a personal meaning to the student and reflects their
connection to faith and community. Come and see how our
young people are using their gifts!

Confirmation Class
Confirmation class continues to meet Wednesdays from
6:30 to 8 p.m. The first night with our Mosaic friends will
be Wednesday, Oct. 4, in Weertz Fellowship Hall where we
will play games and do crafts. Our first Parent Night, which
is a fellowship event, will also be Oct. 4 in the Do Drop Inn
(DDI). Parent Nights always will be held the first Wednesday
of the month. Hope to see you there.

Important Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday, Oct. 8: Confirmation Capstone Project presentations, 9 a.m., in Neumann Hall. Hunger Hike, 1:30 to
3:30 p.m., World Food Prize building.
Friday-Saturday, Oct. 13-14: Riverside Bible Camp,
begins Friday at 5 p.m.; ends Saturday 4 p.m., Story City.
Sunday, Oct. 29: Affirmation of Baptism for 10th-grade
students (Reformation Sunday).
Wednesday, Nov. 1: Last day to register for ELCA Youth
Gathering in Houston (8th grade and older).
Sunday, Nov. 19: Lunch and a movie, following 10 a.m.
service, St. John’s. We will have lunch, prepare dessert
for the shelter meal and watch a movie or play games.
Saturday, Dec. 23: Christmas Decorating. We will hang
stars, have lunch and watch a movie or play games.
Monday, Jan. 8: Last day to register for Boundary Waters
Canoe Base retreat.
Wednesday, Jan. 17: Youth group will prepare Beloved
Community meal.

In Memory of
Les Munger
Thank you from the bottom of
my heart. Your support, love,
thoughts, prayers, cards, and
gifts to the Foundation and Bless
This House are much appreciated
uring this difficult time.
God Bless,
Judy Munger.
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Megan Clausen Ordination

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Rally Sunday & Presentation of Bibles
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Small Groups
by Darla Stiles

Mah Jongg: Mondays, Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, 6 p.m., Neumann
Hall at St. John ‘s. Contact: Darla Stiles (darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).
Quilting: Tuesdays, Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31, Room 308 at church.
Christian Involvement: Tuesday, Oct. 3, 6 p.m.
Yoga: New session starting Thursday, Oct. 5, 5:45 p.m., Fireside
Lounge at church.
WIRED Book Discussion: Thursday, Oct. 5, 6 p.m., Mary Miller’s home.
WIRED Retreat: Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 14-15, Prairiewoods,
Hiawatha.
Photography: Sunday, Oct. 15, 11:15 a.m., Neumann Hall
at church.
Lunch Bunch II: Wednesday, Oct. 18, 12:30 p.m.
Lunch Bunch I: Thursday, Oct. 19, 11:30 a.m.
Recreational Reading: Wednesday, Oct. 25, 4:30 p.m., Rose Holm
at St. John’s.

Recreational Reading will gather Wednesday,
Oct. 25, at 4:30 p.m. in Rose Holm at church
for a book discussion. The book we’ll discuss
is Lincoln in the Bardo, by George Saunders.If
you have questions, contact Carol MacDonald
(caroljomac@gmail.com).
Scrapbooking will meet on Saturday, Oct. 28,
9:30 a.m.–2 p.m. in Room 8 at church. Bring materials to work on.
St. John’s Social Club will meet Saturday, Oct.
28, at Ed and Mary Slattery’s house. It will be a
costume party with a Reformation theme. You may
come as priests, monks, nuns, princes, peasants,
devils or witches. The menu will feature German
style food and drink, and games with Reformation
trivia. Mark your calendars and watch for details.
Next Adventure Group plans to be announced.
WIRED Book Discussion will meet Thursday,
Oct. 5, at 6 p.m. at the home of Mary Miller. The
book we will discuss is The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry,
by Gabrielle Zevin. Please bring an appetizer.
RSVP to Mary Miller (mmiller588@aol.com).

Scrapbooking: Saturday, Oct. 28, 9:30 a.m.–2 p.m., Room 8
at church.
St John’s Social Club: Saturday, Oct. 28, Ed and Mary Slattery’s home.
Keep up to date with all events by subscribing to our weekly
email newsletter (sign up on the homepage of our website)
or keep an eye on www.stjohnsdsm.org/news

Mah Jongg will meet Mondays, Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, at 6 p.m. in Neumann Hall. Questions? Contact Darla Stiles (darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).
Quilting will meet Tuesdays, Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 in Room 308
at church.
Yoga will meet Thursday, Oct. 5, through Thursday, Nov. 16 (with the
exception of Oct. 26), at 5:45 p.m. in the Fireside Lounge. Cost is $10
each class or $50 for the 6-week session. If you would like to try out a
class to see what it is like, instructor Corinne Lambert is willing to do
so at no cost. Contact: Corinne Lambert (callingwisdom1@hotmail.com
or 556-3679).
Photography will meet on Sunday, Oct. 15, at 11:15 a.m. in Neumann
Hall. The theme for this month is Old Barns. Please bring a couple of
photos to share.
EAGLES are planning a day-trip to the Madhaus Gallery in Winterset
to see glass-blowing, painting with chocolate, needle-felting, metal art,
etc. Date and time will be announced later.
Lunch Bunch II will meet Wednesday, Oct. 18, at 12:30 p.m. If you
are interested in joining us for lunch on the third Wednesday of each
month, call Barbara John (279-5089).
Lunch Bunch I will meet Thursday, Oct. 19, at 11:30 a.m. If anyone is
interested in joining us, call Mary Liechty (326-2737).
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A WIRED Retreat will be held Saturday and
Sunday, Oct. 14-15, at the beautiful, peaceful
Prairiewoods near Cedar Rapids and Hiawatha.
We will leave from the St. John’s north parking
lot Saturday, Oct. 14, at 9 a.m. The retreat will
include classes on essential oils, Pilates and Himalayan singing bowls. There also will be free time
to relax, read a book, visit, go for a hike, etc. Cost
for the retreat, including lodging, four meals and
classes, is $100. Ten are signed up, but there is still
space for five more. Sign up online at stjohnsdsm.
org/event registrations or contact Darla Stiles
(darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Children’s Ministry
By Alicia Karwal

building. Volunteers are needed to help with handing out
treats. If you are willing to help, contact Alicia Karwal
(akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org).
If you would like to donate items for the children, please
drop them off at the front desk in the Reception Area. Ideas
include peanut-free candy, small, inexpensive trinkets, stickers, etc. Thank you in advance for your contributions!

Sunday School Notes

And We’re Off!
We kicked off our program year on Sunday, Sept. 10, with
Rally Day celebrations! The children were invited to participate in “Lego Mania,” which included Lego-themed stations
centered around many of the Bible stories we will focus on
this year. Families were able to register their children for programming, and we had the joy of blessing our new restrooms
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony led by Pastor Rachel! Beloved
Community and Wednesday evening programming for children and youth began Sept. 13. Sunday School classes began
Sept. 17, and we shared in a special presentation of Bibles
for our 3-year-olds and third graders. We are blessed once
again with many returning volunteers and several new volunteers for children’s programming! We want to give a huge
thank-you to our families for sharing your children with us
each week. We are so grateful to have them as part of our
St. John’s family.

Each week, a Family Page will be sent via email with activities to enhance your child’s learning at home. Please take a
minute to ask your child each week about what they learned
in Sunday School and challenge them to think about how
they may apply these lessons to home and their community.
The Family Page, along with weekly communication from
me, should be helpful in guiding your child toward a better
understanding of the Bible story and how we might apply
that learning to our everyday lives.
A reminder that our Sunday School classes will participate
in a service project throughout the Sunday School program
year. This year our service project will be introduced on
Sunday, Sept. 24, as Jordan Weems shares about “The Little
Pantry.” Look for additional information to come home and
see if you can spy the beautifully crafted little pantry that
was inspired by St. John’s architecture. Jordan and her father
created this beautiful piece that will serve as the drop-off
point for all donations.

Volunteers Needed!
We continue to need more volunteers to help our children
grow in faith. If you are interested in learning more about
opportunities to teach or help with Sunday School, please
contact Alicia Karwal (akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org or 243-7691,
ext. 334).

Annual Beloved Community Halloween Event

St. John’s weekly radio broadcast
is on Praise 940 AM at
8:00 am every Sunday morning

On Wednesday, Oct. 25, children of ALL ages are invited to
dress up for a special Beloved Community Halloween Event!
The Beloved Community meal will be served beginning at
5:30 p.m. Following the meal and worship in Weertz Fellowship Hall, the children will go to their regular meeting
places for programming from 6:30 to 7 p.m. Then at 7 p.m.
all children are invited to trick-or-treat around the church
October 2017 The Eagle Call 9
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The Arts at St. John’s
By Beth Ann Edwards

Midweek Music Series
The 2017-18 Midweek Music series begins with The Des
Moines Tango Ensemble (pictured above), comprised of musicians Bruce Martin (piano), Robert Espe (violin), Patrick
Riley (cello), and Norman Sue (bandoneon). The ensemble,
formed in 2007, primarily explores a wide range of music
associated with, but not limited to, 20th-century Argentine
forms of tango.
Please join us at 12:05 p.m. in the Sanctuary each Wednesday, beginning Oct. 4, for performances by world-class vocal
and instrumental musicians. A variety of classical, folk, pop
and jazz concerts will be presented throughout the season.
Each 30-minute concert is free and open to the public. A
light lunch, priced at $6 each, is available in Weertz FellowshipHall following the concert. The full season’s schedule can
be found on the Arts page on the St. John’s website, and the
fall schedule is listed below:
• Oct. 4 - The Des Moines Tango Ensemble
• Oct. 11 - The Big Joe Kinser Band, alternative country
and western swing
• Oct. 18 - Pablo Valladares, piano
• Oct. 25 - Quartet 515 string quartet
• Nov. 1 - Sarah Plum, violin
• Nov. 8 - Scott Stilwell, singer/songwriter
• Nov. 15 - Sarah Plum/Drake String Studio
• Nov. 22 - Bruch Trio (Susan Odem, oboe and English
horn; Dan Stevenson, clarinet; Bruce Martin, piano)
• Nov. 29 - Grand View College Choir
• Dec. 6 - The Principal Guys Who Harmonize
• Dec. 13 - Scott Davis Brass Quintet
• Dec. 20 - Christmas at St. John’s
• Dec. 27 - Sue Hudson and family (reception to follow)
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Artist of the Month:
Photography Club & Reformation Posters
The St. John’s Photography Group continues its exhibit of
new works through mid-October. The photos on display were
taken by group members, and themes range from botanicals,
architecture, portraiture and animals. For more information about the Photography Club, please contact Darla Stiles
(darlastiles@stjohnsdsm).
In honor of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, an
exhibit of reformation-related posters will be featured from
mid-October through the month of November. The Here I
Stand poster exhibit “...shows the most important events
in the history of the Reformation and its effects up to the
present. Using the biography of Martin Luther as a starting
point, insight is given into the time prior to the Reformation. The exhibition then directs its focus to the dynamics of
the Reformation, which unfolded after Luther’s posting of
his 95 theses against the sale of indulgences and deals with
central questions of the history of the Reformation: What
was actually new about Luther’s theology? What happened
in Wittenberg in 1517? How did the new teaching spread?”
The poster exhibit was created and developed by Germany’s
State Museum of Prehistory, Halle, the Luther Memorials
Foundation of Saxony-Anhalt, the Deutsches Historiches
Museum Berlin and Foundation Schloss Friedenstein Gotha.
American partners include the Morgan Library and Museum,
the Minneapolis Institute of Art and the Candler School of
Theology at Emory University. More information can be
found at www.reformation2017.ca .

Donate Teacher Supplies
By Darla Stiles

A huge thank-you to all who have donated supplies for the
Teachers Closet for Children and Family Urban Movement
(CFUM) and Head Start! We will be collecting through October. Some of the items we especially need are dry-erase markers, glue sticks, headphones (foam-covered ear with wire
across the top), Clorox wipes and book tape (can be the clear
packaging tape or regular tape to repair books). Bring any of
the items and place in the boxes marked “Teachers Supply
Closet for CFUM and Head Start” in the Reception Area or
Narthex.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Hospitality & Outreach
By Katie Tippins

we must be receptive to God’s actions in both instances – as
the one who forgives and the one receiving forgiveness. It
will come.

The above is not a typo. It is the Irish translation of the word
“forgive.” Please don’t ask me to pronounce it; I can’t. However, being Irish and finding myself failing in my ability to
forgive, I look for new insights and guidance. From reading
I’ve done, I’m not the only one who wrestles with this.

I recently read “Grace re-creates all things; nothing happens
without forgiveness.” The article went on to explain that true
forgiveness is Spirit-led. Repeatedly, I have prayed, “Lord, I
forgive; please help me to mean it.” Left on my own, I am
incapable of letting go of my anger and pain. When true
forgiveness happens, however, it frees the soul and heart
of both individuals. It is liberating for all.

We all know the meaning of the word, but knowing is one
thing, implementing the spirit and heart of it is something
else. Maybe it is part of our human condition – and in saying
this I’m cutting us some slack. I marvel at people who forgive
GRAVE injustices and survive irrecoverable losses.

As coordinator of hospitality and outreach, I am available to
discuss joining St. John’s, volunteer opportunities and connecting you with like-minded people who have shared interests –
whether that be service, social and/or spiritual. Contact me at
katiet@stjohnsdsm.org or 243-7691.

Maith Do

Many of you may remember the Amish children murdered
in 2006. Eight girls were shot, five died. This is an extreme
example, but before the day was out the families and community offered forgiveness to the perpetrator.
Talk about God’s grace. Should that happen to my family, it
would be ONLY through and by God that I could say it and
mean it, and I assure you it wouldn’t be instantaneous.
We all face loss and pain – physical, emotional, spiritual.
We will only heal if we forgive and move forward. Not to
be trite, but let go and let God (direct us). Sometimes our
anger or pain is on behalf of someone else; a child who is
bullied, an unprovoked physical attack on a friend or relative, someone who deliberately hurt someone else for no
perceptible reason.
We’ve all been on the receiving end of pain and also on
the side of needing to be forgiven for causing it. This is an
instance where it is infinitely easier to receive than to give.
We are all on the receiving end of undeserved love – every
day God forgives us and loves us. I readily accept God’s absolution of my sin, but fail when I am the one who should seek
it from another.
There are times I find it hard to forgive because the one who
offended me doesn’t seem contrite nor feel they need to be
forgiven. That’s a tough one. When we get hurt, yet it doesn’t
seem to matter, it tends to strike at our sense of self. How
can the offender dismiss me like that?! Why do they feel
entitled to harm me?
Sometimes it’s not about us; it’s about them. For whatever
reason, we are the recipient of their actions or vitriolic outburst. They may blast us then move on like nothing happened. But, if waiting for a sign of remorse or contrition is
contingent upon forgiving, it may be a long wait. And, during
that time, the injustice can eat us alive; however, they’ve
moved on without an apparent blip on their radar.
Yet if we cling to pain, it doesn’t affect them, it scars us. We
need to forgive for our own healing, not necessarily theirs.
We may have to accept that the necessary grace may not
come immediately. The timing is God’s. We need to wait and
admit our reluctance or inability to forgive. Sometimes it’s
just plain stubbornness on our part. We can’t force it, but

The Connection Café Presents

John Zickefoose - “THIS IS THE LIFE!”
The Connection Café Cabaret
Musical Direction by Bruce Martin
Sunday, November 5, 2017 at 4:00
Location: The Cathedral Church of St. Paul,
High Street Entrance
Tickets ~ $20.00
Please join St John’s Bridge Board members as we
host an evening of cabaret to benefit the Connection
Café. This year’s benefit features John Zickefoose
singing songs by Irving Berlin, George M. Cohan, and
Cole Porter, with music direction by Bruce Martin.
John has served as Executive Assistant to the Dean
at the Cathedral Church of St Paul’s since 2009.
Although many know John through his work at the
Cathedral, you may not know that he performed a
one-man cabaret show for 20 years in several New
York City night spots. Refreshments and light hors
d’oeuvres will be served. Tickets will be sold by the
Board Members of St John’s.
The mission of the Connection Café is to serve a
healthy noon meal to all who enter our doors. Generally our guests are those who are hungry, perhaps
homeless, and living in poverty. The Connection Café
is able to exist through the generosity of our friends
and supporters. In 2016 volunteers from more than
50 Des Moines area churches served 37,650 meals:
an average of 140 meals served daily!
Your participation in this cabaret event will allow
the work of the Connection Café to continue to serve
meals Monday through Friday in downtown Des
Moines. The Connection Café is an ecumenical effort
of four downtown churches: St. John’s Lutheran
Church, St. Ambrose Catholic Church, First United
Methodist and the Cathedral Church of St. Paul.
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Return Service Requested

Serving at Central Iowa Shelter & Services

EAGLE CALL
DEADLINE

On the 18th and 19th of each month St. John’s prepares and serves meals at the shelter. If you would like
to help prepare, serve or donate to this wonderful ministry located in the heart of downtown Des Moines,
please call 243.7691 or e-mail Katie Tippins at
katiet@stjohnsdsm.org.

The next deadline for all
Eagle Call content is noon
on October 16. Please send
articles in digital format to Scott
LaBlanc, scottl@stjohnsdsm.org.
If you are unable to send it by
e-mail, drop it off at the church
office.
Thank you!

