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A Word from Our Pastor
By Pastor Bob Speirs

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what
is the will of God-what is good and acceptable and perfect.
– Romans 12:2
Recently, I was going through my bookshelf in my
office deciding which books I should keep and which I
should consider getting rid of, simply because I probably wouldn’t be using them anymore. One such book I
looked at, and decided to keep, is a book titled, “The Learning Congregation,” by
Thomas R. Hawkins, which deals with church leadership and the importance of
learning in developing faithful, vital and growing congregations – congregations
that are able to adapt to the rapid social, demographic and technological changes
occurring on almost a daily basis. Hawkins offers: “Learning should not just help
organizations to adapt and survive. It should be generative. The basic meaning of
a learning organization is one that is continually expanding its capacity to create
its future. A learning organization is one in which individuals are always growing,
learning and creating.” Although it’s an older book, copyright 1997, I think it still
has a useful premise and ideas that still are valid these 20 years later.
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What I think is especially helpful is the idea that the church as a community of
disciples is at its core a learning community. It is interesting that the Greek word
for disciple in the New Testament is mathetes, which can mean, student, pupil
or apprentice. Although the word mathetes occurs mainly in the Gospels and
the book of Acts, it points to the important relationship between learning and
discipleship that is essential among Jesus’ followers. Learning cannot be disconnected from discipleship; it is a lifelong activity that helps us to understand and
gives meaning and purpose to our everyday lives.
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With this in mind, I would like to share with you several of the opportunities we
offer for studying, learning, conversation and fun here at St. John’s.
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We begin our Winter/Spring Sunday morning education hour on Jan. 7 in Neumann Hall with Dr. Mark Minear of the Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center.
Mark’s presentation will be on the topic of mindfulness. Mindfulness is the maintaining of the moment-by-moment awareness of our thoughts, feelings, bodily
sensations and surrounding environment. Also on our schedule for the following
weeks are: Brittany Ledford of the Mosaic organization; John Claes of Lutheran
Services in Iowa, who will give an update on the organization’s refugee program;
Dr. Maeve Callan, Simpson College professor of religion, who will be doing a
series on inter-faith issues. In addition, Bishop Michael Burk of the Southeast
Iowa Synod will join us in April, and our old friend Professor Mark Mattes will be
with us again in May. A brochure for the winter-spring sessions is in the works
and will be available in early January.
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I would also like to extend to you an invitation to join us, as you are able, at both
our Tuesday morning Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. in Room 8 and our Wednesday
evening Bible Study, led by Pastor Rachel, at 6:30 p.m., following our Beloved
Community meal, in Neumann Hall on the first floor.
Our Tuesday morning study is presently moving through the end of the Gospel
of Mark, and we’ll soon decide what we would like to study next. We have a group
that asks good questions and engages in fine discussions around the texts we are
looking at. We also have a lot of fun and laughs. Our Wednesday evening study,
based on the lectionary readings for the following Sunday, is very informative
and gives to those who attend the opportunity to dig deep into the texts for the
week, offer their insights, and enjoy a time of study together.
Continued on Page 3
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Continued from Page 2

I encourage you in this New Year to consider ways in which
we can make time to study, learn and continue to grow in
our Christian faith and life, so to be better equipped and
prepared to be disciples of Jesus Christ, as well as to share
with our neighbors the good news we have been given – with
confidence, enthusiasm and hope – for a great and blessed
New Year for all of God’s people and creation.
As always, I am grateful to be one of your pastors, and I look
forward to another fine year of serving together with you in
this ministry to which we have been called.
Peace

Youth Ministry
By Maggie Evans

Donations Needed for Youth Auction
In just two short months St. John’s Annual Youth Auction
will take place, and your donations are needed. Art work, gift
cards from businesses and private classes are just a sampling
of what has been donated in the past. Please consider donating an item to this year’s auction! Our donation deadline is
Friday, Feb. 23.
All donations can be dropped off at the church office during
normal business hours and on Sunday mornings. If you need
us to pick something up, we can do that, too! Just contact
Maggie Evans (mevans@stjohnsdsm.org or 243-7691).
Thank you so much for supporting the young members of our
church! All proceeds from the auction will go to support our
2018 service-learning and community-engagement opportunities, including Lutheran Lakeside Camp, Wilderness Canoe
Base and the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas.

Companion Parish
By Carol Fisher

The Children’s Club sponsorships were a great success! All
85 children now have sponsors and will be attending the
Mosst Vulnerable Children’s Club on Saturday and government school during the week.
In 2018 there are 48 children who will attend either Bombo
or Ntenga Secondary School and 37 children who will attend
Vuje, Mgambo or Giriama Primary School.
The children attending secondary school are doing exceptionally well, passing their government exams each year. We have
two children who are Standard 5 level, which is equivalent to
our junior college. We have nine new students who passed
their Standard 7 primary school exams in November, allowing them to move on to secondary school in January 2018.
(In November all school children must take the Tanzanian
Government Education Examination to determine if they
are qualified to move on to the next grade level; results are
known in December. The Tanzanian school year is based on
the calendar year, January through December.)
Through your kindness and generosity, 85 children in
Mramba will have an opportunity for a better life and hope
for the future. Because of our financial assistant and project
manager, Ched; the Mramba Vulnerable Children’s Committee, and our insistence the Children’s Club must have a 50-50
split between boys and girls, there are 42 girls in Mramba
who will not grow up to be uneducated house girls or married
at a very young age to repeat the poverty cycle again. Both
boys and girls will have an opportunity to become productive
adults and give back to the village. It is because of you and
the Children’s Club that these children know they are no
longer vulnerable.

We hope you can join us for this festive event! The auction
is scheduled for Friday, March 2, at the Windsor Heights
Community Center.

Chili Cook-off
A Chili Cook-Off and Bake Sale will be held Saturday, Jan.
6, following the 5 p.m. Epiphany Worship and Music Celebration evening service. Signup sheets to bring chili, baked
goods or side dish are located in Fireside Lounge. A fantastic trophy and bragging rights will be awarded to the winning chili.

Confirmation Camp at Lutheran Lakeside
Attention all confirmation students! You are invited
to attend Lutheran Lakeside Confirmation Camp 2018
from June 10-15. Cost for this camp is $200. If you
have questions or wish to register, please contact Pastor
Bob Speirs (pastorbob@stjohnsdsm.org) or Maggie Evans
(mevans@stjohnsdsm.org). Or call the church office (243-7691).

More dates to remember:
•
•
•

Tuesday, Jan. 9: Deadline for Boundary Waters registration. For more information or if you plan to attend,
contact Maggie Evans (mevans@stjohnsdsm.org).
Wednesday, Jan. 17: Youth prepare Beloved Community
meal. Please come to Weertz Fellowship Hall no later
than 3 p.m. to help with cooking and set-up.
Friday, March 2: Annual Youth Auction, 6:30- 9 p.m.,
Windsor Heights Community Center. Tickets go on sale
Jan. 21.

Asanta Sana (thank you very much)!
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Prepare for Worship
By Michael Elsbernd

Jan. 6 – Epiphany of Our Lord
5 p.m. Service of Lessons & Carols
Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7; Ephesians
3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12.
Epiphany, which means manifestation, is the day we celebrate the revelation of Christ
to all nations. The church
often recognizes three major
events in the life of Christ in the first few weeks after the
celebration of the Nativity of our Lord: The adoration of the
child Jesus by the magi; Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River
by John; Jesus’ first miracle at the wedding in Cana where he
changes water into wine. As we celebrate Holy Communion,
we experience the manifestation of grace and mercy, which
strengthens us to testify to the light of Christ.
Hymns: “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!” (308);
“Brightest and Best of the Stars” (303); “I Want to Walk as
a Child of the Light” (815).
Assisting with Worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing
Day,” arranged by Howard Helvey; “Arise, Shine, for Thy
Light Is Come,” by Healey Willan; “Lamb of the Light,”
Garry Cornell.

Jan. 7 – Baptism of Our Lord
Readings: Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark
1:4-11.
The baptism of Jesus is a powerful reminder that God has
fully entered this world – flesh and blood – and understands
our struggles and our need for new life and salvation. This
re-creation is brought about by the Spirit as we hear in the
Genesis text for today – as wind moved over the waters.
Jesus’ baptism is marked by the presence of the Holy Spirit
as the readings from Mark’s Gospel as well as Paul’s letter
to the Ephesians. Through baptism, we are called into Jesus’
mission to bring about God’s vision of justice and peace.
Hymns: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” (310); “Christ,
When for Us You Were Baptized” (304); “Go, My Children,
With My Blessing” (543).
Assisting with Worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “Epiphany Carol,” by Bruce Neswick.

Jan. 14 – Second Sunday after Epiphany
Readings: 1 Samuel 3:1-10; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51.
At a time when visions were “rare and unexpected,” the Lord
comes to Samuel. Eli, the priest, urges Samuel to respond
in obedience to God. In John’s Gospel, we hear the familiar
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words of invitation: “Come and see.” The story of the calling
of Nathanael shows us that where we come from is not as
important as where we go to. Jesus is the place where we go
to meet God.
Hymns: “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak” (676);
“Here I Am, Lord” (574); “Will You Come and Follow Me?”
(798).
Assisting with Worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “I Believe This Is Jesus,” by Undine
Smith Moore, arranged by Jennings.

Jan. 21 – Third Sunday after Epiphany
Readings: Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians
7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20.
Throughout the weeks of Epiphany, we hear stories about the
call to discipleship. Jonah, the reluctant prophet, delivers a
one-sentence message: Nineveh will be destroyed in 40 days.
John the Baptist, preaching repentance, faced the high cost
of discipleship with his very life. In Mark’s gospel, we hear
the story of the fisherman brothers who leave everything
they have to follow Jesus.
Hymns: “Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” (696); “You Have
Come Down to the Lakeshore” (817); “We Are Called” (720).
Assisting with Worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “The Glory of the Father,” by
Egil Hovland.

Jan. 28 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Readings: Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28.
The authority of God’s Word frees us to follow in the path
of discipleship with Jesus. In Deuteronomy, God promises
to rise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God.
Psalm 111 speaks of the power of God’s works. Throughout
the New Testament we hear and recognize the authority in
Jesus’ words and actions.
Hymns: “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (886); “Rise,
Shine, You People!” (665); “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth”
(538).
Assisting with Worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “How Lovely Are the Messengers,” from
St. Paul, Felix Mendelssohn.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Children’s Ministry
By Alicia Karwal

Children's Advent Program
Thank you to all who shared their gifts and time to help make
the Children's Advent Program and hot-chocolate reception
a joyous and HOPE-filled event! The children delighted in
sharing the story of the Advent of our king. They reminded
us that we too are on the journey to Bethlehem as we await
the coming of our king. Our children continue to shine their
light for all to see! May we each find ways to let our own light
shine in this New Year!

Special Epiphany Worship & Celebration
This special family event will be Saturday, Jan. 6, beginning
with celebratory worship at 5 p.m. After worship all are
invited to Weertz Fellowship Hall for a chili dinner and special children’s activities to celebrate Epiphany. The activities
for children will be in Room 7. All are invited!
The season of Epiphany is the season of light. During Epiphany, we celebrate the birth of our king. The Wise Men knew
that something incredible was happening. A king was being
born, but they knew that this was not a king like other kings.
It was so important to them that they made a long journey to
worship this new king. Together we will rejoice in the knowledge that God is the light we follow to Jesus by celebrating in
worship, sharing a meal and coming together for fellowship.

No Sunday School Jan. 7
There will be no Sunday School classes on Jan. 7. Regular
Sunday School classes will resume on Jan. 14. All children
are invited to join us from 8:45 to 9:45 a.m. each Sunday.
Preschool-age children meet in Room 6 and kindergarteners
meet in Room 7. Children in 1st through 5th grades meet in
Room 205 and move to their classrooms on the second floor
after an opening time together.

Our Whole Lives: Elementary Edition for 1st & 2nd
Graders
We are excited to announce that a new class will be offered
beginning Sunday, Jan. 14, from 8:45-9:45 a.m. There will be
an informational parent meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 10, at
6:30 p.m. in Room 8. Parents and children are both encouraged to attend the first session on Jan. 14. The 8-week class
will be held during the Sunday School hour. Please note: Individuals participating in this class will do so in place of Sunday
School. Sunday School classes will still be offered for those
who prefer not to participate in the Our Whole Lives class.
If you are interested in learning more, you are encouraged
to contact Alicia Karwal (akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org).
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Small Groups
by Darla Stiles

Next Adventure: Monday, Jan. 1, 9 a.m., First Day Hike with Iowa
DNR at Walnut Woods.
Quilting: Tuesdays, Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, Room 308 at church.
Christian Involvement: Tuesday, Jan. 2, 6 p.m., Fire Creek, West
Des Moines.
EAGLES: Friday, Jan. 5, noon, Neumann Hall at church.
Mah Jongg: Mondays, Jan. 8, 15, 22 and 29, 6 p.m., Neumann
Hall at St. John’s.
WIRED Book Discussion: Tuesday, Jan. 16, 6 p.m., home of
Mary Ritchie.
Lunch Bunch II: Wednesday, Jan. 17, 12:30 p.m.
Lunch Bunch I: Thursday, Jan. 18, 11:30 a.m.
St John's Social Club: Saturday, Jan. 20, 6 p.m., home of Bill and
Darla Stiles.
Photography: Sunday, Jan. 21, 11:15 a.m., Neumann Hall at church.
Recreational Reading: Wednesday, Jan. 24, 4:30 p.m., Rose Holm
at St. John’s.
Yoga: Thursdays, Jan. 4 through Feb 15.
Scrapbooking: Saturday, Jan. 27, between 9:30 a.m. and 2 p.m.,
Room 8 at church.
WIRED Luncheon and Service Project Speakers: Sunday, Jan.
28, 11:30 a.m., Weertz Fellowship Hall.
Keep up to date with all events by subscribing to our weekly
email newsletter (sign up on the homepage of our website)
or keep an eye on www.stjohnsdsm.org/news

Lunch Bunch I will meet Thursday, Jan. 18,
at 11:30 a.m. If anyone is interested in joining
the group, please call Karen Schoenenberger
(276-8730).
St. John’s Social Club will meet Saturday, Jan.
20, at 6 p.m. at the home of Bill and Darla Stiles to
plan activities for the coming year. Come with lots
of ideas! Please bring hors d’oeuvres (or dessert)
and RSVP to Darla (darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org or
243-7691).
Photography will meet Sunday, Jan. 21, at 11:15
a.m. in Neumann Hall at church. The theme for
this month is celebrations. Bring lots of ideas for
themes for the coming year as well as a couple
photos of celebrations or your favorite photos
from last year.
Recreational Reading will gather Wednesday, Jan.
24, at 4:30 p.m. in Rose Holm at church for a book
discussion. We will read and discuss Alexander
Hamilton by Ron Chernov. If you have questions,
contact Carol MacDonald (caroljomac@gmail.com).
Scrapbooking will meet Saturday, Jan. 27,
between 9:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. in Room 8 at St.
John’s. Bring scrapbooking or card-making mate-

rials to work on and enjoy the camaraderie.

WIRED Book Discussion will meet Tuesday, Jan.
16, at 6 p.m. at the home of Mary Ritchie. We will
Next Adventure will meet Monday, Jan. 1, by 9 a.m. at the Walnut read and discuss A Gentleman in Moscow, by Amore
Woods Lodge. The group will join the Iowa DNR to hike through the Towles. Please bring hors d’oeuvres and RSVP to
bottomland floodplain forest of the Raccoon River looking for Bald Mary (mritchie82@gmail.com).
Eagles and other wildlife and ending with a warm fire, hot chocolate
WIRED Luncheon and Service Project will be
and food refreshments in the lodge. We will enjoy lunch at the Tavern
held Sunday, Jan. 28, at 11:30 a.m. in Weertz Felin Valley Junction after the hike. If you plan to attend, please contact
lowship Hall at church to enjoy friends and listen
Deb or Greg Anderson (debgrega@aol.com).
to speakers Crystal Abbe and Kristin Warming
Quilting will meet Tuesdays, Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, Room 308 from the Head Start Program, our service project
at church.
recipient for 2018. Cost for lunch is $10. Registrations will be taken between Jan. 7-21 in FireEAGLES will meet Friday, Jan. 5, at noon in Neumann Hall for a potluck
side Lounge around services or e-mail Darla Stiles
and planning session. Please bring a dish to share. Table service and
(darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).
beverages will be provided. If you will be able to join us, RSVP (including
ideas for the coming year) to Darla Stiles (darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org
Did You Know:
or 243-7691).
Mah Jongg will meet Mondays, Jan. 8, 15, 22 and 29 at 6 p.m.
in Neumann Hall at church. Questions? Contact Darla Stiles
(darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).
Lunch Bunch II will meet Wednesday, Jan. 17, 12:30 p.m. If you are
interested in joining the group for lunch on the third Wednesday of
each month, contact Barbara John (279-5089).
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St. John's has free
wifi that extends from
Weertz all the way up
to DDI?

Password:

inthecity
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Hospitality & Outreach
By Katie Tippins

We Are One
There was no place in the universe that was separate from
the originating power of the universe. Each thing of the universe had its very roots in this realm. – Brian Swimme and
Thomas Berry
Brian Swimme is a professor at the California Institute of
Integral Studies in San Francisco. The institute’s 25 academic programs train healers and thought-leaders through
a blend of academic, cultural, spiritual and philosophic
inquiry. Thomas Berry, PhD, Thomas Berry, C.P., PhD, was
a Catholic priest of the Passionist order, cultural historian
and eco-theologian.
Again I am intrigued by the meditations of Father Richard
Rohr. In a recent post, he started with the above quote then
embellished on the core thought. Drawn to it because of the
tension in our world – between countries, states, conservatives and liberals, people of different cultural experiences
and religious leanings – I’m looking for common ground. We
are all humans, so why is living with each other so tough?
Because we make it so.
Genesis 1:27 tells us, “So God created humankind in his
image; in the image of God he created them.” Unless I’m
missing something, that means ALL humans. Why do we
concentrate on the differences between us, instead of looking for our joint humanness? (Yes, it is a word; I looked it
up!) We come in all shapes, sizes, colors and with varying
gifts and talents. How boring if we were all the same. And
yet we judge others! Why? Who are we to judge? Only God
determines our essential value.
We come into this world dependent upon others. We have an
intrinsic desire to be loved and to belong because we come
from one another. We are born relational and social. This
has been proven countless times from children orphaned in
war, pestilence or other tragedies. We see it in the vulnerable
children in Mramba. Depending on the country, babies are
placed in facilities where – although they may have a bed and
food – suffer a physical condition called failure to thrive or
a psychological disorder, reactive detachment disorder. If
our emotional needs are not met by other people from the
time we are born, there are varying degrees of loss to the
development of the individual.

We are also a part of nature, born of nature and part of
the web of life – not only people, but the sun, stars, flora
and fauna. The earliest people found survival easier in
groups, instead of going it alone. Per the internet, “People
form groups to improve the effectiveness of the resources,
to satisfy their social needs, to interact with each other's
ideas and share common beliefs.” When it comes right down
to it, every interaction is an opportunity to learn, so why
don’t we?
There is only Christ. He is everything and he is in everything.
– Colossians 3:11
God created each one of us and gave us unique characteristics to glorify God, not ourselves. What equalities we have
are mainly opportunity, not due to our individual identity.
One group is not superior to another. Our success is not
guaranteed nor is it free.
We are one race – the human race. We are all part of a collective with many possible races and no advantage for any one
race or country. If one thing our political climate has shown
over the decades, it is that no one country, race or religion is
the ultimate superior entity. Times change, people change,
and who once was at the top does not stay there forever.
Let’s use our hearts and minds to thank God for the life
given to us and the opportunities presented. Let’s use our
gifts and talents to glorify God and ALL creation. Yes, that
includes people who look different than we do; who speak a
different language and whose cultural and religious beliefs
differ from ours.
God called us all by name before we were born and knew each
breath we’d take, each work we’d speak and every thought
we’d ever have. And yet God chose us to come to this world.
Let’s find our common human bonds, embrace them, help
them flourish and give glory to God.
As coordinator of hospitality and outreach, I am available to
discuss joining St. John’s, volunteer opportunities and connecting you with like-minded people who have shared interests –
whether that be service, social and/or spiritual. Contact Katie
(katiet@stjohnsdsm.org or 243-7691).
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The Arts at St. John’s
By Beth Ann Edwards

Artist of the Month
Photographer Bob Blanchard
Bob Blanchard’s exhibit includes photos included in the book,
“A Spectrum of Faith, World Religions in America’s Heartland.” This book was created in collaboration with the Drake
Community Press and Des Moines Area Religious Council
(DMARC). The world’s major faith traditions – Sikhism, Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism and Islam – are practiced here in Iowa. Blanchard’s photographs will be exhibited
through Feb. 14.
Blanchard’s photographs vividly bring to life the fascinating
array of individuals, faith traditions and worship practices
belonging to the many religious communities who call Iowa
home. Blanchard, along with Drake Professor Tim Knepper,
spoke at St. John’s a year ago about their experiences writing
and visually documenting Iowa’s faith traditions. The book is
available for purchase through DMARC and Drake. All proceeds go to DMARC’s food pantry.

Midweek Music Series
January’s Midweek Music series schedule begins with Rob
Lumbard on Wednesday, Jan. 3, at 12:05 p.m. Blues- and
folk-based, he can cover jazz or blues standards or do a set
of his own tunes. His finger-picking style comes from listening to Blind Blake, Doc Watson and prewar Chicago Blues
players. His songwriting is heavily influenced by the Texas
songwriters and is laced with self-deprecating humor. Rob
is an honorary member of the Central Iowa Blues Society,
the Iowa Blues Hall of Fame, and has participated in the
Blues in the Schools programs with Fruteland Jackson and
Billy Branch.
The weeks before Lent bring a variety of musical genres and
performances, from classical music, dance, youth musicians
and Michael Elsbernd at the organ. All performances begin
at 12:05 p.m. in the Sanctuary, and there is no charge. A
light lunch, priced at $6 per person, is served downstairs in
Weertz Fellowship Hall at 12:35 p.m.
• Jan. 3 - Rob Lumbard, guitarist/singer/songwriter
• Jan. 10 - Lyric Winds (Kimberly Helton, flute; Sue Odem,
oboe; Kariann Voigts, clarinet)
• Jan. 17 - Hurley and Dancers
• Jan. 24 - Michael Elsbernd, organ
• Jan. 31 - North High School Gospel Choir
• Feb. 7 - Iowa Music Teachers Association Piano Audition
Winners
• Feb. 14 - Ash Wednesday – Lent begins (no Midweek
Music series during Lent)

Epiphany Worship and Celebration Saturday, Jan. 6
The 5 p.m. worship service on Saturday, Jan. 6, will take place
in the Sanctuary as we celebrate Epiphany with St. John’s
choirs, instrumental ensembles and Hurley and Dancers.
Epiphany is a time in the church year when we celebrate the
magi following a star to honor Christ, the new king. They
traveled far to honor the long-awaited messiah of Israel. We
have only to travel to St. John’s! The celebration of Epiphany
provides the perfect occasion to highlight themes of light,
worship and celebration of Christ on earth. The service will
begin with a lessons-and-carols format. Traditional liturgy
and communion will follow.
Chili Dinner to follow Epiphany celebration: Following the
service, a chili cook-off dinner, sponsored by the St. John’s
youth, will take place in Weertz Fellowship Hall. More information about the chili dinner can be found on page 3 of this
Eagle Call..

St. John's Organist, Michael Elsbernd is set to perform at MidWeek Music in
January and will have a full recital in February.

February Arts Events
February is an arts-filled month at St. John’s! Please mark
your calendars for these events:
• Sunday, Feb. 4, 3 p.m.: Michael Elsbernd organ recital
with featured guests, St. John’s Adult Handbell Choir.
• Tuesday, Feb. 13, 5:30 p.m.: Shrove Tuesday dinner,
live music and celebration (including cake walk) with
entertainment by John Benoit and The Foxtrot Hotshots.
Continued on Page 11
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•

Saturday, Feb. 2: Bach in a Day choral and orchestral
workshop and concert in collaboration with the Minnesota Bach Society, Dr. Randal Buikema, guest conductor.
- 12:30 p.m.: Rehearsal (open to all who preregister).
- 8 p.m.: Concert; free and open to the public.

Kisasa Retreat Jan. 14
A retreat for Kisasa musicians is scheduled for Sunday, Jan.
14, from 11:15 a.m. until 2 p.m. Participants will enjoy lunch,
social activities and music rehearsal. They will also work on a
collaborative art project for the Lenten art exhibit, “Stations
of the Cross.” Each image in this exhibit will be paired with
poetry and a movement of Dupre’s organ masterpiece, “Stations of the Cross,” at a recital scheduled for Sunday, March
18, in the St. John’s Sanctuary.

Registration is open for Bach in a Day Feb. 24
Rehearse and sing a Bach cantata in one day! Rehearsals
begin at 12:30 p.m. and the concert, which is free and open to
the public, begins at 8 p.m. Dr.
Randal Buikema, conductor, and
Miriam Scholz-Carlson, concert master, will lead choir and
instrumentalists with Bach’s
Cantata 106, "Gottes Zeit ist die
allerbeste Zeit," and instrumental work to be announced soon.
The registration covers access to
downloadable music, choral and instrumental rehearsals,
dinner and afternoon snacks, Bach Scholar spotlight with
Dr. Jim Griesheimer, and participation in a concert.

Update from LSI
by the Staff at Lutheran Service in Iowa

Raising our Voice for Iowa
Children and Families –
Lutheran Day on the Hill
Families living in poverty. Iowa
children in need of a forever family. Former refugees building new lives. These kinds of issues are rarely the center of
attention at the Iowa State Capitol. Let’s change that!
Please consider joining Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) and
the three Iowa synods of the ELCA for Lutheran Day on the
Hill, an annual day of advocacy in Des Moines to uplift the
needs of our neighbors. The event will be held on Thursday,
February 8. Visit www.LSIowa.org/advocacy next month
for event details, online registration, and an online toolkit
for your congregation.
If you are new to advocacy, come learn more about the legislative process and your role as a citizen. If you’ve attended
before, join us again. We hope this year’s schedule will also
allow you more opportunities to connect with legislators. If
you would like more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations, at
563-676-2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the
love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is
an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America)
and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We
proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes,
gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and
sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Before Sunday, Feb. 11, registration fees are $35 per
person ($25 for high-schoolers and college-aged). Beginning Monday, Feb. 12, fees will be $40 per person ($30 for
high-schoolers and college-aged). Scholarships are available.

Friendly Competition

For more information, please visit the arts page at the
St. John’s website (stjohnsdsm.org) or contact Beth Ann
Edwards (bethann@stjohnsdsm.org).

Originally from Bhutan, the couple moved to Des Moines
from a refugee camp in Nepal. Since then, they have been
busy improving their English and settling into their new
home. They both worked seven days a week and struggled
to find time to study for their exam.

St. John’s weekly radio broadcast
is on Praise 940 AM at
8:00 am every Sunday morning

LSI’s Refugee Community Services were there to help. LSI
provides English as a Second Language (ESL) classes, and
Bhakti and Chhali studied hard in class to prepare for the
writing and reading component of their exam. They supported and competed with each other, pushing themselves
to succeed.

When the time came to take their U.S. Citizenship Exam,
Bhakti and Chhali felt overwhelmed.

Their work paid off, and Bhakti and Chhali recently passed
their exam and are now U.S. Citizens.
“We appreciate the help our LSI volunteers gave us on the Citizenship Exam,” Bhakti says. “They are so committed to seeing
us meet our goals.” Thank you for empowering your Iowa neighbors. We couldn’t do this important work without you!
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Serving at Central Iowa Shelter & Services

EAGLE CALL
DEADLINE

On the 18th and 19th of each month St. John’s prepares and serves meals at the shelter. If you would like
to help prepare, serve or donate to this wonderful ministry located in the heart of downtown Des Moines,
please call 243.7691 or e-mail Katie at
katiet@stjohnsdsm.org.

The next deadline for all
Eagle Call content is noon
on January 15. Please send
articles in digital format to Scott
LaBlanc, scottl@stjohnsdsm.org.
If you are unable to send it by
e-mail, drop it off at the church
office.
Thank you!

