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Nonpro�t
artists

Collar Works gallery in Troy aims to shake up art world
By Amy Grif�n
You might think that opening a nonpro�t art gallery in the
shadow of a recession is crazy,
but for the founders and board of
Collar Works in Troy, it’s a matter
of necessity and a labor of love.
“For the people involved,
it’s something we’re passionate
about, something we can’t help
but do,” says Ben Hillis, a board
member.
In 2009, Colin Boyd and Sanford Mirling were students in the
MFA program at the University
at Albany, trying to get their work
seen. As Troy residents, they’d
noticed empty buildings in their
neighborhoods and took matters
into their own hands, mounting
pop-up shows in empty spaces,
eventually naming the roaming
gallery “Collar Works.”
But they needed a physical
space to go with the name and
found it on the third �oor of 444
River St. “We stumbled on this
space, which was basically derelict
... and slowly cleaned it up,” says
Mirling. They transformed the
space bit by bit, �nishing out 900

square feet at time to get it to
the 2,700-square-foot gallery it
is now.
They realized they needed reinforcements and began recruiting friends. Boyd’s wife, Kristin,
also an artist, got involved and
so did Hillis, associate director
and curator at Salem Art Works.
Hillis brought organizational
skills and connections, setting
up a meeting with the executive
director at Salem Art Works, Anthony Cafritz, who advised them
on establishing nonpro�t status.
For Boyd and the others,
that nonpro�t status is key. “We
distinguish ourselves by focusing not on the sale of artworks
but the showing of artworks. It’s
one of the key elements of Collar Works. We’ve thrived so far
on almost nothing.” Still, when
contracting with exhibiting artists
they explain that while they take
no commission, they do hope
both artist and buyer will “contribute to the cause,” as Mirling
puts it.
For nonpro�t status they
needed a board of directors, so
artists who were already involved

signed on: fellow UAlbany MFA
alumni Jennifer Hunold, Jake
Winiski, Georgia Wohnsen, as
well as Jenny Kemp, currently an
MFA candidate. Kemp’s husband,
Kevin Mullen, also joined the
cause, bringing with him nonpro�t experience from his day job

On exhibit
“TRANSMISSIONS: WORK BY
KATHERINE BENNETT”
■ Where: Collar Works, 444 River
Street, third floor, Troy
■ When: March 30 through May
11, receptions on March 30 and
April 27, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Open by
appointment.
■ Admission: Free
■ Info: collarworksart@gmail.
http://www.collarworks.org/
collar_works.html

at Easter Seals New York of the
Capital Region.
This board is more like a staff,
with everyone �nding their roles,
from building walls to writing
contracts. “The attitude here is

that whatever the show and the
artists need, we do our best to
make that happen,” says Hunold.
They say artists who’ve shown
there appreciate the enthusiasm
and freedom they’re afforded.
When artists approach with an
idea, Wohnsen says, “we’ve humored it — tell us your idea, let’s
work something out. It’s more
like a laboratory than some other
places in the area.”
The ambitious broader mission
of the gallery is to not only promote progressive art by emerging
young artists but also to transform
the Capital Region’s art community by forging ties with other art
programs and organizations.
In its short history the gallery
has hosted close to 100 solo and
group shows, such as last fall’s
“in-organic,” which offered a
fresh take on �ber art.
As Hillis puts it, “For us, the
biggest thing is that Collar Works
pushes for more progressive work
in the Capital District, to give
those works a home” they might
not �nd elsewhere in the region.
Their new season begins Friday
with the opening of a show by
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THE COLLAR Works board, from
left: Kristin Boyd, Colin Boyd,
Ben Hillis, Jennifer Hunold, Jenny
Kemp, Sanford Mirling, Kevin
Mullen and Georgia Wohnsen.

Philadelphia artist Katherine
Bennett, who uses light and
sound to create interactive
installations. Bennett answered
an open call for art, which they
advertise locally and nationally.
They also periodically invite
guests to curate shows.
Corinna Ripps Schaming,
curator and associate director of
the University Art Museum at
University at Albany, and a guest
curator this year, says, “I really respect what they’ve already done,
to say nothing about their plans
for the future.”
Hunold has a modest prediction for that future: “I just feel
like the direction we’re going
with this collective partnership is
going to knock the socks off the
Capital Region.”
▶ Amy Gri�n is a frequent

contributor to the Times Union.

