creating a world where the choral art
and its communities are thriving and preeminent
Seattle, Washington – www.chorosynthesis.org – 480.44C.HORO

Dear Business Leader,
Seattle is quickly becoming a national leader in musical innovation and social consciousness, and
Chorosynthesis Singers is helping to lead the way by way of our “Empowering Silenced Voices”
projects. Last season, we engaged hundreds of people in Seattle and all over the world by way of
our Call for Scores, New Choral Music Reading Sessions, and our performances of 10 choral
premieres on themes of social justice. We invite you to partner with us as we use high-quality
compositions and professional performances to engage the community and to transform the way we
think about current events and issues. This next season features more music and additional issues
of importance to our world.
“Empowering Silenced Voices 2.0” is a massive collaboration of composers, singers, conductors,
and community members giving a literal and figurative voice to the minority voices—those that may
have been overpowered, hushed, intimidate, or even killed. Some of the topics that will be explored
in our upcoming season include the following:
•
•
•

child abuse,
terrorism and war,
LBTQIA love,

•
•
•

natural disaster,
the environment,
technology,

•
•

women’s rights, and
civil disobedience.

This project truly embraces the notion that music has the power to change the world! It is our hope
that the performance of this amazing art will transform our and your minds about the way we give or
do not give voice to other humans in our world. To ensure that our performances are top-notch, we
hire professional performers and pay them for their time and talents. We also value innovation in the
repertoire that we bring to our audiences; they will be hearing “hot-off-the-press” new music from our
Call for Scores.
For details on specific venues and times, we invite you to visit our website:
www.chorosynthesis.org/events. We are expecting an audience full of people who value
humanitarian causes and love new choral music! This will likely include a demographic of 20-40 year
olds, as well as progressive women and LGBT advocates. Will you join us in this project? A vital part
of our success is dependent upon fundraising. Our budget costs include paying performers,
contracting the venue, buying music, promoting the concert, printing the
program, piano tuning, and technology/equipment rentals/costs.
We have diversified our efforts to support this tour and recording, and we would love for you to
support us in 1 or 2 ways:
1) Buy a full color business advertisement to include in our concert program for as little
as $20. We encourage you to include a coupon for use at your business. (See Business
Advertisement.)
2) Consider a sponsorship or a donation. (See Corporate Sponsorship.)
All proceeds will help to support Chorosynthesis and its endeavors in “Empowering Silenced Voices
2.0” and our 2016-2017 season’s activities. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us
at 480.44C.HORO or at chorosynthesis@gmail.com. Thank you for your consideration, and we hope
to speak with you soon!
Best,
Jeremiah Selvey, D.M.A.
Vice President, Chorosynthesis Board of Directors
& Co-Artistic Director, Chorosynthesis
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BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENTS
IN THE CONCERT PROGRAM
Full Color for as little as $20
www.chorosynthesis.org/program-ads
Placing an ad in our concert program is a wonderful way to expose your business to
members of the Greater Seattle, Wenatchee, and Tri-Cities areas of Washington state. Your
ad will be a part of our January 12-14 Washington State concert tour, including three
performances and audiences upwards of 300 people. If you are a CORPORATE
SPONSOR, we will include a complimentary full-page ad in our program, which you can
submit directly to programads.chorosynthesis@gmail.com. All others should submit through
our website (see link above).

SIZE & COLOR SPECIFICATIONS
Ads will be printed in color (black & white are accepted), and will be inserted into the
concert program. The sizes and prices are as follows:
Full Page
Half Page

8”x10.5”
8”x5.25”

$75
$50

Quarter Page

4”x5.25”

$30

Eighth Page

4”x 2.5”

$20

FORMAT REQUIREMENTS
Color strongly encouraged (black and white accepted). Acceptable formats include: PDF,
jpeg, tiff, bmp. If you have questions about a different format, please inquire via email to
programads.chorosynthesis@gmail.com.

DEADLINE: NOVEMBER 1, 2016
(extended to Nov. 15)
Thank you for your interest in placing an ad in our concert program. If you are interested in
further sponsorship, please also see our CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP page. The federal
tax ID # for Chorosynthesis (“Choral Arts Synergy, Inc.”) is 27-3416856.
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CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP
Corporate sponsorships can extend your company’s visibility in the community, while making a
difference in the work of Chorosynthesis. We would love to speak with you about the level at
which you would like to sponsor. If you are interested, please contact Jeremiah Selvey at
chorosynthesis@gmail.com to get the conversation started. We want you to partner with us.

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
We want to help you achieve your goals with this partnership! We can offer the perks listed
below and discuss further ideas you may have as well; additional terms can be negotiated.

Sponsorship Level

Minimum

Maximum

Bronze

$1,000

$1,499

Silver

$1,500

$2,499

Gold

$2,500

$3,999

Concert Sponsor

$4,000

$7,499

Elite Concert Sponsor

$7,500+

NA

PERKS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

!

2 complimentary tickets to our concerts plus 2 additional tickets for every level below
your level of sponsorship.
1 complimentary full-page ad in our program.
A verbal announcement in all concert performances for the year.
A logo on our website (with link to your website) for a full year.
Listed as a sponsor in the concert program.
We will work with you to customize 1 post (plus an additional post for every level below
your level of sponsorship) on our social media platforms (e.g., Facebook & Twitter).
Concert sponsor – your logo on all marketing/promotional materials for the concert and
on the main program page.
Elite concert sponsor – includes all of the above plus we will list your business as a
sponsor to specific songs, performers, etc. in accordance with your level of support.
Additional items can be reasonably negotiated.

Join us in our effort to use art to
EMPOWER SILENCED VOICES
www.chorosynthesis.org/join-us

EXAMPLES OF
WHERE YOUR MONEY GOES
$25
Subsidize a student ticket.
$50
Subsidize music for one singer.
$75
Subsidize an instrumentalist for a rehearsal.
$125
Subsidize a night of housing for two
performers.
$250
Subsidize a singer performer fee for a short
project.
$500
Sponsor a singer’s airfare.
$1,000
Sponsor a New Choral Music Reading Session.
$1,500
Sponsor a singer position.
Subsidize travel, lodging, music, and performing
fees for one singer. We can name the position
after you or someone you want to honor.

$2,500
Sponsor a rehearsal/performance venue for
a concert.
Subsidize the production and rental costs
associated with a venue.
$5,000
Sponsor a CD.
Subsidize the publishing, distribution, and
marketing costs of a recorded CD.
$10,000
Sponsor a composer commission.
Subsidize a project commission between
Chorosynthesis and a composer. Talk to us. We
have some exciting possibilities lined up!
$18,000
Sponsor a choir of 12 professional singers
for a concert.
Subsidize travel, lodging, music, and
performing fees for 12 singers.
$25,000
Sponsor a full recording project all the way
through its release.
Subsidize mechanicals; recording/producing
staff salaries; publishing, distribution, and
marketing of CDs; and a formal release
announcement and party.
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WHO WE ARE
& WHAT WE ARE DOING
Every potential partner deserves to understand who Chorosynthesis is,
where we have been, and where we are headed…
Vision & Ultimate Success.
The vision of Chorosynthesis is to create a world where the choral art and its communities are thriving
and preeminent. We believe this vision is possible by connecting the highest level of choral performance
and composition with the most important issues of our world and its communities.

Values.
The core values (also known as the “Pillars of Success”) of Chorosynthesis are as follows:
Collaboration, Innovation, Sustainability, and Excellence. The balance of these core pillars of success
guides us in accomplishing our own mission and in creating models of success for other choral
communities. It is our goal that we demonstrate and help illuminate innovative ways of achieving healthy
success and forge the way for the ongoing advancement of the choral art.

Mission & Goals.
Chorosynthesis Singers, an ensemble of Chorosynthesis, is a professional, project-based chamber choir
with the mission of connecting excellent performances of high-quality compositions to the community by
way of social consciousness and modern-day issues. For our next few projects, we seek to provide these
quality performances of well-crafted new music with a social justice message or theme. Through these
projects, we accomplish our mission while achieving the following goals:
•

•

•

Engage with contemporary social justice issues by way of advocacy, artistic expression, and/or
community. In this way, we provide possible bridges for connecting with community groups and
alliances whose social causes may be directly or indirectly represented in the content of the art.
Honor the craft of skilled composition and demonstrate a passion for new music. These projects
allow modern composers with quality compositions (including texts and musical settings) an
opportunity to have their work premiered or performed anew by a group of professional singers.
Fill a void in the Seattle choral and social justice community. Currently Seattle-area community
and church ensembles seek to address social justice issues by way of community music-making,
but there is no known professional ensemble that focuses primarily on social justice messages.
Composers sometimes NEED to write music that is more complex or challenging than what
skilled amateurs can perform in order to fully depict what their compositional masterpiece
demands. By providing a professional ensemble that performs music with a social justice theme,
we give composers the freedom to write authentically and more innovatively, advancing both the
composition and performance of choral music alongside the various causes that might be
labeled “social justice.”

By accomplishing these goals, we are using the art of choral music to also connect with real issues in the
greater community of Seattle, Washington state, and around the world. The fusion of the best choral
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compositions with a social justice message and the utmost quality in performance of those compositions
will provide a platform for transforming both the art of music and the hearts/minds of those who
encounter this “missional” music.

Strategic Vision.
When ultimate success is achieved, Chorosynthesis will have contributed to developing national
awareness of the ways in which the choral art and its communities might broaden and deepen their
understanding of Collaboration, Innovation, Sustainability, and Excellence, and consequently, to the
prominence and flourishing of the choral art in education, community, and professional contexts. We
believe success is dependent on both collaborative dialogues from an idealistic standpoint and wisdom
born out of hard labor from the trenches. For this reason, we seek to engage in conversations offered by
research and conference presentations, as well as project-based endeavors, such as our the 2016-2017
season’s activities.

Background.
The organization was conceived when Wendy and Jeremiah realized that some important issues of the
day were not being addressed in the choral field. Chorosynthesis was formed in order to supplement and
complement the work of other national choral organizations. From its conception, Chorosynthesis has
sought to encourage the development of more music-minded businesspersons and more businessminded musicians. Bridging the gap between business and art, Chorosynthesis will effect the changes
necessary to advance the choral art and fill the gaps not being fully addressed by other organizations.
For this reason, the bulk of Chorosynthesis’ work is to redefine the way the musical community—
particularly choirs—understand the role of innovation, collaboration, sustainability, and excellence within
their individual contexts.
In its first six years, Chorosynthesis has organically identified several specific ideals around which
dialogues and projects have taken place. The following are examples of those ideals and the actions that
have ensued:
1. Chorosynthesis desires a change in the composing and publishing industry, where
standards and true creativity help to drive the creation of choral music, not publisher
marketing gimmicks.
ACTION: Jeremiah is recently served on a committee of people who are developing a
system of national standards for evaluating education in the choral classroom, assessing the
compositional integrity and skill level of repertoire, and creating a platform for ongoing
accountability with publishers and composers of choral music.
ACTION: Jeremiah is actively engaging in choral composition and arranging.
2. Chorosynthesis seeks to bridge the gap between mission-based music and art music,
bringing the best of both together in choral composition and performance.
ACTION: In March 2015, Chorosynthesis put out a Call for Scores for compositions of the
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highest quality centered on the theme of Social Justice.
ACTION: In March 2016, Chorosynthesis Singers performed 10 premieres of high-quality
choral works by living composers, all of which addressed themes of social justice
(“Empowering Silenced Voices”).
ACTION: In January 2017, Chorosynthesis Singers will perform 17 high-quality choral works
by living composers throughout Washington state—Tri-Cities, Washington, and Seattle—in
a concert tour entitled “Empowering Silenced Voices.”
ACTION: In January 2017, Chorosynthesis Singers will record a double CD of some of these
high-quality works—to be published by Centaur Records, Inc.
3. Chorosynthesis engages in broadening the understanding of collaboration.
ACTION: In its infancy, Jeremiah served on the Steering Committee for the founding of the
Greater Seattle Choral Consortium, which aims to bring together for mutual benefit the
choirs of the greater Seattle area. Jeremiah also helped draft the paperwork to apply for
501(c)3 status and instituted the master calendar document for cross-marketing Seattle area
choirs.
ACTION: Chorosynthesis brought together 2 conductors, 16 singers, 2 churches, and 2
universities in an exquisite chamber performance of the Brahms’ Ein deutsches Requiem in
Seattle. By engaging in this collaboration, Chorosynthesis modeled innovation at all levels.
ACTION: Chorosynthesis sponsored networking events for Emerging Leaders at two
national Chorus America conferences. Young conductors, arts leaders, and composers had
the opportunity to meet one another and share ideas regarding the profession.
ACTION: Chorosynthesis presented Enlarging the Circle: A Long-Term Investment in the
Choral Art at the 2011 National Association for Music Education regional Northwest
conference.
ACTION: In June 2015, Chorosynthesis hosted a New Music Reading Session to solicit
feedback from potential singers regarding selections from that Call for Scores. Most of
Chorosynthesis Singers’ program in March 2016 came from scores submitted to the Call for
Scores and evaluated in part by the singers at the reading session.
ACTION: In October 2015, Chorosynthesis executed a second reading session for future
performances. These reading sessions also demonstrated an innovative form of
collaboration in the selection of performance repertoire.
ACTION: In July 2016, Chorosynthesis hosted its third New Choral Music Reading Session
at Seattle Pacific University. Not only was this a collaborative environment for singers, but it
was also opened up to composers to Skype with us.
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ACTION: In October 2016, Chorosynthesis will host its 4 New Choral Music Reading
Session—in collaboration with the University of Washington School of Music. These reading
sessions provide resources to the community and ask the community to use dialog as a form
of collaboration and learning.
4. Chorosynthesis advocates for composers and performers in the innovation of the choral art.
ACTION: In November 2011, Chorosynthesis performed the Brahms’ Requiem using
Jeremiah’s edited version of Brahms’ own four-hands piano score and a chamber choir. This
performance not only allowed for incredible transparency of the voices, particularly in the
fugal sections, but also included the structure of a modified liturgy for All Souls’ Day in which
the structure of the seven movements of the Requiem took place—a truly uniquely
innovative collaboration.
ACTION: Chorosynthesis regularly advocates for its composers by championing their works
and helping composers find additional performances for their works. In 2017, we will be a
part of sharing their work with the world by way of the internationally distributed CD
“Empowering Silenced Voices” with Chorosynthesis Singers.
ACTION: Chorosynthesis Singers values the work of its singers by paying them for their time
and covering their expenses when on tour. We believe in striving to make this art
sustainable.

Role of the Organization in the Community
Chorosynthesis Singers adds to the Seattle area’s community of professional choral ensembles and yet
we are distinct in the following ways:
1. We engage with relevant, social issues.
2. We encourage the development of new choral composition that is musically exemplary and
extra-musically driven by community issues.
Our role in the community is that we empower, inspire, and advocate for music teachers, social justice
leaders, and musical performers by way of our performances. We lead the way for these groups of
people to do something similar in their own individual contexts. Additionally, because of our focus on
social justice, we are able to partner with local organizations to find ways to advance their cause (e.g.,
the Brahms’ Requiem Project).
Chorosynthesis performers are not only expected to be top-notch, but also to be supportive of the
mission of the organization. This allows the “joy factor” (beyond merely getting paid) to be present in the
rehearsal and performance process and significantly impacts the way the performances are received.
Music is the common language that tells the stories of our community, encouraging our audience to find
relevance in and connection to what we sing with events from their own lives, bringing us closer together.
Chorosynthesis staff fulfill Chorosynthesis’ mission by engaging in projects consistent with its values and
goals. Additionally, Chorosynthesis Singers contributes to the success of the mission by providing
excellence in artistic expression, performing topics that interact with the community, and inspiring social
interaction through public concerts. In addition to being both an ambassador and a gathering place for
the musical and social justice communities, Chorosynthesis also changes lives through the performance
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of significant music. Our repertory of choral music stretches and transforms both performers and
audiences artistically and humanly.

How Your Partnership Helps Chorosynthesis.
Our staff and Board donate all of their time to the mission/vision of Chorosynthesis. Equally, the Artistic
Directors choose to donate back their entire salaries back however, Chorosynthesis prioritizes paying
our other performers and providing the best possible performances by way of quality venues, recordings,
etc. Any form of partnership with the organization allows us to further our work in creating a world where
choral music is relevant and where humanity is confronted with art that has the power to transform. Join
us to help us further our impact on the world.

Conclusion.
Chorosynthesis uniquely blends social justice and community with professional choral music
performance and the advancement of choral composition. We seek partners who resonate with this
distinct unity and balance. Supporters will be contributing to the development of quality choral
composition, excellent performances, and thoughtful interactions with messages involving equality,
peace, and/or justice.
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REVIEWS & COMMENTS
MEDIA
http://secondinversion.org/2016/03/17/concert-preview-chorosynthesis-qa-withjeremiah-selvey-and-wendy-moy/

COMPOSERS
Lansing McLoskey
“Zealot Canticle”
Many thanks to Chorosynthesis for a wonderful performance of Zealot Canticle tonight.
Inspiring concert. Special kudos to the marvelous soloists; Rachael Colman, Brian
Mummert, and Rachel Yoder on clarinet.
Jose Luis Gomez-Aleixandre
“Lux Aeterna”
I’ve just heard the recording...I have to say that absolutely amazed. Without doubt [this
is] the best performance till now of the piece!
Thomas Schuttenhelm
“A Clear Midnight”
Wendy Moy and Jeremiah Selvey, and the exceptionally talented members of
Chorosynthesis exceeded all expectations tonight. The entire program was designed
with incredible insight into the musical poetics and "A Clear Midnight" was just sublime.
The performance was made even more meaningful by the dedication of the
exceptionally talented singers and their commitment to the nuances of the music.
An exquisite performance of Steven Serpa's LIKE A DARLING was heard tonight!
Chorosynthesis operates on the highest planes of professionalism and their ambitious
projects are worthy of encouragement and support. They may very well have set a new
standard for choral traditions in the U.S.
Steven Serpa
“Like A Darling: A Triptych”
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It's been a great week working with this talented group of singers and their co-directors
Wendy Moy and Jeremiah Selvey…. Chorosynthesis, its directors, and singers were so
inspiring and the premiere of LIKE A DARLING was evocative and poignant.
Eric Padziora
“Canticles for the Holy Innocents”
That was just one of the greatest musical experiences of my life. Bravo to the singers,
composers, and conductors of Chorosynthesis Singers!
Sometimes I hear music that's so good I can only shake my head and whisper, "Damn."
That's when I realize, I'm praising it with faint damns.
SINGERS
Erica Convery
I had such an awesome time singing with this amazing group of people last night! Bravi
to Chorosynthesis and the composers that gave us such wonderful music to sing!
Marjorie Bunday
This Saturday in Seattle, I'm singing in a powerful program of choral premieres with
Chorosynthesis Singers. We hear so much news of war and strife in the world that we
often become numb and blind to the fact that each human affected by violence is really
someone just like us, with dreams and creative urges and love and hope. There is
something about music and poetry that can break down that barrier of "us" and "the
other" (Iraq and Syria and Lebanon can seem very distant when we are in our daily
routines). Music changing the world? How many times have you been touched by a
piece of music to the point of tears? When we are moved like that, we change, we are
given a new perspective that has been immensely personalized by our emotion, and we
can carry that into the world.
One of the works on the program that I think does such a good job of bringing the
listener to that new perspective is "Blue Phoenix." The composer, Kala Pierson, sets to
music the words spoken by Iraqi artist Esam Pasha in a radio interview:
"When the bombs were falling, I was crazy enough to get on the roof. I felt I should see
this, because artists are the eyes of the culture. It was beautiful — you know?
When all the stores were closed, and Baghdad was really a hot spot, I kept on doing art
until I ran out of pigment. There was nothing to paint with, except boxes of crayons. So I
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mixed up wax paint, using heat. I made thirty wax works: some on cardboard, some on
old record sleeves.
The blue one is my favorite. You see the blue color taking over everything, but also reds
and yellows penetrating the blues, like flashing rockets penetrating the calm sky."
When I sing that piece, I am the artist on the roof, seeking to find some beauty amid all
of the destruction, and I hope that the listener is transported to the same place.
Another very effective piece is "Like a Darling" composed by Steven Serpa on poetry by
Naomi Shihab Nye - I will leave you with a quote from that: "What if the air grew damp
with the names of mothers? The clear-belled voices of first graders pinned to the map of
Lebanon like a shield?"
I hope that some of you in the Seattle area will be able to attend this concert - although
the theme is heavy, it is meant to be hopeful, and we end the program with a work
celebrating love: "Unleash the Beauty" by Alexander Campkin on poetry by Sappho.

Jessica Bush
Tonight I will be performing with Chorosynthesis, a professional chorus from all over the
U.S. but based in Seattle, WA, directed by Jeremiah Selvey and Wendy Moy. Our
concert, "Empowering Silenced Voices," gives a musical voice to people who have been
victims of violence and oppression. We are singing pieces about abused children,
Hiroshima, turbulence in the Middle East, zealotry, social injustices, women's rights,
racial tensions, unrest and terrorism at home and abroad, and love. No matter our lot in
life or our core beliefs, this program reminds us of our shared humanity, beauty, and
dignity. All pieces on the program are new compositions and premieres in some way,
some employ the skill of talented instrumentalists, and all are incredibly challenging and
require top notch musicians. Several of the pieces are settings of poet's work, melding
two artistic expressions into one unified concert. They are all raw, emotional, sincere,
colorful, and beautiful each in their own way. Several have fast become favorites to
sing, and there truly is something for everyone to enjoy and relate to on this concert.
Just as important as the concert pieces remembering the oppressed and marginalized
are the pieces which inspire hope and comfort, which remind artists of their impact in a
hurting world, which remind the passerby citizen that there are people suffering all
around them and in different parts of the world. From the Christian genocide in the
Middle East, to the homeless and mentally ill, there are so many people who need and
deserve our compassion, but we may feel a chasm so wide between us that we become
numb or seemingly untouched by the suffering in it. The truth is, in one way or another,
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we are all affected by the sufferings and joys of others, and we have a moral obligation
to respond each according to their own ability. This concert is our response - our way of
reaching out, showing that we care, and showing that all lives matter. What better way
to represent this universal truth than through choral singing, one of the best cooperative
artistic experiences there is? I am honored to be a part of this transcendent concert - it
has been quite a growing experience for me as a musician and artist. If you are
attending, listen to the texts closely - the way the composers have set these texts is so
skillful and appropriate.

