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The SWC is Here for You
Count yourself in! We want you as a new member of the club, and having fun along with us. Hang
with some other walleye nuts and catch more walleye. It costs you nothing to come and check out a
general meeting and free fishing seminar. Join the club and take part in club sponsored campouts, picnics, shrimp boil, cooking/recipe competitions, helping kids learn to fish, community club projects, and
fishing days, where club members go hit the water together. Receive this newsletter every other month
with membership. Learn new water and new techniques for chasing those walleye. We do have an active
women’s group of fishermen too, so make it a family membership for sure! Joining the club is a nobrainer at only $25 for the year! Sign up at our Bighorn booth right now, and buy a few raffle tickets
for some fantastic tackle and gift certificate prizes to help us support the Kids Fishing Day at Clear
Lake. If you forget before you leave the show, mail in your application when you get home!!

The Bighorn
It's that time of year again. One of the main signs that winter is starting to give way to
spring is the preparation for the Big Horn Show. This is the best show of the year for "outdoor
aficionados", and that would be us. This year's show will be on March 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th.
The hours are, 12:00 to 8:00 on Thursday and Friday, 10:00 to 8:00 Saturday, and 10:00 to 4:00 on
Sunday. We will have our usual spot in the show, next to Mark's Marine, with the candy booth
nearby.
This is a chance to get out and support your club, sell raffle tickets, and promote the purpose
and dedication of our organization to the outdoor community. We get to meet other groups with the
same agenda's, and present the wide world of walleye to the general public. We also get to eat
New York sausages. I'll be trying to stock the booth with sufficient members that we'll all get
time to wander around and see the show. This is also the biggest selling opportunity for our raffle tickets, and usually "puts us over the top".
I'll need volunteers to help assemble the booth on Tuesday and Wednesday before the show, and
then to disassemble it on Sunday night and Monday morning. We'll need pickumup trucks, and operators. This is always a fun project.
An added word of caution, don't let Bill Johnson talk you into buying him one of those New York
sausages. His doctor mentioned that if he'd left those alone years ago, he wouldn't have had that
stomach problem.
like to have some great enjoyable time supporting our
So if you'd really
club and
promoting it to the general public of our area, give me
a call and get on the list.
Doug Nathan 456-0644
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to THANK all of you who ran for

We are now very busy selling raffle tickets, so if you
haven’t signed up yet contact Greg Koch. The Bighorn show is
coming up fast & there are lots of spaces to be filled manning our booth. It’s a lot of fun and a good way to get to
know other club members. A big THANK YOU to Doug Nathan for chairing the booth committee again this year.
I’ve talked to WDFW about the Fishing Kids event and it
is going to happen again this year, the first Saturday in May
at Clear Lake. This is a great opportunity to help a whole
bunch of kids get involved in our favorite sport.
Remember all the fun events we have already planned,
Fishing Kids, the summer picnic, the tournament, the fall
campout, a few fish
days, and we’re working
on several other things
this year to keep us
busy.
We’ve got some
great speakers lined up
for the meetings, so I
hope to see you all
there.

George
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Winners of the Tackle Raffle will be drawn on the 18th,
at the end of the Bighorn Outdoor Show.
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Walleye Tips and Techniques

Daylight
Savings time
change
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Seminar @ Marks Marine on the 15th
w/ Rick Sutherland
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Last Quarter

(see lower right of this page)
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Board Mtg
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Seminar
@ Marks
New Moon

28
General Mtg
The Mesbergs

29
Seminar
@ Marks

This month’s regular events
•

Board meeting - March 21st - 6:00 PM
Western States CAT building on East Trent

•

General meeting - March 28th - 7:00 PM
Wildlife Council Bldg. on North Market
Mike & Marilyn Mesberg, of Mar-Don Resort &
Grant County Tourism, to talk about Walleye fishing at
Potholes, and the Potholes Habitat Enhancement Project

19:41
First Quarter
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than the fish in it.
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May the holes in your net be no larger
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Sunday

15

16

17

18

19

20

07:18
New Moon

Board Mtg.
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General Mtg
“Big Wally”
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Some are haunted by the fish that got away.
Others quietly plot their revenge.

09:58
First Quarter

This month’s Events
•

Board meeting - April 18th - 6:00 PM
Western States CAT building on East Trent

•

General meeting - April 25th - 7:00 PM
Wildlife Council Bldg. on North Market,

Gordon Steinmetz - AKA Big WallySpeaks about Walleye fishing in Banks Lake

28
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By

Bob Ploof

“Right Hooked Walleyes”
As all of you know, my favorite way of fishing for and catching walleyes is with a jig.

Why? Because
of this techniques versatility. You can make a jig do darn near anything needed to
trigger a bite regardless of the time of year. Arguably, a jig may be the most effective tool to catch walleyes that was ever created. In fact, the best jig anglers I
know insist that if they had a handful of jigs, they'd hold their own against anyone, anywhere, anytime for nearly any species of fish. Unfortunately, many anglers “major in minors” when it comes to selecting the
right tool to get the job done. Detailed paint jobs, marabou, flashibou, glass eyes embedded in the head, etc. may all make a difference at
times but you’ll consistently fall short if you skimp on the most important element
of any jig….the hook!
At the most basic level, a jig is only as good as the hook it has molded in it.

So let’s take a minute to evaluate what separates a mediocre product from the
real deal. The most important aspects of a good jig hook are; the ability of the hook
to remain sharp, the size of the gap between the shank and the point, and the overall size of the hook. Owner
hooks have it all. There’s one more advantage (and it’s a big one) to using Owner hooks. Owner produces
hooks in larger sizes that are smaller in diameter than any other hook company that I’m aware of. It’s been
my experience that the smaller diameter greatly increases penetration on the hook-set. Particularly hook-sets at the end of a long
cast. However, don’t be fooled by the small diameter into thinking
these are wimpy, flimsy, fine wire hooks that are easily bent or broken. On the contrary, despite their small diameter, Owner hooks
don’t sacrifice the strength required to bring a big fish to the net.

Here’s what I do when casting my lead heads.

I normally use a 3/0 or sometimes even a 4/0 hook in a
jig mold cavity designed for a 2/0 hook. If you’re using a
4/0 hook in a standard Do-It jig mold, you’ll have to space
your hooks so you’re only using every other cavity due to the
width of the hook gap. 4/0 hooks are great for oversized or
long baits like 5” grubs, ringworms and gobies. When using
these styles of baits, a jig with a longer hook shank will be a
much better option because the business end of the hook protrudes farther back in the bait. Think about how a walleye
feeds. They open their mouths and create a vacuum.
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The vacuum causes water to rush through their mouths and passes out of their gills bringing your offering
with it. That means that most of the time your jig is inside your quarries mouth by the time you detect a strike.
Consequently, it would be reasonable to assume that if you use larger hooks with wider gaps, you’ll inevitably hook more fish. Nothing fancy and nothing flashy,
but it works. Give this simple tip a try. You won’t be
disappointed.

When you hang a “hawg” be sure to perform CPR
on your trophy. That’s right…CPR. Catch, Photograph and Release. Trophy fish are a rare commodity.
With your help in releasing the trophies and educating others to do the same, we’ll continue to have a world
class fishery for many years to come. Be safe and good luck.

May god bless you, your families, our men and women in uniform and may god bless the United
States of America.

Tight Lines & Calm Seas,

Bob Ploof

Washington State Walleye Championship

Those who are new readers of this newsletter may not be aware that the Spokane Walleye Club hosts
the annual Washington State Walleye Championship on Lake Roosevelt out of Kettle Falls the last
weekend of July each year. It’s a highly competitive tournament that encompasses all of Lake Roosevelt
which means many two‐person teams travel great distances from the Kettle Falls boat launch to find
their favorite spots while others stay within 20 minutes of the launch site and do extremely well. This is
the tournament at which the Washington Walleye Angler of the Year is honored, but it’s open to all
anglers who can put together a team to compete for the numerous prizes being offered.
The Washington State Walleye Championship is the only tournament on the state walleye circuit that
offers a guaranteed $10,000 first prize** courtesy of MARK’S MARINE and LUND Boats . That’s a nice
chunk of change, and the remaining prize money is also impressive, along with the hefty gift certificates
presented by Cabela’s. Cash payouts will be given to the top ten teams and certificates will be awarded
to 11th through 15th places. There are also option pools with large payouts for big fish of the day and big
bags of the day.
There will be a drivers’ meeting on July 27th which includes a great meal. Boats will then blast off at

6am Saturday and again at 6am on Sunday. An energetic awards ceremony including raffles follows the
second day of fishing at Happy Dell Park in Kettle Falls.

You too can have a blast by participating in this year’s Washington State Walleye Championship.
Entry forms and rules can be found at
www.spokanewalleyeclub.com.
We need someone to win that money.
Find a partner and sign up now!
Chuck De Bruin,
Tournament Director
** (provided 75 or more teams compete; pro‐rated if less)

Doug Nathan, Bill Johnson, Tom Fischer,
and Evan Brooks
hit Silver Lake in February for
some perch fillets.
(but I don’t see any fish on the ice.)
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Richly Delicious Fish
Total time: 1 hour 15 minutes

Cooking time: 15 minutes

Enough white wine to cover fillets
1/2 lb of boneless fish fillets/person (walleye, sole, turbot, snapper, etc)
3/4 C mayonnaise
1/2 C Parmesan cheese, grated
2 tsp minced onion
2 T lemon juice
Place fillets in shallow baking dish. Cover fish with enough white wine to marinate and let sit
refrigerated for one hour, turning the fillets over at 30 minutes. Drain off wine, rinse out the
dish and dry. Pat extra moisture off of the fish fillets. Place dried fish back into the baking
dish and spread the following sauce over the fish.
Sauce: Mix together the following.

3/4 C mayonnaise
1/2 C Parmesan cheese, grated
2 tsp minced onion
2 T lemon juice
Bake uncovered on top rack of oven at 450 degrees for 10-12 minutes or until flaky.
To increase the recipe for a larger crowd, just double or triple the sauce, depending on amount
of fish being prepared.
Definitely easy enough to prepare, even for the guys that don’t cook much!
The early bird may get the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese.
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Doug Nathan and first mate Evan
getting ready to engage in the
battle of who can make up the
biggest lie.

EVOLUTION OF A WALLEYE FISHERMAN
by club member Tom Fischer

To keep this simple, I'll only go back far enough in the evolutionary process to where life branched into the two main branches....
the EATERS and the EATEN. Now we as fisherman are in the EATER branch. This branch has two main branches, several
limbs, and a multitude of twigs. The most highly evolved, most intelligent and larger branch is the Hunter-Gatherer. The least intelligent and smaller branch is the Lawyer-Politician.
Now the EATEN branch is a fairly complex branch. The two main and most important limbs are Oxygen Breathers (animals,
fish, etc) and the Carbon-dioxide Breathers (plants). The importance of this branch cannot be discounted, for without it we all may
have ended up in the Lawyer-Politician branch.
This is where it gets sort of complex. The Hunter, of the Hunter-Gatherer group, is divided into two small limbs, twigs actually,
Hunter and Fisher. Both are dependent on the Oxygen Breathers, which we eat. The Gatherer limb became Farmers and are dependent on the Carbon-dioxide Breathers which we also eat. A very workable relationship. So now you are wondering where the Lawyer-Politician limb fits into this scheme, and the answer is: nobody has an answer. However, on occasion, they become cannibals
and attempt to eat each other and occasionally us.
O.K. We now know that we are the Fisher twig on the Hunter and Fisher limb of the Hunter-Gatherer branch. So how did we
become Walleye fishermen you ask? (Even if you don't ask, I'm going to tell you.)
It all begins when at about age four or five, some older fisher introduces the future fisher to the Art of Angling. Generally the
young angler starts catching Perch, Sunfish, Bluegill etc. from shore or a dock. As the young angler becomes more proficient, and
older, they will graduate to Trout. Now Trout are all right as long as you realize they are an intermediate step to a higher goal. At
this point in the learning process things start to change. The "fishin' pole" becomes a "rod" , the "winder" becomes a "reel" and they
will hold it right side up and crank it in the right direction. However, they are still fishing off the shore or a dock. Natural progression leads them to broader horizons--a floating conveyance (inner tube, raft, or small boat). Unfortunately, some young anglers
never progress past this stage and remain Trout anglers, which puts them
dangerously close to our lower branch, Lawyer-Politicians. Now our more
enlightened angler suddenly realizes he is above this type of fishing. One
day, as our intrepid angler sits in his humble floating conveyance,
far out on the lake, he sees his destiny. Far out on the horizon he spies the
BRIGHT, SHINY, HIGH-SPEED, EXTRAVAGANTLY EQUIPPED,
MULTI-SPECIES FISHING PLATFORM (boat). He has begun the transformation to WALLEYE ANGLER.
There is a lot more to this extremely complicated process, however time and space prevent me from conveying it to you. To get a more
detailed account, take me fishing and I can fill you in on all the lurid details when I'm not catching fish.
See ya on the water, Tom
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Thanks to all of our dedicated raffle table and

booth volunteers, as well as all of our sponsors!
Lyle Phipps and
Steve Brabham
working the
tackle raffle table .The raffle
provides funding
for the annual
Kids Fishing Day
at Clear Lake.
Table space for
ticket sales was
provided by
several of our
sponsor’s stores.

Upcoming Speakers, Be There, or be Left in the Dark!
Mar. 28th - Mike & Marilyn Mesberg, Mar-Don Resort & Grant County Tourism to talk about
Walleye fishing @ Potholes, the Potholes Habitat Enhancement Project & Grant Co
April 25th - Gordon Steinmetz - Big Wally-”nuff said really” Banks Lake walleye fishing .
May 30th - Ben Conley w/White Elephant
Minn Kota features with I-Pilot

( I-Pilot features are super cool, with record a track, auto and advanced
auto pilot, cruise control, anchor, and other functions. You’ll love it once
you get it. Anything to make boat control easier.)
Could this fisherman be the first to hit the upper Spokane
Arm with two legal rods? Could this be better than
stuffin’ your craw with
wings on Super-bowl Sunday?
No and Yes

Greg Koch out seining the waters

Two rodding Roosevelt in sunny February
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Texas Rapids

along the Snake Drainage on Lake West

The Google Earth coordinates for Texas Rapids. is 46 33 45.59 N 118 06 01.24 W
Travel:

There is 4 bar service w/Verizon

Spokane to TR, about 2.5 hrs.

Texas Rapids, located 6 miles
northeast of Starbuck, and west of
Lyons Ferry on Little Goose Dam
Road, 2 miles west of Little Goose
Dam is open year-round. Its facilities include a day-use area, limited
picnic, tent ,and motor-home/trailer
spaces(17) and ADA-accessible
boat ramp and docks which were
upgraded in 2007. The launch even
has solar powered lighting over it.
It is a very small protected bay so
even with a summer storm you can
tie up at the dock without much
worry. The two little docks will
handle 8-12 boats. There are flush
water closets and sinks available in
the summer, with vault toilets in the winter. There is potable drinking water at Little Goose Dam along the fishing wall a
few miles away. It’s a great little spot (113acres), but can fill up fast when the steelhead are kicking it below Little
Goose, as well as during fall hunting season. The river provides fishing for steelhead, salmon, sturgeon, both smallmouth
and largemouth bass, catfish, and a host of other species, including WALLEYE, which don’t get too much pressure. You can even fish for money by catching the squaw-fish. Northern Pike Minnow Fishing Reward Program. The
Army Corp of Engineers manages the recreation facilities along the river, except for the campgrounds at Lyons Ferry
(KOA) and Central Ferry, which
are managed by concessionaires
and are relatively expensive, but
have more complete facilities with
stores, fuel, and supplies during the
summer. There are no plans to
open the large campground on the
north side of Lyons Ferry this summer due to lack of funding, but the
corps currently hope to keep the
beach side open with portable toilets in place of the large permanent
restrooms, as they lack money for
constant water testing. There are
lots of Corps campgrounds and
boat launches along the Snake
River Dams and camping is allowed at most boat launches and is
free, as it is at Texas Rapids.
That’s a deal that’s tough to beat.
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TR provides the easiest launch access to the stretch of
water below Little Goose. Here is the link to the Army
Corp of Engineers web site: Walla Walla COE Recreation
Web Site..
Other campgrounds are very close by (just above the dam)
should TR be full, and you’ll find some other make shift
camp spots between TR and the Dam . There’s also one on
the north side of the river that you either need to boat to or
cross the Dam in your vehicle (no launch) that affords a
spot or two to bank fish. Due to increased risk of wildfires
during the summer months, a seasonal ban on open fires
exists from June 10th through October 10th. Charcoal and
gas barbecue grills are welcome year-round.
It’s a short boat run up to Little Goose and there are shorelines, current breaks, flats and bars to explore both up and
down from this campground. Many of the steelhead guides
like to drift down along the north bank from the after-bay downstream for a mile or so working jigs or jigs with bait
over the gravel and boulders for walleyes or smallies after they’ve limited on steelhead. There’s a bit of a corner opposite and downstream from TR that also holds walleye on a regular basis as well, and there’s tons of water to explore
down to the mouth of the Tucannon and Palouse rivers too. Both of those river mouths are good to great for blue and
channel catfish if you’re looking for a change of pace, but be careful running up the bay from the Snake to the Palouse
as the water can get a bit skinny. There can also be bunches of driftwood hazards on the Snake, so watch it if you have
to run at night. Have some fun!
One of our club members, Mr. Ray Bailey, with RC Guide
Service specializes in the channel cats and steelhead in this area but he can probably show you a walleye or two as well.
Give him a call at 509-647-5801.
Services nearby:: Head over to the KOA (fuel on water) at
Lyons Ferry or just the 7 Miles back into Starbuck for:
Grocery Store, Bar, Restaurant, Fuel stop w/ gas, diesel,
(no attendant) Great little tackle shop as well, (was up for
sale last year, but still open) with propane, dump station and
potable water.
Deadlines for Newletter issues are the 1st of:
February, April, June, August, October, and December.
Have an idea for what you’d like to see, then send it in!

•

WHEN YOU GO FISHING, SHARE YOUR FUN BY
SENDING IN PICTURES OR STORIES

FILE A FISHING REPORT RIGHT AWAY BY EMAILING
REPORTS@SPOKANEWALLEYECLUB.COM SO OTHERS IN
THE CLUB CAN GET TIMELY INFORMATION
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Why knot take the time to know
The Perfection Loop: Clean , neat, strong and eeeeeasy to tie. Creates a loop at the end of your mono or floro that you can create
as small or large as you like. This one’s worth knowing.

Form a loop by passing tag end under standing line. Create
second loop by passing tag end over standing line below first
loop, then under base of first loop in center. Fold tag end
over the intersection of both loops, and then reach through
the back of the top loop to grab and pull the bottom loop
through the top loop. Hold tag end and standing lines together with one hand while continuing to pull bottom loop
through the top loop. Lube it up a bit and then snug it up to
the size of loop desired. Trim tag end. With just a few
practice ties, it starts to come together pretty easily.
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Gear Swap Gear Swap Gear Swap Gear Swap Gear Swap Gear Swap Gear Swap Gear Swap
There is a table available at the General Meetings each month for members to swap/sell/unload
no longer needed or wanted SERVICEABLE fishing related equipment.
Large items will need to be approved ahead of time by contacting:

Tom Fischer

Smoke & Fire Red Tag Chili

(509) 926-2071

by George Allen,

(Through Popular Club Request)

2-3# beef roast, cubed & lightly smoked

2—Medium Red Bell Peppers, Minced

2-3# Pork Butt, cubed & lightly smoked

1—6 oz, can Chipotle Peppers in Adobo Sauce, Minced

2– Medium Yellow Onions, diced

2– 6 oz. cans Tomato Paste

1– Medium head Garlic, minced

2– 8 oz cans Tomato Sauce

3– Anaheim Peppers, roasted, peeled, seeded, chopped

1– 12 oz can crushed Tomatoes

3– Habanero Peppers, roasted, peeled, seeded, chopped

1-12 oz can Chicken Stock

6– Serrano Peppers, roasted, peeled, seeded, minced

1– Bottle of Dos XX beer

Chili powder, ground coriander, ground cumin to taste

Sauté onions, garlic, and bell peppers. Add beef and pork cubes and brown. Add hot peppers,
chicken stock, diced tomato, tomato sauce, tomato paste, and beer. Simmer till meat is as tender as
you like it. Add chili powder, coriander and cumin to taste.

So you know
Esox lucius, Pike, or Jackfish
WDFW says “get rid of ‘em” and has opened the
state to no daily limit and the Pend Oreille River
(Box Canyon) to the use of two rods with the
license endorsement, as the pike population shifts
towards more and smaller fish.
Many men go fishing all of their lives without knowing that it is not fish they are after. ~Henry David Thoreau

Spokane Walleye Club - Membership Application
New membership ____ Renewal____ Member since ________
Yearly Membership fee is $25.00 per family (includes children under 18 living at home)

Membership Type: 1 Year ($25)_____
Payment Type: Cash_____

2 Year ($45)_____

Check_____ Check #________

3 Year ($65)_______
Amount_$__________

Last Name__________________________________ _______First______________________________

Newsletter Yes_____ No_____

Address_____________________________________________________________City___________________________ ZIP______________
Phone #______________________________________________E-mail__________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Names, children under 18

1)____________________________________________2)_____________________________________________

3)_________________________________________________________4)________________________________________________________
Date__________________________ Signature______________________________________________________________________________
Please make checks payable to: Spokane Walleye Club (For: Membership)
Mail to: Spokane Walleye Club
PO Box 9395
Spokane, WA 99202
www.spokanewalleyeclub.com

Spokane, WA 99202
P.O. Box 9395
Spokane Walleye Club

