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UPCOMING EVENTS
(For full calendar of events, see page 9 or the
online calendar at centerlinedressage.com)

June 11
Al Khamsa Dressage
at Tower Hill Eq. Center
Contact Manager: Terri Morenz at
towerhillec@gmail.com
June 12
Clinic with Nancy Harris
at Tower Hill Eq. Center
Contact Organizer: Terri Morenz at
towerhillec@gmail.com
June 18
CLD Chevaux Dressage Schooling Show
at Chrisman, IL
Contact Manager: Merri Voigt
cci@ecicwireless.com

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

The purposes of CenterLine Dressage: "to promote interest in and further the knowledge of dressage; to
conduct dressage events and activities; to provide educational forums" from the Bylaws of CenterLine
Dressage, adopted August 1983.
As of April 16, we have 80 members. We grew ten
members since my last letter, some as a result of the
discount for showing at the CLD IceBreaker Schooling
Show on April 16. Thank you to Sue and Amanda
Graham for co-managing our spring schooling show.
They were ably assisted by Amira Anthony, Ryan
Ballinger, Brett Fisher, Kim Jones, Julie Nichols and
Judy Nordstrom.
I think it is safe to call the weather for IceBreaker
simply miserable. It was cold and wet and windy. Of
the 47 rides scheduled, 37 actually were performed.
All the rides went indoors. Jayme Geisler was the high
scoring youth and highest Training Level score with a
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74.167% at Training 1. The show made a profit of
$291.83.
We still need an assistant Volunteer Co-ordinator to
work with Volunteer Co-ordinator Deb Porter. Family
responsibilities make it impossible for Deb to assemble
volunteers with the last CLD schooling show of the
year, FireCracker on July 2. This is the perfect entry
job for a new member that wants to get to know the
rest of the membership. Please call or e-mail me if you
want to know more about this office and are willing to
help.
The Col. Christian Carde Symposium, April 29-May 1,
was again a great success on many levels. Forty
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different people audited, rode, ate or helped with the
Symposium. The meal and lecture once each day was
just as popular this year as last. The Colonel has a
wealth of AV material to share as well as years of
knowledge working at the highest level. Thanks to
Leslie Burket for helping prepare the lounge, meals
and for assisting to collect fees. A couple of fees are
still arriving before final figures are available, but the
Symposium made a profit. Another $115 worth of
CLD apparel was sold over the weekend. Only two
XL sweatshirts remain at our closeout price of $18
each.
With show season moving to full steam, I hope to be
seeing you soon. A new rated show, Carrousel
Connection Dressage, is at the State Fairgrounds, May
7 and 8. StarWest hosts a Gerhard Politz Clinic during
the week, May 16-18. Tower Hill Equestrian Center
has a schooling show on May 21. You are all invited
to participate in a mid-week CLD Board meeting at
StarWest at 5 p.m. in the lounge on Tuesday, May 24.
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ARAB, Inc. hosts five days of dressage June 1-5 at the
Illinois State Fairgrounds. Manager John Simpson
could sure use some volunteers, jsnrhorse@prodigy.net
Gerhard Politz returns to StarWest for a weekend
clinic, June 3-5. Now the second rated show of the
season is Al Khamsa Dressage, held this year for the
first time at Tower Hill Equestrian Center on June 11.
Whew! That’s just the beginning of the summer.
Surely we will see each other soon.
I am just a phone call or an e-mail away. Please get in
touch.
Alice Martin
217-546-9400 or president@centerlinedressage.com

ICEBREAKER RESULTS
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For
results from
all shows visit:
centerlinedressage
.com
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COL. CHRISTIAN CARDE SYMPOSIUM RECAP
On April 29,30, and May 1, CLD sponsored a Symposium with
Colonel Christian Carde, former écuyer en chef of Saumur (l’Ecole
nationale française, the French National School). He has been a
member of the French Olympic Team as well as coach and chef
d’équipe at different times. The three-day symposium included
lectures, lunches, a banquet, and eight private lessons daily. The
Colonel taught the rider-participants and shared insights with and
answered questions from the auditors.
At the Friday’s luncheon, the Colonel showed his audience a set of
images of various horses at different levels of training dating from
his time as écuyer en chef at Saumur. He pointed out the differences in balance and collection brought
about by progressive training.
Saturday evening, at the banquet, he delivered a thought-provoking overview of the history of the
Federation Equestre Internationale, the FEI. He described the development of FEI rules and changes in
interpretation of those rules that have developed in recent times. The changes have, in fact, negated
some of the most basic tenets of classical dressage the rules were intended to codify.
He cited examples of various rules and described how modern judging has ignored them (ie. little or no
forward movement at piaffe). Some rules have been changed to fit current habits that contravened them.
He also mentioned that recent changes in the persons governing the FEI seem to have contributed to this
change and loss of the original principals of the FEI. The Colonel fears that these recent trends could
lead to the total loss of the classical principles of dressage. The huge economic impact of the modern
dressage industry make adherence to the original principals of the FEI an expensive proposition.
The Colonel pronounced himself rather pessimistic about the chances for survival of classical dressage.
He found, however, rays of hope in such groups as our club and other groups he teaches around the
world. When President Alice Martin asked if there was anything we could do to help the situation, he
suggested membership in Allège Ideal, an international organization dedicated to lightness in dressage
and equitation (allege-ideal.com). The more members groups such as Allege Ideal have, the more
weight a letter from the organization has at the FEI.
At lunch on Sunday, the Colonel showed slides of his horse Junker, ridden by one of his students, and
commented on aspects of the training. All of these talks were very well received by the audience, and
the banquet audience showed special warmth for the Colonel as he completed his presentation.
In his teaching of the riders, the Colonel outlined the principles of classical
training and the route to achieve them. Throughout the lessons he always
stressed the importance of 1) lightness and elasticity of the contact with the
horse’s mouth; 2) the need for the horse to be active, not fast, in his strides; and
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ILLINOIS HORSE TRAILERING LAWS
In Illinois, a person hauling a horse trailer with
their own and with customers’ horses, will most
likely be subject to both Illinois and Federal
regulations concerning a Commercial Driver’s
License. If you haul only your own horse(s), you
may still need a CDL, depending on the weight of
your truck and trailer
The Illinois Administrative Code, link is to be
used in conjunction with Federal regulations from
the US Dept. of Transportation:
http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/
092/092010300000300R.html
The Division of Traffic Safety (Illinois DOT) has
given the club three copies of a booklet “Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Regulations Pocketbook”
which is about 700 pages long. If you want to see
just the highlights of this, you can go to the
Federal site http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/

towing a vehicle not in excess of 10,000 pounds
GVWR. Holders of a Class B license may, with
appropriate or required endorsements, operate all
vehicles within Class B, C and D, but are not
authorized to operate motorcycles or motor-driven
cycles.
c)

Class C:

1)

Any Vehicle:

A)
with a GVWR of 16,001 or more pounds,
but less than 26,001 pounds, or any such vehicle
towing a vehicle not in excess of 10,000 pounds
GVWR; or
B)
less than 26,001 pounds GVWR designed
to transport 16 or more people including the driver
or used in the transportation of hazardous
materials that requires the vehicle to be placarded;
or

Section 1030.30 Classification Standards
Driver's License Classification System
All drivers’ licenses issued by the Office of the
Secretary of State after April 1, 1990, shall be
classified as to the kind and type of vehicles the
holder is licensed to drive, as follows:
a)
Class A: Any combination of vehicles
with a Gross Combination Weight Rating
(GCWR) of 26,001 pounds or more, provided the
Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) of the
vehicles being towed is in excess of 10,000
pounds. Holders of a Class A license may, with
the appropriate or required endorsements, operate
all vehicles within Class A, B, C and D, but are
not authorized to operate motorcycles or motordriven cycles.

C)
less than 26,001 pounds GVWR designed
to transport 16 or more people including the driver
or used in the transportation of hazardous
materials that requires the vehicle to be placarded,
towing a vehicle with a GVWR of 10,000 pounds
or less or with a GCWR of less than 26,001
pounds.
2)
Holders of a Class C license may operate
all vehicles within Class C and D, but are not
authorized to operate motorcycles or motor-driven
cycles. A Class C license is not required to operate
rental vehicles when transporting an individual's
own personal property or that of an immediate
family member for non-business purposes within
this State, if the individual has successfully
completed a safety course regarding safe operation
of the vehicle.

b)
Class B: Any single vehicle with a GVWR
of 26,001 or more pounds, or any such vehicle
THE READER !
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NEW USEF RULES
UNITED STATES EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION, INC. Rule Changes Part II
(7) If the Freestyle test is longer or shorter than the stipulated time on the test
sheet, .5% will be deducted from the total artistic score.
7. Judging a test.
b. Accuracy (moderate) should be a factor only if the inaccuracy avoids the difficulty of
the movement, i.e., a larger circle avoids the difficulty of a 10 meter circle. In a movement
which must be carried out at a certain point of the arena it should be done at the moment
when the competitor’s body is above this point, except in transitions where the horse approaches
the letter from a line diagonal or perpendicular to the point where the letter is positioned.
In this case, the transition must be done when the horse’s nose reaches the track
at the letter so that the horse is straight in the transition. This includes the execution of
flying changes.
f. In the case of a fall of horse and/or rider the competitor will not be eliminated. He will
be penalized by the effect of the fall on the execution of the movement being performed and
also in the Collective Marks.
g. If the horse leaves the arena with or without the rider (all four feet outside the fence or
line marking the arena perimeter) between the time of entry and the time of exit at A beginning
and end of the test, the competitor is eliminated.
k. After the sound of the bell, the competitor should enter the arena at A as soon as possible.
Exceeding 45 seconds before entering the arena after the bell has sounded will entail
elimination. In the Freestyle, the rider has 45 seconds to signal to start the music;
however, exceeding 65 seconds before entering the arena after the bell has sounded
will entail elimination. Exception: For USEF High Performance qualifying and selection
trials, and observation classes, entering the arena over exceeding 45 seconds but within
90 seconds before entering the arena after the bell has sounded will be penalized for an
error as specified under DR122.5. Exceeding 90 seconds will entail elimination Extreme
lateness may be penalized by elimination except where a valid reason is accepted
by the Judge at “C” (losing a shoe, etc). No competitor can be required to ride prior to his
scheduled time except as required in GR830.
l. Any resistance which prevents the continuation of the test longer than 20 seconds is
punished by elimination. However, resistance that may endanger the rider, horse,
judges or the public will result in elimination for safety reasons earlier than within
twenty (20) seconds.
8. The scale of marks is as follows:
10 Excellent 7 Fairly Good 4 Insufficient 1 Very Bad
9 Very Good 6 Satisfactory 3 Fairly Bad 0 Not executed
8 Good 5 Marginal 2 Bad
“Not executed” means that practically nothing of the required movement has been performed.
In FEI Level Freestyle tests, half marks may be used for the artistic marks.
9. Collective marks are awarded (from 0 to 10) after the competitor has finished his performance
for:
d. The rider’s position and seat; correctness and effect of the aids. The collective marks as
well as certain difficult and/or infrequently repeated movements can be given a co-efficient
which is fixed by the USDF, the Federation (USEF) Dressage Committee or the Bureau of
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the FEI for their respective tests.
DR122 Execution and Judging of Tests. [Chapter DR. Dressage Division] 020-11, effective
12/1/11:
8. The scale of marks is as follows:
10 Excellent 7 Fairly Good 4 Insufficient 1 Very Bad
9 Very Good 6 Satisfactory 3 Fairly Bad 0 Not executed
8 Good 5 Marginal 2 Bad
All half marks from 0.5-9.5 may also be used both for movements and collective marks,
at the discretion of the judge.
DR126 Requirements for Dressage Competition Management. [Chapter DR. Dressage Division]
022-11, effective immediately:
1. The following requirements apply to all Levels 1-5 of Dressage Competitions, except where
noted. Specific requirements for specific levels of competitions are listed under .2, below.
f. Arena Specifications.
(1) The arena should be on as flat and as level ground as possible. It is recommended
that the difference in elevation across the diagonal or along the length of the arena shall
not exceed 0.50 0.60 meters. It is recommended that the difference in elevation along
the short side of the arena shall not exceed 0.20 meters.
(3) The enclosure itself must consist of a low fence about 0.3 meters high and must be
completely enclosed, except for the entrance at “A”. The width of the entrance must be at least two meters.
(7) No publicity is permitted anywhere on the arena fence. It is permissible to decorate the letters with flowers or
greenery to enhance the appearance of the arena, however,
letters must be visible from all sides at Level 3-5 competitions.
(12) If marked, the center line, throughout its length should be as clearly marked as
possible, without being of a nature to frighten the horses.
DR128 Musical Frees Style Ride. [Chapter DR. Dressage Division] 023-11, effective immediately:
4. Riders are not required to submit a written copy of the ride. Furthermore, since the ride is
judged as a whole no errors can accrue.
Part I of the changes was printed in the April Reader

COL. CHRISTIAN CARDE SYMPOSIUM RECAP ... concluded
3) the achievement and maintenance of balance throughout the horse’s training. In future issues of the
Reader, I will be presenting my notes on the various lessons reorganized by topic for easier reference.
Happily, Colonel Carde is scheduled to return to CLD and StarWest in November. Watch the Reader and
email updates for details.
Submitted by Janet Fitch, Scholarship Chair, who reminds members that a Participating Scholarship is
available to help a club member take part in the Fall Clinic with Col. Carde.
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MINUTES FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
President Alice Martin called the meeting to
order at 5:05 p.m.
Members present:
Alice Martin, Traci Morenz, Kathi Cannon, Deb
Porter, Kate Fleming-Kuhn, Martin Kuhn, Janet
Fitch, Paula Briney, Marilyn Weber and Nancy
Simpson. Leslie Burket and Marie Meadows
joined via telephone.
Before the reports of officers began, Leslie
confirmed that she would send out the flyer on
the Col. Carde clinic again. Alice reported that
all riding slots in the clinic are filled but we
have room for auditors.
Treasurer: Marie Meadows reported that she
received checks totaling $634.00 from
IceBreaker entries. She does not yet know the
total payment to Holy Land Diner for the food.
Two new memberships were received at the
show. The checkbook balance is $8028.63. She
reported the total balance in three CDs/money
market accounts is $25,024.20. Income from
clothing sold at IceBreaker exceeded $230.00.
There is some confusion over number of
children covered by a Family Membership; that
topic was discussed later in the meeting.
Membership: Alice reported for Anne Scrivner.
We discussed how USDF counts children when
part of a family membership; how CLD would
have to pay USDF for children, how many
children are covered by CLD’s family category,
etc. Junior members do count towards our GMO
count. It was decided that Alice would contact
USDF for clarification. Our membership count
is now 79.
Newsletter: Kathi Cannon has taken on editorial
duties for the newsletter. There was discussion
of number of printed newsletters which need to
be mailed. Kathi was not sure what that number
is currently but thought that Pinky would know.
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Webmaster: Martin reported that two email
addresses bounced back to him from the March
31 email, and one bounced from the April 15
email.
Awards: Marilyn Weber commented that
confusion remains among members regarding
trading in plates for other pieces in the china
series. We are still interested in considering
other items as awards, such as halters, blankets,
coolers, saddle pads, etc. Cost and time to order
are the two main concerns.
Currently we do not have Highest Score awards
at each level. If we adopt them, we will need a
written policy which includes how ties are to be
broken.
Scholarship: Janet Fitch reported that she would
take action once her computer is fixed. She
asked if additional events for youth are
scheduled. There is a clinic planned for the day
after FireCracker.
She commented that no adults have applied for
education scholarship funds. She reminded us
that the funds are for anyone above High School
level.
Symposium: Kate reported that Col. Carde will
be here April 29, 30, May 1. No one has been
retained for Fall 2011 Education Day; the
previous clinician has cancelled. Paula has
reserved Illini Country Club for the banquet,
which will be held Nov. 12.
Show-Prep Clinic: Marilyn and Paula reported
that attendees seemed to enjoy the program.
About 10 people participated.
Paula Briney mentioned that State of Illinois
officials will be more actively enforcing
drivers’ licenses restrictions for those drivers
pulling trailers. Nancy Simpson
will try to find the regulation to
Concluded
send to Kathi Cannon for the
on Page 9
newsletter.
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IceBreaker: Alice reported that there had been several scratches due to poor weather. White polo
wraps were donated by Kathi Cannon as High Point Awards for FireCracker.
Classic: John Simpson was not present.
Inter-Club Coordinator: Leslie reported that she thinks outreach to other clubs is going very well. If
she has news from other clubs she will send it to Kathi Cannon, copying Alice and Martin. Some
members from the Iowa club and the Great River club have registered for the Col. Carde clinic.
Sponsorships: Nancy Simpson has not acted on 2011 sponsorships for Classic. Paula Briney
requested that we discuss a proposed policy of giving some of the proceeds from Classic to a
designated charity. The charity would be chosen well in advance of the show, so that we could tell
prospective sponsors of our plans. Because we have made money on Classic in the last two years,
and because we have some surplus money saved, Paula suggested that it would be good community
relations to donate some funds to a charity. We agreed that this suggestion is a good one, and will
discuss it further.
40th Anniversary: No news to report.
NEXT Meeting will be held Tuesday May 24, 5:00 p.m. at StarWest.
Paula Briney moved, Martin Kuhn seconded, that we adjourn, at 6:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Simpson, Secretary

CLD BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Paula Briney, Springfield
PAULA BRINEY has served CLD over the years in many capacities. A former president of CLD, Paula is now a
member of the CLD Board of Directors. She manages her family’s Saddlebred training barn at Pratense Farms,
Chatham. Paul and Sally Jo Briney, Paula’s parents, are also members of CenterLine.
Paula has her own dressage training program for
horses and riders at the newly renovated training
barn and arena just north of Chatham. Having just
graduated with distinction from the USDF “L”
judges training program, Paula plans to start the
process for an “r” license from USEF. She has
earned her Bronze, Silver and Gold Medals from
USDF.
A lifetime member of U.S. Pony Club and HA
graduate, Paula is co-DC of the Sangamon Valley
Pony Club with Tammee Buckley. The SVPC trains
at Pratense Farms. A Stephens College graduate,
Paula has a BS in Equine Management. She
minored in Business Management, Marketing and
Teaching.
For more information visit:
http://www.pratensefarms.com/
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Paula Briney and Feramon
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2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
CLD events in bold

June
1-3
3-5
4-5
11
12
18
18-19

ARAB Inc. All-Arabian Dressage (USEF/USDF recognized), Illinois State
Fairgrounds. Contact: Manager John Simpson at jsnrhorse@prodigy.net.
Clinic with Gerhard Politz at StarWest. Contact: Alice Martin.
Region XI All-Arabian Dressage (USEF/USDF recognized), Illinois State
Fairgrounds. Contact: Manager John Simpson.
35th Annual Al Khamsa Dressage (USEF/USDF recognized) at Tower Hill
Equestrian Center. Judge: Nancy Harris. Contact: Manager Teri Morenz.
Clinic with Nancy Harris at Tower Hill Equestrian Center. Contact: Teri Morenz.
CLD Chevaux Dressage Schooling Show, Chrisman IL. Judge: Gayla
Sargent. Contact: Manager Merri Voigt.
SLADS Dressage Classic I and II (USEF/USDF recognized), Lake St. Louis MO.

July
2
3
16
22-24

CLD FireCracker Schooling Show at StarWest. Judge: Amanda Johnson.
Contact: Manager Jan Gurga at; Day Manager Julie Nichols.
CLD Clinic with Amanda Johnson, discount for JYR’s and AA’s at Tower
Hill Equestrian Center. Contact: Teri Morenz.
CLD Schooling Show, Chrisman IL. Contact: Merri Voigt.
Clinic with Gerhard Politz at StarWest. Contact: Alice Martin.

August
August 6
Aug. 27-28

Dressage Schooling Show, Tower Hill Equestrian Center, Dawson
CenterLine Dressage Classic I & II, USEF/USDF approved, at IL State
Fairgrounds. Judges: Bill Solyntjes and Fran Dearing, “S” judges. John
Simpson, Mgr.

September
September 17
September 19-20
September 22-25

32nd Annual Al Khamsa Fall Dressage at Tower Hill, Dawson; USEF/USDF
approved. Judge: Elizabeth Madlener, “S”. Manager: Teri Morenz
Clinic with Elizabeth Madlener
Region 2 Championships, Majestic Farms, Batavia

November
Nov. 11-13
Nov. 12
Nov. 16-20
Nov. 30-Dec. 4
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CLD Education Days
CLD Awards Mtg. And Banquet
AHA Annual Convention, Vancouver
USDF Annual Convention and Symposium, San Diego
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CenterLine Dressage New Member & Renewal Form
(Membership year is December 1 through November 30)

Name: ___________________________________________ USDF #: ________________
Name: ____________________________________________ USDF #: ________________
Address: __________________________________________________
City: _____________________

State: _______

ZIP: _________

Telephone: _________________

E-mail: ___________________

Birth Date for Youth Members (21 & Under): ____________________________

ჲ

Renewal:

ჲ

New Member:

Membership Type

Reader Preference

Details

Paper Copy:
Digital Copy:

Totals

$42

$ _________________
Individual Membership

Includes 1 Reader, 1 Vote, USDF
Membership, Discounts at CLD Shows,
Discounts on Advertising, Horse
Nomination (requires separate form)

$25

$ _________________

Junior Membership
(21 & under)

Includes 1 Reader, 1 Vote, USDF
Membership, Discounts at CLD Shows,
Discounts on Advertising, Horse
Nomination (requires separate form)

$61

$ _________________
Family Membership

Includes 1 Reader, 2 Vote, 2 USDF
Membership, Discounts at CLD Shows,
Discounts on Advertising, Horse
Nomination (requires separate form)

Total Dues:

$ _________________

Please send to:
Anne Scrivner
CLD Membership Secretary
membershipsecretary@centerlinedressage.com
7500 Minder Road
Rochester IL 62563-6121
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Club Officers & Personnel

(Full list and mailing addresses online)

President

Alice Martin

217/546-9400

president@centerlinedressage.com

Elena Voigt

618/995-2720

vice-pres@centerlinedressage.com

Treasurer

Marie Meadows

217/414-5707

treasurer@centerlinedressage.com

Secretary

Nancy Simpson

217/793-6810

secretary@centerlinedressage.com

Newsletter
Editor

Kathi Cannon

217/756-8294

reader1@centerlinedressage.com

Membership
Secretary

Anne Scrivner

217/498-6828

membershipsecretary@centerlinedressag
e.com

Awards Chair

Marilyn Weber

618/753-3446

awards_chair@centerlinedressage.com

Web Site

Moiety Design

Vice-President

moietyenterprises@mac.com

CLD Advertising Rates

(see detailed info & photo policy online www.centerlinedressage.com/advertising)

Reader Page Ads

Full Page

$50 Non-Member

$25 Member

Half Page

$25 Non-Member

$12.50 Member

! Page or Less

$12 Non-Member

$6 Member

Photographs (original preferred) can be included in your ad. They can be black
and white or color, but they will be black and white in the printed READER.
Page Ads Up for 1 Month
Reader Classified
Ads

50 words or less

$5 Non-Member

$3 Member

Additional 25 words

$2 Non-Member

$1 Member

No Photographs
Classified Ads Up for 1 Month
Web Advertising
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Basic Classified Web Ad included in any Reader Package! See online for more details.

PAGE 12

CENTERLINE DRESSAGE!

MAY 2011

DEADLINE FOR READER ITEMS
Items for publication or inclusion in the READER should be received by
the editor by the 15th of the month. Items for THE READER, activity
forms, etc should be sent with a check for the charges, if any, to:
THE READER
c/o Kathi Cannon
1736 S. Farmingdale Rd.
New Berlin, IL 62670

Up
to date info
online @
centerlinedressage
.com
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