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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
BY JUDY NORDSTROM, PRESIDENT
Dear CLD Members and Friends,
Thankfully, we are finally (almost) through the worst winter in the past 32 years!
With spring quickly approaching, the start of our 2014 show season is just around
the corner. We are kicking off the season with several clinics and educational
opportunities. On March 30th Melanie Michalak will be giving a musical
freestyle clinic at Pratense Farm, subsidized and sponsored by CLD. Our
schooling show, IceBreaker and Christoph Hess will follow in April as well as a
Region 2 Adult Clinic coming up in April featuring Hilda Gurney on
“harmonizing with your horse”. This and many more upcoming educational
events can be found in our newsletter or on the USDF website.
The Illinois Horse Fair took place on March 7-9 which featured a dressage
demonstration on Saturday afternoon sponsored by CenterLine Dressage.
Clinician Yvonne Barteau described the art of Musical Freestyle with the help of
our own Paula Briney of Chatham riding Chambord owned by Dennis Kerasotes
of Springfield.
Here is hoping the worst of the winter has passed and we will be seeing more
welcome signs of spring! Wishing everyone a wonderful start to the 2014 show
season!
That’s all for now! Keep safe and warm.
Judy Nordstrom, president@centerlinedressage.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS
(For full calendar of events, see the online
calendar at centerlinedressage.com)

March 29
Heartland Equine Open House
at Heartland Equine Curran, IL
Contact: http://www.heartlandequine.net/
contact.html
NOT A CLD EVENT
March 30
Michalak Clinic
CLD Subsidized Clinic
at Pratensé Farms
Contact: Paula Briney
brineypaula@aol.com
April 4 & 5
Jennifer Kotylo Clinic
at Pratensé Farms
Contact: Paula Briney
brineypaula@aol.com
NOT A CLD EVENT
April 5
CLD Board Meeting
at StarWest
Contact: Judy Nordstrom, President
president@centerlinedressage.com
April 12
IceBreaker Entry Closing
April 13
Western Dressage Demo
@ Heartland Equine Health Center, Curran
CLD/ARAB Inc. Joint Event
More info: centerlinedressage.com/calendar
Contact: : Marilyn Weber
mareweb@frontiernet.net
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CLD & HORSE FAIR FREESTYLE SEMINAR
BY KATHY BURDA
Saturday’s weather at the 2014 Illinois Horse Fair was cold and blustery but that did not stop people from
enjoying the Dressage Freestyle presentation by Yvonne Barteau of KYB Dressage. The Illinois State
Fairgrounds Coliseum, an historic and unique venue built in 1901 with almost 28,000 square feet of riding
arena and seating 2688 spectators, was quite full and buzzing with anticipation before Yvonne started.
One spectator was overheard asking her companion: “They ride to music? Are you sure?” Well, you
betcha we do!
Yvonne clearly understood that her audience was a mixture of people from many different horse
disciplines and consisted of mainly non-horse owners who were not familiar with Dressage Freestyles.
She presented the concept of Dressage Freestyles and kept her approach basic but with enough detail to
keep the Dressage aficionados interested. The three horse and rider demonstrators were Kayla “Hudi”
Barteau, riding GP Super Crusader owned by Ginna Frantz, Paula Briney riding Chambord owned by
Dennis Kerasotes, and Amber Gipp, riding William owned by Becky Hadfield.
For those interested in fashion, our riders demonstrated some newer, brighter apparel. Amber rode in tall
purple boots. Kayla had tall blue boots and a red/white/blue theme for her clothing, while Paula showed
the classic traditional look. And the cantle on Yvonne’s saddle on GP Raymeister had a bright red back.
Obviously Dressage riders are now adding fun colors to their repertoire!
Yvonne was upbeat and engaged the audience as she discussed these horses representing different
Dressage freestyle levels—lower, mid, and upper. She discussed the cadence of music and horses’
differing rhythms. She had the horses and riders work to varying types of music and then involved the
audience by asking whether they liked the match of music for each horse. The audience obviously
appreciated being involved and clapped their hands for their favorites and did a fairly good job of
recognizing what music matched best to which horse. This was fun for the audience but one of the horses
appeared to lose focus for a short while. The audience was a bit concerned but Yvonne openly explained
why this horse was behaving in this manner; the rider showed tact and professionalism and the spectators
refocused on the seminar subject.
Unfortunately, the speaker sound system often interfered with the spectators’ ability to hear Yvonne’s
explanations, even for those in the seating that Yvonne faced most of the time. And the music for the rides
was at times too loud and overpowering, probably due to less than perfect acoustics in the
enclosed building.
Also, towards the end of the hour, things got a bit rushed. Regrettably, Yvonne didn’t have
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quite enough time to fully demonstrate a freestyle ride with GP Raymeister, owned by Ginna Frantz.
However, Yvonne did graciously offer assistance to anyone that had questions or wanted some advice
on their own freestyles.
Afterwards, as the audience was leaving, there were a lot of favorable comments and appreciation for
the horses and riders. Overall, this was an enjoyable seminar with lovely horses and riders!

TRIPPING TO THE 2013 USDF CONVENTION
BY LESLIE BURKET
Last year, because few understood all the preparation required for the GMO delegate, I included all prep
as well as the trip to the Convention. This year I had a handle on the prep work and drove to the
convention in Lexington, KY. Six hours – no problems! Did I mention this nasty little rain storm
insisted on accompanying me all the way into Lexington and, due to passing several bad accidents, my
timeline was delayed! Meaning – it was dark when I hit the Lexington outskirts and, somehow, missed
whatever exit I was to take to get me to the convention. It should have been very simple but instead, I
ended up in some unknown area! First stop – yep – the gas station! The attendant and several shoppers
all agreed on which way to send me and off I went. They said twenty minutes, due to rush hour traffic,
so I was surprised when I was there in a short ten minutes. Downtown Lexington loves the one way
streets, so I had to wiggle around and finally arrived at the hotel. So much for preparation!
Early Thursday morning we all gathered in the common area to get signed in, pick up our delegate
stickers, wander through the silent auction items (and, yes, sign up for a few), and get settled in time for
our 8am meeting for Committee Chairs and Delegates. This was basically a welcoming event, roll call,
and overview of the convention. Not much business was conducted.
Next, we’re off to the Region 2 meeting, where we had a full schedule – enough to cover both days, 90
minutes per day. Ken Levy is our Region 2 Director and he comes well prepared. We took a few
moments for all to introduce themselves, as there were some new faces, before we dove into the agenda.
• Top of the list was the Region 2 Financial Report. As a region, the focus is education, championships and
FEI JYR - all events are self-funding. Ken is looking at ways to bring funds into the Regional account so
more programs can be supported.
• Region 2 welcomed two new GMOs to our region: Michigan Dressage Society (Traverse City, MI) and
Mid-Illinois Sport Horse Organization (Troy, IL), bringing our total Region 2 GMOs to 19.
• Roz Kinstler was recognized for her service as the Region 2 FEI JYR Chef d’Equipe.
• 2013 Region 2 Championships were held at Lamplight, with 352 horse/rider entries and excellent weather.
2014 Region 2 Championships will be at the Kentucky Horse Park on Oct 9-12, 2014.
• Review of the results of the new USDF/USEF Dressage Finals, held at Kentucky Horse Park, gathered 2033
declarations, 441 nominations and 209 entries. Region 2 was represented by 61 riders and Region 3 had 71
riders.
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• Region 2 hosted the Dressage Finals and sponsored the very successful and well attended USDF Convention
Welcome Party. Funds for the party were supported by12 GMOs, donating $4000 and Region 2 donating $500. This
is one of the largest contributions by GMOs in the history of the Annual Meeting. Region 2 volunteers stepped
forward to staff the many positions for both the Dressage Finals and the Convention. Thank You to all for your
generosity!
• There were 6 USDF associated education activities held in Region 2 during the year.
• All are encouraged to visit the Region 2 website (www.usdfregion2.org). There is a lot of info packed into the
website, including the calendar.
• The BOG (Board of Governors) must replace two officers. Lisa Gorretta (Region 2) is running unopposed for USDF
Vice President. There are four nominees contending for USDF Secretary.
• Discussions focused on Adult Education and ideas for educational topics.
• Ken reviewed the Region 2 2013 Schooling Show Awards results. A small processing fee and copies of your tests are
all that is required to be eligible for an award.
• At the 2012 Convention, Region 2 created a mentor program. Following is a list of volunteer subject matter experts
who are willing to assist GMOs with challenging issues.
• Kristi Fly - ballafarm@yahoo.comm: Clinics and Education
• Kelly Gage - tempichange@gmail.com: Clinic Organization
• Barbra A. Reis – blondmane@yahoo.com: Fund Raising
• Barb Levy – babsL330@yahoo.com: Web site design
• Mia Johnson – mia.johnson01@gmail.com: Web site Technology
We used every minute of both meetings to cover the above information. Region 2 had a great year, hosting both the
Dressage Finals (Nov) and the USDF Convention (Dec). Region 2 volunteers came out in force to support both events!
We are also focused on presenting educational opportunities that appeal to all members. We have a list of mentors
(give them a call), and the Region 2 website is filled with useful information and opportunities.
The return home was full of challenges! Lexington did not grace us with the same delightful weather as did New
Orleans. Rather, it kept us hostage in the Convention Center and hotel, thanks to the rain, snow, sleet and freezing rain!
One night it was so bad that all eating places in the food court closed early – leaving us without any eating options!
Come Sunday morning, when we ventured out to get our non-garaged vehicles, it took forever to chip through the
heavy coating of frozen freezing rain. Sleet was pelting as we struggled to get your vehicle open on the ice laden lot.
It was brutal! Most cars had one, and some two, doors that were frozen shut! And yes, it did impact the very slow
drive all the way home! For those that flew, most every flight was cancelled. Good news was that some were able to
get out later flights that evening! All arrived home safely – just late! Looking forward to next year!

ICEBREAKER COMING SOON
Don’t forget IceBreaker is coming up on April 26th, and along with the usual class
lineup we are also offering Western Dressage!. The entry deadline is April 12th!
Don’t forget to send in your entries and fill out the horse nomination form to be
eligible for year end awards.
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Prizelist
& Forms
Online
www.centerline
dressage.com/
download
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CenterLine Dressage is honored to present

A Clinic with Christoph Hess
Wednesday and Thursday, April 30 and May 1, 2014
at StarWest

Christoph Hess is an FEI "I" judge in both dressage and eventing. The German National Federation
(DOKR, the equivalent to our USEF) has awarded him the title of Professional Riding Instructor. That title
labels him an international expert and educator of professionals. Hess currently holds the position of
Head of Instruction at the DOKR, his employer since 1978.
Hess is actively involved in the education of judges and instructors both within Germany and around the
world. He conducts clinics, workshops, forums, and symposiums for judges, trainers, and riders
throughout the international dressage and eventing communities.
A clinic rider will have a 45-minute private lesson each of the two days, riding the same horse. Every
rider must be a 2014 member of CLD: http://centerlinedressage.com/join Members will pay $370 for two
45-minute private lessons and lunch each day. Lesson checks are payable to StarWest. Stabling is $25
per night payable to StarWest.
Clinic to be held at StarWest: http://www.starwestonline.net
Auditors who are CLD members may attend each day for $20 which includes lunch. Non-members may
audit for $40 per day which includes lunch. Auditor checks are payable to CLD. Meal reservations by
Tuesday, April 28, would be greatly appreciated for meal planning. Please let us know if you are having
lunch by calling 217-546-9400 or e-mailing alice.martin@mac.com. Lunch is thanks to Pratense Farms
and CLD President Judy Nordstrom.
Contact Kate Fleming-Kuhn, Organizer, at kflemingkuhn@mac.com or call her at 217-972-0451.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
While the information outlining the changes to the awards program is fact, the remaining text is my opinion,
and may not reflect the beliefs or opinions of the CLD board.
- Kim Jones, Reader editor
I would like to directly address a few points covered in the anonymous letter to the editor. First off, the
author expressed concern that CLD is going WAY down the wrong path, and seems concerned that the
awards program is headed down a path where, “no matter how poorly one plays, one always gets a
ribbon”. CLDs awards are hardly the equivalent of participation ribbons. I think it would be more
accurate to say the board has made the awards program more inclusive to all of its members. All of the
riders honored at the awards dinner earned their award whether the score was printed in the program or
not. This club is supported by many riders of different levels and the awards program should be structured
around the diversity of its members. If we have members who choose not to participate in the program, it
is the boards’ responsibility to examine the issues and make changes for the good of the club. We have to
take the opinions and feelings of each member into account. The accusation that the rules were changed
“so you won’t be reminded of the realities of the game” is insulting to all of the people who work tirelessly
to keep this club going. I have outlined below what changes were made to the program between 2012 and
2013.
• It was decided to not print scores in the awards program.
• The prizes were changed in an effort to cut spending and include more awards as follows:
a.
b.
c.
d.

In recognized shows, a high point saddle pad was given to open/novice, JR&YR/AA.
In schooling shows only one high point pad was given to the overall hi score.
In addition, if you won a hi point pad you did not receive an additional award for first place in your
division.
A third place award was added for each division and level.

That outlines the changes made for the 2013 awards year. In previous years we were giving saddle pads as hi
point for each level, and Champion awards were salad plates, then bread and butter plates were for Res.
Champion, no 3rd place was given.
I meet a lot of people and I have never seen a more diverse group of people who can become instant friends due
to one common interest, horses. Unfortunately, sometimes it would seem that our diversity overshadows the
love we share for the horse and the sport. Why is that? Maybe it’s because we all put so much emotion into our
riding, we work hard, we sacrifice, we get frustrated, we lose tempers, we get our feelings hurt, and so
many other emotions. The anonymous author had it right no one knows exactly what we are
Continued
sacrificing for this sport. We all have a different story. At times I ask myself why? Why do I do
on Page 7
this? The answer is of course because I love it.
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While I may not agree with everything in January’s letter to the editor, I am glad to see these issues out into the
open for discussion. Having spoken with quite a few people on the subject there are clearly two sides to this
discussion. I will admit to being a little guilty of some (not all) of the accusations that were brought up,
Although, I can say, never in a context to hurt someone’s feelings. “I wish I had the money to buy a nice horse,
take more lessons, etc. (sigh)” “That horse is really nice, I am definitely not getting a blue ribbon
today.” (Usually followed by “Oh well I hope I get a decent score and some good comments.”) Dressage is for
every rider and every horse. While we are judged on the correctness of each maneuver, we all have to realize
some horses are better equipped to do the job than others. I recognize this and I do not begrudge another
person’s ability to afford a nice horse. While we don’t know everyone’s story we do know how much work we
all put into this sport. If we are going to discuss good sportsmanship, lets cover all the bases. Here is a situation
I have witnessed on more than one occasion:
Rider A scores a 59% and is clearly a little upset that her ride didn’t go as planned. Rider B who scored a
70% approaches. Rider A genuinely offers their congratulations on Rider B’s success, and pays some
compliments, Rider B responds lamenting about how awful the ride was or how the horse should have
scored better. Or how so and so was distracting her by being too close to the ring. Or how the judge must
be blind to have scored me so high.
These are actual comments I have heard at shows! In my opinion a 59% is not a bad score, but a 70% is
fantastic! I have seen this type of situation many times, and I believe it creates sour grapes! It’s poor
sportsmanship! We all know there is always work to be done, as dressage riders there is always a quest for
perfection no matter the level of horse and rider. It would seem to me that the poor sportsmanship the letter
refers to is on both sides of this invisible field and is creating bad feelings within our group.
The last paragraph of the letter to the editor where it said:
“So perhaps those of you worrying about high scores need to think about what to do to improve yours, if
that is a goal for you. Lower scores generally mean you have some work to do. (At least that’s what I read
in Dressage Today!) Maybe its time to catch a ride on someone else’s horse to see how it goes and pick
out what problems follow you because they are generated by you? Let a professional take a ride on your
horse and give some tips. Take a lesson from someone who can be your eyes on the ground? After all, the
definition of insanity is to keep doing what you are doing with no change in the results (and even worse,
being mad about those who ARE seeing change). If/when this insanity passes, I hope we can get back to
good sportsmanship and being proud of good scores – regardless of who receives them!”
It would seem that the writer is unfairly judging others on the scores that they receive. Scores can vary due to a
multitude of reasons, including a bad day, a spook, horse or riders first show, a rider error, or just the fact some
horses have more natural ability to do the job at hand. It doesn’t necessarily mean they are poor riders that need
serious help. The problem is that some members of this club feel that seeing a 10+ pt gap
between their good score and someone else’s great score, in the awards program is
Concluded
on Page 8
discouraging. It is their right to have an opinion, it’s the board’s duty to find a solution that
makes the majority happy.
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As far as the advice the author gives, speaking from my own experience, I can tell you that I have to be frugal about
how many lessons I can afford, thus minimizing my “eyes on the ground” and “seeing what problems follow me”
from horse to horse. I have difficulties taking one lesson a week, let alone three a week, and there are many other
riders just like me. So I guess I’m insane, sometimes I feel like it, as I continue to pursue my passion for dressage
even though I don’t have the financial ability to do it as the author described. I will continue to ride and show and do
the best I can because I love the sport. I encourage everyone out there to do the same as this is a sport for every horse
and every rider, no matter the level of rider or the caliber of horse.
Thank you to the anonymous author for sharing your perspective. You certainly got people talking. I know I will be
more careful with my words, as I hope we all will be. Here in my own words, I have tried to combine my own
perspective and the sentiment expressed in discussions with various members of the club who read the original letter
to the editor. I hope I have given a voice to the opinion of those, that for various reasons, would otherwise not be
heard.
In closing, here is some advice everyone can use no matter your scores, your money or not, riding a free horse or a
$100,000 horse:
Stop wasting your energy on things such as bad attitudes and discouraging past events.
Allow yourself to fill your life with positive people, upbeat attitudes, and encouraging memories.
Give your time and energy to ideas and people who support you, uplift you, and inspire you.
Let go of bad memories, or things that drain you of your happiness.
Do the best you can, be objective about your riding and your scores.
Give people time to process their disappointments, and take time to process your own disappointments without
bringing other people down.
• When you feel like you are in a rut, change your expectations and go back to the basics, many times we make our
own misery by expecting too much.
• Take a lesson if you can and appreciate the fact that you can, as it is a luxury to some.
• Encourage those who need it. Congratulate those who deserve it. Be tolerant of those who may be having a bad
day. More than likely they aren’t trying to bring you down.
This is my goal. Good luck to all in 2014.
•
•
•
•
•
•

CLD SUBSIDIZED YOUTH & AA CLINIC WITH MELANIE MICHALAK
CenterLine Dressage is pleased to sponsor Melanie Michalak in a unique combination of music and riding and enthusiasm
that is infectious in a clinic at Pratense Farms on March 30, 2014.
Lessons will be 45 minute private sessions at a subsidized cost of $40 for a CLD youth Members, $50 for
non-member CLD youth, Adult Amateur CLD member will ride for $75 per lesson and $85 for non-member
adults.

Apply
Online
www.centerline
dressage.com/
download

Pratense Farms requires all riders to wear an ASTM hard helmet. This clinic will be filled on a first come
basis. We have 9 ride times available. Overnight stabling is limited, day stalls are available. Please contact
Paula Briney by email Brineypaula@aol.com or cell 217-652-1635 to make stabling arrangements. Auditors are
welcome at no charge. All welcome to join the potluck lunch.
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2014 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

CLD events in bold see also page 1 & centerlinedressage.com/calendar

April
11 - 13

Gerhard Politz Clinic at StarWest.
Contact: Kate Fleming-Kuhn at kate@starwestonline.net

17

Emergency 101 - Discussion on emergency preparedness & procedures at Heartland
Equine. 6 - 7 PM Contact: Heartland http://heartlandequine.net

26

IceBreaker Schooling Show & Scribe Training
@ StarWest
Judge: Gayla Sargent
Contact: Susan & Amanda Graham, Managers sgraham6@hotmail.com

30 - May 1

Christoff Hess Clinic
@ StarWest
Contact: Kate Fleming-Kuhn, kate@starwestonline.net

May
3-4

June
6

Carousel Connection
@ Illinois State Fairgrounds
http://www.dressageshowinfo.com/images/2014Prizelists/May3_4CConnection.pdf

SLADS Summer Festival I & II
@ National Equestrian Center, Lake St. Louis
http://www.slads.org

13 - 15

Gerhard Politz Clinic at StarWest.
Contact: Kate Fleming-Kuhn at kate@starwestonline.net

28

FireCracker Entry Deadline
Contact: Judy Nordstrom, Manager judith_n_62707@yahoo.com

July
12

CLD FireCracker Shooling Show & Scribe Training
@ StarWest
Judge: Leslie Burket
Contact: Judy Nordstrom, Manager judith_n_62707@yahoo.com
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2014

Honoring the Past – Investing in the Future
Donors to The Dressage Foundation have enabled riders, instructors,
trainers, breeders, and judges to continue their dressage education,
creating a stronger dressage community in the United States.
HONORING THE PAST
Since its inception, The Dressage
Foundation has been led by
visionaries of our sport. From
the original Founders and Board
Members, to those who have
followed in their footsteps to guide
the Foundation, we are thankful for

YES! I’d like to partner
with The Dressage
Foundation to improve
dressage in the United
States. Enclosed
is my donation of
$

.

ENJOYING THE PRESENT
Through the generosity of our
donors, we are able to award
approximately $200,000 in grants
each year. Help is available for
young riders, adult amateurs,
instructors, judges, breeders,
High Performance teams, and
organizations.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE NUMBER
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
We invite you to join our donor
family, so you can carry on
the vision of our Founders, to
help preserve and enhance our
sport for many years to come.
Visit www.dressagefoundation.org
or call 402-434-8585.

EMAIL ADDRESS

THE DRESSAGE
FOUNDATION

1314 ‘O’ Street, Suite 305
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-434-8585
PAGE 10
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Club Officers & Personnel

(Full list and mailing addresses online)

Judy
Nordstrom

217/626-1518

Kelly Griffith

217/637-0884

vice-pres@centerlinedressage.com

Treasurer

Katie Keim

217/652-1855

treasurer@centerlinedressage.com

Secretary

Leslie Burket

636/346-1561

secretary@centerlinedressage.com

President
Vice-President

Newsletter
Editor
FaceBook
Senior Editor
FaceBook
Editor
Membership
Secretary
Awards Chair
Web Site

president@centerlinedressage.com

Kim Jones

reader1@centerlinedressage.com

Lisa Lehr

social@centerlinedressage.com

Jayme Geisler

social@centerlinedressage.com

Kelly Griffith

217/637-0884

membershipsecretary@centerlinedressage
.com

Lisa Lehr/Teresa
Litchfield

awards_chair@centerlinedressage.com

Moiety Design

kuhn@moietyenterprises.com

CLD Advertising Rates

(see detailed info & photo policy online www.centerlinedressage.com/advertising)

Reader Page Ads

Full Page

$50 Non-Member

$25 Member

Half Page

$25 Non-Member

$12.50 Member

¼ Page or Less

$12 Non-Member

$6 Member

Photographs (original preferred) can be included in your ad. They can be black
and white or color, but they will be black and white in the printed READER.
Page Ads Up for 1 Month
Reader Classified
Ads

50 words or less

$5 Non-Member

$3 Member

Additional 25 words

$2 Non-Member

$1 Member

No Photographs
Classified Ads Up for 1 Month
Web Advertising
THE READER !

Basic Classified Web Ad included in any Reader Package! See online for more details.
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DEADLINE FOR READER ITEMS
Items for publication or inclusion in the READER should be received by
the editor by the 10th of the month. Items for THE READER, activity
forms, ads, etc should be sent with a check for the charges, if any, to:

THE READER
c/o Kim Jones
1736 S. Farmingdale Rd.
New Berlin, IL 62670
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