
The World Invader
Students Living A Mission Monthly Newsletter

Issue No. 2 February 25th, 2003

809 Garrett Court Antioch, TN 37013

What are they saying?
Not only did God use SLAM to give me the 

opportunities for ministry, but

since each member of SLAM willingly invested 

their lives into me, I was able to grow "leaps and 

bounds" in my faith and individual walk with Christ.

- Joanna Honeyager 

(College Student, North Carolina)

It is a rare thing in Christian schools where the 

students have "heard it all" to see them react 

positively, with true interest, and a genuine 

acceptance of a chapel message.

They did with Gregg and the SLAM team.  - 

Debbie Brezina (Teacher - Knoxville, Tennessee)

SLAM has expanded my two teenagers worldview beyond 

pop culture, so that they are beginning to see that there is 

an entire world that isn't "wired for technology" or wearing 

"Abercrombie and Fitch." The mission experiences with 

SLAM have touched their hearts, and changed their lives. 

- Candy Kempf (Parent - TN) 

The people of SLAM are the most scripturally sound I 

have encountered. They are on target with the mission to 

win this generation to Christ.  God has used them 

remarkably to be instruments that brought positive change 

in our young people to serve the Lord and be excited 

about their Christian life.

-Keith Cameron (Pastor - Lakewood Baptist Church)

"Taste and see that the Lord is good. Oh, the joys of those who trust in Him!  Let the Lord's 

people show Him reverence, for those who honor him will have ALL THEY NEED. Even strong 

young lions sometimes go hungry, but those who trust in the Lord will never lack any good 

thing"  - Psalm 34:8-10

Because of such a promise, there's just no room for 

doubt in any of the hearts at SLAM.  Our hearts are 

overflowing with gratitude, magnification, and praise to 

the Lord for His almighty provision through our faithful 

supporters, His body, You! Every employee here at 

SLAM will agree that when, in the very nick of time, a 

monthly support check or one time donation comes in, 

we can't help but fall on our faces before the One who 

so graciously moves on your heart to give.  

Each of you is truly an extension of us and the ministry 

we take part in every day. The children of Kenya 

thank you. The families of Mexico thank you. The 

youth of our nation thank you, and those we have 

yet to meet are praying for you. And without you, it 

would not, could not be done. Although it's not 

always easy, what joys belong to us when we trust 

God! We are tasting! We are seeing! God uses your 

prayers and support to encourage us daily as we 

trust Him with our entire lives. We love you our 

family in Christ.

"Taste and See" a tribute to our supporters

The youngest SLAM team member, 

Genesis Nicole has reached some 

very important milestones this last 

month.  At two months old, she has an 

exploding genuine smile that melts 

anyone who encounters it.

She has also learned that her left fist 

tastes much better than her pacifier or 

right fist even. When spoken to she 

coos like crazy, or what at times 

seems to be singing. 

Bath time is her favorite part of the day, 

other than feedings of course, and her 

record long sleep stretch has reached 6 

and half hours! Yahoo!  

This little one is well taken care of by her 

many SLAM uncles. Each one has 

played an active role in bottle feedings, 

diaper changing, burping, and their 

favorite - entertaining! Uncle Jason has 

become especially fond of the miracle 

working Desitin Cream.

Genesis 2 (Months that is…)

Buy your copy of UnNamed Servant's self titled debut CD from www.slamweb.org 
and support the ministry of Students Living A Mission

On Feb. 1st, 2003 

UnNamed Servant 

released their self titled 

debut album at 

Crossroads Christian 

Bookstore in Nashville, 

TN.  

God is using the guys 

and their music to 

communicate a 

message of life in 

Christ and mobilize 

laborers for the harvest 

of the Kingdom of God. 

By Tara Garner

By Tara Garner



The Undefeated Margaritas By Gregg Garner

Believe it or not; one of the most effective tools for 

ministry on the mission field is Futbòl (or Soccer as we 

Americans call it.)  There have been many skeptics 

about the effectiveness of athletics in ministry, but the 

following story is evidence of how God can use such 

methods.   

In June we stumbled upon a small community in the 

very rural parts of Ensenada, Mexico.  It was basically 

in the middle of what looked like a city dump.  Piles of 

trash, rusted up cars and dead animals encompassed 

a small community of homes.  Small children playing 

with the trash they'd claimed as their toys ran up to 

meet us as we approached what appeared to be a 

gathering of some sort.  A futbòl game was in 

progress, but this was no casual game, they were 

serious.  Men from the age of 15 - 50 were on the field 

kicking around a ball that should have been thrown 

away years ago (probably was).  Women were also on 

the outskirts of the game, along with their children who 

were running around playing their own simple games 

like patty cake and tag.  

Now the men on our SLAM team had just come from 

another community where we had lost a soccer game.  

We'd been telling guys on our team (5 of which were 

on one of their first mission trip) that "winning is not 

everything, but it is an important tool on this mission 

field.  Without winning it's hard to gain the needed 

respect of these men to give us the time to hear the 

gospel.  The gospel is best communicated relationally 

and we have no relationship with these guys.  

However, soccer is their means of fellowship and this 

is where community is built.  Look around you, 

everyone in this community is gathered around this 

field."  

Needles to say, this is hard reality for an American to 

swallow and most of our team played half heartedly 

not thinking it was so serious and we were beat.  Our 

team began to testify, the Pastor translated and 

immediately men began walking off the field, the 

teenagers were talking and even the children were 

disrespectful by running around and being noisy.  This 

had never been our experience.  We had always 

believed that the Lord showed us winning was 

important, but did it have this much of an effect?  By the 

grace of God, in 7 years we'd never loss before.  We 

were forced to step off the field as the men started 

another game in the midst of our attempt to bring the 

gospel.  A moment we'll never forget.

Now, in a different community, we had another chance 

to play for the glory of God.  To win for Him!  The guys 

got together.  "Look fellas we gotta win!  Not for us, but 

for Jesus!  If we can do our best, He'll honor it.  Let's do 

it!"  

We jogged onto the field to play against what turned out 

to be Ensenada's undefeated community soccer team 

"The Margaritas."  They came onto the field warming up 

like a team that plays on a world circuit, while our team 

had only 3 players with actual experience.  

After an incredibly tense game… we won!  We then 

began to share our testimonies and the gospel.  We had 

the full attention of every young man on that field.  

"Which one of you would like to accept Jesus Christ as 

your Lord and Savior?"  Without the bowing of heads, or 

the closing of eyes, all together these men raised their 

hands.  These men had heard of Jesus the son of Mary, 

but today would be the first time they knew Him as the 

son of God.  We stood there sweaty and covered in dirt, 

exhausted and out of breath, but captivated by the love 

of God and how he used our inability for His purpose.  

Since then, we've been able to visit these guys and 

bring them soccer balls, jersey's and other clothing.  We 

were even able to bring them all Bibles in Spanish 

containing both the new and old testament.  We will be 

bringing a vacation bible school for their children this 

summer.  We'll also have a rematch…

Welcome to the offices of SLAM

An eternal 

photo taken on 

the field after 

we prayed with 

the Margaritas 

to receive 

Jesus Christ 

as Lord on 

June 20th, 

2002

Gregg Garner
Executive Director

- Cast vision for the 
direction of SLAM
- Handles all cross 
cultural 
communications
- Develops ministry & 
mission strategies
- Writes content and 
develops concepts for 
SLAM
- Develops/trains 
SLAM staff
- Manages corporate 
accounts and 
budgets

Tara Garner
Adminstrative Director

- Follows up with 
committed laborers 
- Handles all 
incoming and 
outgoing mail
- Manages team 
accounts and makes 
deposits
- Controls the master 
calendar
- Files and organizes 
hard copies of all 
international and 
national documents
- Editor of the "World 
Invader" newsletter

Robert Munoz
Public Relations 

- Recruits team 
leaders by phone
- Faxes and emails 
information to 
laborers
-  Averages about 
30 phone calls per 
day
-  Manages the 
SLAM contact 
database
-  Books 
appointments and 
speaking 
engagements for 
Gregg

Jason Roufs
Research Analyst

- Books airline      
and ground 
transportation for all 
teams and staff 
(that's over 300 
airline tickets per 
season)
- Books UnNamed 
Servant to mobilize 
teams
- Handles product 
purchasing and 
organization 
-  Updates 
UnNamed Servant 
Webiste
 

Skylar Aaseby
Multimedia Asst.

- Updates the 
slamweb.org website
- Couriers items to 
be distributed in TN
- Prints, presses and 
duplicates all 
multimedia material
- Assists Paul in 
various multimedia 
procedures
- Carries out various 
task on behalf of the 
entire staff

Paul Olson
Multimedia Coordinator

- Designs and 
formats all print 
media
- Design and format 
for the 
www.slamweb.org 
website
- Design and format 
for the UnNamed 
Servant website
- Produces SLAM TV 
(Videos)
- SLAM 
Photographer

Some of you might wonder what it is we do when we're not out on mission.  

A typical work schedule for a SLAM employee, when not on the field, is on 

average, about 12 hours a day, 6 days a week.  

Jesus said "For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down 

first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it -- Luke 14:28"  

Together, we are convinced that God has called us to do an incredible work 

for His Kingdom.  We believe that what we are doing is effecting eternity and 

will transform our generation; not just here in the U.S., but around the world.  

This is definitely not something that can be done overnight, or with little 

effort.  We've considered the cost.  This calling is what drives us to work the 

amount of hours we do and sacrifice time away from our families.  This is 

something we could not do without the prayers and support of people like 

you!  Thank you, for this opportunity to serve.  We dare not complain.  We 

are privileged to represent our God and you, His body, to the nations.  We 

love you!  Please visit our new website (which will be posted on March 3rd, 

2003 at www.slamweb.org) to see how you can pray for us, our calendar and 

watch videos from the mission field.

Visit us at www.slamweb.org or email us at (insert first name)@slamweb.org


