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Top: The friendships that result from 
our after-school program are what we 
consider one of our biggest successes.
  
Top Left: Two girls deliver fresh 
greens, which they helped harvest in 
Hopewell Gardens, to widows in the 
neighborhood. Gardening is one of the 
many enrichment activities students 
have an opportunity to participate in. 

Top Right: Upon delivering fresh pro-
duce to a widow, students beamed as 
she told them, “This is no small thing. 
This is a big thing, and God sees you.”  

Bottom: Nick Sherrod helps students to 
design and build their own tool boxes. 
Skill development through enrichment 
activities is one of the distinctives of our 
program. 



Young people have a lot of energy. It’s wonderful. They won’t have it 
forever. It will soon be tamed by the responsibilities that come with 
growing up, and a body that aches for more attention. 

How often have we said, “If I was your age…” or  “If I had the ener-
gy…” or  “If I had the time, then I would…”? The biblical principle 
to love our neighbor as ourselves makes us consider young people, 
and how we could help them learn, do, and accomplish what we 
would have liked to do.

1 Timothy 4:12 Let no one despise you for your youth, 
but set the believers an example in speech, 

in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.

As a youth, this text encouraged me to be responsible for my speech 
and conduct, to make sure it was pure, out of love, and in faith; this 
would make me an exemplary youth. 

As an adult the message no longer speaks to me directly, but none-
theless makes me responsible to ensure its expectations are ful-
filled. So when I look at energetic youth who, without guidance, can 
use that energy, combined with spare time, to even cause trouble, I 
won’t despise them for it. 

Instead, we should feel the responsibility to create an environment 
where such youthful energy can be used to produce healthy speech 
and conduct, that is pure, out of love, and in faith; to make them 
exemplary youth.

Enjoy the contents of this newsletter where we share with 
you how we are offering a venue to do this for our youth. 
God bless you!

What need are we meeting? Kids need a healthy outlet for their 
energy, and when they are by themselves after school, they don’t al-
ways make the best decisions. C.A.S.E. (Character and Skills Education) 
isn’t just about keeping kids occupied until their parents get home, 
but giving them opportunities to grow academically, develop skills, 
and have conversations about what kind of people they want to be. 

So why a middle school program? Middle schoolers are at the age 
when they start deciding if they are going to take education seriously. 
Nashville has a higher drop-out rate than the national average. Many 
educators and school administrators note that students’ ability, when 
they enter high school, is a major factor in determining if they will 
graduate. Intervening during the middle school years with quality af-
ter-school programming is an effective way to set students on a good 
path when they begin high school.

What is a ‘standout’ moment to you? It’s amazing to see a group of 
multi-racial middle school students have a meaningful talk about race 
relations in America instead of playing another hour of video games 
in isolation. When kids come to our after-school program, they don’t 
have to worry about failing a test or the anxiety from getting home-
work. They can always look forward to sitting down with an adult for 
a few hours who will help them finish their homework. They also gain 
a friend in the process. The education that we offer to these kids is no 
a small thing. Every conversation about character development, each 
new skill they learn, and friend they make contribute to the kind of 
person they will be.

Juvenile  crime  rates  triple  the  first 
 hour after  kids  get  out  of  school. 

50% of ch i ldren who struggle  academ ically 
have  no  adu lt  su pervision  after  schoo l. 

healthy speech
Top: Two boys compete in a literacy 
game where they could only 
communicate through writing. In TN, 
only 31% of high school graduates 
reach proficiency in reading. 
Left: Leafa Vagatai overcame an 
inadequate primary education herself. 
Now she is passionate about teaching 
literacy, instillling a love for learning in 
young people she works with.
Middle: Ben Reese leads a drama 
workshop, something he believes con-
tributes to confidence and creativity in 
communication. 
Bottom: G.O.D. supporter and profes-
sional magician Stephen Bargatze put 
on a magic show for the C.A.S.E. stu-
dents and taught them how to do their 
own (very impressive) tricks. Stephen 
inspires students with his personal 
story of overcoming bullying. 

By Gregg D. Garnerthoughtso
Q &A with C.A.S.E. program coordinator Jeff Sherrod

What do we do? 


