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I’m about to ask you to give resources to 
meet needs. I’m telling you this in advance 
because without your help, we couldn’t meet the 
needs of people who, without our help, will not 
experience life as it was intended for them. I also 
believe that what I’m going to share with you is 
an opportunity to experience the power of God’s 
blessing on the other side of obedience. I sincere-
ly thank you for reading this, and hopefully acting 
on it.

Acts 20:35 “In all things I have shown you that by 
working hard in this way we must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he him-
self said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ “

I’m really moved by this verse. 

Paul the Apostle, in a very vulnerable moment 
prior to entering Jerusalem and being taken as 
a political prisoner, admonishes the believers to 

consider Jesus’ words of generosity. I’d like 
to take a moment to meditate on the saying, 
and explore how it’s more than a plea to have 
a good attitude about gift giving.

Though the saying could stand on its own, 
it’s important to examine how the believers 

of the day would have thought about Jesus’ words. 
Note that there is an intended recipient group for the 
giving; “we must help the weak.” The first century lis-
tener wouldn’t have heard the saying in the context 
of giving to friends and family around the holidays. 
Instead, they would have heard the saying specifically 
connected to giving to the weak. 

Here, the Apostle shows that all of his hard work gave 
him a way to help the weak. This is an incredible chal-
lenge because, for most of us, this kind of hard work is 
usually directed towards some seemingly justifiable 
self-interest, even when that self- interest is disguised 
as something for someone else. The idea of giving to 
the weak has to be examined.

Broadly, we can define the weak as those who can’t 
do for themselves, and without help, couldn’t survive. 
Conventional wisdom would consider giving to the 
weak as a risky investment, since the return would 
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likely never break even, but Jesus states one would 
be more blessed! 

The phrase “I have shown you” denotes that this 
way of being was a model for the believers to adopt 
in their own lives. Their hard work could produce an 
abundance to be shared with those who otherwise 
wouldn’t be able to thrive on their own. The Apostle 
wants us to know that Jesus himself considered the 
opportunity to help the weak as way to experience 
the blessing of God. 

I hope these words inspire you to venture outside 
of the conventional wisdom sold to us during these 
holidays, and consider that the greater blessing for 
all of us lies on the other side of using our resour-
ces to help the weak. It will be more of a blessing 
for you than it is for them, and for them, it can 
change their quality of life drastically. That’s an 
amazing revelation. Try it. See what happens when 
you follow through with Jesus’ words. 

If you’re seeking an opportunity to give to the 
weak, this edition of the Global Voice offers you 
many practical ways to do so, and ways to enhance 
the quality of life for people in need. Thank you, 
and may you be blessed!

“In all things 
I have shown 
you that by 
working hard 
in this way 
we must help 
the weak and 
remember the 
words of the 
Lord Jesus, 
how he himself 
said, ‘It is 
more blessed 
to give than 
to receive.’”

Acts 20:35
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Help Refugees get to work 

          Give mothers a 
hand to hold during childbirth

Nashville accepts an average of 
1,600 refugees each year and due to 
the refugee crisis, the numbers are 
increasing. They are required to find 
work right away, but they need extra 
help with the practical things like 
learning how to drive, and car seat 
safety for their children.

We are the only organization in 
Nashville that supports refugees during 
pregnancy and birth. Your donations 
will help provide transportation costs 
and supplies for courses, as well as 
help the doula or midwife supporting 
women in birth. 

Your generosity allows us to welcome 
the refugee and provide them with 
safety and support in the most 
vulnerable moment of delivering a 
baby far from home--offering the kind 
of hospitality that Jesus’ own mother 
deserved, but was not afforded. 

6-week Driver’s Education Course for Refugees 
Suggested Donation: $100

For a refugee, the process of acquiring a 
driver’s license is an incredibly complex un-
dertaking. The Tennessee DMV offers study 
materials and testing in English, Spanish 
and Korean. Nashville is home to refugees 
from many different countries, so we are 
responding by offering six-week driver’s 
education courses with a translator. With 
your gift, we can sponsor one refugee to at-
tend this course. 

The experience of pregnancy, birth 
and postpartum can be overwhelming. 
Going through this process as a refugee 
exponentiates the challenges. Refugees 
are in dire need of childbirth education 
and trained birth support teams to help 
them achieve healthy births in the hospi-
tal setting. $150 can provide the supplies 
and course materials needed for a Child-
birth Education class or a labor doula for 
a refugee. 
Course Materials for Childbirth Education 
Class or Labor Doula for a Refugee
Suggested Donation: $150

FOR EVERY 
DONATION 
OF $50 OR 
MORE, WE 
WILL GIVE 
YOU A 2016 
G.O.D. INT’L 
CALENDAR!

WELCOMEthe refugee

Julie Carpenter, LPN, Childbirth 
Educator and doula teaches a 
childbirth education class to 
refugees from Burma.  After each 
course, students return with more 
friends who want to learn. 

By Kelly Jobe  



Help Refugees get to work 

          Give mothers a 
hand to hold during childbirth

Development work is a pro-
cess that helps individuals 
create sustainable solutions 
that will benefit their soci-
ety as a whole.  Education is 
a necessary component that em-
powers and creates enthusiasm 
to critically think of responses to 
their situation in creative ways.  
Part of this educational process 
is to provide models for people to 
preview, learn from, and hopeful-
ly, implement themselves. 

Our international headquarters 
in Nashville, TN serves as an ex-
ample for the type of develop-
ment that can occur within a 
community of need around the 
world.  In our regions, our hub lo-
cations become contextual exam-
ples of that model duplicated in 
the developing world.  Few peo-
ple can enact an idea or project 
they’ve never seen, but most are 
able to duplicate or further de-
velop something they have seen. 

The prototypes we create pro-
mote a quality of life that we 
believe all people deserve, but so 
many people in the third world 
live without. In Uganda, 75% of 
the population has no safe access 
to a toilet. In all of the third world 
combined, nearly 80% lack access 
to electricity. Through your sup-
port, you can give a family access 
to a safe way of cooking, a clean 
bathroom, or electricity. The 
solutions we offer not only assist 
the family that receives it, but 
also serves as a prototype for oth-
ers in their area.

According to the World Health Organization, over 
4 million people die prematurely each year due 
to illness attributed to smoke inhalation from 
cooking over solid combustible fuels, like wood.  
The rocket stove is an alternative wood burning 
stove that produces less smoke due to a cleaner 
burn. Our cooperatives in Kenya alone have in-
stalled over 500 rocket stoves. The results have 
been thankful families, safer children and dra-
matically decreased smoke inhalation. 

Rocket Stove: $50

         Help a Family Cook in Safety

         Give a Home Light
Many of the people we work with do not have 
direct access to electricity due to available 
access to an electrical pole, or the cost to set 
it up. The installation of a solar panel gives a 
family the opportunity to access power, and 
it also offers the experience of learning about 
working with solar energy.  
Solar Panel: $200

       Provide a Toilet 
Eco-Toilets are an alternative toilet that we 
have trained nationals in constructing. The 
cost includes more than just the toilet, but the 
structure itself, which is often separate from 
the home. This gift includes training on how to 
maintain and properly use the toilet. 

Eco-Toilet: $1,000

Francis Lubega and Peter 
Kimbugwe are trained to build 
homes, repair boreholes, attach 
solar panels, create eco-toilets and 
reduced-smoke stoves in Uganda. 
They have seen the benefits of these 
technologies in the lives of their 
own families. 

PROVIDEthe basics
ByJosh Kurtz



         Give First Aid Supplies 
In each of our regions, we are training individuals 
to function as primary health care workers, able 
to be first responders in medical situations to 
determine the seriousness of injury and disease, 
and respond appropriately. In order to properly 
do their work, they need medical instruments for 
cleaning, bandaging, and suturing wounds.

         Provide a Birth Kit
In most of the third world, women have to pur-
chase and bring their own supplies to the hospi-
tal to give birth. Birthing without these supplies 
can be dangerous for mother and baby. We want 
to help provide mothers with the birth kits they 
need to have safe, healthy births and babies.

         Provide Triage Equipment
Our health care workers need access to tools for 
taking vital signs, including stethoscopes, pulse 
oximeters, and blood pressure cuffs. Being able to 
determine whether or not a patient’s vital signs 
are within normal ranges is necessary to deter-
mine the type of care they need.

One First Aid Supply Kit: $20

One Birth Kit: $40

One stethoscope, pulse oximeter or blood 
pressure cuff: $40

Health care is one of the basic 
rights of human beings. 

Yet, over 2 billion people in the world 
have no access to effective and afford-
able health care. Without health care, 
millions of people die each year from 
conditions that can be prevented and 
treated with simple interventions.

We are committed to making health 
care accessible to the people we serve 
around the globe. With just a few 
supplies, an infected wound can be 
healed, a risky birth can result in a safe 
delivery, undiagnosed symptoms can 
become telltale signs, leading to treat-
ment. The cost is little, and the benefit 
is enormous. Please consider saving a 
life with us by supporting one of our 
healthcare needs. 

“In Uganda, if a patient doesn’t have 
someone to bring them soap, food, even 
water, then they remain without it as 
long as they’re in the hospital. Most hos-
pitals don’t provide food or water for their 
patients, or even a bath. They lack hu-
man and physical resources on every level. 
Thankfully, I’ve been able to provide these 
things for people who are sick in my com-
munity.”

--Josephine Nakimuli, Uganda

GIVE CARE
to the sick 

Jaimee Arroyo, Family Nurse Practitioner,  trains local 
volunteer Lorena Barrera how to take vitals. Assessing the 
health conditions of men and in women in her local area 
will help us to continue to respond to the most pressing 
needs, and equip others with preventative techniques. 

By Brynn Buchanan 



There is a great need for quality 
education, both here and abroad, 
that regards children as individu-
als, and makes consideration for 
their variety of learning styles, 
giftings, and needs. The Academy 
is offering this very thing, and its dra-
matic growth in such a short time is 
testimony to the need parents see for 
a better education for their children.

At the Academy, we keep our class 
sizes small - no more than seven chil-
dren to one teacher - and our teachers 
are personally invested in the holis-
tic development of the students. We 
consider their moral development to 
be of utmost importance; we believe 
that biblical education, including 
hands-on practice in the implementa-
tion of biblical values, is the greatest 
gift we can offer the next generation.

It is our hope to offer this opportunity 
even to students whose families can-
not afford the tuition. 

The Academy student enrollment has tripled 
since opening its doors in 2013.  A large major-
ity of our students are from lower income fam-
ilies and attend the Academy on scholarship. 
We also extend tutoring and other specialized 
services to many of our students for no extra 
charge. 

Your support helps us offer sliding-scale rates 
to children in our own Hopewell neighbor-
hood. The public schools are failing these kids; 

Contribute Towards a Scholarship for a Student at the Academy for  G.O.D. 
Suggested Donation: $100

they are lost in a system that is unable to address 
their needs with the attention and concern they 
deserve. 

We can’t think of a better way to obey the Lord 
and love our neighbor than to welcome into our 
school these children--our literal neighbors, who 
are burdened with so much need. We can give 
them the gift of education, the ability to think 
critically, to be in an environment where they are 
safe and loved. But we need your help to do so. 
 

         Provide an Educational Scholarship

to the sick 

Geoff Hartnell, Farm Manager at G.O.D. Inter-
national, helps Academy students harvest sweet 
potatoes. Gardening is one of many hands-on 
classes taught at the Academy. 

SUPPLYscholarships
By Kristina Davis 



Young people are invited to attend our 
annual international bible conferences. 
They gain exposure to God’s Word 
through weekend or week-long inten-
sive conferences. Your support allows 
more students to attend our confer-
ences, which often serve as the impetus 
for continued service to God.  

How do we make sure that our 
development efforts last? We root 
them not just in developmental 
strategy, but in the Word of God.

When individuals come to a knowledge 
of God through his Word, their lives can 
be transformed in a lasting way. De-
velopment work includes empowering 
future generations with a moral com-
pass, so that even when their stomachs 
are full and homes are built, they will 
not forget the Lord (Deuteronomy 8:11-
20).  If our development work lasts, it 
will be because of the lives changed 
through an understanding of the Word 
of God that enables them to be people 
of peace. 

By supporting attendees at our Interna-
tional Bible Conferences, you will give 
them an invitation to know God’s Word 
for themselves. Through supporting a 
Bible student at the Institute for G.O.D. 
East Africa, you will provide the means 
for students to concentrate themselves 
on the study and implementation of 
God’s Word full-time. 

The Institute for G.O.D. EA 
Students at the Institute for G.O.D. East Africa 
are given a one-year scholarship with opportu-
nity for renewal. Students are in a work-study 
program that allows them to learn the Word 
with focused attention and at the same time 
implement the community development strat-
egy practiced by our organization. This means 
that in addition to being bible students, they 
work as primary school teachers at St. John’s 
school, builders and farmers. They assist in the 
day-to-day operations at our hub location in 
Uganda.

One Month Room & Board: $100

         Youth Bible Conference

Send One Student to a Bible Conference 
Cost: $100

CONTRIBUTE
to a biblical education

Gregg Garner, Founder and President of G.O.D. Int’l, speaks to 
faculty and students at the Institute for G.O.D. East Africa. The 
Institute EA is taught by our cooperatives on the ground, with 
assistance from teachers in the States. 

By Laurie Germeraad Kagay



The Institute for G.O.D. EA 

Challenging. Competitive. Fun. Imagine 
a 40-foot long, 9-foot high wall where 
children learn balance, coordination, and 
strength building.  We are building a climb-
ing wall for Hopewell Community Center 
and invite you to help us make this a reality 
for the kids.

A skatepark can be used to educate chil-
dren in perseverance, commitment to 
practice, and understanding the benefit 
of hard work--even when that hard work 
is fun. Please help us fund the fun as we 
upgrade our existing skatepark. 

When kids don’t have a place to play 
games or sports with their friends, they 
turn to screens. Help us provide an alter-
native to kids spending their after-school 
hour in front of the TV by providing them 
with appropriately equipped venues for 
them to play sports or games with friends. 

Suggested Donation: $500

Suggested Donation: $200

Suggested Donation: $150

“If you build it, they will come.” If you have seen 
the movie, you’ve likely been compelled by the 
sentiment of constructing a space for people to 
play the game of baseball, creating memories that 
will last a lifetime. We, too, understand the need to 
build so that “they will come,” but we want to build 
people, not just buildings.  We do that by providing 
ways for people to develop holistically. 

Children develop by utilizing all of their senses. 
They don’t just learn in the classroom, but by playing 
on the basketball court or balancing on skateboard 
or scaling a ‘rock’ wall. At no time in a person’s life 
will they learn more by trial and error than when 
they are young. Adulthood tutors us in caution and 
conservatism, but kids are not so confined--they 
need to try, to fail, to try again. They need to explore 
possibilities that are age-appropriate and (don’t tell 
the kids this) safe. 

As we labor to “build people,” we are asking for 
help in constructing and outfitting a Community 
Center, improving on our skatepark, and further 
equipping our outdoor venues that cater to the kids. 
Adults may wait for the building to be completed 
before they come but, once again, children respond 
differently than adults. They are coming now, before 
the building is completed. But they deserve more, 
and we are asking you to participate with us as we 
complete these projects so we can keep building 
the future by investing in the children.

Create a Climbing Wall 

Expand a Skatepark

Give Athletic Equipment 

HELP CREATE
a safe place for kids

Students are already 
loving the portion of 
the community center 
space currently open 
to them.  We can only 
imagine how much 
they will love what is 
to come! 

By Rosemary Sherrod 



Our focus on youth empower-
ment in the Philippines, par-
ticularly on the island of Leyte, 
is related to the lack of social 
and educational infrastructure 
that is a result of Typhoon Hai-
yan that struck the island in 
2013. 

Young people need the opportuni-
ty to be educated and empowered 
so that they don’t feel stuck or ap-
athetic about the brokenness of 
the world they live in. They need to 
feel the power within themselves, 
particularly as they connect with 
God, to do something about that 
brokenness. From basic sports clin-
ics to music seminars to educating 
youth to critically think about their 
world, young people begin to un-
derstand how these healthy activ-
ities can move them towards pro-
ductive members of their society.

REBUILD LIVES
in the Philippines

       Prepare Tacloban Youth
Empowerment Center

G.O.D. Int’l recently acquired a communi-
ty center in Tacloban City out of which we 
will be hosting a variety of educational pro-
grams for youth and adults.  The space will 
host Bible education programs, vocational 
education programs for adults, children’s 
activities, after school programs and more!   
You can help us outfit this space and make 
it of beneficial use to those whom we serve 
in Tacloban City, Philippines.

         Support Community 
Center Staff

We have hired Jovic Roldan to serve as our 
Community Center Staff in Tacloban. He will 
work as a program facilitator for children’s 
and youth activities at our developing com-
munity center. Jovic comes from a very chal-
lenging past, having worked since he was a 
young boy to support both his and his fami-
ly’s needs.  He is kind-hearted, full of energy 
and wonderful with kids.  

One Month Salary: $100
Educational Materials: $75
Supplies needed for Renovation: $500

401 Center Street 
Old Hickory, TN 37138
(615) 832-2470 www.GODinternational.org

/god_intl /GOD_INTL /GODInternational

Jovic Roldan is our newest employee in 
the Philippines. Having experienced life on 
the streets in the Philippines, he will help 
us staff our Tacloban Youth Empowerment 
Center to help other kids like him.  

By Brett Madron


